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PREFACE 


TO 


THE    FIRST   EDITION. 


Xh£  following  Work  may  be  viewed  as  a  oontinua* 
tion  of  the  account  of  ecclesiastical  transactions  ia 
Scotland,  which  I  some  years  ago  laid  before  thd 
public  in  the  Life  of  John  Knox. 


The  period  which  it  embraces,  though  not  dis- 
tinguished by  any  event  so  splendid  as  the  Refor^^ 
mation,  is  by  no  means  destitute  of  interest.  It 
produced  men  who,  in  point  of  natural  abilities,  were 
scarcely  inferior,  and  in  respect  of  acquired  talents 
were  decidedly  superior,  to  those  who  had  been  in* 
strumental  in  bringing  about  the  great  religious  re« 
volution.  The  dangers  to  which  the  reformed  re* 
iigion  and  the  liberties  of  the  nation  were  exposed 
during  the  early  administration  of  a  youthful  prince 
*-*^e  contests  which  the  church  maintained  with 

the  eourt  in  behalf  of  her  rights— the  establishmait 
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of  the  presbyterian  polity — and  its  overthrow  after 
a  long  and  eager  struggle, — are  events  important 
in  themselves,  and  in  the  influence  which  they  had 
on  the  future  affairs  of  Scotland  and  of  Britain. 

In  one  respect  the  present  Work  will  be  found  to 
differ  considerably  from  that  which  I  formerly  pub- 
lished. As  Andrew  Melville,  besides  the  active  part 
which  he  took  in  the  ecclesiastical  transactions  of 
his  time,  was  successively  at  the  head  of  two  of  our 
principal  colleges,  I  have  entered  much  more  fully 
into  the  state  of  education,  and  the  progress  of  litera- 
ture, than  I  felt  myself  warranted  to  do  in  writing 
the  Life  of  the  Reformer. 

-  James  Melville,  a  nephew  of  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  left  behind  him  a  Diary ^  or  history  of  his 
own. life  and  times,  extending  from  1555  to  1600, 
in  which  he  has  embodied  much  interesting  informa- 
tion concerning  his  uncle.  Several  copies  of  this 
work  are  extant  in  manuscript.  I  quote  the  origi- 
nal copy,  which  is  preserved  in  the  Advocates  Li- 
brary, fairly  written  with  the  author's  own  hand. 
In  the  $ame  library  is  another  manuscript,  entitled. 
History  of  the  Declining  Age  of  the  Church  of 
ScotUmdf  which  I  am  satisfied  was  also  composed 
by  James  Melville,  and  brings  down  the  history  of 
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liis  times  from  1600  to  1610.  This,  with  the  Ajx)- 
logetical  Narration^  written  by  William  Scot,  min- 
ister of  Cupar,  furnishes  ample  information  re- 
specting the  conduct  of  Melville  when  called  up  to 
London,  along  with  some  of  his  brethren,  before 
the  introduction  of  episcopacy  into  Scotland. 

The  greater  part  of  James  Melville's  Diary  had 
been  engrossed  by  Calderwood  in  his  MS.  History, 
and  by  Wodrow  in  his  Lives.  I  have  seldom,  if 
ever,  referred  to  the  two  last  of  these  writers  as  au- 
thorities when  it  appeared  to  me  that  they  merely 
quoted  from  the  first.  It  may  be  proper  to  mention, 
that,  in  the  first  part  of  this  Life,  the  references  are 
to  the  copy  of  Calderwood's  MS.  belonging  to  the 
church  of  Scotland ;  but  from  page  seventy-sixth  of 
the  second  voliune  I  refer  to  the  copy  in  the  Advo- 
cates Library,  which  it  was  more  convenient  for 
me  to  consult  at  the  time. 

The  epistolary  correspondence  which  passed  be- 
tween Melville  and  his  nephew  from  1608  to  1618, 
has  been  preserved  in  the  Library  of  the  College  of 
Edinburgh.  And  in  the  Advocates  Library  is  a 
series  of  letters  written  by  Melville,  to  a  friend  at 
Leyden,  from  1612  to  1 61 6.  Both^;hese  collections 
are  of  great  value,  as  throwing  light  on  bis  charac- 
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ter,  and  on  some  of  the  most  interesting  events  of 
his  life. 

In  giving  an  account  of  ecclesiastical  transactions, 
I  have,  in  addition  to  other  sources  of  intelligence, 
availed  myself  of  various  registers  of  provincial 
synods,  presbyteries,  and  kirk-sessions,  which  con- 
tain many  facts  curious  in  themselves,  and  illustra- 
tive of  the  internal  history  of  the  diorch.  Several 
of  these  ancient  records  have  been  deposited  in  onr 
imblic  libraries ;  and  I  was  allowed  the  readiest 
access  to  such  of  them  as  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  courts  to  which  they  originally  bdonged. 

My  best  acknowledgments  are  due  to  Thomas 
^omson,  Esq.  for  the  facilities  which  he  politely 
afforded  me  in  consulting  the  public  records ;  and 
to  Sit  'Vnniam  Hamilton,  Bart,  for  pointing  out 
td  trie  various  documents  of  great  utility. 

My  inquiries  relative  to  the  state  of  education 
hiive  in  every  instance  been  met  with  the  utmost 
IftterAUty  by  thfe  Learned  Bodies  to  which  I  applied. 
The  account  which  I  have  given  of  the  University 
of  St.  Andrews  is  chiefly  taken  from  copies  of  papers 
and  notes  kindly  furnished  me  by  Dr.  Lee,  Profes- 
sor of  Church  History  and  Divinity  in  the  College 
of  which  Melville  was  formerly  Principal.     In  ac- 
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knowledging  the  great  obligations  I  am  under  to 
Dr.  Lee,  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  earnest 
wish  that  he  would  favour  the  public  with  a  history 
of  the  literature  of  Scotland,  or  at  least  of  the  uni- 
versity to  which  he  belongs,  for  either  of  which  tasks 
he  is  eminently  qualified  by  his  extensive  acquaint- 
ance with  the  subject,  and  his  habits  of  patient  and 
discriminating  research.  Could  I  have  obtained  as- 
surance of  his  engaging  in  such  a  work,  I  would 
have  felt  little  difficulty  in  resisting  a  temptation 
which  has  proved  too  powerful  for  me,  and  has 
led  me  into  literary  details,  particularly  in  the  first 
volume,  which  may  appear  but  remotely  connected 
with  the  inmiediate  object  of  my  undertaking. 

To  make  room  for  more  important  matter,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  omit  one  or  two  papers  referred  to 
in  the  course  of  the  work  as  to  be  inserted  in  the 
Appendix.  For  the  same  reason  several  letters 
and  unpublished  poems  of  Melville,  which  I  in- 
tended to  add,  have  been  kept  back.  Prefixed  to 
the  work  is  a  plate,  containing  fac-similes  of  the 
handwriting  of  Melville,  and  some  of  the  principal 
persons  referred  to  in  his  Life. 


Edinburgh, 

N<n)€mher%,  I8I9. 
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church  ;  the  former  in  Arbroath  *,  and  the  latter  aC 
Crail  f :  Robert  and  David,  after  being  kept  for 
some  time  at  school,  chose  mechanical  professions  J. 

Andrew,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was  bom  at 
Baldovy  on  the  1st  of  August,  1545.  ^Mien  only 
two  years  old  he  was  bereaved  of  his  father,  who 
fell  in  the  battle  of  Pinkie,  along  with  the  principal 
gentlemen  of  Angus  and  Meams,  fighting  in  the 
van-guard  of  the  Scottish  army,  under  their  chief 
the  Earl  of  Angus.  The  deiath  of  his  mother,  which 
followed  soon  after,  left  him  an  orphan  §. 

The  disaster  at  Pinkie,  with  the  events  that  fol-^ 
lowed  upon  it,  proved  ruinous  to  many  families  of 
rank  and  opulence.  And  as  the  estate  of  Baldovy 
was  small^  as  the  family  was  numerous,  and  several 
ot  the  sons  were  yet  unprovided  for,  the  sudden 
and  premature  death  of  his  parents  threatened  to 

*  He  was  made  Bachelor  of  Arts  at  St.  Andrew's  in  the  year  IS6S. 
(Records  of  the  University.) — April  27,  1691,  Thomas  Ramsay  in 
Kirkton  bomnd  himself  **  to  pay  to  the  richt  worchipfull  Mr.  James 
Meliill,  minister  of  Aberhrothock^  4  bolls  heir  w^.  ane  peck  to  the  boU 
and  twa  bolls  ait  maill  w^  the  cheritie^  goid  and  sufficient  stuff— the 
mail  to  be  for  the  s*'  Mr.  James  awin  aeting^  all  guid  and  fyne  as  ony 
gentill  man  sail  eat  in  the  countrie  adjacent  about  him^-or  failzeing 
deliverie  to  pay  for  every  boll  i  lib.  of  money."  (Register  of  Contracts 
of  the  Commiasariot  of  St.  Andrew's.)  He  was  alive  in  March^  1696, 
when  be  obtained  decreet  against  John  Richardson  *'  for  the  few 
ftnne  of  the  kirk  lands  of  Aberbrothock^  assigned  to  him  by  the 
Lords  of  Counsel ;  viz.  2  bolls  wheats  S8  bolls  bear^  and  20  bolls  ait 
meal." 

t  **  Johanne  Malwyll,  minister  of  Crystis  kirk  in  Crayll"  is  men- 
tUmed  in  the  Register  of  the  Kirk  Session  of  St.  Andrew^s^  October 
8, 1561.    Comp.  Keith,  Hist.  p.  553. 

:|:  Melville's  Diary,  p.  27.  §  Ibid.  pp.  26,  27. 
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videnoe  has  wisely  secured  the  performance  of  duties 
which  are  equally  necessary  to  the  happiness  of  the 
individual  and  of  the  species.  But,  without  wish- 
ing to  detract  firom  the  amiable  virtue  of  parental 
attachment,  we  may  say,  that  the  kind  offices 
which  it  dictates,  when  performed  by  those  who 
Stand- in  a  remoter  degree  of  relationship,  may  be 
presumed  to  partake  less  of  the  character  of  selfish- 
ness. And  they  are  calculated  to  excite  in  the 
generous  breast  of  the  cherished  orphan,  a  feel- 
ing which  may  be  viewed  as  purer,  and  more 
enthusiastic,  than  that  which  is  merely  filial — a 
feeling  of  a  mixed  kind,  in  which  the  affection 
borne  to  a  parent  is  combined  with  the  admira- 
tion and  the  gratitude  due  to  a  disint^'ested  be- 
nefactor. 

Perceiving  that  his  youngest  brother  was  of  a 
weakly  habit  of  body,  and  that  he  evinced  at  an 
early  age  a  capacity  and  a  taste  for  learning,  Richard 
Melville  resolved  to  gratify  his  inclinations,  by  giving 
him  the  best  education  that  the  country  afforded. 
He  accordingly  placed  him  at  the  grammar  school 
of  Montrose,  then  taught  by  Thomas  Anderson, 
who,  at  a  subsequent  period,  became  minister  of  that 
parish.  Though  his  learning  was  slender,  Anderson 
was  esteemed  one  of  the  best  teachers  of  his  time  ; 
and  under  his  tuition  young  Melville  acquired  the 
principles  of  the  Latin  language,  in  which  he  after- 
wards became  so  great  a  proficient  *.     It  was  the 

•  MelviUe't  Diary,  p.  27.    Comp.  p.  10. 
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X  HE  following  Work  may  be  viewed  as  a  continua- 
tion of  the  account  of  ecclesiastical  transactions  in 
Scotland,  which  I  some  years  ago  laid  before  the 
public  in  the  Life  of  John  Knox. 


The  period  which  it  embraces^  tliough  not  dis- 
tinguished by  any  event  so  splendid  as  the  Refor-^ 
mation,  is  by  no  means  destitute  of  interest.  It 
produced  men  who,  in  point  of  natural  abilities,  were 
scarcely  inferior,  and  in  respect  of  acquired  talents 
were  decidedly  superior,  to  those  who  had  been  in- 
strumental in  bringing  about  the  great  religious  re- 
volution. The  dangers  to  which  the  reformed  re- 
ligion and  the  liberties  of  the  nation  were  exposed 
during  the  early  administration  of  a  youthful  prince 
-^the  contests  which  the  church  maintained  with 

the  court  in  behalf  of  her  rights — ^the  establishment 
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of  the  presbyterian  polity — and  its  overthrow  after 
a  long  and  eager  struggle, — ^are  events  important 
in  themselves,  and  in  the  influence  which  they  had 
on  the  future  affairs  of  Scotland  and  of  Britain. 

In  one  respect  the  present  Work  will  be  found  to 
differ  considerably  from  that  which  I  formerly  pub- 
lished. As  Andrew  Melville,  besides  the  active  part 
which  he  took  in  the  ecclesiastical  transactions  of 
his  time,  was  successively  at  the  head  of  two  of  our 
principal  colleges,  I  have  entered  much  more  fully 
into  the  state  of  education,  and  the  progress  of  litera- 
ture, than  I  felt  myself  warranted  to  do  in  writing 
the  Life  of  the  Reformer. 

.  James  Melville,  a  nephew  of  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  left  behind  him  a  ZHart/,  or  history  of  his 
own. life  and  times,  extending  from  1555  to  1600, 
in  which  he  has  embodied  much  interesting  informa- 
tion concerning  his  uncle.  Several  copies  of  this 
work  are  extant  in  manuscript.  I  quote  the  origi- 
nal copy,  which  is  preserved  in  the  Advocates  Li- 
brary, fairly  written  with  the  author's  own  hand. 
In  the  $ame  library  is  another  manuscript,  entitled, 
History  of  the  Declining  Age  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland^  which  I  am  satisfied  was  also  composed 
by  James  Melville,  and  InriDgs  down  the  history  of 
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liis  times  from  1600  to  1610.  This,  with  the  Apo- 
logetical  Narration^  written  by  William  Scot,  min- 
ister of  Cupar,  furnishes  ample  information  re- 
specting the  conduct  of  Melville  when  called  up  to 
London,  along  with  some  of  his  brethren,  before 
the  introduction  of  episcopacy  into  Scotland. 

The  greater  part  of  James  Melville's  Diary  has 
been  engrossed  by  Calderwood  in  his  MS.  History, 
and  by  Wodrow  in  his  Lives.  I  have  seldom,  if 
ever,  referred  to  the  two  last  of  these  writers  as  au- 
thorities when  it  appeared  to  me  that  they  merely 
quoted  from  the  first.  It  may  be  proper  to  mention, 
that,  in  the  first  part  of  this  Life,  the  references  are 
to  the  copy  of  Calderwood's  MS.  belonging  to  the 
church  of  Scotland ;  but  from  page  seventy-sixth  of 
the  second  volume  I  refer  to  the  copy  in  the  Advo- 
cates Library,  which  it  was  more  convenient  for 
me  to  consult  at  the  time. 

The  epistolary  correspondence  which  passed  be^ 
tween  Melville  and  his  nephew  from  1608  to  1618, 
has  been  preserved  in  the  Library  of  the  College  of 
Edinburgh.  And  in  the  Advocates  Library  is  a 
series  of  letters  written  by  Melville,  to  a  friend  at 
Leyden,  from  1612  to  161 6.  Both^hese  collections 
are  of  great  value,  as  throwing  light  on  his  charac- 
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to  the  university^  as  was  .usual  for  young  men. of 
his  age  and  progress*  he  put  himself  under  the  care 
of  this  learned  Frenchman;  and  prosecuted  the 
study  of  Greek  during  two  years  with  great  avidi- 
ty *.  From  Marsilliejrs  he  had  also  the  opportunity 
of  acquiring  a  more  perfect  acquaintance  with  the 
French  language,  the  first  principles  of  which  were 
at  that  time  commonly  taught  to  young  men  along 
with  Latin  grammar  f. 

In  the  year  1659  he  went  to  the  university  of  St 
Andrew's,  and  entered  the  college  of  St.  Mary,  or, 
as  it  was  sometimes,  called,  the  New  College  \.  ITie 
writings  of  Aristotle  were  then  the  only  text  bopl^ 
in  all  the  sciences  taught  in  our  colleges ;  and  th^ 
lectures  given  were  properly  conmfients  on  his  i^veral 
treatises  of  logic,  rhetoric,  ethics,  and  physics.  3ut 
the  professors  were  unacquainted  with  the  origijial 
language  of  their  oracle,  and  read  and  commented 
upon  his  works  in  a  Latin  translation.  Melville^ 
however,  made  use  of  the  Greek  text  in  his  studies ; 
a  circumstance  which  excited  astonishment  in  the 
ujiiv^sity  §.     But  it.  should  be  recorded  to  the 

*  MelvOle's  Diary,  p.  27.  t  Ibid.  p.  5. 

:t  See  Note  £. 

§  ''  Our  Recent  (says  James  Melville)  told  me  of  my  uncle  Mr. 
Andrew  Melville^  whom  he  knew  in  the  time  of  his  course  in  the  New 
College  to  use  the  Greek  logicks  of  Aristotle,  which  was  a  wonder  to 
them,  that  he  was  so  fine  a  scholar,  and  of  such  expectation.** — ^^  Ail 
that  was  taught  of  Aristotle  he  learned  and  study ed  it  out  of  the 
Greek  text,  which  his  masters  understood  not.*'  Melville*s  Diary, 
pp.  18.  28. 

William  Colless,  or  Col/ace,  was  James  Melville's  Regent.  He  was 
of  St.  Leonard's  College,  and  was  incorporated  into  the  university  at 
the  same  time  with  Andrew  Melville. 
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praise  of  his  teachers,  that,  though  they  could  not 
fkil  to  be  mortified  under  a  sense  of  their  own  infe- 
riority to  their  pupfl,  they  indulged  no  mean  jealousy 
of  his  superior  acquirements  ;  testified  no  desire  to 
eclipse  his  reputation;  threw  no  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  his  advancement;  but,  on  the  contrary,  ' 
loaded  him  with  commendations,  and  did  every 
thing  in  their  pow^r  to  encourage  a  youth,  who> 
they  fondly  hoped,  would  prove  a  credit  and  an  or^ 
nament  to  his  country.  When  he.  first  came  to  St, 
Andrew's,  the  admiration  at  his  proficiency  in  learn- 
ing was  incrieased  by  his  small  stature  and  slender 
frame  of  body,  which  gave  him  a  Very  boyish  ap- 
pearatnce.  John  Douglas,  who  was  provost  of  St. 
Mary's  college  and  rector  of  the  university,  dis- 
tii%ui»hed  him  by  marks  of  the  kindest  and  most 
coildescending  approbation.  He  used  to  invite  him 
to  his  chamber,  take  him  between  his  knees,  propose 
questions  to  him  on  the  subject  of  his  studies,  and^ 
delighted  with  his  replies,  to  exclaim,  '^  My  silly^ 
fatherless,  and  motheriess  boy,  its*  ill  to  witt  what 
God  may  make  of  thee  yet  * !" 

In  the  College  of  St.  Mary,  Melville  had  for 
his  class-fellows,  two  persons  of  excellent  talents ; 
Thomas  Maitland,  the  brother  of  the  celebrated 
secretary  of  Queen  Mary,  and  James  Lawson,  the 
colleague  and  successor  of  Knox,  with  whom  he 
continued  afterwards  to  maintain  an  intimate  friend* 
ship.     It  does  not  appear  who  was  the  tutor,  or  re* 

•  Melville's  Diary,  p.  «8. 
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gent,  as  he  was  called,  that  carried  them  throngfa 
their  course  of  philosophy  *.  A  view  of  the  state 
of  education  at  St.  Andrew's  wiU  be  given  in  a  sub- 
sequent  part  of  this  work.  It  may  be  sufficient  at 
]^esent  to  notice,  that  the  means  of  instruction  in 
St.  Mary's  were  more  ample  than  in  either  of  the 
two  other  colleges.  It  had  separate  classes  for 
grammar  and  rhetoric ;  and,  besides,  a  teacher  of 
law,  to  whose  lectures  the  students  of  philoso- 
phy had  access  before  they  commenced  masters  of 
tirtsf. 

Having  finished  the  usual  course  of  study,  Mel- 
ville left  the  University  of  St.  Andrew's  with  the 
character  of  ^  the  best  philosopher,  poet,  and  Gie- 
rian  of  any  young  master  in  the  land  t-** 

While  Melville  was  engaged  in  his  acaiiemieal 
education,  Buchanan  returned  to  his  native  country. 
It  id  much  to  be  regretted,  that  we  have  such  scaor 
ty  infbrmation  respecting  the  manner  in  which  that 
great  scholw  was  employed  from  1561  to  1567» 
when  he  became  principal  of  St.  Leonard's  coU^e. 
As  it  is,  we  are  left  to  suppose  that  he  spent  the 

*  Dempsler  mentiaQa  Alexander  Rtmaay  as  the  freeeptar  of  Mel- 
Tilk.  "  Alexander  RamsayuB  vir  doctissimua  in  patrio  Sanctandreano 
Gyninasio  prsdaram  famam  ab  eruditione  aoccpit^  Andrea  Mehini 
pnrceptor.  Scripsit  Panegyricos  Latinos:  Casdgationem  Veteram 
Dionyflii  Halicanuissi  Interpretnm  Lattnonun:  Notes  in  D.  Paulini 
.Opera.**  (Hist  Eccks.  Scot.  lib.  16.  p.  563.)  I  have  not  met  with  the 
name  of  Alexander  Ramsay  as  a  teacher  at  St.  Andrew's ;  perhaps  he 
tanght  at  Paris  while  MdviHe  was  liiere. 

+  Fundatio  et  Erectio  Novii  Collegii/Anno  1553.  Mel?ille*s  Diary, 
p.  16. 

I  Melville's  Diary,  p.  98.    See  also  Note  £. 
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time  in  teaching  the  qneen  Latin,  and  in  preparing 
his  poems  for  the  press.  In  a  copy  of  verses  ad- 
dressed to  him  on  his  recovery  from  a  dangerous 
iUness,  MelviUe  calls  him  his  Master*.  In  the 
absence  of  all  other  information,  we  are  not  perhaps 
warranted  to  take  this  exjM^ssion  literally  as  imply- 
ing that  he  had  been  under  his  tuition.  But  con- 
sidering the  zeal  with  which  Buchanan  patronized 
Uteratnre,  and  the  affability  with  which  he  received 
young  men  of  promising  talents,  it  is  highly  proba- 
ble that  Melville  was  at  this  early  period  admitted 
to  his  society,  and  profited  at  least  by  his  private 
instmctions,  during  the  visits  which  he  appears  to 
have  paid  to  St.  Andrew's  f .  The  fame  which  his 
illustrious  countryman  had  acquired,  and  the  perusal 
of  hii  poems,  must  have  roused  the  youthful  fancy 


•  cr 


Andreas  Mdvinus  Geo.  Bnchanano  ^raeceptori  aoo  &  Musarum 
pcureDti."  (Testimonla  prefix.  Oper.  Bachananj,  p.  SI.  Edit.  Rud- 
dim.)  It  may  be  remarked^  that  Sir  Thomas  Randolph,  the  well  known 
mnbaasador  from  Elixabeth  to  Scotland,  when  he  mentions  BuduuMn, 
.uses  the  expression  **  my  Master,"  both  in  letters  to  him  and  to 
others.  (Buchanaai  Epistole,  pp.  18,  19.)  Ruddiman,  in  his  Notes 
on  Bnchanan^s  Life,  says,  that  Randolph  was  taught  humanity  by 
Budianan,— -''  a  Buchanano  humanloribus  Uteris  eniditus.'*  The 
writer  of  Randolph's  lafb  in  the  Biographia  Britannica  (voL  y.  p.  3490.) 
understands  this  as  meaning  that  he  had  Buchanan  for  "  his  school- 
master,*' before  he  entered  the  university  of  Oxford.  This  is  a  mis- 
take ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  Randolph  studied  under  Buchanan  in 
the  University  of  Paris,  when  he  fled  from  England  into  France  to 
escape  the  persecution  of  Queen  Mary.  This  was  in  1553.  (Biogr. 
Brit  nt  supra.  Wood*s  Athens  Oxoniensis,  by  Bliss,  vol.  i.  p.  567.) 
In  the  course  of  that  year  Buchanan  taught  at  Paris,  as  a  regent 
in  the  Coll^  (^  Boncourt.  Irving's  Memoirs  of  Buehanan,  p.  90. 
9d£dit. 
t  Epist.  Dedic.  in  Franeiscanoi. 
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of  Melville,  and  led  him  to  devote  himself  to  a  grpe- 
cies  of  composition  in  which  he  afterwards  attained 
to  great  excellence.  To  this,  however,  his  mind 
had  been  attracted  at  a  still  earlier  period.  His 
brother  was  an  admirer  of  the  Latin  poetry  of  the 
Italians,  who  had  recently  cultivated  the  ancient 
language  of  their  country  with  uncommon  ar- 
dour and  the  most  wonderful  success.  Palingenius, 
in  particular,  was  a  fevourite  with  Richard  Mel- 
ville on  account  of  the  purity  of  his  moral  senti- 
ments, as  well  as  the  elegant  dress  in  which  they 
were  clothed;  and  he  was  wont  to  repeat  passages 
from  his  Zodiacus  Vif/e  to  the  youth  of  his  family, 
and  to  make  them  conmfiit  the  poem  to  memory  *. 

While  Melville  was  yet  at  the  university  of  St. 
Andrew's,  his  talents  had  attracted  the  notice  of 
learned  foreigners  who  visited  Scotland.  Among 
these  was  Petrus  Bizzarus,  a  poet  of  Italy,  who  had 
left  his  native  country  from  attachment  to  the  re- 
formed religion.  After  spending  some  time  at  the 
court  of  London,  he  came  to  Scotland,  where  he 
was  honourably  received  by  Queen  Mary,  and  by 
the  Earl  of  Murray,  who  had  then  the  chief  direc- 
tion of  the  government  f .  Melville  was  introduced 
to  Bizzari^  who  expressed  his  warm  regard  for  him 

*  Melville's  Diary,  p.  8. 

t  Bizzarus  infonns  us  that  Mary  presented  him  with  a  chain  of 
gold^  and  he  has  addressed  one  of  his  treatises  to  that  princess.  (Varia 
Opuscula,  f.  28^  a.)  In  a  poem  inscribed  '*  Ad  Jacobum  Stuardum 
Scotum^"  he  celebrates  the  victory  which  that  nobleman  gained  over 
the  Earl  of  Huntly,  in  such  terms  as  to  warrant  the  conclusion^  tliat 
he  was  then  in  Scotland.  (Ibid.  f.  93,  a.)  The  battle  of  Corrichie> 
in  which  Huntly  fell^  was  fought  in  October^  1563. 
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in  a  copy  of  verses  inserted  in  a  work  which  was 
soon  afiter  published  *.  This  was  a  flattering  com- 
pliment to  so  young  a  man,  especially  as  he  was  the 
only  scholar  in  his  native  country  who  shared  this 
honour  with  Buchanan, 

Having  acquired  all  the  branches  of  learning 
which  his  native  country  afforded,  Andrew  Melville 
resolved  to  complete  his  education  on  Hie  Continent 
In  autumn,  1564,  being  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  set 
out  for  France,  having  previously  obtained  the  con- 
sent of  his  brothers  to  the  journey.     His  voyage 

*  The  following  are  the  luies  referred  to  :— 

Ad  Andream  MelTinum  Scotuin. 
N^Ua  apis  Hyblseis  legit  de  floribus  unquam, 

Deq  ;  vllia  herbis  dulcia  mella  magia  ; 
Dolda  vina  magia  nunquain  de  duldbua  Yvda 

Vila  dedit  ?itia  qiudibet  ax^  poli : 
Qoto  mihi  dulcia  adea,  duld  sermone^  tuisq ; 

MeUitia  verbia^  moribua^  ingenio. 
Sincerum  pectua,  fidei  conatantia  vere, 

Varaq  ;  ainoera  cum  pietate,  fidea  ; 
Me  tibi  aic  vindo  dudum  obstrinxere  tenaci, 

Meluine^  vt  poaait  aoluere  nulla  dies. 
Nulla  diea  aoluet,  diatantia  nulla  looonua, 

Imminuet,  firmum  aed  mihi  lemper  erit 
Petri  BizaBari  Varia  OpYicyla^  f.  109,  b.  Venetiia,  1565, 12ino. 

For  pointing  out  to  me  thia  rare  bode,  and  for  other  valuable  no« 
tioea,  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Irving,  the  learned  biographer  of  Buchanan, 
—dome  of  Bizzari'a  poema  were  afterwarda  reprinted  in  DeUiiw 
Foetarum  Itaiorum.  The  one  juat  quoted  ia  there  inscribed  **  A^ 
Anidream  MHuinum,"  (torn.  L  p.  437.)  Bizzari  ia  also  the  author  of 
a  hiatory  of  the  war  in  Hungary,  from  1564  to  1568,  written  in 
Italian,  and  a  hiatory  of  Peraia,  in  Latin.  A  letter  from  him  to  Lor4 
Burleigh,  written  from  the  Turkish  dominions,  Aug.  18, 1575,  ia  in- 
serted in  Murden*s  State  Papers,  p.  287. 

C 
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wm  both  tadioas  and  jdangerous;  Thzou^  skren 
of  weatker  he  was  obliged  to  land  ia  Rugiandj  .ood 
afterwards  to  go  to  Bouxdea«x>  £rom  whidi  he  re* 
tuxned  by  sea  to  JMspfe.  HaYmg^  readied  Parian 
he  immediately  commenced  hia  ^udies  in  the  x»- 
nowMd  lutt^uaitjr  of  tiiat  dty. 

We  a[ia7  in  genictal  fona  aeanract  eatiirmte  of  Ibe 
Ilrogiess  which  a  yomig  man  of  talents  and  thint 
for  knowledge  wiH  make^  from  the  state  of  ednca^ 
tioiit  and  the  diaracter  of  the  teachers^  ia  the  semU 
aarj  whacfa  he  attends.  The  university  of  Fariahad 
long  enjoyed  a  pre-eminent  reputation  among  the 
great  sdiools  of  £urqpe>  founded  on  its  antiquity, 
the  number  of  its  ooUeges,  the  eztait  of  its  revenues, 
and  the  venerated  names  which  stood  enrolled  in  its 
registers  as  {professors  and  graduates.  Attracted  by 
these  considerations,  aJBultitiide  of  young  men  from 
all  the  surrounding  oountriea  flocked  to  it  annually, 
and  were  admitted  citizens  of  one  or  other  of  the 
four  nations  into  whidi.thal tettmedcorpcunrtion  was 
divided  *. 


*  The  four  natiqMi  wnethow  o£  Fniifl8>  Fkardjf^  Normandy,  tani 
GenoMAj  or  EpgUnd,.  in  yihioh  last  Scotland  and  Ireland  wa:e  in« 
daded#  In  151^  tliere  were  90  Regents  belonging  to  the  nation  of 
Krancealmie^  (BntKi  Hist.  UniTcrsiUtit  Pariiiensisy  tmn.  vi.  p.  49l) 
In  the  ISth  oentnrj,  the  nmnber  of  memhera  of  the  univmity  nearly 
equalled  that  of  the  citizens  of  Paris^  and  included  students  from 
every  part  of  Cliristendom.  (Epist.  Diogillensis  ad  Abslardum,  apud 
BaU  Hist  torn.  ii.  p.  663.)  About  the  beginning  of  the  I6th  cen- 
tury, there  were  10,000  persons  in  it  engaged  in  difl&rent  branches  of 
study.  (Pontanus  de  Obedientia,  lib.  5.  cap.  6.  apud  Gtatiarum  Act 
pro  InaUuraU  Parisiensi  Academia,  p.  14.  Paris.  1601.)  Joseph 
says,  that,  when  he  attended  the  ttiUTenttyj  (which  was  oify 
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But  whatever  was  Ita^p^ular  celebrity,  the  wA- 
versity  of  Paris  was  indebted  for  its  real  endnenee 
to  the  Jfo^  Trilingual  College,  founded  is  15ti9 
hy  Fratieia  I.  at  tile  recommetidalion  of  BadMut 
That  great  adudar  *  had  long^  lamented  the  ine& 
firiencjr  of  the  nmversitf  for  pMnoting  the 'in- 
terests  of  literatui^  and  despaired  of  introdudng 
a  tolerable  refconn  into  coUegee  founded  in  lis* 
eflil^hfened  tknee,  and  gov^iMd  bylaws  land  usages 
wlddi  Were  as  deeply  rooted  in  im^eterate  prejuv 
dice  as  they  were  inreecoicileable  to*  the  priadplea  of 
Hberal  seienee.  The  new  instrtution  was  fiNrmed 
oil  the  mod^  of  the  Bnslidian  College  aft  Louvaiqi 
which  had  been  so  zealously  patronised  by  Erast' 
muB  f .  It  was  the  intention  of  Budasua  to  hare 
had  that  dSstinguished  sefciriiar  jriiaced  at  its  head  ( 
bUfr  he  dieclined  aft  honoar  which  be  foresaw  wauld 
in>K)lVe  him  in  those  trdublesome  and  unsafe 
pMes  firom  which  it  was  his  uniform  object  to 
cape.  The  Royal  Trilingual  CMlege  was  originally 
intended,  as  its  name  imports,  for  teaching  the 
three  learned  languages,  Latin,  Greek,  and  He- 
Inrew ;  although  it  was  seme  time  before  a  teacher 
of  Latin  was  appointed,  owing  to  the  oi^>i6s!l5d^ 
made  by  the  memAiers  of  the  university,  which  1m 
Braanms,  in  <me  of  his  lettars,  to  call  them  bilhguki 


f 


a  few  years  before  Mdville  entered  it,)  there  were  thirty  fkou$and 
atodenta.    Dee  Maizeaux,  Scaligerana,  &c.  torn.  iL  p.  490. 
•  ^  Nimqaam  eiit  in  Gallia  alter  Budsos."    Scaligerana  SecalkUu 
f  J.  Frid.  Burscber,  Spidlegia  Antogr.  Epist.  ad  Brasmum,  Spt« 
dkg;  It.  p.  0>  7*    lips.  ISOSi 
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pedanto.  The  friends  of  learning  obtained  from 
Francis  I.  and  his  successors,  the  endowment  of 
additional  classes  in  the  new  establishment;  and 
when  Melville  came  to  Paris^  there  were  royal  pro- 
fessors in  all  the  branches  of  science,  except  Civil 
Law  and  Divinity.  Previous  to  the  erection  of  the 
Boyal  Ck>Uege,  there  was  no  provision  in  the  uni- 
versity for  instruoting  yoiuig ;  i^en  in  the  learned; 
languages  ;  the. professors,  in  the  different  faculties, 
occupied  themselves  in  commenting,  on  barbarous 
and  monkish  authors,  and  in  the  discussion  of  frivo- 
lous and  intricate  questions ;  the  exercises  of  the 
students  omsisted  *  of.  noisy  and  captious  disputa- 
tions; and  degrees  were  conferred  in  a  manner 
whidi  would  be  reckoned  disgraceful  by  fliose  uni« 
versities  which  are  at  present  most  lavish  in  the 
distribution  of  their  nominal  literary  honours.*: 
But  a  change  to  the  better  might  now  be  observed 
in  every  branch  of  education.  The  court  had  the 
right  of  presentation  to  the  chairs  in  the  new  ccd- 
1^^,  and  as  it  was  become  fashionable  for  the 
kings  of  France  to  act  as  the  patrons  of  learnings 
men  of  talents  and  erudition  were  usually  appoint- 
ed to  fill  them.  In  addition  to  the  direct  influence 
of  their  instructions,  they  contributed  indirectly 
but  powerfully  to  reform  the  university.  They  ex- 
cited strong  hostility  indeed,  but  they  at  the  same 
time  produced  emulation.    They  occasioned  fierce 

•  Bulsi  Hist.  torn.  tL  pp.  iL  915.    Oiatitnim  Actio^  ut  sspn, 
p.  14. 
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disputes  by  provoking  the  resaitment  of  illiterate 
sophists  and  bigoted  theologues,  but  they  also 
brdce  the  slumber  which  these  liteiary  drones  had 
hitherto  indulged  in  their  cells,  and  roused  them 
to  exertions  which  otherwise  they  never  would  have 
made.  The  professors  in  the  old  colleges  perceived 
that  they  were  in  danger  of  being  eclipsed  by  their 
more  learned  Imd  active  rivals,  and  were  reduced  to 
the  alternative  of  exerting  themselves,  and  adopting 
the  new  improvements,  if  they  did  not  wish  to  see 
their  lessons  contemned,  their  classes  deserted,  and 
their  emoluments  alarmingly  reduced. 
-  When  Melville  entered  the  university  of  Paris,  it 
was  in  its  most  prosperous  state.  The  late  improve- 
ments had  ]nroduced  their  salutary  fruit,  and  they 
had  not  yet  felt  the  blasting  influence  of  the  spirit 
of  faction  and  fanaticism  engendered  by  the  infam- 
ous League,  whidi,  within  a  short  time,  destroyed 
the  labours  of  many  years,  and  reduced  that  flour- 
ishing seminary  to  its  original  barbarism*.  The 
nation  was  enjoying,  a  respite  during  the  interval 
between  the  first  civil  war  which  ended  in  1563, 
and  the  second  which  broke  out  in  1567 ;  and  seve- 
ral of  the  professors,  who,  as  well  as  the  students, 
had  been  involved  in  the  public  confusions,  had  re- 
tomed  to  Paris,  and  were  restored  to  the  chai^ges 
which  they  had  left,  or  from  which  they  had  been 
by  the  violence  of  the  times  f. 


*  LibeUus  Sapplex  ad  August.  Senatvm  pro  Arcademia  Parisiensi^ 
p.  14.    Pariij  1601.    Gratiaivm  Actio  pro  Inataorata  Pariaieiiii  Aca-i 
demia,  pp.  15^  86—89.    Paris^  1601. 
t  Bulari  Hist.  Uniy.  Paris,  t.  vi.  pp.  550^  551.  Bayle^  Diet,  art  JtamSe. 

C3 


82  LIFE  OF  ANDEBW  MELVILLE. 

^' Among  the  pfofaagors  whose  lectoras  were  aiU 
tended  hy  MelfiDe^  we  find  the  names  of  tfaoee  wiMi 
lirid  adisdiq^tfaed  xttik  in  llielr  seveml  pr^^ 
oftd  to  whom  letten  ttid  philoeophy  nxe  under  Ab 
gfenteetrtMigtttione.  TfaoQimicdiaar  iDthoRog^nl 
fkUegt  was  still  filed  byr  Tnrnolrae,  who  had  fiww^ 
inerly  been  the  eidleaf^  of  Budianan  in  that  miU 
tfcnAty,  and  irho  united  an  elegant  taste  with  iira 
idgfaest  critical  attainments.  MelviUo  had:  Aa  hap^ 
ikness  to  attend  the  last  coarse  of  leGtnrea  (ddirered 
bjr  that  learned  man  in  die  year  in  which  be  died^; 
Hercems  and  Quinquaf hoiWs  w^f*  cooJuiKt  royvi 
Ptofessora  of  HcAtrew  asad  OlMldee.  By  Jdaioasi  M*» 
^ttoctioni,'^  iSm '  elementafy  treatisea  tduch  he  pab^ 
IMhed,  and  his  translations  from  Hdbniw  «id  Ghali* 
dee,  the  former  ^oontribiitdi  mon  Aan>aiiy  indiFi* 
dteal'  of '<hat  ^  (0  tiie  advaMeanent-^f/eaaibeni 
Maiming^.  His  ciMnmefttaHee  onvthe  Old  Aatnneafe 
diifll  deserve  the  attention  <rf  the  btbUeal^  student  ;> 
and  Father  Simon,  whose  judgment  was  siifficieafly 
^tidious,  has  pronounced  the  faiglt^  enlogimn  on 
Ittmf  when  ha  sajrsi  that  Merd^  possessed  all  the 
qaalifications  of  an  interpreter  of  Scripture,  and  that 


•  He  died  prematurely  in  Jane  1565.  (Hist.  Typognphonna 
Btarki.ppw  4f-r»TB.  JMmm,  ti»  MS.)  It  hai  tiiea  snppoied  timihe 
wm  of  SoQltcatnustiaB,  aidUiat  hit  ptoper  name  wasToumebeiifca 
TnmbnU.  Dempster  says  he  was  of  the  same  family  aa  Williaai^ 
Tumboll,  hiahop  of  Glasgow.  (Hist  EecL  Soot  p.  OSS.)  Anotfacv 
writer  says,  "  £x  famflia  Tnralmllorum  in  Liadalia  Sootic  provinda 
eriundns."  f  D.  Buchananus  de  Script.  Soot.  MS.  in  Bibl.  CoU. 
Stin.)  And  again^  in  the  Appendix,  **  Hadrianua  Tnznelras  8coto 
a?o  natus." 


iSIm  mfy  diing  tio  be  r^xvkted  in  lum  ii»  tliat  ha 
BoSkmA  huDBdf  io  be  carried  «wbj  by  tlie  novdl 
•pfadiMii  of  tin  refofmera*.  Ginq  ArbraB,  thongli 
dertihite  of  ihe  cndcai  acumtn  ttodextenshire  knowu 
kdga  0f  bk  ooBeagme,  faM  Aowft  tfast  he  was  w^ 
M^pafarteil  iriik  Hehie#  grainiBBr  f «  Uxkter  auch 
Mm  MMten,  MdWUe  appQed  bimidf  with  greet 
attidnitf  to  Ibe  etudf  of  oriental  laaguage^  whicb 
he  fonUL  mat  acquire  in  Mb  native  oottatry: 

We  miiM  not  oitiit  to  nention  here  the  odebrated- 
IVtraa  BaaMt,  who  excited  so  much  ootioe  by  hH 
hold  and  ptnaev^riog  attaeka  od  the  Aristoteliaff 
FUieaophf  ,  and  beeaaoe  the  founder  of  a  new  aeel 
wUeh  jBokde  no  inconaideraUe  prograse  in  tiie 
aehbols  (ii  ESioropi^  Whatever  (pinion  may  be  en- 
tertained on  the  merits  of  his  system  of  logic,  or  its 
tendency  to  advance  real  science^  it  does  not  admit 
of  a  doubt  that  a  young  man  of  talents  must  have 
deriml  the  greatest  beaefit  from  a  teacher  of  such 

*  tbmm^  Hkloire  Cridqne  tie  V.  Teftameiit,  Hr.  iiL  ciup.  14» 
Bcnr  feonety  T.  J.  et  Prefiit.^it8iii  Meroen  Gomment.  in  Bcdesiisteii. 
liie  lint  wptnte  waA  fbrnal  kettise  on  Childaie  gnmmar  imi 
^  TMwiafa<H>ainitticcnlingwg€liiUliwp>qqg  eC  Sjikea  didtar^ 
JohMme  Macao  flebnScaram  Literamm  Professore  Regia  Fixis. 
1500."    410.     Betutiftinj  printed  at  tlie  rojal  prcM  by  William 

T  ^  00  Re  GtmutiatierHelii  iNn  iiiii  OpoBy  In  gratiam  Stndioaomni 
HngQ«  SanctK,  methodo  fadUima  ooiiicriptUD>  Anthore  Johanno 
iJj^DqaxAnieo  Anrihoensl,  Kuguafom  Hebraics  et  Caldaicc  Regio 
Pkofcamre.  Tertia  et  Poetrema  (eeditto.  Pmdia  apod  Ifartmimi 
JvTOKni.  ISSe."  VTdflia  says  that  this  work  waa  printed  at  Pftrie 
is  \6A9. 1669.  and  1589.  ]IKbL  Hebr.  torn.  iL  p.  615.  But  it  ap« 
pcan  finom  die  abo?e  tide  that  diere  were  two  editiona  of  it  belbn 
155e. 
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ardoui*  and  independence,  if  not  ori^nality  of  mind, 
and  of  8o  much  eloquence,  as  Ramus  possessed* 
The  greatest  men  of  that  age  were  trained  up  under 
him*;  and  several  of  those  who,  like  ScaUger^ 
have  spokai  disrespectfully  of  his  merits,  were  in^ 
debted  to  him  for  that  acuteness  and  classical  taste 
which  enabled  them  to  detect  the  blunders  which  he 
committed,  and  into  which  he  was  betrayed  by 
precipitation  and  a  fondness  for  distinguishing  him- 
self in  every  department  of  knowledge.  He  waB  at 
this  time  Royal  Professor  of  Roman  Eloquence,  as 
well  as  Principal  of  the  College  de  Presle.  Mel- 
ville attended  his  lectures,  and  we  shall  afterwards 
have  occasion  to  shew  that  he  introduced  the  plan 
of  teaching,  and  the  mode  of  philosoj^xing,  fol- 
lowed  by  his  master,  into  the  universities  of  Scot- 
land f. 


*  Nicolaus  Nanoelius^  referring  to  his  having  taught  in  15^  under 
Ramus  in  the  coHcge  de  Presle^  says,  in  a  letter  to  Buchanan, ''  ubi 
R^ii  turn  jurenes  Stuarti  vestrates  discebant."  (Buchanani  Epistolc, 
p.  33.)  One  of  these  was  the  Prior  of  St.  Andrew*Sj  afterwards  the 
Begent  Murray.  It  appears,  from  a  Visitation  of  St.  Leonard's  col« 
lege,  that  he  was  on  the  Continent  in  1551 ;  for  a  cause  is  delayed 
*'  usque  ad  redditum  [[reditum]]  Dni  Commendatarii  Prioratus  8. 
Andrete-T-ex  parUbus  trausmarinis."  (Papers  of  St.  Leonard's  Go!* 
lege.)  And  a  Commission  by  William,  bidibp  of  Aberdeen,  is  signed 
by  the  Prior,  as  a  witness,  at  Paris,  Septeiltber  13,  1552.  (Keith's 
Scottish  Bishops,  p.  74.) 
.  t  Melville's  Diary,  p.  33.  Besides  the  lectures  of  these  professors, 
he  attended  also  those  of  Duretus,  Paschasius,  Forcatellus,  Caipen- 
tarius,  and  Salignacus.  Louis  Durat  was  the  favourite  physician  of 
Chades  IX.  and  Henry  III.  (Teissier,  Eloges,  t.  ii.  p.  390,  9d  Edit) 
^Paschasius  Hamelius  succeeded  Orontius  Fineus,  the  first  royal 
Professor  of  Mathematics,  and  died  in  1565.    Buleus,  vi.  651.  915* 
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'  While  he  listened  to  the  instructions  of  the  Royal 
Professors,  Melville  took  his  share  in  the  usual 
academical  exercises.  And,  during  the  second  year 
of  his  abode  in  the  university, .  he  excited  great 
admiration  by  the  ease  and  fluency  with  which  he 
declaimed  in  Greek  *. 

.  Two  circumstances  relating  to  the  university  of 
Paris,  during  the  time  that  Melville  attended  it, 
are  deserving  of  notice.  The  first  relates  to  the 
religious  liberty  that  was  enjoyed,  and  the  rapid 
progress  which  the  protestant  opinions  were  con- 
sequently making  in  it.  A  number  of  the  profes- 
sors, including  several  heads  of  colleges,  avowed 
their  attachment  to  these,  and  others  were  strongly 
JBUspected  of  the  same  religious  bias  f .    But  a  few 

966.— Foitatellus  was  the  author  of  two  works  on  the  science  which 
he  taught:  '^  Le  Troiai^me  Livre  de  Aiithmetiqiie,  par  Pierre  de 
ForcadeL'*  Paiia,  1667,  4to ;  and  ''  Les  Six  Premises  Livres  dea 
Elteents  d'ETclide  trad,  et  commentez  par  Pierre  Forcadel  de  Be- 
nea."  Paris,  1564.  4to.— Jacobus  Carpentarins  (Charpentier)  the 
great  oj^nenf  ol  Ramus,  was  chosen  royal  Pnxfesscv  of  Mathematics 
in  1565*  Ramus  opposed  his  admission  on  the  ground  of  his  igno- 
nnoe  of  that  science,  and  urged  that,  as  he  had  taken  the  title  of 
Professor  of  Philosophy  and  Mathematics,  there  was  reason  to  fear 
he  intended  to  confine  himself  to  the  former  branch,  and  to  n^lect 
the  latter.  (Bulcusi,  tom.  vi.  pp.  650 — 652.)  James  Melyille  men* 
tionsSalinactis  among  the  professors  of  Matl^matics.  But  this  is  a 
mistake.  Joannes  Salignacus  was  the  favourite  scholar  of  Vatablus, 
and  distinguished  for  his  acquaintance  with  Jewish  and  Rabinical 
learning.  He  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  royal  ProfeascMrs  of 
Hebrew  when  Melville  was  at  Paris.  (Colomesii  Gallia  Orientalis, 
pp.  3S— 35.    Calvini  Epist.  et  Resp.  p.  163.    Oper.  tom.  ix.) 

•  Melville's  Diary,  p.  S3. 

t  Nicholas  Charton,  Principal  of  the  College  of  Beauvais,  Jean 
Dahin,  Principal  of  Chenai,  and  Pierre  Ramee,  Principal  of  Presle, 
with  others  of  inferior  note^  were,  in  1568,  ^ected  from  their  situa* 
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fenu  afi^r  Melville  left  Pnis,  all  tfaose  who  nfosed 
tombscribe  the  Roiaan  Catholic  &ith^  Inchldil^ 
the  8tttd»ita»  were  driven  from  the  onl venit^  ^« 
The  other  cucumstaiioe  aUnded  to  is  the  opefiiiig 
of  the  C!oll^e  of  Caecinoot  at  Paris  bf  the  Jesttite* 
with  the  exertions  made  by  that  intriguiib^  otder  to 
pun  jidmkfiion  into  the  umverdty^  and  to  inainiiate 
dtemseilves  into  the  diief  management  of  the  edu* 
cation  of  youth.  At  the  head  of  this  qew  estabUsh^ 
litant  was  a  countryman  of  Melville'fl^  Edmund  l{ay» 
who  hadbeen  a  r^ent  in  the  university  of  St.  Abr 
drew's,  and  left  Scotland  at  the  establishment  of  the 
Befonnation^  to  which  he  was  hostile  f.  Thagreater 


ikm,  AS  Hugonots.  (Buh^iu,  torn.  tL  pp.  657—660.)  The  other  tmi* 
tenhies  of  France  were,  in  proportion  to  their  extent,  rtUl  moie  gene- 
ally  infectsd  with  heresy*  In  Bonrges  eight  prdBesBors  were  so^ected 
of  Lutheranism.  (Beyle^  Diet  art.  Dauren.)  The  magistrates  o^ 
Paris^  in  15^,  enforced  their  petition  fbr  the  opening  of  a  class  of  Ci^ 
Law  in  the  capital^  by  urging  the  danger  to  whioh  their  sons  were 

flspoaed  of  hcti^  infected  with  heresy  at  other  uuTeraties*  (BnkeoSj 
tL668.) 

•  Bnbens,  t1.  508.  683. 

t  Records  of  tJnirersity  of  fit  Andrew's.  Gmwftaid  says  he  wai 
die  son  of  Peter  Hay  of  Meggins,  ancestor  of  the  Earls  of  lti?^Fywfi 
(Officers  of  Btatej»  p*  137.)  But  he  seems  to  hsTc  confounded  the 
Jesolt  with  a  person  of  the  same  name^  who  was  an  Advocate.  Theie 
IS  iio  efidence  that  the  fomott  ever  'nllowed  the  pioression  of  Iaw ^ 
aa  Crawford  asserts.  He  had  left  Scotland  in  1660>  or  at  any  rate 
was  in  France  in  1S6I^  and  continued^  tin  his  deaths  to  hold  a  distin^* 
lliBshed  place  among  the  Jesuits  in  that  country.  Mr.  £dmnnd  Hayx 
advocate^  was  one  of  the  Connsd  for  the  Sari  of  Bothwell^  on  his 
trial  for  the  mnrder  of  Domley>  and  in  the  process  of  his  divorce. 
(Buchanan's  Detection^  8ig.k>  a.  OoodaU^s  Examination^  i.  368.)  And 
he  signs  a  Contract  as  a  procurator^  Jan.  8. 1378.  (R^;ister-Book  of 
Cbntracts  of  the  Commissariot  of  St  Andrew's.) — ^Donpster  hias  stated 
with  more  prohabHity^  that  father  Edmnnd  Hay  was  descended  fVom 
the  ftmily  of  Palgaty^  in  Buchan.  (Hist  Eccks.  Scot  lib.  8.  p.  SOI.) 
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poft  of  Ae  Scots  wbo  retired  to  tke  CoataMSBf  firom 
mttftfhmmt  to  the  dd  religkniy  entered  into  the  0o# 
^ieisf  of  tbe  JeenitB,  in  wbiAi  thejr  wdre  enre  fo 
obtain*  psrawrtion;  ovrii^  to  tlie  ardotur  of  tfaeiir 
nel^  aftd  a  desire  t6  ellnre  converts  from  a  kingw 
dem  that  had  made  so  sudden  and  general  a  defee* 
tion  from  the  CattoUe  CBnireh.  Hay  was  ^ititkd 
tb  (hese  hoiMmrs  bftibe  respectahilitjr  of  his  diflne< 
ter  no  less  than  the  sacrifices  which  he  had  made 
fer  the  anrient  faith.  He  aftorprards  became  reetoif 
of  the  Academy  which  the  Jesuits  erected  at  Port^ 
»-l[ai»Mm»  Provincial  of  the  Brethjten  in  France^ 
and  Assistant  to  Ciiradlus  Aquanva,  thi  General  df 
the  whole  order  K  .       . 

The  knowledge  which  Melville  at  this  tame  ob^ 
tained  of  the  dmgoM  of  the  Jesuits,  promjpted  him 
to  exert  himself  afterwards  in  putting  the  universi* 
ties  of  Scotland  on  such  a  footing  as  to  render  it 
unnecessary  itur  young  men  to  sedi  education  »» 
faroady  where  they  were  in  the  utmost  danger  of 
being  seduced  by  these  active  and  artful  2{ealo(s  of 
Bomef« 

Melville  also  heard  Frauds  Baldwin,  the  lawyer; 
who  was  allowed  to  read  occasian^l  or.  eastraordir 

«  RitodaMira»  tlhutr.  Script  Sodet  Jat.  G^ 
Dempet.  nt  lapnu    A  letter  from  Edmund  Hay,  (**  ex  Piris.  idib. 
Feb.  lS6k^  In  which  he  gives  an  account  of  the  faoccufol  oodh 
neDeement  of  the  ooU^ge  of  CIermont»  and  the  oppodtion  it  had  met 
with,  ia  huertiBJl  hy  Bolcua.  Hlator.  UnlTera.  Paris,  torn.  vi.  p.  588^ 

t  In  1594,  the  JemM  Seminary  had  nearly  depqpolated  the  cdl« 
1^069  hi  the  uniTcnrity  of  Paris.   (Boheas,  at  si^ra,  p.  847.) 
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nary  lectures  on  Civil  Law  at  Paris  *.  There  was 
not  then,  nor  for  a  considerable  time  after»  a  rc^^ular 
dbss  for  this  science  in  the  university  of  Paris,  and 
it  was  not  without  strenuous  opposition  from  the 
other  teamed  corporations  in  fVance  that  its  erec- 
tion was  obtained  f  •  Melville  had  no  intention  of 
practising  law^  but  he  was  anxious  to  avail  himself 
of  the  opportunity  which  he  enjoyed  of  going  through 
a  complete  course  of  education.  With  this  view  he 
left  Paris  in  1566,  and  went  to  the  university  of 
Poictiers. 

•  Such  was  the  reputation  which  he  had  gained, 
lAat,  though  a  stranger,  and  only  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  he  was,  on  his  arrival  at  Poictiers,  made  are- 
gent  in  the  college  of  St.  Maroecm.  There  was 
great  rivalship  between  it  and  the  college  of  St. 
Pivareau,  the  students  of  each  endeavouring  to  ex- 
cel those  of  the  other  in  the  composition  of  varses, 
and  in  the  delivery  of  orations.  In  these  literary 
contests  the  collie  of  St.  Marceon  carried  away 
ike  palm  while  Melville  was  connected  with  it.  In 
this  situation  he  remained  for  three  years,  prosecut- 
itag  at  the  same  time  the  study  of  jurisprudence  ^. 
Meanwhile,  the  civil  war  between  the  Catholics  and 
Protestants,  which  was  renewed  in  1567,  spread 
through  the  kingdom,  and  extended  its  baleful  in- 

•  Melville's  Diary^  p.  S3,  fiayle  states  that  Baldwin^  about  the 
period  here  referred  to>  read  lectures  upon  parts  of  the  Pandects,  at 
FtaiB,  to  a  large  audience^  and  with  great  applause.  (Diet  art  JBon- 
domn,)  And  it  would  appear  that,  as  earlj  as  1 546^  he  and  Hottmnan 
prelected  on  Civil  Law  in  the  Eeoi^s  du  Dicret  Ibid,  art  Hoinum, 
(Francois)  note  M. 

t  See  Note  F.  X  Melville's  Diary,  ui  supra. 
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fluence  to  the  seats  of  learning.  In  1568,  Admiral 
Coligni,  at  the  head  of  the  Protestant  army,  laid 
si^ge  to  the  city  of  Foictiers,  which  was  vigorously 
defended  by  the  young  Duke  of  Ouise.  The  classes 
in  the  university  .being  broken  up,  Melville  entered 
into  the  fJEunily  of  a  Counsellor  of  Parliament  as 
tutor  to  his  only  son.  When  he  was  making  rapid 
improvement  in  his  education,  this  promising  boy 
was  prematurely  cut  off.  Coming  into  his  room 
one  day,  Melville  found  his  little  pupil  bathed  ia 
blood,  and  mortally  wounded  by  a  cannon  ball  from 
the  camp  of  the  besiegers  which  had  pierced  the 
hoiise.  He  lingered  for  a  short  time,  during  which 
he  employed  the  religious  instructions  which  he 
had  received  in  comforting  his  afflicted  parent;- 
and  expired  in  his  tutor's  arms,  pronouncing  these^ 

words  in  Greek,    AidodXaXi ,  ro¥  d^of/^  ftM  nnktpu»'^]lias^ 

teTf  1  hwoefimAed  my  course.  Melville  continued 
to  retain  a  lively  recollection  of  this  affecting  scene» 
to  which  he  never  could  allude  without  tears  *• 

During  the  siege  Melville  found  himself  exposed 
to  danger  fr<mi  another  cause.  He  had  taken  no 
part  in  the  political  dissensions  of  the  country,  and 
prudently  avoided  giving  offence  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics with  whom  he  was  obliged  to  associate.  But 
his  inclinations  as  to  religion  were  not  altogether 
unknown  f ,  and  any  mercenary  or  officious  informer 


•  MelTiDe'8  Diary,  p.  83,  34. 

.  t  There  had  heen  a  reformed*d»irdi  in  Poictien  toteveral  jeart, 
and  ita  ndniater  aat  in  the  first  National  Synod  of  the  Protestants  of 
France.  In  1560  the  seeond  National  Synod  was  held  in  that  city. 
(Qoids,  Synodioon,  i.  %  18.) 
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iBgfat  Imve  deprived  liHft  of  his  liberty,  orev^ihis 
life,  ia  a  plaee  whidi  w«  mnder  martial  law.  lliene 
waa  a  small  eompany  of  scMiers  statkmed  as  agiiai4 
to  the  Coimselkr'a  house,  and  Melville  had  raised 
die  sttspickms  of  the'  subaltern  offieer  who  emi^ 
manded  tliem,  by  readiB^  the  Bible,  and  nmilsr 
aeta  of  devotion^  wliicfa  were  usualiy  regarded  by  A^ 
Freneh  soldkry  as  the  discriminati]:]^  mailcs  of  ibe 
Hngonots  or  Christaitdfns  ^.  An  atarm  being  om 
day  giifMr  that  the  enmy  intended  an  assaoh:,  th& 
oflloer,  with  a  stem  tt>ice,  chaBenged  him  as  a  Ha« 
gottot.  Who  wotdd  betray  the  dty  to  the  enemy, 
and  whom  he  durst  mrt  trust  at  liberty.  Melvi&e 
repelled  this  diarge  with  warmth,  armed  Ums«lF 
with  the  utmost  expedition,  and  taking  a  horse  firani 
tiie  stable,  prepared  to  mount  it,  and  repair  to  tbe 
breach.  -  His  stout  averments,  and  the  alaiaity 
whieh  he  dist>layed,  staggered  the  snspieio&s  6l  thll 
soidier/wfto  im>w  requested  him  to  desist  fSrom  IdA 
prepanrtions.  ^  No,  na;  (answered  MdviBe)  Iwffi 
rtiew  myself  this  day  to  be  as  hcmest  and  as  brave 
a  man  as  you.""  Upon  this  tike  poor  fellow  had  re# 
eDttrse  to  entreaties  beggii^  hhn  not  to  inform  the 
master  of  the  house  of  what  te  had  done;  for  if 
the  matter  came  to^  the  ears  of  his  superior  officii 
he  woidd  lose  his  place  for  motesting  so  loyal  and 
good  a  subject.  And  he  ever  after  treated  Md^riBe 
with  the  most  profound  respect 

•  Tlie  Cathdlici  of  F^ot  were  aeeutoined  at  difa  time  te  apply 
both  these  jMom  lo  tbePtoieitims,    (B^Umi.  yi*  .493.) 
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The  siege  beiBg  raked^  MelviSe  resohred  to  q|nit 
Franee^  aad  repair  to  G^sieva  for  the  prosecution  of 
Hieetogicd  studies^  Gireat  caBtioa  was  neccooai'j 
is  eanykig  this  pokpose  isto  execation ;  for  it  was 
reported  that  foreign  troops  were  coming  to  the  as* 
aistanee  of  the  Admiral,  and  the  governors  <rf  the 
provinces  bordering  on  Switzerland  and  Gernuoij 
had  reeetved  strict  Mdera  from  the  ciNirt  to  soffer 
abonr  to  leave  the  kingdom  without  passports.  Hav« 
Img  coKerled  his  journey  with  a  young  Frendmian 
who  wished  to  accompany  him,  he  left  his  books 
and  4i(her  efforts  behind  him,  and  set  out  on  foot 
wHh  a  small  Hetoew  Bible  slung  from  his  bdt. 
This  Was  a  mode  off  travelling  to  which  he  was  par* 
tial,  and  the  usual  way  in  which  he  equipped  him* 
sdf  for  iC  Being  light  m  body,  and  fiall  of  spirits^ 
he  peifermod  the  joaraqr  with  great  ease ;  and 
l^b^a  hia  fellow-traveller,  exhausted  with  fatigue 
had  thrown  himself  on  bed,  he  sallkd  forth,  and 
aenlSn^  whatever  was  worthy  dT  being  seen  in  the 
pfeees  at  which  fliey  stoippeA.  By  avoiding  the 
pid>Bc  roadii  and  forC^ed  towns,  they  passed  the 
fitmtieiH  of  Fkrastce  without  meeting  with  any  inter* 
ruption.  Night  had  set  in  when  1h^  reached 
Chaneva,  and  the  cfty  viras  strictly  guarded  on  ac« 
CMBt  of  Ae  confusions  of  IVanee,  and  the  multitude 
of  sCrai^ierS  who  came  from  it.  Wh^i  questioned 
by  the  guard,,  the  Frenchman  replied  that  they  were 
poor  scholars  from  France.  The  countenance  of 
the^sddier  expressed  his  thoughts  as  significantiy  as 
if  he  had  said  aloud,  **  We  have  got  t(}0  many  per* 
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WOB  of  your  description  already.''  Melville;  perd^iv* 
iog  thisv  assured  him  that  they  had  enough  tf 
money  to  pay  for  all  that  they  required,  and  she^ 
ii^  him  the  letters  which  they  had  for  Mowk^ 
Besat  b^g^  to  know  whemth^y  would  find  that 
minister :  upon  whidi  the  gates  were  opened  to 
them. 

At  their  first  interview  Besa  was  highly  pleased 
with  Melville^  of  whom  he  talked  to  his  cofleagoea 
as  a  person  who  appeased  well  Qualified  to  ffll  tl^' 
chair  of  Humanity  which  hiq)pened  to  be  then 
vacant  in  their  Academy.    Accordingly  he  was  put ' 
on  trials  within  a  few  days  after  his  arrival,  an^* 
being  examined  on  Virgil  and  Homer,  acquitted 
himsdif  so  much  to  the  satis&ction  of  his  judges^ 
that  he  waa  immediatdy  admitted.    A  quarter  t>f ' 
a  year's  salary  was  paid  him  at  his  admission,  whicif ' 
proved.a  very  seasonable  relief;  for,  notwithstandii^ ' 
his  courageous  language  to  the  guard,  the  joint 
funds  of.  the  two  travellers  did  not  exceed  a  crowtt 
when  they  entered  Geneva.    He  was  now  able  to 
support  himself  creditably,  and  also  to  maintain.his 
despcpding  companion  until  such  time  as  he  obtaiv* 
ed  a  iaituation.      .  .  i 

During  the  ten  years  which  had  elapsed  since 
its  erectiout  the  Universityt  or  as  it  is  commonly 
called,  the  Academy  of  Geneva  *,  had  flourished 

*  Themagistntetof  Genera  htring  applied  to  the  King  of  Fhu^ 
to  obtain  the  privikgea  of  a  unireraity  to  their  academy,  his  maJeltfV 
after  oooaultationj  refiiaed  the  request,  upon  this  ground,  tihat  *'  OnU 
versities  were  found  to  be  the  nuraeries  of  heresy."  (S^bier,  flia- 
toixe  Litteraire  de  Geneve,  L  35.) 
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wider  the  fostering  care  of  the  magistrates  and 
ministers  of  that  energetic  republic.  It  was  at  this 
time  famished  with  teadiera  who  wete  inferior  to 
those  of  no  titled  university  in  Europe,  and  had  at* 
tracted  students  firom  every  protestant  country. 
The  professorship  which  Melville  had  obtained  was 
chiefly  valued  by  him  as  it  put  it  in  his  power  to 
avail  himself  of  the  talents  of  these  excellent  men 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  studies.  With  true  lite« 
nuy  ardour  he  waited  on  their  public  instructions 
as  a  scholar,  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  honour- 
ed, with  their  friendship  and  admitted  to  their  pri- 
vate society  as  a  colleague. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  he  made  that  progress 
in  oriental  literature  for  which  he  was  afterwards 
distinguished.  Rodolpb  Chevalier  *,  the  first  pro* 
fessor  of  Hebrew  in  the  academy,  had  lately  left 
Geneva,  and  was  succeeded  by  C!omelius  Bertram 
mu8«  The  talents  and  erudition  of  Bertram  were 
superior  to  those  of  his  predecessor.  His  bode  on 
the  Jewish  Polity  is  still  a  standard  work ;  and  his 
Comparison  of  the  Hebrew  and  Aramean  languages 
discovers  an  acquaintance  with  grammatical  ana* 
logy  very  imcommon  at  that  period  f.      Melville 

*  Astaine-Bodolphe  Chefdier  (CeTtlerios)  was  Queen  Eliza- 
beth*8  tutor  in  the  Frendi  language;  and  at  a  late  period  of  his  life 
be  appeara  to  have  taught  Hebrew  in  England.  Among  the  Baker 
1188.  ToL  SLiii.  S6.  is  ''  Account  of  Cevaleriosj  Hebrew  reader,  and 
hb  iaaue."  (Biogr.  Britan.  vol  L  p.  534.  9d  edit.  Teiaeier,  £loge8, 
torn.  ii.  p.  438.) 

f  Four  reoommendatory  poems  by  Melville  are  prefixed  to  this 
work.    Its  title  is:   ''  Comparatio  Grammaticv  Hebraic®  et  Arami- 
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Mquirdd  ftom  him  tiie  knowledge  of  Sjrriac,  wbitk 
jhad  but  tectiitly  beocone  a  sutgeet  of  sfaMJy  nmoBg 
^Eim^MuuB,  'ttul  m^kh  ig  so  useful  to  a  divine  fiwn 
its  near  affimtyto  the  Original  of  the  HUdsTrnttk- 
nehty  and  fif^om  the  aeneteitt  and  valuable  1rciping;ef 
tinf  New  Testameutwhidi  edsta  in  it*  .  .  .l^ 
'  The  Chreelc  chaif  in  the  acadMijr  waa  then  filkd 
by  Firandsisus  Portas,  a  native  of  the  ialanid  of 
Oandia^.  Portu^  is  well  known  to-  the  learned  bgr 
iiis  amimentaries  on  ancient  authors.  He  had  ve»* 
aided  at  the  court  of^  Ilenee»  the  atcamplisheii 
j^utchess  c€  Fernura,*and  retired  to  G^ie^a  ifor  the 
sake  of  enjoying  the  free  exercise  of  the  refoittad 
feligion.  Enthusiastically  attached  to  Ondan 
literature  frotn  patriotism  as  w^  as  profiossioi^ 
Portus  was  charmed  with  the  progress  which  Msl^ 
ville  had  made  in  ity  and  took  great  pleasure^  da 
pointing  out  to  him  the  beauties.'  of  hia  Batiiva 
tongue, :  and  in  discussing  with- hins  those  niacir 
questicMiis  in  ita  jdiilology  about  whidi  critics  weore 


Ob*  Ancitove  BonaTeiitttra  CoiDelio  Bertntno^  vtriiuqfae  lii!gtttt'I^t»« 
ftatore.  Apod  BynMtdrm  Vigiuni.  1574."'  4ttk  :  BtstrMtt^ifetti  Hk 
editor  (of  .the  Polyglot  Bible«  publiMhed^y  Commdin  iii.3  yol«^|li^ 
158G.  (Le  Long,  Bibliotheca  Sacra,  torn.  i.  part  i.  p.  384-5.  edit. 
Masch.)  For  his  other  works,  Bayle,  Tefisier,  and  Colaotedua 
{€^1HaOrielitafiB,>'S8:)na7lMroaAsiihed.  v  '    - 

*  Iiaae  CaaaubdB,  the  fiial  Grade  Bcholar  of  the  age  da  mhiek^ 
lived,  was  a  pupil  of  Portus,  and  has  pronounced  the  hig^ieat  enk^ 
gium  on  his  master.  '*  Sincera  pietast,  Tirtua  exoelkns,  et  aingulaiia 
doetrina,  bonia  omnibua  venerabilem  reddebant*''  (ftondtataaBdi  ad 
Apparat  AnnaL  Baronii,  p.  37.  edit.  1S63.  See  alao  VitkKknaAmd, 
pp.  4,  5.  edit.  AlmdoveeA.)  Several  Gtedc  poema  by  Fovtsaaie  la  the 
edition  Bezos  Poemahmj  pcinted  anno  1669.  * 
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tiiefr.  divided.  -  On  these. <)Miandii$Meh^^ 
times  votiired;  to./o^oae  the f airouriCe  opimooRvt 
his  maatelb  eitfaer.fimn  cQimfltisiv  or  with  Uie. view 
€f»=eHdting  fttlleiT>ittfaroislaott  on^thejwlyct,  •iln^si 
diqjN^  as'to  tins  pnqia!  pranundatioii  o£  th#laiir. 
guage,  and  the  power-of:  the  aeoents^  he  haji^^eiMd 
cam  day  to  podi  thSs  jobjectiMs^  rnther  >to#  freely^ 
upte  trhidi  the  jaalous  GajMUan'gtew:  waeBi#  and 
tesiiljr  exclaimed,  V69  ,Seoti^  voab^rbari,  docgbitkn 

lie^lif^YTom  SeQts,  ifoubatrbariane,  mil  teaek  n^ 
Greeks  kmi^  to  pfwumnce  our  awtk  iaflguagej  Jbr^ 

MHfn  *  ▼ 

...iBotthepenotL  to  whom  M^ville  fdt  the  strongs 
est  Atfanaction  at  Geneva^  was  the  celebrated.  ;Tlieo- 
dere  Beitey  who  peif armed  the  duty  of  porafeasor  <l£ 
divinity  lin  Uta;  aeademy^ : alttng  with? thali  of. a 
nrinnter  of  the  aty.o  After  the  death:- of  Gsltdnf 
Bern  was  unquestionably  the  fafighteat  ornament, 
and  the  most  powEr£al  chompioii,  of '  thfe  AefsrmsH 
tion.  Equally  distinguished  as  a  divine,  a  poet,  an. 
orator,  and  a  critic,  no  individual  contribut^d  more 
to  oilighten  and  adorn  the  age  in  which  h^  lived  f. 
His  editions  of  the  Greek  New  Testament,  acedm-' 
panied  with  a  Latin  translation  and  notes,  what* 
ever  defects  may  now  be  discovered  in  them,  were 
Hf  fiur  the  most  valuable  works  which  had  then 


*  lUvfllfl's  Diary,  p.  35. 
.  •  tCHMdmi^  in  one  of  his  letters,  calls  Besa,  8calif(er,  and  De  ThoCi,' 
^f  tke  teee  tntm  of  the  learned  world.**    (Epist.  p.  m.  edit.  Ahnek^ . 
▼ecn.) 

*  D2  •       • 
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Blesides  attending  the  sermons  and  the  adadraiieia 
]«relections  of  this  eminent  individoal,  MetvSUe  hud 
•tlie  haj[>pineM  of  being  ladiriltted  at  all  times  t(p  hili 
^private  society.  The  learning,  wit,  vhrsiAty,  iMd 
<d^ndonr,  which  Meltille  po^iesseA,  would  Of  thtittM 
Mves  have  recommended  him' to  the  notice  of  iktb 
#ho  was  So  susceptible  of  impressions  from  these' 
Qualities;  but ttere were dthetdrirafiistaneeswhiift 
^ntHbuted  to^  &ci)!tate  his  acc^sti  to  the  gbod  g¥aeM 
of  Beza.  That  i^otmet*  \rtiM  uniformly  pkr^&  tb 
Scotsmen.  He  admired  the  ecclesiastical  coaBtStU*^ 
tion  of  Scotland.  He  had  long  maintahied  an  !i!-^ 
timate  friendship  with  two  of  the  most  ffliisti^otiS 
ihdividuals  in  that  natibn,  Knor^and  BuchaiUkttJ 
And  there  was  at  that  time  in  Geneva  anoth^ 
Scotsman,  a  relation  of  Melville,  with  whom  he  bid 
liVed  for  many  years  as  a  colleague,  and  whom  he 
reveiied  for  ms'  talents*  and  virtues.  ■-  ''^ 

This  was  Henry  Scrimger,  whose  exertions 'fiij^ 
t}ie  reyi Val  of  letters  reflected  great  honoiir  oil  Bi^p- 

land^  althpugH  his  name  is  now  known  to  Sefw'^ 

'    '  ,  '  "  *■  ■ » 

000  M|MidhtMl>lly  IflC  from  die  company  bi  ministers  to  wait  Htm^ 
wha  wrf^e  inffctcd  ynih.  that  dreadfiil  malady.  The  Cooncil  ismied 
an  ofdptf  that  Beta  should  he  exe^npted  froni  the  lot,  upon  whidliiyb 
aptieut^^beflirethe^*^  and  begged  that  they  would  Roal  theif  otdto, 
itilto  UwkedvUpon  tht'ierrice  as  a  pari  of  his  ministrnd  ftmc^iqjft- 
Aep^diiig})i  his  Jiame  was  included  among  those  of  his  hrethrep.  la 
1572^  the  Churches  of  France  requested  his  assistance  at  the  '^^t!oittil 
Synod  of  Mlsmes:  The  magistrates  of  Geneva  did  not  tliink  it  aale 
fftr  him  10  utidertake  thb^jouimey/and  proposed  that  he  aboul^.  send 
lihem  his  advice  in  writing.  Beza  convinced  them  that  this  would 
not  answer  the  purpose^  and  after  a  long  debate  they  consented  that 
lie  should  go.  (Recueil  de  diverses  particularitez  concernant  Geneve  : 
90  Feh.  1570 ;  and  21  Apr.  1572.  M8.) 
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hm  eaaotXYsam*.    H«  mto  tb^  ika  of  Walter  ^prmi- 
ger  jdf  OlMBwell^.a  branch  of.  the  hooouriihl^  .foiiuly . 
af.|Uddup»  in  which  the  offices  of  royal  atandfu^d- 
beacer-^and  of  confitaUe  of  Xhindee  had  long  b^n 
haMcfitaiy.   .Having  finished  lua .course  of  educa*; 
tkaL  with  applause  at  St.  Andrew^s  *»  he  Went  tO: 
tiia  ipuvendty  of  J^biib,  &om.  which  he  removed  to 
Bouijges,  to   prosecute  the  ^udy  of   Civil  LaWi 
under- Bard  and  Duaren.    By  jthe  recommendation : 
of  tihe celebrated  Amiot».then  professor  *of  Greek  at. 
Bonrges  and  afterguards  raised  to  the  highest  offi^) 
ces,  he  .became  tutor  to  the  children  of  Secretary  > 
BonchereL    In  this,  situation  he  gave  such  satid&c- 
tioU:-  tiuKt  h^.  was  chosen  private  secretary  to  thej 
bishop  of  RenneSy  upon  his. appointment  as  ambasr 
•ador  £rom  the  court  of  Frmice  to  difierent  states  of 
Italy.    During  a  visit  to  Padua,  he  saw  the  noted 
Francis  Spira,  who  died  under  great  horror  of 
nnnd  in  consequence  of  hi^  recantation  of   the 
Fiotoetant  religicuL    This^  acene  produced  the  same 
effect  upon  Scrimger^s  mind  which  it  did  on  Verge- 
rioy  bishop  of  Capo  dlstria,  and  Gribaldi,  a  lawyer 
of  Padua;  and  he  determined  to  sacrifice-the  pros» 
pects  which  his  present  situation  held  out  toiiim, 
and  to  return  to  Switzerland^  where  he  might  pro- 
ftss  the  reformed  sentiments  with  safety.    Being 
invited  to  Augsbourg  by  the  Fuggers,  a  femily  who 
had  raised  from  the  mines  of  Tyrol  a  princely  for- 
tane;,  which  they  expended  in  the  advancement. of 

*8eeNoteG. 
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literftttm*,  Serimger  fiarnidied  the  likrary  of/Ul- 
rich  Fnggw  witii  tht  razest  bcx^  and  iiiaiiii8crifrt&; 
Bm^liig'biff  tWfelB^^in  liaty^im  -had  collected.  aoa|dt 
materialfl  fov  ccurrediiig  dM^wovks  of  the  anrifflntu 
and  ipttrticiilarly  those  <tf  Grtecef.  >  He  pahtiflhtJ 
a&  edition  of  fihe  NcfoelUe  ComtitutUmes  a£*Jmatiia^ 
ifin  in  Greek;  whidi  was  prized  by  the  first  lawjnoBl 
of  the  time;  and  the  editions  of  several' of  the  dai^ 
lAcB  pnblishedhy  Henry  Stephens  were  enriched  widi 
the  ▼arioii»  readings  and  remarks  which  he  tibenidl|r  > 
ocNonmnnidilied  to  that  learned  printer.  In  1668^ 
Calvin  persuaded  him  to  oome  to  Geneva.  Hm^ 
magistrates  conferred  on  him  the  freedom  o£>ih0 
city ;  andy  after  he  had  tau^t  £6r  two  years  aspm- 
fessor  of  philosoi^y,  they . appointed  him.to  tlie 
newly  erected  chair  of  Civil  Law,  whioh  he  filled  tiU 
his  death  t»  *  m  .    ^.i' 

'  *Slieil{ornl'A^o&iiiUte8Hi8t£cde8iafttic«,L71$.    Thetti^M- 
dMor  hm^toAttXiEd  fsrimisfiteti  reapeocbig  this  funiijrin  his  Awttemiu^ 

UsLiierafiah     ..,    .  .;.l  ^ 

f  §ee  under.  Note  G. 

i  MaitUlre^  Hist.  Cephas,  passiin.  Senebier>  Catalogue  Ralsoii^e 
aeli  mmrtdits  de  Qtaent,  p.  ms.  From  Cahin's  letter,  dated  StSi 
Oct^beti  iiOl^jt  appcan  thai  Serimg^r  was  not  then  at  Geneva*  Bht 
in  another  work^  Senebier  states  (apparently  from  the  public  reoords)^ 
that  he  was  admitted  professor  of  philosophy  at  Geneva  in  isei,  and 
tiMre  tiie  freedom*  of  the  city  wns  oontoredon  him  in  the  oourse^of  tbe 
same  yelff.  (Histoire  Litteraire>  i.  497.)  Among  the  witoesaes  to 
Calvin's  Testamtot,  made  S6th  April,  1564,  we  find  ''  speetatum  vi- 
mm  Henricnm  Serimgeram  pft>feBMNrem  attium/  and  he  h  indaded 
among  those  called ''dvesGenevenses.''  (Beza,  Viia  Cahini%)  '^Hca* 
ri  Scringer,  profcssenr  de  droit,"  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Cowicil 
of  LX. ''  3  Janvier,  1570^  k  Tage  de  64.*'  (Fragmens  Biography  ti 
Hist,  extraits  dc  Rcgistres  deGeBelFe,  p.  16.  Gen.  1815.) 
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iAaMfliviUe's  elder  faorotiberluidibeen.  mairied  to 
awlwjof;  Scrimger^  he  hiid  the  mdiQSt:MC96»  to 
Ibeeoaversation'of  Jiifl  venesible  oouttkiTBittii.Mfhitfk 
WBi  faii^y  vafaiahle  tr%mi  the  kuyvrledge  wfaioh.he 
lddl:aoqpiired  during  faia'tnurde^  and ; to:  his  library, 
whkh  was  stored  with  the  best  and  raieet  hooloiy 
hodi  printed  and  in^maniuicripfc.  -.  He  wae  a  fre* 
qsent  visitor  at  his  lodgings  in  town»:  and  also  fU  the 
^Vudety  a  neat  villa  whichSerimger  had  built  within 
a  leagoe  o£  Geneva^;  :and  where  he  icfaieftjr  resided 
daring  the  last  years  <if  his  Itfe^  with  his  wife  and 
aa  t>nl3r  daughter  *. 

u  At  Geneva  Melville  had  the  happiness  to  beoome 
personally  acquainted  with  several  other  individuals 
well  known  in  the  learned  world*  some  of  whom 
afterwards  corresponded  with  him.  Among  these  was 
Lambert  Danaeus>  who  was  at  that  time  aesodated 
with  Beza  in  teaching  theology,  and  afterwards  dis- 
charged the  same  office  in  the  university  pfLeyden  f . 
The  learned  pinter,  Henry  Stephens,  took  particu- 
lar notice  of  our  young  countryman,  and  spcdce  of  him 
in  the  most  flattering  terms  \.  He  also  obtained 
the  friendship  of  Faulus  Mdissus,  celebrate4  for  his 
Latin  odes,  and  translation  of  the  Psalms  into  Ger- 


.  *•  MdvOle's  Diary,  p.  35,  Jaium  Mdville  mentions  only  his  daugh- 
ter ;  bat  it  appears  from  a  letter  of  Sorimger  to  Buchanan,  tha|.  his 
wife  waa  alive  in  Aprils  1573^  (Buchan.  Epist  p.  9.)  .From  Bucha- 
ifan'alettar  to  hinij  it  would  seem  that  he  had  ktdy  been  bereaved 
^aomf  oihiidiildren.  (Ibid,  p^  8.) 

t  Reencil  de  diverses  particularitez  concemant  Geneve.  MS.  p. 
lis.    Seoebier,  Hist.  Litt.  i.  3i2. 

X  Caaauboni  Epiat.  p.  129.  edit.  Almelovcen. 
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man  T^rte^.  James  Ijediiis,  equally  distin^iiiifihed 
m  a  politidan  and  Ji  schdar,  wboae  >  natna  is  assM 
daibed  mrtdl  tlMM  of  fioimiTaid»  i  iRoset^ -juid  othar 
patriots,  in.theluslMyof  iiis€oaiiti7»jmd>wiioi^ 
permitted,  bjr  way  of  singular  honoiuv  to  oo^iqij^^A. 
HnB^ame  time  a<^hair  in  the  aeademy  and  the  lugIi-» 
est  office  ill  the  repuUic,  was  the  pupil  o£>  M^i^yUe^i 
forwhom  he  c^tanued  ^VW' after  to  eheridi  tlii^ 
Mghest  esteem  f.  .4 

'  The  massacre  of  the  Pvotestants,  which  oom-^ 
maioed  at  Fmis  on  St  Bartboloiiiew's  day,  }A74f^ 
and  which  wrought  such  woe  to  France,:  was  tim 
occasion  of  extending  Melville's  acquaintance  with 
the  learned  m&n  of  the  age.  Those  who  escaped 
the  dagger  of  tiie  murderer,  took  refuge  in  Genem^ 
1t4ibse  gates  were  thrown  open  to  recrive  them.^ 
t^ae  hundred  and  twenty  Frendi  ministers  were  at 
one  tiiKe  in  the  dty.  Hie  academy  overflowed 
with  students,  and  the  magistrates  were  unaUe  to 
provide  salaries  for  the  Idpmed  men  whom  tliey  were 
desirous  to  empbqr^  mr  to  find  fiituatioas  fi>r  stidi  as 
Were  willing  to  teai^  without  reeeiving  any  remu^ 
neration  i.    Among  those  who  obtained  public  ap« 

•  ■  ..... 

*  Adami  Yitm  Germanoniin  PhiloeophoniiD,  p.  448.  Among  the 
poems  of  MeUasuB  is  one  inscribed  "  Ad  Andr.  MelTinum  Celurcft« 
wfsk."  (MelttBi  Sdiediasmatno  PoeticorYm  Pan  Terda,  p.  926. 
LwHttjm  Pari^iormn,  168(L) 

',  t  JB^tdU  J.  JLoctii,  MS.  in  BibL  Jurid.  £din.  M.  6.  0.  Num.  Si; 
Casanboni  Epistoke,  p.  1S9.  Senebier,  HisU  Litt.  ii.  54— 61,  Agseat 
many  letters  which  passed  between  him  and  Casaubon  are  in  the  ool« 
lection  of  Ahneloveien. 

X  See  two  letters  of  Beza  to  Thomas  Von  Til,  in  Illostr.  et  Chq:. 
Viror.  £pi8tol«  Sekctiores,  pp.  615—490.    Scil%eranaj  Thuaaa, 
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pEAn/baeDta-wmJmefh.S^  the  first  acfaolw  of 
the  age^  and  a  man  of  raalneBiiig^  althongfalie  de^ 
v(Med  hfe  takntsitiieft^td  tha  idiy  9»xtif  olxritMBm 
aiid'ilta8tiMsk«' 4f ;  amdent  aiiftlKin*^  Melvilkte 
an^ualHteilce  with  Scatiger  had  *  ecmnaeileid  twe 
yeaai'befoiie'thlaparfcod^  during  a;  visit  wiudi  liiat 
laaivied '  Hum  paid  to-  Geaeva:fi'  jAil  the  tenm^ 
mmdaibofry  Venea  pf^flaoaA  toa«(di0ctiDn  of  hSa  fiU 
therms  poems,  which  he  published  djoriuglus  ecdle^ 
pvMeeded  froui  M^irSl^  pte  ^w  Amoiig'  the  're- 
ff^^ees  tiiere  'vv'fere  t^lso'  «m>  et'^ltans^  di^tfaiguished 
fat^  their  talents  and  erddltioti':  Frands  Hottoman^ 

^c.  tiom.  ii.  p.  SU.  Acaliger  has  ptesefted  the  tfoHous  fui,  tbtt  thcf 
Dtttdlcwor  8t?oy  MDt  4000  florins  amuially  Ibr  llie  vdief  of  thf 
Flcoch.refiiftefii^Geiievy*  rfJSezf  fW,tlio  <^ily9ui4iim  acqiu^ft^jl 

2*th  this  d|iariUt)Io  deed  dniing  ^^e  life  of  the  Dutchess.    In  one  of 
sa's  lett^  aW<l'r4iren^  tb  4e  iiii  ihoMtM^fiii!  1%e 
d^di  GeMfvmhitf%iM'gHe?0ilifAja£ai0tia  wMlthf  pU^wdniifig 

iigpoQ,  th^  aipy^  of  t^  peraec^  ,  . 

*  He  was  adnutted  Professor  O^raDosopfayin  (kmief,  i'5^«  and 
oMitAiilodtovtedleetiMiin  AevcadeitijrdaittigMoyam  •<8«»^ 
bier.  Hist  Litter.  iL  10.  and  Soaligsr^o^.  9fe|ii|d(^.«^.^^6lcffi!^) 
Chaufl&pi^  and  Bormanj  who  have  referred  his  residence  at  Genera 
to  another  period,  have  sufl^ared  themaelTR  to  W  ttiisled  %  titurtitig 
to  inferences  tfaai  letters  without  dates. 

f  Sealiger  has  mentioned  his^Mag  at  Genera  in  1570.  (Seiligerana, 
Thuana,  &c  torn.  iL  p.  S4i.) 

X  Jvlii  Cesaris  Scaligeri  Foemata— Genevor,  1675,  Svo.  The  epii 
mnis  are  inscribed  "  Andr.  Melmvs  Cdurcanus."  In  the  College 
l^rary  oif  Bdinbmi^  there  is  a  copy  of  that  woric  idiich  had  b^ 
to  Melville,  and  has  his  autogriq[»h  on  the  tMe  page.  He  has  cran« 
i^bed  some  poenis  on  the  blank  leaves  at  the  bfghining  of  the  book, 
and  written  notes  on  the  margin,  consisting  partly  of  emendations  of 
the  te^l,  and  partly  of  references  to  ancient  authors  whom  ScaUger 
hid  Imiuted.    To  the  subseription  of  the  epi^^ams  he  has  added 
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who  had  taught  with  high  reputation  at  Bottrges 
and  Valence ;  and  Edmond  Bonnefoy,  the  colleagae 
of  the  great  Ctyadus.  The  latter  had  run  the 
greatest  risk  in  the  massacres,  and  was  protected 
firom  the  fanatical  fury  of  the  people  by  Cujaeius^ 
who  essteemed  him  so  highly  as  to  declare,  that  if  he 
were  dying,  and  desired,  like  Aristotle,  to  choose 
his  successor,  he  would  name  Bonnefoy  *.  A  cOm*^ 
pliment  not  less  flattering  is  paid  him  by  the  en* 
lightened  De  Thou,  who  has  recorded,  in  his  histo^ 
ry,  that  he  was  the  scholar  of  Bonnefoy,  and  owed 
more  to  him  than  to  any  other  man  f .  So  zealous, 
were  the  magistrates  of  Geneva  to  encourage  science^ 
that,  in  the  midst  of  their  poverty,  they  allotted 
handsome  salaries  to  these  two  civilians,  only  re* 
quiring  that  the  citizens  should  be  admitted  gratis 
to  their  lectures.  Hottoman  lectured  twice  anweek 
on  Roman  Law,  and  Bonnefoy  thrice  a- week  oa 
Oriental'  Jurisprudence,  a  science  of  which  he  mnf 
be  regarded  as  the  founder,  and  for  which  he  was 
eminently  qualified  by  his  knowledge  of  the  hm*- 
guages  of  the  East  t- 

•  '         '  *        k> 

with  his  pen  "  ad  Lemannnm/'  to  intimate  that  he  was  then  resident 
at  Geneva.    ''  Celurcanus*'  means  a  native  ofMontro$e. 

Kdbilis  m!fM  roiei^vm  gandet  nomine  numtis, 

Que  prins  a  ooelo  dicta  Celurca  fuit. 
Ar.  Jonstoni  Poemata  Omnia^  p.  iS9.  Middelh.  1642. 

.  Two  of  these  epigrams  by  Melville  are  republished  in  Delitue  P^ 
fkrum  Scoforum,  tom.  li.  p.  3i4. 

*  C^jadi  Observationes^  cap.  vi.  Bonnefoy  died  at  Geneva  in  the 
year  1574.    Hotomanonun  Bpistole>  p.  45. 

t  Thuani  Hist,  ad  ami.  1574.    Teissier^  iii.  3S-4. 

t  Hottoman's  salary  was  800  florins,  and  Bonncfi>y*s  700  a-year. 
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We  ate  expressly  informed  that  MdviUe  hearil 
the  lectures  of  HottomaJa  * ;  and  there  caii  be  little 
doubt  that  he  also  availed  himstlf  of  the  <^pdrtunir 
^:  ^.attending  those. of  Bonnefoy,  which  were  sti^ 
more  intimately  connected  with  those  studies  to 
.whdch  he  had  now  devoted  his. chief  attention. 

I  have  gone  into  these  details,  not  mer^y  as  illus^ 
trative  of  the  literary  history  of  the  period^  but  also 
as  serving  to  throw  light  ou  the  future  conduct  of 
Melville.  We  shall  find  him  taking  a  deep 
interest  in  the  political  transactions  of  his  native 
country;  and  the  facts  which  we  have  produced 
tend  to  show  that  he  was  not  unqualified  by  his 
education  for  judging  on  this  subject.  The  studies 
of  the  learned  in  that  age  were  more  universal; 
and  the  commoa  ground  on  which  me^  of  difieiv 
#nt  professions  met,  was  more  extended  than  at 
present.  Every  person  versant  in  its  literary  ;his^ 
iory  must  have  been  particularly  struck  with  th6 
union  of  the  study  of  theology  and  law.  Law, 
when  properly  viewed,  is  a  noble,  and  iasome  sense 
a  divine  science.  When,  instead  of  ^  being  made  to 
rest  on  the  arbitrary  dictates  of  mere  will,  whether 
exerted  by  individuals  or  communities,  on  the  pre- 
scriptions of  custom,  or  on  the  uncertain  deductions 
of  indeterminable  expediency,  the  Law  of  Nations 
is  founds,  as  it  always  ought  to  be,  on 'the  Law  of 
Nature,  and  the  eternal  principles  of  equity  and 

Reeudl  de  diveraes  ptrtioikntez  oobc.  Geneva  p.  1  IS.    Hottomano^ 
nun  Epiatols^  p.  45;    Senehier,  i.  327.  it  7,  8. 

*  M elville*8  Ditrj,  p.  36.    Cdomedi  Gallia  Orientalise  p.  58. 


UFC  or  AypvKv  xelthxe. 


VftbW  0t  wgMtag  mi  m  ark  atko;  it  to  u^an 

1^^  %)f  inMftki«l  W>  cHiet  vnb  few  of  tiie  writer* 
«4'  thk  |WMi  wW  «x\»aei  ia  c«e  of  tiK»  bnmdHs 
willuMM  WH«r  ^^^^  >K^  mcikiMfceJ  widi  the  odicr. 
A«  n4i|iH>ii  i^  tW  auMW  chkcb  of  oH  men,  and 

«\Miiw\omiiiN^  TCtaiojr  t^  ic  w^  «r  not  gnoUy  sor- 
lnriiN^  M  ike  oicvvciits  viick  or  fsiTCB  of  tlie  ez- 
h'Muvv  M^uourt:u»w  vittb  die  Sciipcsne%  and  with 
K<vk^ort »fot  Mtaonr.  wtiA  w» pwig witd  bjmaiiy 
Ui^lin|pu*KNl  <tTi)i«w  a»d  ffaoesBMi — hf  such 
UMH  w  H\«oi]Mm.  Mi  GcdeAwr.  oad  Gratiu, 
Ijiinfpwt<»  ond  Moraanr^  lad  Sc  •\Uc|poBde.  But 
wi»  are  vM  ixiuaUr  pnepand  w  adam  tW  statcoiai^ 
alUMmgh  well  aothoitkaaed.  tbat  ife  cUef  diTiiMs 
of  tiM  nelbnacd  drnitk  wiew  iotiBiatdT  atqaainted 
with  the  {iriacipkf^  of  jun^prodeBce;  mnA  qualified* 
kgr  tho  cwrse  of  $t«dy  which  ther  had  pumwd,  to 
give  their  advice  on  qjoomoiis  n^aiu^  to  gomra* 
aMnt  and  tho  administntioa  of  laws.  Not  to 
meiftioB  Calria*  Beaa,  and  odber  foitnirii  theolo- 
giaiub  it  woald  be  ew; 
teriiq^  to  noca  fiewi 
Gnug,  Pont,  Arfaulh 
may  be  ascribed  psxll] 
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who  addicted,  thenmelves  to  u^^rnipg  at  that  pedod 
ieit  JkQ.f**  intenneddle  vith  all  knowledge;"  and 
fiartlf  to  the  aii|ierior  gntification  which  ihia  laaidj 
iatudy  yielded,  iii  0(»i[qiari8on  with  the  dry:  and  diss- 
gusiiii^  logic  which  had  ao  loDg  bean  exdiinif^ly  cul- 
tivated ia  the  schools*  .B«t  it  is  chi^y  to  be  traced 
to  a  aew  feeling,  which  recent  events  had.  pro- 
duced, and  which  had  £>r  its  direct  object  the  pro- 
motion of  the.  poblic.good.  This  was  the ^ect  of 
the  late  refbnnation  of  religion;  and^at  the  same 
time  one  of  the  moral  forces  by  which  that  mighty 
revolution,  exerted  its  inflnencaupon  the  sentiments 
ef  mankind,  in  favour  of  civil  liberty  and  the  ama« 
lioration  of  government.  It  is  a  favourite  maldm 
with  many  in  the  present  day,  that  the  benefits 
which  we  owe  to  the  Reformation^  are  to  be  regard- 
ed as  the  nlterior  and  remote  results  iof  that  .event, 
rather  than  effects  contenaplated  and  intended  by 
the  Refiormera.  It  would  be  abailffd  itQ;give  an  ab- 
solute negative  to  tUs  propositi^ ;  but  (there  is 
mudi  less  truth  in;  it  than  those  whoaimounce  it 
with  such  oracokr  importance  imagineu'  Many  of 
those  actions  which  we  are  apt  to  impute  to  turbu- 
lence, or  to  clerical  ambition  and  officiousuess,  and 
whidi  we  are  prone  to  stigmatize  as  the  offspring 
of  bigotry  and  intolerance,  we  would,  if  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  principles  of  the  actors,  and  more 
attentive  to  the  circumstances  in  which  they  were 
liaised,  see  reason:  to  ascribe  to  more  enlightened 
ind  patriotic  views. 
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It  was  at  Geneva  that  Knox  first  felt  the  hallawad 
flame  of  liberty  kindle  in  his  breast;  and  while  he 
breathed  the  free  air  of  that  republic,  he  conceived 
the  enterprise  of  breaking  the  fetters  of  religions 
and  political  bondage  by  which  his  native  ooontry 
was  enthralled.  Since  his  leaving  it»  the  spirit  of 
ireedom  had  expanded  itself,  and  during  the. two 
last  years  that  Melville  resided  there,  an  event 
occurred  which  enables  us  to  ascertain  its  force. 
To  assert,  as  some  have  done,  that  the  violent  and 
sanguinary  measures  to  which  tyrants  have  recouise 
always  defeat  themselves,  would  be  only  to  foster 
delusion ;  for  history  demonstrates  that  they  have^ 
on  the  contrary,  very  often  proved  but  too  successful. 
At  the  'same  time,  it  is  true,  that,  under  the  direction 
of  a  merciful  Providence,  they  have  sometimes  led  to 
happier  results.  This  was  particularly  the  case  as  to 
the  horrid  scenes  whidbi  disgraced  France  in  the  year 
1572.  The  sensation  produced  by  them  was  simul* 
taneously  felt  at  the  most  distant  extremities  of 
Europe.  In  Poland  it  excited  alarm  and  disgust  at 
the  idea  of  receiving  a  king  from  a  court  polluted 
with  blood  and  perfidy  *•     In  Scotland  it  crushed 


*  I  aBude  particularly  to  a  fact  which  appears  to  have  been  hither- 
to  concealed  in  theiegiaters  of  Geneva.  The  Duke  of  Anjoa,  brother 
of  Charles  IX.  and  afterwards  Henry  III.  of  France,  having  o9ered 
himself  as  a  candidate  for  the  vacant  throne  of  Poland,  the  Polish 
Protestants  wrote,  in  April,  1573,  to  the  ministers  of  Geneva,  request- 
ing to  be  fully  informed  respecting  the  massacres  in  France,  and  the 
real  authors  of  them,  that  they  might  take  their  measures  acoocdingly 
in  the  approaching  election  of  a  new  king.    The  ministers  laid  the 
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the  hopes  of  a  party  whidi  laboured  to  restore  poj^ly 
and  arbitrary  power.  In  the  Low  Countries  it  con- 
firmed the  inhabitants  ill  their  resolution  tb  release 
themselves  £rom  the  tyrannical  yoke  of  Spain.  And 
it  disposed  the  court  of  England  to  afford  the  as- 
sistanee  necessary  for  enabling  these  patriots  to 
achieve  their  emancipation. 

But  it  was  at  Gene^  that  this  feeling  operated 
with  full  force.  In  a  city  composed  of  freemen  and 
Protestants,  the  conduct  of  the  French  court  excited 
'the  strongest  indignation,  and  was  universdlly  exe- 
crated. Smarting  under  the  injuries  which  they 
had  suffered,  the  refugees  denounced  the  tyranny  of 
the  rulers  who  had  inflicted  them,  and  pointed  to 
the  only  remedy  by  which  the  evil  coUld  be  effec- 
tually corrected.  Those  who  had  afforded  them  an 
asylum  were  prepared  to  sympathize  with .  their 
feeUngs  and  sentiments. '  The  most  important,  and 
delicate  questions  respecting  government— ^Ihe  ori- 
gin of  power,  the  best  mode  of  conveying  it,  its  just 
limits,  and  the  right  of  subjects  to  resist  its  abuse 
—^became  the  topics  of  common  discourse,  and  were 
discussed  with  a  freedom  and  boldness  which  could 
have  been  tolerated  only  in  a  republican  state,  and  ex- 
emplified only  at  a  period  when  the  public  mind  was 
in  a  state  of  high  excitement.  It  was  at  this  time 
that  Hottoman  composed  his  Franeq^GalKa,  a  work 

letters  befone  the  oouneil,  who  did  not  judge  it  prudent  to  return  an 
answer  m  writing;  but  sent  a  person  qualified  for  giving  them  the  in- 
formation which  they  required.  (Recueil  de  di verses  particukritex 
oonoemant  Geneve^  p.  119.  MS.) 

VOL.  I.  E 
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^Hiidi  fCMnUeB  tlie  political  tiMtiws  of  Bmeb^ 
nan  *  and  of  Languet  f ,  in  the  qneatiooa  whick  it 
agitatea,  and  the  principles  of  freedom  iiiiidi  it  layi 
dmm  and  defends.  At  the  same  time,  and  in  the 
aame  strain,  did  Besa  compose  a  tract,  which  the 
magistrates  of  Genera  suppressed  from  prudential 
considerations,  while  they  pronounced  an  appcoba^ 
tion  aC  the  principles  which  it  contained  X*  Peter 
Charpentier,  a  mercenary  renqgado^  insulted  tht' 
dty  whidi  had  formerly  honoured  him  with  aH 
academical  chair  ^,  by  addressing  to  Portua,  the 
professor  of  Greek  at  Geneva,  an  apology  for  the 
maasacfie  of  St.  Bartholomew,  in  whidi  he  iniid& 
ously  attempted  to  shew,  that  there  were  taia 
dasses  of  Protestants  in  France,  a  rdigioua  and  a 
political,  and  that  the  late  ebullition  of  public  voBh 
geanoe  was  directed  solely  against  those  who  had 
made  religion  a  doak  to  their  treasonable  designs. 
Though  foreign  to  his  profession  and  studies,  Pofr- 
tus  took,  up  the  pen,  and  in  a  reply,  breathing  keen 
but  virtuous  indignation,  defended  the  innocence  of 
the  sufferers,  and  exposed  the  malignant  folsdioods 


*  De  Jmre  rtgni  apttd  Scotos, 

t  VtndicUs  centra  STfrraiifiof  ;  pabliahed  by  Hmberl  Languet  under 
the  Dftme  of  Junius  Brutus. 

^  See  Note  H. 

§  Chtrpentier  was  for  aome  time  the  ooUeague  of  Henry  Serimger, 
in  the  profefuon  of  Ciyil  Law,  at  Geneva.  (Senebier^  Hist.  Litter.  L 
6U  SSf.)  He  waa  the  son  of  James  Charpentier,  who  is  charged  with 
having  revenged  his  literary  qnarrek  with  Ramus,  by  instigatipig  his 
acholara  to  murder  that  philosopher  during  the  cannibal-soenes  ei^- 
bited  in  Paris.    (Bayle>  art  Ramee  and  Charpentier,) 


\ 
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and  stale  sophiBtry  of  their  baae  aad  unqpriiicipled 
oaluinmatw  *• 

How  deeply  Melville's  mind  was  imbued  with 
these  sentiments^  appears  firom  the  unifonn  seal 
iriiich  he  afterwards  shewed  for  the  liberties  of  his 
oonntry,  and  the  firm  resistance  which  he  opposed 
Co  pc^erjr  and  arbitrary  power.  It  was  also  display* 
ed  in  the  poems  wideh  he  composed  at  this  time ; 
in  which  he  embalmed  the  memory  of  the  late  mar« 
tyxs,  and  bitterly  execrated  the  cmelty  of  their  pen- 
secntorsf. 

In  the  year  1572,  Alexander  Young  came  to 
Cke&eva  with  letters,  firom  the  Regent  Mar  and  Bu« 
fJMMiffnj  to  his  unde,  Henry  Scrimger  ^,  requesting 
his  return  to  Scotland,  and  promising  him  the 
most  honourable  and  liberal  encouragement  Bu« 
duman  had  before  repeatedly  written  him  to  tbt 


•  Fnnc.  Fovti,  Cretenni,  Baq^onno  ad  JBpisloUia  Petri  Ciippi* 
tariL    Genev.  1578. 

t  The  two  followiiig  eptgrams  may  serve  as  a  specfanen  of  his  cor« 
dhl  jtetgatatiop  of  t^rmuiy • 

Clasdcuin. 
Ad  libertatem  quid  obest  tibi^  Gallia  ?  Via,  frausy 

Bt  liqpus,  et  lupa,  com  sangaineis  catnlia. 
A41ibertateni quid adesttibi^  Gallia?  Jiu^fiui^ 

Mensque  maxnuque  yinim.  Nunc  quid  abeat  ?  Animus. 

Tyrannis* 
Tarqttinfl  de  stirpe  truoea  cum  terra  tyrannoa 
Tot  fioat ;  acrf  unus  pectore  Brutus  ubi  est? 
\  A^*— «^^  Yooiig^  WIS  die  brother  of  Peter  Ymmg^  Bnchanan*^ 
colleague  in  Uie  education  of  James  VI.  Their  mother  was  Margaret 
Merimgtr,  sister  to  Henry  Scrimger.     (Smithy  Viu  Petri   Junii, 

£  2 


K  ::yv  oy  AxraLEw  ifTTVTiTr 


r  t^ttrt^*^-.  ISO  t:^  rra^^ier  fa  vitadi  he  mmd 

»vc*>»V  ^j^K-ivtr  ^•.•CLt-T'aec  r^'ix.TEse  kizseifl  br  pksl- 
•^  'V  cT'iftT^oTs  .  c  r>  zaerr*  AHLair%  sad  his  ova 
*^"^"*v\xf  f^/  •  K.c  Si^^rxL  T*ir^  MetTflie  bad  at 
^tv^t  vfx"  v^"-''  S.r  c:iztL  ^  litf  ir*ii:cr  miih  vhirii 

«k"w<-»'^ vxf'.  -^  r-  Tit  TTiiCD.irr  :c  x.  r^^^  at  the 
t\-»  ^vv  >-    :\*i    :•  iT -v:rs:-r-  c    •:  V:*:a;r:  iM  when 

t>Tfv*  f-Tii;  \  c'w  K  :.:u.  «.>c  L>  -:.ij  .i  til^  irjohies 
^   y^  n.\     : iv.  •    wr      '•;r'»    '^l   rj    ii^xrx  t>«T  he 

^^:^  %•  '\  t  «;.  r  jr*«  i '"  :>i:.li»:!rjuil  IZ  JitTKTX.  Up- 
,v»;  \,\3,?;c-    v       ^  f  <.,*  ,:i:    -->.  :  ;_   i^^    .rj^^  yi^ 


*»!•.    .W41>A'.l         3'*"^*  -^K. 


^ 
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of  the  house  of  Argyle^  whow  though  a  ^routhrhad 
been  .pieBented  to  the  bishopric  of  Brechin  *,  visit-, 
ed  Geneva  in  his  travels,  accompanied  by. his  tUn 
tor»  Andrew  Polwart  The  solicitations  of  Polwartpi 
with  whom  Melville  had  been  acquainted  at  the. 
University  of  St.  Andrew's,  joined  to  the  urgent  r^ 
quest  of  his  own  friends,  determined  him  to  return: 
to  Scotland,,  and  to  devote  the  knowledge  which  ha 
had  acquired  abroad  to  the  service  of  his  country.- 
This  resolution  he  respectfully  intimated  to  his  C(d- 
leagues,  and  to  the  magistrates,  as  patrons  of  the. 
academy ;  requesting  their  permission  to  demit  the 
office  with  which  they  had  honoured  him.  His  r^ 
quest  was  reluctantly  granted,  with  expressions  of 
their  sorrow  at  losing  him,  and  ample  testimonials 
of.  their  approbation  and  esteem.  In  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  General  Assembly  in  (heir  JifUiv^ 
Beza,  among  other  expressions  of  the  same  tenor, 
testified,  that  Andrew  Melville  was  ^.  equally,  distin- 
guished  by  his  piety  and  his  erudition ;  and  that  the 
Church  of  Geneva  could  not  give  a  stronger  proof 
of  affection  to  her  sister  Church  of  Scotland,  than 
by  suffering  herself  to  be  bereaved  of  him,  that  his 
native  country  might  be  enriched  with  his^gifts  f  •" 

It  was  not  without  feelings  of  regret  that  MeU 
ville  parted  from  Greneva,  and  the  friends  whom 


*  **  Alexander  CampbeU  of  Caroo^  sumetime  biadiop  of  JBrichen--- 
dMeUt  in  hit  place  of  caroo  w«  in  the  parish  of  Kindeirin  in  the 
moneth  of  Febr.  1 608."  (Testament  Testamentary  in  Records  of  Com* 
missary^Court  of  Edinburgh^  83  Junij.  1608.) 

f  Mdville's  Diary,  p.  33. 

£  3 
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he  had  gained  during  liis  residence  in  thai  dty.  In 
Hhe  subsequent  period  of  Ibb  lijfe^  he  frequently  n» 
ftmced  the  scene  in  his  imagination^  and  relieved  hit 
mind^  amidst  his  labours  and  anxieties^  byreooUeeU 
mg  the  happy  years  which  he  had  spent  there,  in  At 
peaceful  pursuits  of  literature,  and  in  the  aoctefef  of 
aomi  of  the  greatest  and  best  men  of  the  age.  The 
tulijeet  is  mcMre  tiuin  once  introduced  in  his  poetical 
pieces,  and  always  with  tenderness  and  enthuaiaiBk 
In  a  poem  to  the  memory  of  John  Lyndsoy,  oat  4f 
his  countrytaien  who  died  at  Genera,  he  pays 
lifffeetionate  tribute  to  the  most  distinguished 
^duals  whom  he  had  known  in  that  city.  This  is 
Introduced  by  a  defloration  of  the  massacres  so  dit* 
gracefld  to  the  neighbouring  kingdom  of  France^ 
which  were  painfidly  associated  with  the  deligfat* 
fid  reocdlActioas  which  the  thoughts  of  Geneva  «(&• 
dted  in  his  breast.  In  the  same  poem  he  conoM* 
niMates  several  of  his  countrymen,  who,  like  I^id- 
say,  had  finished  their  days  at  Geneva  *• 

Melville  left  Geneva  in  spring,  1574,  bUot^  wHh 
Pc^wart,  and  his  pupil  the  Bishop  of  Brechin.  They 
took  the  way  of  Lyons ;  and,  traversing  Franehe- 
compt^,  descended  the  Loire  to  Orleans.  During  n 
part  of  their  journey  they  were  accompanied  by 
three  ]FVenchmen— a  priest,  a  physician,  and  ah 
oflicer  of  the  army,  all  zealous  Roman  Catholics. 
Before  they  parted,  Melville  had  made  the  military 
gentleman  almost  a  Protestant ;  and,  partly  by  argu- 

•  See  Note  I. 
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nienU  wd  partly  by  g0ocUbume!iUV?d  mU^»  ^ 
pi<eYaikd  fio  £ur  over  th^  pn^mdice^  of  the  oth^Siivi 
that  they  had  no  oliQaetian  U>  eft  flonh  oo  FriAfUTt 
a  practice  which  they  at  fiivt  r«|garded  with  W^ 
iMTor. 

t  Aathe  dvil  war wa3  «tiU rag^JOtff imwff^ pm49 
df  Fiuce,  a  vigilant  eye  wais^kqptoa  wcbitniag^ffi 
w  oame  to  Orleans.  Wheu  our  trarell^pra  apprpafl^ 
ed. that  dty,  the  apldier  Q^. guard  aUowed  th^ 
shop  and  PolMrart»  who  wave  «a.£oatf  to  paw 
aoit  tnterruption^  but  stopped  Melville,  wb^.h^vi^ 
agpralaed  his  foQtt  wae  ^  hor^ebaak* ,  To  ^. 43)^07 
tioiu  ^  Whence  are  you?"  Melville  rfqjdied,  **  From 
fiTDtlaad."^''  O !  you  Soots  are  all  Qi^fonota/W 
n  Hugonots !  What's  that  ?  We  do  not  Jknew  aucb 
^eoide  in  Scotland." — ^'  You  have  np  ^uMia,"  sail^  the 
Boldier-.^-'^  Faua  pous  n'mez  pas  la  Mwier^'  ^ 
Miav,  man!"  replied  Melville  merrily;  ^  wbyi  f^fif 
idiildren  in  Scotland  go  tq  me^s  every  d!^."-r«|^.^pai 
eompa^fwrn^  oflbs  vomt'  paid  the  apldw*,;  smiUpg 
4mI  hedbxinisg  to  him  to  pppoaed.  When.  ^  j^^ichK 
ed-  the  house  at  which  thay  had  previpusljr  ^^^^^^ 
to  lodge,  he  found  his  two  cpuntrsanen  in  gc^t  tre- 
pidation lest  their  papers  should  have  beep  ejK^mii^ 
«d,  and  disposed  to  laugh  heairtUy  at  the  equivpqu^ 
by  which  they  had  escaped  detectjioi^  ^ey  jia^ 
reason  to  congratulate  themselves,  if  the  report  ^qf 
their  landlord  was  to  be  credited;  for  he  a^sur^ 
them  that  several  persons  had  of  late  lost  their  lives 
for  as  small  an  offence  as  that  of  having  come  from 
Geneva,     On  leaving  Orleans  next  day,  they  were 


56  LIFE  OF  ANDREW  MELVILLE. 

thrown  anew  into  consternation,  by  unexpectedly 
falling  in  with  a  procession  of  the  host,  when  they 
were  again  relieved  £rom  their  embarrassment  by 
the  promptitude  and  addr^s  of  Melville  *. 

At  Paris  they  met  with  a  great  many  of  their 
countrymen,  and  resolved  to  spend  some  time  in 
the  French  capital.  At  the  desire  of  Lord  Ogilvy, 
Melville  went  to  the  Jesuits'  CoUege,  and,  meeting 
with  Father  Tyrie,  was  involved  in  a  public  dispute 
with  that  eager  polemic*  The  dispute  was  con- 
tinued during  several  days,  but  the  Archbishop  of 
Glasgow,  being  informed  of  it,  let  fall  some  threat- 
ening  expressions,  which,  coming  to  the  ears  of 
Melville's  friends,  they  persuaded  him  to  leave  the 
place  as  quickly  as  possible.  Accordingly,  he  left 
Paris  on  the  30th  of  May,  and  proceeding  with  his 
former  companions  to  Dieppe,  sailed  to  Ry,  and 
arrived  safely  in  London.  On  the  day  .that  they 
quitted  Paris,  the  French  king,  Charles  IX«,  who 
had  rendered  hims^  so  odious  by  his  tyranny  and 
cruelty,  died  of  an  issue  of  blood  which  burst  from 
all  the  apertures  of  his  body. 

After  remaining  a  short  time  in  London,  our 
travellers  purchased  horsed,  and  tobk  their  journey 
by  Berwick  to  Edinburgh ;  where  Melville  arrived 
in  the  b^inning  of  July,  1574,  after  an  absence  of 
ten  years  from  his  native  country  *. 

•  Melville's  Diary,  pp.  35,  36.  t  Ibid.  p.  36. 


LIFE  OF  ANDBEW  MELVILLE.  57 


CHAPTER  II. 
1574.1580. 

Mblville  declines  an  offn^  from  the  Begeht  MorUmr^ 
Retiree  to  Baldovy — Superintends  the  Studies  of  his 
Ntphem^^ames  MdvSU'^Applkaiions  to  the  General 
AseemlHyJbr  MehnOe^s  serviees^^He  visits  Otasgow^*^ 
Is  imiroduced  to  the  ffoung  Kishg^mmJs  admitted  Principal 
of  ihe  Univernty  of  Glasgooh^Ruinous  State  of  thai 
Universihf — His  Planjbr  recovering  it^^New  Mode  of 
Instruction  hitroduced  by  him — Effects  of  it-^-Indivi^ 
duals  educated  under  him  at  Glasgow — Nova  Erectio-^^ 
Literary  Conversation — Peter  Blachbum-'^ohn  ColviOe 

' '  — College  discipUne'^Mark  Alexander  Boyd — Instance 

cf  MetoHUfs  ifitrepidity  in  maintaining  the  authority 

of  the  Universify-'^Oharged  teith  advising  the  demoU^ 

Hon  of  the  Cathedral  ofGlasgow-^Keceives  his  Library 

from  Gencoa^^His  first  Poetical  Work. 

Mj£LVIll£  had  scarcely  arrived  at  Edinburgh, 
idienhe  was  waited  on  by  George  Buchanan,  Alex- 
ander Hay,  clerk  to  the  Privy  Ck)uncil,  and  Colonel 
James  Halyburton,  a  favourite  of  the  Regent  Mor- 
ton. They  proposed  that  he  should  act  as  domestic 
instructor  to  the  Regent,  promising  that  he  should 
be  advanced  to  a  situation  more  suited  to  his  merits, 
on  the  first  vacancy  which  occurred.  Morton  had 
himself  no  taste  for  letters^  and  was  not  disposed,  as 
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his  predecessors  were,  to  be  liberal  to  learned  men. 
But  his  sagacity  convinced  him  of  the  influence 
which  they  exerted  over  the  minds  of  others,  and  of 
the  importance  of  attadiing  them  to  his  interests. 
When  individuals  distinguished  for  their  literary 
acquirements  came  into  the  kingdom,  it  was  then>^ 
fore  his  policy  to  draw  them  to  court,  to  ascertain 
their  dispositions,  and  on  finding  them  pliable  to 
his  wishes,  to  advance  them  to  benefices  in  the 
church.  Melville  waa  at  that  time  a  stranger  to 
the  R^ent's  plans,  but  he  was  deddediy  averae  to 
a  residence  at  court  He  prefbred  an  academical 
life ;  one  principal  object  which  he  had  in  view  in 
returning  to  his  native  country,  was  to  assist  in  the 
revival  of  its  literature ;  and  his  highest  ambition 
was  to  obtain,  in  one  of  the  imiversities,  a  situatian 
similar  to  that  of  Royal  Professor  at  Paris.  He 
therefore  respectfully  declined  the  proposal  mad«  t6 
him  in  the  name  of  the  Regent,  and  requested  per^ 
mission  to  spend  some  time  with  his  relations,  finm 
whom  he  had  been  so  long  absent,  before  he  accepted 
of  any  public  employment. 

.  He  went  accordingly  to  Angus,  and  took  up  hia 
residence  with  his  elder  brother  at  Baldovy,  wha0 
he  had  spent  his  early  years.  During  the  foUowivg 
three  months  he  amused  himself  widi  superintendU 
ing  the  studies  of  one  of  his  nephews,  whom  Ricin 
ard  Melville  rested  to  him  as  a  pledge  of  bnUf^ 
nal  love,  and  charged  to  ^^  wait  upon  him  as  a  son 
and  servant."  This  was  the  young  man  whose 
letter  had  such  influence  in  inducing  his  uncle  to 
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quit  Ckneva,  uiio  afterwards  became  his  academic 
cai  assistant,  and  his  faithful  adherent  in  all  the 
hardships  whidi  he  suffered,  and  to  whose  isealous 
and  gratdbl  affection  we  are  indebted  for  the  know* 
ledge  of  the  most  important  incidents  in  his  life, 
and  the  most  int^mting  traits  of  his  character.  As 
m%  shall  frequently  have  occasion  to  speak  of  diis 
amiaUe  individual,  it  is  proper  to  introduce  him  to 
the  aoqpiaintance  of  the  reader. 

Jbmes  Melville  was  the  son  of  Richard  Melville 
and  Isabel  Scrimger,  and  was  bom  at  Baldovy  on 
the  2fith  of  July,  1556.  His  early  education  *  was 
marred  by  the  change  of  his  teachers,  and  on  enter- 
ing  the  CioUege  of  St.  Leonard's  in  I57I9  he  was  so 
much  mortified  at  finding  that  he  was  incapable  of  un« 
derstanding  the  lectures,  which  were  delivered  in  La- 
tin, tiiat  he  burst  into  tears  before  the  whole  class. 
This  attracted  the  notice  of  his  regent,  William 
CoUace^  who,  pleased  with  this  trait  of  youthful 
sensibility,  kindly  condescended  to  give  him  instruc- 
tions, toad  to  provide  him  with  a  private  assistant, 
nntil  he  had  surmounted  the  difficulties  under  which 
he  laboured  f  •  His  mind  was  early  impressed  with 
8  deep  sense  of  religion,  and  a  strong  desire  to  de- 
irote  himself  to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  Thk 
desire  was  in  a  great  measure  the  effect  of  the  ser- 
mons which  he  heard  from  John  Knox  at  St.  An- 
drew's ;  and  it  remained  unabated  notwithstanding 
all  that  he  witnessed  of  the  poverty  and  hardships 

•  Sec  above,  p.  7.  f  Melvillc*s  Diary,  p.  22. 
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of  the  Protestant  ministers.  His  father,  however/ 
intended  him  for  the  more  lucrative  profession  of 
law,  and  had  fixed  on  a  man  of  business  in  Edinburgh 
with  whom  he  should  serve  as  an  apprentice.  lUchn 
ard  Melville  was  an  excellent  man,  and  an  affec- 
tionate father,  but  he  had  higher  notions  of  pa- 
r^ital  authority,  and  kept  his  children  in  greater 
subjection,  than  are  altogether  consistent  with  the 
liberal  notions  of  the  age  we  live  in.  Being  re? 
strained  by  bashfulness,  and  the  deference  he  had 
always  been  accustomed  to  pay  to  his  father's  will, 
James  had  recourse  to  an  innocent  stratagem  to  in- 
timate his  predilection  for  a  different  line  of  em^ 
plojnnent.  He  composed  a  sermon  on  a  passage  ol 
Scripture,  in  the  best  manner  of  which  he  was  ca- 
pable, and  put  it  carefully  into  one  of  the  Com- 
mentaries which  he  knew  his  father  was  in  the  lub- 
bit  of  consulting  in  his  weekly  preparations  for  the 
pulpit.  The  expedient  succeeded  according  to  his 
wish.  For  Richard  Melville  having  once  ascer- 
tained the  decided  inclinations  of  his  son,  and  being 
pleased  with  the  juvenile  specimen  of  his  gifts,  was 
too  wise  and  good  to  persist  in  carrying  his  own 
plans  into  execution.  The  apprenticeship  was  no 
more  talked  of ;  but  still  a  due  regard  was  paid  to 
parental  dignity  and  the  good  of  the  young  man,  by 
keeping  him  for  some  time  in  suspense  as  to  his 
father's  intentions.  The  arrival  of  Andrew  Melr 
ville  put  an  end  to  this  reserve.  James  was  now 
told,  that  he  was  at  full  liberty  to  follow  his  own 
inclinations ;  and,  to  his  great  joy,  was  delivered 
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over  to  hiff  uncle,  in  the  manner  we  have  already 
stated,  instead  of  being  bound  to  the  barrister  *. 
'Notwithstanding  the  striking  resemblance  be- 
'tween  the  uncle  and  nephew  in  stature  and  phy- 
siognomy, they  differed  in  mental  temperament, 
'perhaps  as  widely  as  ever  two  individuals  did  who 
were  united  by  the  closest  and  most  inviolaUe 
friendship.  The  talents  of  James  Melville  were 
respectable,  without  being  of  the  same  superior 
order  as  those  of  his  uncle.  Though  not  endow- 
ed with  great  liveliness  or  force  of  imagination, 
he  possessed  a  sound  judgment,  and  a  heart  ten- 
derly susceptible  of  all  the  benevolent  and  social 
affections.  Mild  in  his  temper,  and  courteous  in 
his  manners,  he  was  capable  of  exerting  great 
authority  over  others,  because  he  had  the  complete 
eohunand  of  himself.  To  these  amiable  qualities 
were  united  a  guileless  uprightness,  and  an  unshaken 
-constancy  in  maintaining  the  friendships  which  he 
contracted,  and  adhering  to  the  cause  which  his  con- 
victions led  him  to  espouse.  He  was  accordingly 
fitted  for  becoming  a  most  useful  companion  to  his 
uncle,  who  did  not  uniformly  study  the  moUiter  in 
verbis^  and  was  apt  to  be  involved  in  difficulties  by 
an  impetuosity  of  temper  which  he  was  not  always 
able  to  command,  and  was  sometimes  unwilling  to 
restrain. 

James  Melville  had  lately  finished  his  course  of 
philosophy  at  the  university  of  St.  Andrew's,  and, 

•  Melville's  Diary,  pp.  21 — ^Sl. 
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though  a  modest  youth,  flattered  hunself  that  he 
was  capable  of  professing  those  liberal  arts  of  nrhkh 
he  had  been  declared  a  master  by  the  first  literary 
authority  in  the  land.  But  a  few  hours'  conversa- 
tion with  his  new  instructor  dispelled  this  pleasing 
dream,  and  convinced  him  that  he  needed  yet  to  fa^ 
gin  his  studies.  There  is  something  interesting  in 
the  artless  manner  in  which  he  relates  what  he  fidt 
on  making  this  discovery,  and  describes,  from  his 
first  impressions,  the  eminent  qualifications  whidi 
his  uncle  possessed  for  a  task  in  which  he  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  *. 

Melville  was  not  permitted  long  to  enjoy  his  le* 
tirement  at  Baldovy.  Beza's  letter  to  the  General 
Assembly,  and  the  report  of  his  countrymen  who 
had  come  from  Geneva,  spread  the  fame  of  his  era* 
dition  through  Scotland.  At  the  Assembly  whidi 
met  in  August  he  was  much  talked  of,  and  applica- 
tions for  his  services  were  made  from  different  qusar*- 
ters.  The  commissioners  of  the  Synod  of  Fife  were 
instructed  to  request  that  he  might  be  granted  to 
them,  with  the  view  of  his  being  appointed  Provost 
of  St  Mary's  College,  St.  Andrew's,  in  the  room  oi 
Archbishop  Douglas,  who  had  just  died  f .     A  simiP 


•  See  Note  K. 

t  Douglas  died  on  the  bust  day  of  July^  1574^  (Act  Bulk  of  the 
CommisBariot  of  St.  Andrew's,  19th  Feb.  1574.)  When  admitted  to 
the  iHshopric,  Douglas  promised  to  resign  the  offices  of  rector  of  the 
university,  and  provost  of  St.  Mary's  College ;  and  complaints  were 
at  different  times  made  against  him  at  the  General  Assembly  for  con- 
tinuing to  retain  them.  C^alderwood,  MS.  Hist.  vol.  ii  pp.  344r— 488. 
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kur  a]^cation  was  made  in  behalf  of  the  University 
of  Glasgow;  and  Archbishop  Boyd,  and  Andrew 
Hagr,  commissioner  of  the  west,  urged  so  strongly 
thie  arnined  state  into  which  that  seminary  had  fallen^ 
that  it  was  preferred  to  St.  Andrew's,  and  the  As^ 
sembly  recommended  it  to  Melville  to  yield  to  its 
claims.  To  secure  their  object,  they  prevailed  upon 
such  of  his  relations  as  were  present  to  use  their 
influaice,  on  their  return,  to  induce  him  to  comply 
with  this  recommendation*  Though  he  had  not 
yet  been  introduced  to  them,  the  Assembly  confer** 
red  a  mark  of  their  approbation  on  him,  by  insert^ 
ing  his  name  in  a  committee  appointed  to  examine 
a  poetical  work  previous  to  its  publication  f.  It  de« 
serves  notice,  that  this  Assembly  recognized  the 
doctor,  or  interpreter  of  Scripture,  as  a  distinct  fune* 
ticmary  of  the  church,  and  petitioned  the  Regent  to 
appmnt  competent  salaries  for  such  learned  men  as 
were  willing  to  discharge  this  office  in  the  imiversi- 
tics^. 


•  Melville's  Diary,  pp.  «9,  30. 

f  ''  For  rerewing  and  righting  of  the  history  of  Job,  compiled  be 
lir*  PMiick  Adamione  in  Latine  yerse,  the  present  Aaaembly  hath 
wilkd  their  loved  brethren  and  the  right  honourable  Mr.  George  Bu«i 
chanan,  keeper  of  the  privy  seal,  Mr.  Peter  Young,  Pedagogue  to  our 
Soveraign  Lord,  Mr.  Andrew  Melvill,  Mr.  James  Lawson,  minister 
of  Edinbur^^,  to  take  travell  in  perusing  of  the  said  book,  and  if  the 
aame  be  found  be  thame  agreeable  to  the  truth  of  Gods  word  to  au« 
thorixe  the  samine  with  testimony  of  their  hand  writ  and  subscrip. 
tion.**    Cald.  MS.  vol.  ii.  p.  465. 

i  Buik  of  the  Universal  Kirk,  p.  60,  b. 
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In  consequence  of  a  pressing  invitation  from  the 
patrons  of  the  university,  Melville  paid  a  visit  to 
Glasgow ;  and,  after  making  the  necessary  inquiries, 
and  arranging  certain  alterations,  he  agreed  to  re«. 
turn,  and  undertake  the  office  of  Principal.  Ac-. 
cordingly,  in  the  end  of  October,  he  took  leave  o{ 
his  affectionate  brother  (who  died  soon  after  *)  and 
set  out  for  Glasgow,  attended  by  James  MelviU^. 
By  the  way  he  stopped  two  days  at  Stirling,  where 
he  was  introduced  to  the  young  king,  who  had  en- 
tered the  ninth  year  of  his  age, — **  the  switest  sight 
in  Europe  that  day  for  strange  and  extraordinar. 
gifts  of  ingyne,  judgment,  memorie,  and  language  P' 
says  James  Melville,  who  was  admitted  to  see  him 
along  with  his  uncle :  "  I  hard  him  discourse,  (con-, 
tinues  he)  walking  up  and  down  in  the  auld  Lady 
Marr's  hand,  of  knawlege  and  ignorance,  to  my  grait 
marvell  and  astonishment/'  No  doubt  this  asto- 
nishment was  heightened  by  the  reflection  that  the 
young  philosopher  was  a  king ;  but  the  truth  is^ 
that  James  did  at  this  time  exhibit  symptoms  of 
more  than  ordinary  talents,  and  his  teachers  were 
highly  gratified  at  the  proficiency  which  he  made 
under  their  tuition.  At  Stirling,  Melville  found 
Buchanan  engaged,  at  leisure  hours,  in  writing  his 
History  6t  Scotland ;  and,  having  taken  his  advi(£ 
on  the  plan  of  education  which  he  intended  to  foK^ 
low,  proceeded  to  Glasgow.     Thomas  Buchanan, 

*  Richard  MeWaie  died  in  June,  157^    Diary,  p.  14. 41.  ; 
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(he  nephew  of  the  poet.  Went  along  with  him,  to  be 
present  at  his  installation  *. 

The  literary  history  of  the  University  of  Glasgow 
properly  commences  with  Melville,  though  the  semi- 
nary had  subsisted  for  upwards  of  a  century  before 
he  was  connected  with  it.  From  its  first  erection  it 
was  provided  with  professors  in  all  the  liberal  arts 
and  sciences  then  taught;  but  tho3e  of  the  higher  jGei* 
culties — theology,  and  law,  civil  and  canon,  lectured 
merely  pro  Jbrmaf  or  occasionally  as  it  suited  their 
own  conveniency  and  the  caprice  of  their  beneficed 
auditors  f .  The  number  of  regular  students  who 
attended  it  appears  never  to  have  been  great,  and 
among  these  are  to  be  found  few  names  of  eminence  ^. 
Its  funds,  originally  small,  were  wasted  and  reduced 
by  alienations  during  the  confusions  which  attended 
the  great  change  of  religion.  Through  the  zealous 
exertions  of  individuals  friendly,  to  the  interests  of 
literature,  gifts  in  its  favour  were  procured  from 
the  crown  and  from  the  magistrates  of  the  city  §. 
But  with  the  help  of  these  only  two  regents  could 
be  maintained.  The  consequence  was,  that  it  lan- 
guished for  a  few  years,  imtil,  on  the  death  of  John 
Davidson,  who  held  the  situation  of  Principal,  the 
students  dispersed,  and  the  college  was  literally  shut 
up  ||. 

•  Mdnlle'g  Diary,  p.  3^.  +  See  Note  L. 

t  See  Note  M.  §  See  Note  N. 

I  Reooids  of  the  IJmremtj  oi  GiBagum ;  Memorial  for  Dr.  Trafl, 
and  Answers  for  Dr.  Leechman,  in  1771 ;  and  Statist.  Ace.  of  Scot* 
land,  Tol.  xxi. 

VOL.  I.  F 
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The  prospect  was  sufficiently  discoaraging^.  aad 
an  ordinary  person  would  have  despaired  of  beti^ 
able  to  restore  the  suspended  animation  of  theuni- 
versity.  But  such  was  Melville's  sieal  for  the  adn 
vancement  of  letters,  and  the  confidence  whidii  he 
felt  in  his  own  resources,  that  he  entered  <m  this 
task  he  had  undertaken  without  hesitationt  and 
with  the  confident  hope  of  raising  the  seminary 
over  which  he  presided  ^  to  a  rank  which  my  univer- 
sity in  his  native  country- had  yet  attained.  His 
reputation  secured  the  attendance  of  as  many  young 
men  as  were  necessary  for  the  opening  of  the  class* 
es.  It  would  have  been  easy  for  him  to  have  dis- 
dharged  the  dutiea  which  were  considered  as.  be- 
longing to  the  office  of  Principal,  and  to  have  left 
the  education  of  the  students  to  be  conducted  in 
the  ordinary  way,  by  such  regents  as  should  be 
placed  under  him.  The  patrons  of  the  university 
had  already  procured  a  person  of  this  descriptioii 
from  St.  Andrews.  Allowing  him  to  proceed  in 
the  manner  to  which  he  had  been  trained,  and  de- 
volving on  1pm  the  management  of  the  slender  x^ 
venues,  of  the  college,  Melville  set  himself,  with  ia- 
credible  labour,  to  the  execution  of  a  plan,  in  the 
fionnation  of  which  he  had  availed  himself  of  the 
most  approved  practices  which  he  had  witnessed  in 
foreign  academies.  One  great  object  which  -  he 
had  in  view,  was  to  train  up  a  niunber  of  indivi- 
duals who  should  be  qualified  for  acting  as  assist- 
ants  to  him,  and  fbr  ft>lIowing  otit  his  mode  of 
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instnictioiL  For  this  purpose  he  commenced  with 
a  select  class  of  young  men  wdl  grounded  in  th6 
Latin  language^  and  determined  to  conduct  them 
himself  through  a  regular  and  complete  course  of 
studjr. 

He  began  by  initiating  them  into  the  principles 
of  Greek  grammar.  He  then  introduced  them  to 
the  study  of  Logic  and  Rhetoric ;  usmg,  as  his  text^ 
books,  the  IMalectics  of  his  Parisian  master,  Ramus, 
and  the  Rhetoric  of  Talseus  *.  While  they  were 
engaged  in  these  studies,  he  read  with  them  the 
best  classical  authors,  as  Virgil  and  Horace  among 
the  Latins,  and  Homer,  Hesiod,  Theocritus^  Pindar, 
and  Isocrates,  among  the  Greeks ;  pointing  out,  as 
he  went  along,  their  beauties,  and  illustrating  by 
them  the  principles  of  logic  and  rhetoric.  Proceed- 
ing to  Mathematics  and  Geography,  he  taught  the 
elements  of  Euclid,  with  the  Arithmetic  and  Geome- 
try of  Ramus,  and  the  Greography  of  Dionysius.- 
And  agreeably  to  his  plan  of  uniting  elegant  litera- 
ture with  philosophy,  he  made  the  students  use  the 
Hidenomena  of  Aratus,  and  the  Cosmographia  of 
Rpntek'  f .  Moral  Philosophy  formed  the  next  branch 

• 

*  Audomaros  Takeiu^  or  Talon,  was  the  scholar,  and  afterwards 
llieooUeagiie  and  warm  defender,  of  Ramus,  (Bulsus,  Hist.  Unir. 
Paris.  y/L  389.)  His  Bhetorica  was  approved  of  and  used  by  many 
whp  were  strongly  prejudiced  against  the  Ramean  school  of  philoso- 

t  A^fwr  2$3i4mi  ^m9tfU9m ;  first  printed  in  the  coUectioDL  of  Ancient 
GeognH^n  by  Aldus,  at.yenicej  in  1499,  and  frequently  republish- 
ed. This  poem  was  greatly  esteemed  by  the  ancients,  is  said  to  have 
been  translated  into  Latin  verse  by  Cioero,  and  is  quoted  by  the 

F  2 
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of  fitudjr ;  and  on  this  he  read  Cicero's  Offices,  Para^ 
doxes,  and  Tusculan  Questions,  the  Ethics  and  Po- 
litics  of  Aristotle,  and  certain  Dialc^eS  of  Plato« 
In  Natural  Philosophy,  he  made  use  of  Femelius, 
iAd  oominented  on  parts  of  the  writings  of  Aristotte 
and  Plato.  To  thes^  he  added  a  view  of  Universal 
History,  with  Chronology,  and  the  progress  of  the 
Ajrt  of  Writiiig.  Entering  upon  the  duties  of  his 
own  immediate  profession,  he  taught  the  Hebrew 
language,  first  more  qursorilyy  by  going  over  the 
elementary  work  of  Martinius,  and  afterwards  by  a 
more  accurate  examination  of  its  principles,  accom- 
panied with  a  praxis  upon  the  Psalter  and  books  (^ 
Solomon.  He  then  initiated  the  students  into  Chair 
dee  and  Syriac ;  reading  those  parts  of  the  books  of 
£0ra  .and  Daniel  that  are  written  in  Chaldee,  and 
the  e{KiEitlq .  to.  the  Galatians  in  the  Syriac  version. 

1  .      Ml  I      ■  ■      .. 

■  4 

wpOBfik  FlKil'(wh0  was  a  oouiitryinan  of  the  author)  in  Aets  xvii.  98. 
Aratufl»  whp  was  both  a  po^t  and  an  astronomer^  flourished  about  t&e 
year  270  A.  C.  J 

^e  Cosmagrbphkt  of  John  Honter  was  written  in  Latin  verse,  sn4 
•eeonipsniiBdiWitfa  vsaps.  He  was  a  celebrated  teacher  in  Transyli*- 
niay  his.liaftiv/Q  country.  David  Chytneus  visited  his  academy  during 
his  travels  in  1569,  and  speaks  in  terms  of  high  commendatioii  of 
his  talents,  and  the  utility  of  his  writings.  (Chytrci  Orationes,  ^ 
411.    Hanov.  1614.) 

The  af  tempts  to  facilitate  the  study  of  the  sdenoes  by  the  aid  of 
poetry  have  beeiji  numerous,  lliere  is  a  curious  specimen  of  Ibis  IdttA 
in  a  Greek  poem  on  tCa#^  ^tten  in  the  middle  ages :  l^r^  rmt  v^im  ; 
sen  Micbaelis  Ptalli  Compendium  L^um,  versibus  lambis  et  Poll* 
tids;  published  by  Francis  Bosquet,  in  1632,  vnth  s  Latin  txansia* 
tion. — ^AVith  the  same  view,  Francesco  Berlinghieri  composed  his 
Gfografia,  published  with  maps  at  Florence,  in  1480.  (Rosooe^s  Lo» 
renzo  de  Medici,  voL  U.  p.  112.) 
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He  also  went  throu^  all  the  common  heads  of  D& 
vinity  according  to  the  order  of  Calvin's  Institu^ 
tions,  and  gave  lectures  on  the  different  books  of 
Sdripture  *. 

This  course  of  study  was  completed  in  six  years. 
From  the  variety  of  subjects  which  it  embraced,  and 
the  number  of  books  read  and  commented  on,  some 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  extent  of  his  erudition^ 
and  the  greatness  of  his  labours.  On  the  second 
year,  his  nephew,  James  Melville,  began  a  class, 
which  he  instructed  in  Greek,  logic,  and  rhetoric  % 
and  on  the  following  year  taught  them  inathematics 
and  moral  philosophy.  He  was  the  first  regent  in 
Scotland  who  read  the  Greek  authors  with  his  class 
in  the  original  language.  A  sufficient  number  of  re- 
gents beii^  obtained,  Melville  introduced  a  new  roi- 
gulation  as  to  their  mode  of  teaching.  It  was  the 
established  and  invariable  practice,  in  all  the  unt 
versities  at  that  time,  for  the  regent  who  began  a 
dass  to  continue  with  it,  and  to  conduct  his  students 
through  the  whole  course  of  studies,  imtil  he  had 
prcpared  them  for  laureation  at  the  end  pf  four  y e^rs. 
Melville  was  under  the  necessity  of  adhering  to  this 
practice  at  his  first  coming  to  Glasgow,  but  he  'was 
fidly  convinced  of  its  tendency  to  obstruct  the  ad- 
vancement of  learning,  and  embraced  the  first  op- 
portunity of  abolishing  it  Accordingly,  in  the  year 
15779  Blaise  Laurie  was  established  permanent 
teacher  of  Greek  and  of  Roman  Eloquence:  James 

*  Melville's  Diary,  pp.  39^  40. 
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Melville  of  Math^naatics,  Logic,  and  Moral  Philoao- 
phy;  and  Peter  Blackburn  of  Physics  and  Aslroiio- 
faiy;  while  the  Principal  confined  himself  to  Diving 
ty  and  the  Oriental  Languages.  About  the  time  thai 
Melville  left  Olasgow^  the  Principal  was  retteved 
fSram  a  part  of  his  extensive  duty  by  the  ii;^Kiiiit- 
Ittent  of  a  separate  teacher  €t  Hebrew  *•  The  ad- 
vantages arning  from  the  introduction  of  Uie  di?l- 
illon  df  labour  into  the  teaching  of  the  sciences  ane 
M  apparent^  and'  are  ilow  so  generally  reoognloidl, 
that  it'is  quite  unnecessary  to  state  them. 
'  Enthusiastically  attached  to  the  profession  which 
lie  had  chosen,  and  eager  to  raise  the  litarary  flha. 
racter  of  his  native  country  to  the  same  rmakwiA 
that  of  other  nadolis,  Melvi&e  soon  infissed  a  poitioti 
of  his  alxiour  into  the  breasts  of  his  sdiolais.  Bf 
'fhe  time  4liat  he  finished  his  secolod  session,  his  fiyne 
Ikad  spi^iid  through  the  kingdom,  studentt  came 
frbin  ftU^iiartcTs  to  hear  his  lectures,  and  nluhbeis 
Htrhb^hM  tak^  their  d^ees  at  St.  AndrewsiBatiir 
^dllat^  at  Glasgow;  so  that  tihe  class-room^  «rlndi 
-hlul  86'  latefy  been  empty,  could  not  contiun  thete 
iirfio '  kiYtght  for  kdniission.  ^  I  dare  say  there  iMs 
Isb  pldc^  In  Europe  (says  James  Melville)  oampanip- 
'ble  to  Olai^gt^  for  good  letters,  during  these  yeam-^ 
for  a  plentiful  and  good  cheap  market  of  Idl  kinds  4^f 
*  languages,  arts,  and  sciences  f." 

A  number  of  individuals  who  afterwards  distin- 
guished themselves,  were  educated  under  Melville 

*  Annales  Fac.  Art.  Glas.    Melvilk  s  Diai^^  p.  44. 
t  Melville  B  Diary^  p.  39. 
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during  4ftie  diart  period  <if  his  leaideiiee  at 
Among  these  were  Pafarick  Melville,  one  of  iiis  n^ 
j^wB,  who  became  Prafefsor  of  Hebrew,  first  9p 
jGBasgow,  and  afterward^  at  St.  Andrews ; :  Audreif 
Knox,  who  waa  suceesaively  Bishop  of  the  Isle^ 
jEind  of  Kaphoe  in  ]j?elaa4  9  Duncan  Naiioit  who  wag 
selected  as  the  best  qualij^  fof  .b^Uig  the  first  pr{jf 
£mor  in  the  C!oUege  of  £dinb^gh  under  Prind- 
fial  Bollock ;  Archbishop  Spokswobd  ; .  Sir  EdwaxjA 
itawxiiiiond,  SirCfideon  ^lu^ay.and^ir.JainesFulr 
lerton,  who  became  courtiers  tp  «ifan^  VL;  and 

&ir  Adam  Newton,  whq»  after.  ^^chmS  V^  ?^^  ^^^^? 
.fountry  find  abroadi  waa.^poinjted  tu^tw. and  af tej>- 
wards  secretary  tp  Henry,  Prince  of  Wales  *. 

In  the  year  1577,  MelviUe  <4i|taij^.£f^omtbe  T^ 
^nt  a  valuable  bene£Eu:tiaa  to  the  univi^ty.  This 
.was  the  living  of  fipvan,  in  t|i^  vicifi^  .of  fOlfl^ 
gow,  valued  at  twentyrfour  chalders  pf  victual  .^- 
nually,  although  only  a  small  pprtion  of  .this  could 
be  realised  for  a  number  of  yearq,  ^i^ng.with  this 
fkmation,  a  new  foundation,  commonly  called  the 
iVbra  Ereetio^  was  givc^n  to  th^  co^^  by  i)Qya^ 
charter.  It  is  unnecessary  to  speqfy  its.  gugptjuents, 
aa  it  sanctioned  all  the  arrangemeutf  which  H^jd-- 
ville  had  already  introduced,  as  to  the  hra^ches  of 
learning  to  be  taught,  and  the  divi^iQn  of  them 
among  the  several  professors*    The  number  of  per* 

*  **  Pktiiciiu  Melyin/*  and  *'  Edward"  Dronoond*'  were  kureated 
in  1578;  '^  Andreas  Knox"  in  1579;  *'  Duncanus  Nairn"  in  1580; 
''  Gedeon  Murray,  Johannes  Spotswood,  Jacobus  Fullertoun*'  in 
1581 ;  and  '*  Adam*  Newtoun"  in  1588.  (Anni^  Fac.  Art  Olasg.) 
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WOB  now  entitled  to  maintenanoe  from  the  fiAld^ 
was  twdve,  indading  masters  and  borsan^  Tfat 
other  students  either  paid  for  their  board  at  the 
college-toble,  or  lodged  at  their  own  expense  in  i^\ 
town.  In  consequence  of  the  new  foundation,  it 
tocame  the  duty  of  the  Principal  to  preach  onSab* 
bath  at  the  Churdi  of  GoTan^.  -  j 

It  was  not  by  his  public  inrtrucfions  only  ibftii 
Melville  promoted  the  cause  of  literature.     He  was  - 
of  a  conmninicatiye  disposition,  and  equally  quaU&dr 
and  disposed  for  imparting  knowledge  by  private 
conversation.  This  appeared  in  his  intercomrse  withx 
his  colleagues,  and  at  the  college  table,  to  whiok* 
such  individuals  of  education  as  resided  in  Glasgow  \ 
w^d  itd  neighbourhood  frequently  resorted  to  por^ 
take  of  a  frugal  meal,  that  they  might  share  in  the'' 
literary  desert  whidi  was  always  served  up  along 
with  it.      His   conversation  was  enlivened  with 
amusing  anecdotes,  smart  apophthegms,  and  dassical 
quotations  and  allusions.     He  was  fond  of  dis^. 
cussing  literary  questions,  and  had  a  singular  fiaA^ 
culty  of  throwing  light  on  them  in  the  easy  andi 
unceremonious  form  of  table-talk.     This  made  thd ) 
master  of  the  granunar  school,  who  was  afterwards 
Prindpal  of  the  college,  to  say  of  these  literary  con«*  i 
versations,  *'  that  he  learned  more  of  Mr.  AndrewJ 
Melville,  cracking  and  playing,  for  understanding  of 
the  authors  which  he  taught  in  the  school,  than  by 


*  Melville*8  Diary,  p.  iS,  44.   The  Nova  Brectio  is  printedin  Me^ 
morial  for  Dr.  TraU,  anno  1771. 
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ail  the  eommeiitBtors  *."  In  these  acMtemicol  veeee^ 
ations,  pliilosophieal  were  mixed  with  literary  topicvn 
Blackbuniy  the  regent  who  taught  the  first  class  At 
Melville's  coming  to  Glasgow,   was  a  good  man^ 
atid  far.  from  being  unlearned,  according  to  the' 
means  of  instruction  then  enjojned  in  Scotland,  boAi' 
unacquainted  with  the  world,  and  cons^uently ' 
diigttatical,  and  rude  in  hiS' mariners.  ^  He  was  a 
great  stickler  for  the  in£edlibiUtf  of  Aristotle  as  h^ 
pbilosopher,  and  adhered  rigidlf  to  the  maxin^ 
Ahimrdum  est  dieetns  Arhtetekm  erriuse,  whidk 
nobody  had  yet  Tentured  to  contradict  at  Sfc  An* 
drew^'s,  where  he  had  taken  his  d^reesf.    ^Vheii' 
the  subject  was  started  at  the  collie  table,  M^ 
viUe  vigorously  opposed  this  sentiment,  and  pro* 
doeed  from  the  writings  of  the  Stag}nrite  examples 
of  error  that  were  quite  incontrovertible.    Being  ^ 
incapable  of  maintaining  his  ground  by  argimenl^ . 
Blackburn  was  apt  to  grow  angry,  and  to  have  re- 
course to  personal   reflections,   alleging  that  the 
Principal  was  proud,  arrogant,  full  of  ins  own  opi^  ^ 
moos,  and  disposed  to  set  himself  up  against  dll^ 
the  world.    Whenever  Melville  perceived  tifads^  he-; 
dropt  the  dispute,  without  making  any  repSy.     By 
this  means  he  gained  upon  his  colleague,'  who,  feci^' 
ing  himself  reproved  and  overcome,  gradually  cor* 


«  Mdyille's  Diary,  p.  40. 

t  Peter  Blackburn  afterwards  became  minister  of  Aberdeen,  and 
was  made  bishop  of  that  diocese  in  the  beginning  of  the  17th  cen- 
tury. 
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rected  his  rude  behaviour,  and  tt  lafit  became  m 
forward  as  any  m  acknowledging  thi^  <J>tiggrtitfWf 
he  owed  to  the  Principal  *. 

We  are  not  however  to  conclude  fyosa  .thia»  tlMt 
Melville  was  disposed  to  sacrifioe  his  awtiB^enltlO 
.courtesy  and  the  mere  Ipve  of  peace»  or  io  yitlll 
ihemup  in  silence  to  wy  who  chose  to  oppqaa  :tlMS« 
Irom  humour  m  prejudice.  He  had  tdgh^  ml^i^H^ 
of  the  rights  of  truth;  and  when  called  upon  to  m^ 
in  defenoe  pf  these>  and  especially  wh^n  ^qnvinn^ 
that  they  were  inseparably  connected  with  thf^fi^ 
lie  good,  he  was  evet  ready  to  ejiert  in  their  MMI- 
tenaoce  all  the  energy  of  his  talents»  and  jH^lltP 
fervour  of  his  feelings.  On  oonti^vertcid  *  suhjocllp 
he  was  patient  in  his  inquiries  after  thetruth^;  99^ 
until  his  judgment  was  satisfied,  he  rea^caii^  wM^^ 
great  coolnesSf  and  listened  with  the  i^tipof^  ^tteiK 
tion  to  whatever  could  be  uiged  against  Um  i^d#  tp 
which  he  might  incline.  But  when  he  had  aiMBi||- 
ed  his  ground,  and  was  fiilly  convinced  of  ^fff 
truth  and  of  its  importance,  he  was  acaoston^  to 
maintain  it  tenaciously  and  boldly ;  would  suffer  no 
nian^  whatever  his  xank  or  authority  might  be^  tp 
bear  away  the  point  in  dispute ;  but  defended  .hJ3 
opinions  with  an  overwhelming  force  aod  fluenqr 
of  language,  accompanied  with  uncommon  enep^ 
of  voice  and  vehemence  of  gesture.  Nor  was  he  a 
less  persevering  than  ardent  advocate  of  the  cause 
which  he  espoused.     He  was  not  discouraged  by.iU 

J^  Melville*s  Diaxj,  pp.  40,  51. 
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MicoesS)  but  returned  to  the  charge  with  unabated 
aidour;  'and  whecerer  an  opportunity  preg^ited 
itself,  in  private  or  in  public,  he  plied  his  opponents 
with  arguments,  nntil  he  either  made  converts  of 
them,  or  judged  them  to  be  obstinately  wedded 
to  their  own  opinicms.  It  was  in  this  way  that  he 
-gained  over  so  many  of  his  comitrymen  to  his 
'^iews,  on  the  questions  which  were  agitated  ra- 
cpecting  the  govermnent  and  liberties  of  the  church. 
-^  But  fcft  his  own  particular,  (says  his  nejAew,)  in 
pertott^  geir,  or  fame,  I  knew  him  never  heard  in 
pttUi<&  with  any  man  to  this  hour*."  In  this 
*]|gfat  is  his  diaraeter  presented  to  us,  by  one  who 
"liad  at  least  eveiy  advantage  for  observing  it  nar* 
'fowly.  We  shall  have  various  opportunities  of 
Mseertainhqg  how  £bf  it  is  correct,  and  in  whi^  dt- 
grte  that  temper  and  bdiaviour,  which  a  wanp 
friend  may  be  supposed  to  have  r^arded  with  a 
^^ardal  eye,  calls  for  our  censure  or  merits  our  a^ 
^otause* 

*  -  Aocoitlii^  to  his  nephew's  stat^nent,  Melville 
"^ai^  a  believer  in  Oneirology,  and  expert  in  the 
jnteipretation  of  dreams.  Some  of  the  exampks 
adduced  in  proof  of  this,  however,  would  rather  in- 
Ntciiaeus  to  think  that  he  amused  himsdf  by  a  play- 
Jol  exercise  of  ingenuity  instead  of  pretending  to 
skill  in  this  occult  science  f.  James  Melville  does 
more  honour  to  him  when  he  praises  his  sagacity 
in  discerning  the  characters  of  men ;  and  he  has 

•  Melville*8  IHary,  p.  52.  t  See  Note  O. 
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certainly  pnufnrfsA  instaoces  in  wiiidk  dbt 
wliidi  he  fmmaoEuxd  on  imiiYiiinab  of  ias 
qnirnfifirp  was  strikingfy  Tcaatieii  by  Aisir  sohse- 
^pent  befaavioar.  One  of  dusie  ocnDrred  at  doB 
period,  and  rdates  to  a  piarsan  of  OBBsUerabfe  mtto' 
riety  in  the  hisfiory  of  these  txmesw  Jobn  OilriDc; 
b^n^caDed  before  xbti  synodof  Qaagowfiir  dtiieit 
inghu  minisCry  at  KHfaride,  ande  ^nck  npianubk 
aqpcdogy  for  his  ifMnhut  aft  impoaed  onail  the  watsak- 
bera.  MelTiDe  ahxie  sospected  kb  suKcsnty,  and 
intem«tniir  him  dflsehr,  receiTed  sntch  wkswos  as 
indnrrd  him  to  teQ  his  bretiiren^  that  he  wndd  not 
he  aiuiniaed  to  see  that  man  renwmce  the  prnfearion 
of  the  ministry,  and  of  Christianity  itsdf^.  Col- 
Tille  soon  after  errhanged  the  dharacter  of  the 
jveadher  for  that  of  the  courtier.  Disappointed  of 
his  expectations  at  eonrt,  he  joined  in  the  insurrec- 
tions of  the  tnrboknt  £ari  of  BothwdL  Being 
driren  oat  of  the  Idngdom  akmg  with  that  noUe- 
man,  he  professed  himself  a  Roman  Catholic,  and 
became  a  keen  writer  against  the  Protestant  reli^ 
gionf .  And  all  his  tergiversations,  political  and  re- 
ligions,  were  marked  by  uncommon  want  <^  jMrind- 
ple:t^«  I  mention  this  trait  in  Melville's  character  thp 
rather,  because  there  is  nothing  which  men  hred  ixi 

*  Mdrillc^t  Diaxy,  p.  SO.  7.^ 

t  Th«  Pannete,  or  Adroanilkm  to  hit  Coantrjinen  when  he  tc^ 

mnKd  to  the  Cttholic  Bcligion,  bj  Mr.  John  ColvSle.    Pwis,  IwHl. 

Ho  had  palillihed  thii  work  m  Latin  during  the  preoeding  jfiar*     , 
t  Ho  fi^ve  a  mom  singular  proof  of  this,  in  a  work  entitled  7%e 

Paiintide,  (Kdiab.  1600.)  which  ho  represents  as  a  refutation  of  ia 

trMtlso  of  his  own  against  James's  title  to  the  crown  dt  England, 
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oolleges^  and  devoted  to  literary  pursuits,  are  more 
deficient  in  than  the  knowledge  of  character;  in 
consequence  of  which  they  are  ordinarily  disquali- 
fied for  the  management  of  public  business,  and  apt 
to  become  the  dupes  of  deceitful  friends  or  artful 
opponents. 

As  Principal,  it  was  Melville's  duty  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  government  of  the  college.  Dis- 
cipline was  then  exercised  with  a  great  deal  more 
strictness  in  colleges  than  it  is  now.  This  necessa- 
rily arose  from  the  peculiar  constitution  of  such  so- 
cieties, composed  of  young  men,  chiefly  boys,  who 
did  not,  as  at  present,  assemble  for  a  few  hours 
every  day  to  receive  instruction,  but  lived  constant- 
ly together  in  the  same  house.  While  questions  of 
a  civil  or  criminal  nature'  which  arose  in  the  college 
were  decided  by  the  rector  and  his  council,  it  be- 
loi^ed  to  the  principal  to  preserve  common  order 
among  the  students,  and  to  keep  them  in  due  sub^ 
jection  to  their  respective  regents.  At  his  installa- 
tion he  received  **  power  to  use  scholastical  correc- 
tion and  discipline,''  and,  as  the  badge  6f  this,  he 
had  delivered  to  him  "  the  belt  of  correction,  with 
the  keys  of  the  college*."    Accordingly,  it  was  the 

which,  "  in  malice,  in  time  of  his  exile,  he  had  penned."  Yet  he 
had  penned  no  such  treatise,  hut  merely  pretended  this  to  ingratiate 
f^imself  with  James  hy  a  feigned  recanUtion.  (Spotsw.  i57.)  Char- 
ters mentions  another  wori:  by  ColviUe :  '*  Oratio  Funehris  £xequiit 
Elisabethc  destinata.  Paris,  1604."  (Lives  of  Scotiah  Writers,  Ma 
in  Advocates'  Library.) 

'  «  Presentation  of  Mr.  James  Wilkie  to  be  principal  of  St.  Leo- 
nard's College,  St.  Andrews,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Geoi^  Buchanan, 
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cttstom  for  the  Principal  to  inflict  cor^Sral  chastise- 
ment, proprta  numu,  upon  delinquents,  in  the  pto^ 
sence  of  the  masters  and  students  assemUed  in  the 
common  hall.  Melville  devi^ved  this  disagreieafcU 
task  on  the  r^ents  * ;  but  it  was  still  an  indispeoh 
sable  part  of  his  duty  to  give  judgment  in  cases 
which  came  before  him  by  complaint  or  refSerenoe. 

John  Maxwell,  son  to  Lord  Herreis,  Was  draWiL 
away  from  his  studies,  and  involved  in  disordeHJr 
practices,  in  consequence  of  a  connection  he  had 
formed  with  Andrew  Heriot,  the  dissolute  heir  of 
an  opulent  citizen.  His  regent  having  reported  hh 
misbehaviour  and  disobedience,  the  Principal  rebokeS 
the  young  nobleman  sharply,  before  the  whole  eo}- 
l^e,  for  misspending  his  time,  and  disgracing  Mi 
birth,  by  associating  with  idle  and  debauched  com^ 
pany.  Irritated  by  this  public  censure,  MiaxweH 
retired  into  the  town,  and,  along  with  Heriot,  ga,ni 
himself  up  to  the  management  of  certain  individuals- 


April  15>  1570  ;  and  Admisnoa  of  Mr.  Andrew  Bmce  to  the 
office  in  1630 :  Papers  of  St.  Leonard's  College. 

*  Robert  Boyd  of  Trochrig^  when  admitted  Principal  of  the  ooQe^e 
of  Edinlmrgh  in  lB9i,  protested  before  the  Town  Council  ^t  he 
should  not  be  bound  to  administer  corporal  correction^  which  he  con- 
sidered as  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the  station.  He  had  decUoed 
it  (he  said)  when  Principal  of  the  College  of  Montauban  in  Fianoi^ 
and  of  Gla^pow,  although  he  acknowledges  it  was  the  aocualonHd 
duty  of  the  PrincipaL  His  predecessor  at  Gla^pow  (Patrick  Shatp^ 
had  performed  it ;  but  he  alleges  that  this  was  owing  to  its  bavidg 
been  "  his  wonted  customer  whereuuto  he  was  inured  in  the  gnmtt 
mar  school^  wherefra  he  was  taken  to  be  Principal  of  the  CoUegt.": 
(Life  of  Robert  Boyd,  p.  8i— 100.  Wodrow  MSS.  vol  v.  BiU.  CoL 
Glas.) 
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who  were  hostile  to  the  eollege,  atfd  anidouls  to  in^ 
YoLve  it  m  a  quarrel  with  the  iiihabitants.  Having 
collected,  a  number  of  lewd  and  disorderly  persons, 
Heriot  threw  himself  in  the  way  of  the  masters  and 
students,  as  they  were  returning  one  day  from 
churcdi,  and  followed  them  until  they  entered  the 
college,  brandishing  a  drawn  sword  in  the  Prin** 
dpal's  face,  and  making  use  of  the  most  opprobri-* 
oua  and  provoking  language.  Melville  bore  this 
insult  with  the  utmost  patience,  and  exerted  his 
authority  in  restraining  the  stud^its,  who  burned 
with,  desire  to  revenge  the  affront  offered  to  their 
master  *.  Lord  Herreis,  having  heard  of  his  sbn^s 
misconduct,  came  to  Glasgow,  and  obliged  him,  on 
bis  knees  and  in  the  open  court  of  the  collie,  to 
beg  pardon  of  the  Principal,  whose  forbearance  h^ 
hig^y  commended.  Heriot  was  soon  after  seized 
with  a  dangerous  illness ;  during  which  Melville, 
at  his  desire,  waited  on  him,  assured  him  that  he 
had  forgotten  the  late  injury,  and  did  every  thing 
ia  his  power  to  sooth  the  last  moments  of  the  un« 
haj^  young  man  f . 

But  though  he  was  disposed  to  overlook  personal 

*  "  The  KhoUan  war  out  of  fhair  wittes,  and  fkin  w«M  haiflT  pat 
hasds  on  him  (Heriot)  ;  but  he  (the  Principal)  rebniked  tham  in  sic 
ioit  that  they  dunt  not  steir.  As  for  myself^  for  als  patient  ati  I  am 
adWd,  I  doudit  not  snffer  it^  hot  withdrew  myself  from  him/'  James 
Ifdrille  rdatea  tha  story  as  one  proofs  among  many  others,  that 
akhoqgh  his  uncle  was  **  verie  hot  in  all  (public)  questions,  yet  when 
it  twitdied  his  particular,  no  roan  coiild  crab  him,  oontrar  to  the 
coBunoo  auatom."    (Diary  p.  50.) 

flbid. 
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injuries^  and  shewed  a  due  regard  to  public  peaces 
lie  knew  how  to  support  the  authority  of  his  office ; 
and  when  he  perceived  that  the  credit  of  the  Unir 
versity  was  at  stake,  or  that  it  was  intended  to  in-* 
timidate  him  from  executing  the  laws,  he  discoyer* 
ed  the  native  resolution  and  intrepidity  of  his  duU 
racter.  I  shall  give  an  instance  of  this,  which 
throws  light  on  the  manners  of  the  age,  and.  derives 
interest  from  the  relation  it  bears  to  a  young  gei^tle- 
man  who  afterwards  attracted  considerable  noticeii 
both  as  a  military  and  a  literary  adventurer.  lHark 
Alexander  Boyd^  was  the  younger  son  of  Robert 
Boyd  of  Pinkhill,  and  a  near  relation  of  Lord  Boyd, 
the  favourite  of  the  Regent  Morton  *.  Having  lost 
his  father  at  an  early  period  of  his  life,  he  was  plae« 
ed  imder  the  care  of  his  uncle,  the  archbishop  of 
Glasgow,  for  the  sake  of  his  education.  Young 
Boyd  evinced  spirit  and  genius,  but  acc(Hnpanied 
with  a  headstrong  and  ungovernable  temper.  He 
had  created  much  vexation  to  the  master  of  the 
grammar-school,  and  to  the  first  regent  under  whom 
he  studied  at  college.  When  he  entered  the  second 
class,  James  Melville,  who  taught  it,  told  him  that 
such  practices  as  he  imderstood  him  to  have  indulge 
ed  ih  would  not  be  tolerated.  The  admonition  had 
the  desired  effect  for  some  time,  but  at  length  the 
impression  of  it  wore  off*,  and  Boyd  received  thific 
castigation  of  which  he  had  been  forwamed,  and 

*  Life  of  Mark  Alexander  Boyd,  by  Lord  Hailet.  SMddl  Pro^ 
dromiu  Nat.  Hist  Sooiis,  P.  iL  lib.  S.  pp.  9—4.  fiibbald  badlmts^ 
in  general  of  tbe  incident  related  in  the  text,  but  was  unaoqiuuit«d 
with  the  particulars. 
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which  his  behaviour  merited.  Upon  this  the  af- 
fronted stripling  resolved  to  be  revenged.  Having 
pricked  his  face  with  his  writing  instruments,  and 
besmeared  it  with  the  blood  which  he  drew,  he  pre- 
sented himself  before  his  friends  in  this  guise,  with 
loud  complaints  of  the  cruel  treatment  which  he 
had  received  from  his  regent.  The  Principal  and 
Profiessors  investigated  the  affair,  and  easily  detected 
the  trick  which  had  been  played.  But  the  relations 
of  the  young  man  having  foolishly  taken  his  part, 
he  not  only  absented  himself  from  the  college,  but 
determined  to  have  still  ampler  revenge.  In  con- 
cert with  his  cousin,  Alexander  Cunninghame,  a 
near  relation  of  the  Earl  of  Glencaim,  he  way-laid 
the  regent  in  the  church-yard  as  he  was  returning 
one  evening  to  the  college.  Boyd  came  behind  him 
with  a  baton,  but  retreated  when  the  regent,  who 
had  perceived  his  tread,  turned  round.  Cunninghame 
then  rushed  forward  with  a  drawn  sword  ;  but  the 
regent,  though  unarmed,  being  an  expert  fencer, 
declined  the  thrust  aimed  at  him,  seized  the  sword- 
arm  of  the  assailant,  and  wresting  the  weapon  from 
his  hand,  detained  him  a  prisoner.  The  rector  and 
the  magistrates  of  the  city  were  of  opinion  that  this 
outrage  could  not  be  passed  over  without  injuring 
the  peace  and  credit  of  the  College,  and  decreed  thM 
Alexander  Cunninghame  should  come  to  the  place 
where  he  had  committed  the  offence,  bare-headed 
and  bare-footed,  and  there  crave  pardon  of  the  Uni- 
versity and  of  the  regent  whom  he  had  assaulted. 
Baoouraged  by  his  friends  he  refused  to  submit  to 

VOL.  I.  G 
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this  sentence ;  and  nothing  was  to  be  heard  in  the 
town  and  country  but  loud  threatenings  that  the 
Boyds  and  Cunninghames  would  bum  the  college 
and  kill  the  professors.  Disregarding  these  threatib 
Melville  summoned  the  offender  before  the  Frirf 
Council,  went  himself  to  St.  Andrews  to  prosecute 
the  cause,  and,  notwithstaiiding  the  powerful  inter- 
est with  which  he  had  to  contend,  obtained  a  decree^ 
ordaining  Alexander  Cunninghame  to  obey  the  sen^ 
tence  of  the  University  and  Town  Ciouiicil  against  t 
certain  day,  or  else  enter  as  a  prisoner  into  the 
castle  of  Blackness  *.  Andrew  Hay,  the  rector,  a 
man  of  great  prudence  and  knowledge  of  the  counr 
try,  was  of  opinion  that  the  college  should  not  insist 
on  the  execution  of  this  decree ;  as  the  pride  of  the 
families  concerned  would  not  suffer  them  quietly  to 
see  their  relation  make  such  a  humiliating  acknow* 
ledgment,  and  it  was  to  be  feared  that  the  affair 
would  not  terminate  without  bloodshed.  To  this 
advice  the  Principal  peremptorily  refused  to  yield; 
^'  If  Uiey  would  have  forgiveness  (said  he)  let  them 
crave  it  humbly,  and  they  shall  have  it ;  but  ere 
this  preparative  pass,  that  we  dare  not  correct  our 
sdiolars  for  fear  of  bangsters  and  clanned  gentle* 
men,  they  shall  have  all  the  blood  of  my  body 
first." 

On  the  day  appointed  for  making  the  submission, 
Lord  Boyd  came  to  Glasgow  accompanied  by  Ubi 
friends,  and  the  Earl  of  Glencaim  by  his,  to  dlt 

•  Sec  Note  P. 
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number  of  between  four  and  five  hundred  gentlemen. 
The  members  -of  the  University  being  assembled  in 
the  Coli^^e-hbll,  attempts  were  made  to  deter  theih 
from  appearing  at  the  appointed  piaoe,  by  persona 
who  professed  to  act  as  mediators.  ^^  They  that  Will 
go  with  me  (exclaimed  Melville)  let  them  go ;  and 
they  that  are  afraid,  letthem^  tatrry."  And  setting 
out  instantly,  he  was  followed  by  the  rector,  regents, 
and  students,  in  their  gowns.  -  The  diurch-yard  was 
filled  with  gentlemen  in  armour,*  who,  however, 
gave  way,  and  allowed  the  jMroeession  from  the  cxA^ 
lege  to  advance  to  the  spot  where  the  assault  was 
made.  Alexander  Cunninghame,  with  his  head 
uncovered,  but  in  other  respects  richly  dressed^  now 
came  forward  supported  by  two  of  his  friends^  and, 
with  an  air  and  tone  Very  different  from  those  of  a 
penitent,  said  he  was  ready  to  make  his  submission, 
pnmded  there  were  any  present  who  were  ready 
to  accept  it.  ^'  Doubt  not  of  that ;  we  are  ready," 
reidied  Melville.  This  b<dd  reply  completely  de- 
ranged the  plans  of  the  cabal,  whofee  object  it  was 
to  make  a  show  of  willingness  to  obey  the  order  of 
the  Privy  Council,  but  at  the  same  time  to  intimi- 
date the  College  from  requiring  itL  •  Aocordingiy, 
after  a  short  pause,  the  culprit  found  himself  dblig* 
ed  to  begin  his  confession,  which  he  went  through 
in  every  article,  conformably  to«  the  original  sen- 
tence^ in  the  presence  of  his  friends  convened  from 
all  parts  of  the  country.  When  the  ceremony  was 
over,  the  Principal  and  his  company  left  the  church- 
yard in  the  same  manner  as  they  had  entered  it, 
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without  meeting  with  the  slightest  insult  or  inter- 
ruption. And  the  gentlemen,  after  spending  a  conr 
siderable  sum  of  money  in  the  town,  returned  home, 
as  some  of  th^n  expressed  themselves,  **  greater 
fools  than  they  came  *.*" 

We  must  not  omit  to  notice  a  charge  brought 
against  Melville,  which  relates  to  the  period  of  whidi 
we  are  now  writing.  It  is  said  that  he  was  accessory 
to  *'  a  little  disturbance"  which  took  place  in  Glas- 
gow. **  By  the  earuiest  dealing  of  Mr.  Andrew 
Melville  and  other  minisjters,"  th^  magistrates  agreed 
to  demolish  the  Cathedral,  as  a  monument  of  idola- 
try, and  to  build  a  number  of  small  churches  with 
its  materials.  But  the  trades  of  the  city,  resenting 
this,  rose  in  a  tumult,  and  forcibly  prevented  the 
workmen  from  proceeding.  The  ringleaders  of  the 
riot  weri^  summoned  before  the  Privy  Council,  when 
the  kingrUpt  then  thirteen  years  of  age,  took  their 
partf.  and  told  the  ministers  engaged  in  the  prosecu- 
tion, **  that  too  many  churches  had  already  been  de- 
stroyed, and  that  he  would  not  tolerate  more  abuses 
in.  tliat  kindf."  This  statement  rests  solely  upon 
the.  autl^prityof  Bishop  Spotswood.  I  never  met 
with  4ny  titling  in  tl>e  public  or  private  writings  of 
Melville^  or  of  any  nwiister  contemporary  with  him, 
that  gives,  the  smallest  ground  for  the  conclusion, 
that  they  lopked  upon  cathedral  churches  as  monu- 
ments of  idolatry,  or  that  they  would  have  advised 


•  Melville's  Diary,  pp.  52—55. 
t  flpottwood^  Hist  p.  304. 
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their  demolition  on  this  ground.  The  records  of 
the  Town  Council  of  Glasgow  and  of  the  Privy 
Council  are  totally  silent  as  to  the  alleged  order 
and  riot;  a  silence  which  it  is  extretnely  difficult  to 
account  for,  on  the  supposition  that  the  bishop  has 
given  a  correct  report  of  the  affair.  It  appears  from 
the  most  satisfactory  documents,  that  the  magis- 
trates and  ministers  of  Olasgbw,  ^so  far  from  wish- 
ing to  pull  down  the  cathedral,  were  anxious  to  up- 
hold and  repair  it,  that  they  made  repeated  repre- 
sentations to  the  King  and  Privy  Council  on  this 
head,  and  that,  though  the  burden  of  the  woric  did 
not  legally  fall  on  them,  they  voluntarily  and  zeal- 
ously contributed  for  carrying  it  into  execution  ♦. 
I  think  it  highly  probable,  that  any  disturbance 
which  may  have  ftimished  the  ground-work  of  the 
statement  under  examination,  was  occasioned  by  an 
order,  not  for  demolishing,  but  for  repairing  the 
Cathedral ;  and  that  the  craftsmen  were  aggrieved 
at  some  encroachment  upon  their  rights,  real  or  sup- 
posed, in  the  mode  of  reparation. 

During  the  second  year  of  his  residence  at  Glas- 
gow, Melville  received  from  Geneva  his  library, 
consisting  of  an  ample  collection  of  bdoks  in  vari- 
ous l^iguages  and  on  aU  sciences,  whidi  he  had 
purchased  while  he  remained  on  the  Continent  f. 
This  was  the  treasure  on  which  he  set  the  highest 
valiie.  Though  the  reverse  of  parsimonious  in  every 
other  article,  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  fond 

*  See  Note  Q.  t  Melville*!  Diary,  pp.  36.  il. 
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of  msiilnng  presents  of  his  books*;  he  was  eyai 
cautious  in  lending  them;  and  when  forced  to  fly 
from  hoine»  one  of  the  first  ohjedM  of  his  8olicitade> 
and  of  his  strict  injunctions,  was  the  securing  o£  his 
library  f  •  Before  ita  arrival  at  this  time  he  must 
have  felt  severely  the  want  of  books.  For  this  com- 
modity was  then  exceedingly  rare  in  Scotland ;  nor 
was  there  any  thing  in  which  our  universities  were 
more  poorly  provided  |.  » 

About  this  time,  Melville's  first  publication,  which 
was  printed  abroad,  made  its  appearance  in  Scot- 
land. It  consisted  of  a  poetical  paraphrase  of  the 
Song  of  Moses,  and  of  a  part  of  the  Book  of  Job, 
with  several  smaller  poems ;  all  in  Latin  §.     This 

•  I  have  not  found  his  name  among  those  of  his  leanied  contempo- 
raries who  made  donations  of  this  kind  to  the  Uniyersities  of  Glasgow 
and  St.  An4rews. 

t  Melyini  Bpistols^  p.  89,  29S,  306.  %  See  Note  R. 

S  James  MelTillq  speaks  of  this  work  as  if  it  had  been  first  pub- 
lished in  1^78.  Disry,  p.  49.  But  I  have  now  before  me  a  copy  of 
the  very  rare  original  edition,  communicated  by  Mr.  David  Laing, 
whose  extensive  acquaintance  with  Scottish  bibliography  has  olWn 
been  of  great  serrioe  to  me.    The  following  is  the  title  of  the  work : 

"  Carmen  Mosis,  £x  Deuteron.  Cap.  zzzii.  quod  ipse  moriens 
Israeli  tradidit  ediscendum  &  cantandum  perpetuo,  latina  paraphrasi 
fllustratum.  Cui  addita  sunt  nonnuUa  Epigrammata,  &  lobi  Capu 
III.  latino  carmine  redditum.  Andrea  Melvino  Scoto  Avctore.  Ba* 
silec  M'D'LXJCiiii***    8vo.   i^.  16. 

The  manuscript  of  this  work  was,  it  is  probable,  left  on  the  Conti- 
nent by  the  audior,  when  he  returned  to  Scotland.  But  one,  at 
least,  of  the  epigrams  (that  on  the  death  of  Charles  IX.)  must' have 
been  transmitted  to  the  printer  by  Melville,  after  his  arrival  in  Bri« 
tain.  (See  above,  p.  ^6.)— In  the  inventory  of  books  belonging 
to  Thomas  Bassinden,  printer  in  Edinburgh,  inserted  in  his  Tesla* 
ment  Testamentar,  is  the  following  article;    "  Ite  xlviii  carmen 
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publication  gained  him  great  reputation  among  the 
learned,  who  eagerly  expected  that  he  would  un- 
dertake a  work  of  greater  extent,  which  might  prove 
a  durable  monument  of  his  talents. :  He  excused 
himself  for  declining  this,  by  pleading  that  there 
were  already  too  many  writers  who  courted  the 
public  favour,  and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  devote 
his  attention  to  the  task  of  education,  which  he  re- 
garded as  the  great  business  of  his  life.  Accord- 
ingly, he  checked  instead  of  encouraging  the  incli- 
nation to  write  for  the  press,  confining  himself  to 
occasional  pieces,  epigrams,  and  other  light  effu- 
sions of  the  muse,  in  which  he  indu]^ed  for  his  own 
amusement  and  the  gratification  of  his  private 
friends  *. 

The  Carmen  Mohs  is  unquestionably  the  finest 
poem  in  the  collection,  or  perhaps  of  any  that  Mel- 
ville wrote.  It  is  worthy  of  the  scholar  of  Buchan- 
an, and  deserves  a  place  among  the  productions  of 
those  modem  writers  who  have  attained  great  ex- 
cellence in  Latin  poetry.  The  author  did  not  pro- 
pose to  transfuse  the  peculiar  beauties  of  the  ori- 
ginal into  his  paraphrase.  The  different  genius 
of  the  two  species  of  poetry  rendered  this  impracti- 
cable. Its  merits  must  therefore  be  estimated  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  Latin  and  not  of  He^ 
brew  poetry.     The  language  is  classically  pure,  and 

...      .  .        .  . 

moywsy  f  dosane  xviii*.  gamma  vis."     There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
this  ia  Mdville's  work.'   Baasinden  died  18th  October,  1577.    (Com- 
miaaary  Records  of  Edinburgh.) 
*  Melville's  Diary,  p.  i9. 
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at  the  same  time  not  unsuited  to  the  sacredneBS  of 
the  theme  ;  the  versification  is  correct  and  smooth ; 
and  the  imagery  is  managed  with  boldness  and  de- 
licacy. The  exordium,  though  it  does  not  express 
the  inimitable  simplicity  and  majesty  of  the  origi- 
nal, is  lofty  and  beautifiiL 

Vo8  etemi  igacB,  et  conseia  lumina  nrandi, 
Falantesque  polo  flAmme ;  ros  humida  regna 
Aeriique  super  tractus^  campique  jacentes, 
£t  ccelum  et  tellus  (ego  vos  nunc  alloquor)  aum 
Arrigite :  et  celsas  dioenti  advertite  mentes. 

QuaUfi  rore  fluent  gemmanti  argenteus  imber 
FlurimuB,  artlReB  maturis  Bolibus  agros 
Temperat  undanti  rivo ;  glebasque  subactas 
Evocat  in  florem^  et  yiridantes  elicit  herbas; 
Instauratque  noTOs  opulenti  ruris  honor es. 
Talis  ab  ore  fluit  sacro  vis  lactea  fandi : 
Tale  polo  veniens  numeris  liquentibui  aureom 
Divitis  eloquii  flumen  manabit  in  artus> 
Ossaque^  perque  imoe  sensus^  perque  alta  pererrans 
Pectora,  nectareos  l«to  feret  ubere  fructus, 
Et  gazam  aetherea  cumulabit  meste  perennem. 

Quippe  Dei  pango  nomen :  cGelique  verendum 
Concelebro  numen  :  vos  ergo  Dei  yenerandum 
Et  nomen  celebrate,  et  numen  pangite  noatrL 

The  description  of  the  eagle's  teaching  her  young 
to  fly,  by  which  the  divine  care  exercised  about 
Israel  is  illustrated,  is  also  extremely  beautiful. 

Ac  velut  alituum  princepty  fulvusque  Tonantis 
Armiger,  implumes  et  adhuc  sine  robore  nidos 
SoUidta  refovet  cuia,  pinguisque  teiine 
Indulget  pastus,  mox  ut  cum  yiribus  alie 
Vesticipes  crevere,  vocat  si  blandior  aura, 
Expansa  invitat  pluma :  donoque  moxintei 
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Exapit,  attoUitque  humeria :  plausviqae  aecnndo 
Fertur  in  arya^  timens  oneri  natat  impete  presBO^ 
Remigium  lentans  alarum  :  inciurvaque  pinnis 
Vela  legens^  Immilesqtie  tranat  sub  nubibus  aras. 
Hinc  Bensim  supera  alta  pedt :  jam  jamque  sub  aatra 
Erigitur :  corausque  leves  dtua  urget  in  auraa^ 
Omnia  perrolltans  late  loca :  et  agmine  foetus 
Fertque  refertque  suoa  vario  :  moremque  volandi 
Addocet.    Illi  autem  longa  assuetudine  docti 
Faulatim  incipiunt  pennia  ae  credere  ccelo 
Impavidi.    Tantum  a  teneiia  valet  addere  curam. 

The  smaller  poems  consist  of  comipendatory  verses 
to  the  memory  of  Admiral  Coligni  and  other  Pro- 
testants who  perished  in  the  massacres  of  France, 
and  of  satirical  invectives  against  the  tyrannical  and 
cruel  policy  of  the  individuals  who  planned  these 
detestable  scenes  *.  The  dedication  of  the  work  to 
the  young  king  is  happily  conceived  and  expressed. 

Extreme  spes  sera  plags,  hoc  aurea  gentis 

Arctoe^  etsedi  lolque  jubarqoe  tui. 
Tot  sceptria  ataTonun  ingena^  ingentior  alta 

Indole^  quam  toUit  relUgioniB  honoa, 
Sancte  puer>  cape  Bacra  mes  primordia  imi6>^^ 

Non  lecua  ac  grati  prima  elementa  animi. 
Parva  quidero  tanto>  fateor^  munuscula  Regi: 

Farva,  sed  immensi  munere  magna  Bel. 
Ipse  tibi  minora  dabis  noatro  auspice  Phcebo  : 

Fonan  et  auapiciia  nca  meliara  toia  f, 

*  Two  of  these  have  already  been  given.  See  above^  p.  61.  Some 
of  them  are  introduced  into  a  valuable  work,  entitled,  **  Memoires  de 
TEatat  de  France  sous  Charles  IX."  Tom.  i.  p.  571,  b.  574.  A 
Meidelborg,  1578. 

t  Below  the  dedication,  in  the  copy  of  the  book  which  I  have  used, 
a  few  lines  in  praiae  of  Buchanan- have  been  written  with  a  pen. 
They  are  not  in  Melville's  hand-writing,  but,  from  their  having  been 
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The  whole  of  this  work  was  deemed  worthy  of  a 
place  in  the  selection  of  Latin  poetry  by  Scotsmen, 
published  at  a  subsequent  period  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Arthur  Johnston  *. 


introduced  here,  it  is  probable  that  he  waa  considered  as  the  aathor 
of  them.    I  have  not  observed  that  they  have  been  printed. 

Geo.  BiTchan.  Scotus^ 
Vir  Exoelientiss. 
Ckrus  in  Historic  campo,  damsque  Poesi^ 
Nomen  ad  stemos  fers,  Buchanane,  dies. 
Scotia  luce  tua  perfusa  celebrior  audet> 

Rex  discipline  gaudet  honore  tue. 
Maximus  es  meritis.    Quid  Patria  Rexve  rependet^ 
Quando  tuis  meritisJiic  sit  et  ilia  minor  ? 

*  Delitie  Poetarum  Scotorum>  torn.  ii. 
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CHAPTER  HI. 
1574—1580. 

IffTBBBaT  which  MehnOe  took  in  Pfiblic  Affairs — His  Cor^ 
'  medion  with  the  Chureh---^CharacUr  cf  the  Regent  Mor^ 
ion'''''State  of  Ecclesiastical  Affairs  at  his  Return  to 
ScoUand^ConvenOoH  at  LeiA-^Tulchan  Episcopacy 
'^^Not  Approved  by  the  General  Assemb^^Consequences 
of  its  Obtrusion — Melville  sits  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly — Episcopacy  Attacked — SpeeA  of  Melville  on  that 
Occasion  —  Discussions  on  this  Subject  "^Episcopacy 
Condemned^^Proceedings  with  the  Bishops — Prepara- 
Hon  of  the  Second  Book  of  Disdpline^^Grounds  of 
Opposition  to  it  on  the  pari  of  the  Court  and  Nobm^ 
iy^^Approved  by  the  General  Assembly — Outline  of 
it — Melville  Charged  with  bringing  the  Geneva  Disci* 
pUne  into  Scotiand'^Degree  in  which  the  Overthrow  of 
Episcopacy  zvas  owing  to  him — Remarks  on  his  Con* 
duct  in  that  Affair — His  Behaviour  to  Archbishop 
Boyd — Conduct  of  Adamson^^the  Regent  endeavours  to 
gain  MelxAUe^-^Proposes  sending  Him  to  a  General 
Council  in  Germany — Interview  between  them — Changes 
in  the  Political  Administration — Death  of  the  Chancellor 
Gtammis-^The  Young  King  shows  himself  Javowrable 
to  the  Proceedings  of  the  Church — Measures  of  the  Ge* 
neral  Assembly  Jbr  Promoting  Leaming^^Proposal  to 
bring  Learned  Printers  into  tiis  Country — Scottish  Edi* 
tion  of  the  Bible — Proposed  Re/brmation  qf  the  Vniver^ 
eities — Melville's  Translation  from  Glasgow  to  St.  An- 
drews. 

Hitherto  we  have  considered  Melville  chiefly  a^ 
a  literary  character:  we  must  now  contemplate  him 


92  LIFE  OF  ANDREW  MELVILLE. 

in  a  different  light.  His  immediate  jobject  in  re- 
turning to  Scotland  was  to  assist  in  the  revival  of 
its  literature,  and  not  to  take  part  in  the  manage- 
ment of  its  public  affairs.  But  he  did  not  think 
that  the  attention  which  he  was  called  on  to  give 
to  the  former  necessarily  required  that  he  should  be 
altogether  indifferent  to  the  latter.  He  had  embra- 
ced an  academical  life  from  choice ;  and  the  situa- 
tion in  which  he  was  placed  afforded  suflScient  gra- 
tification to  his  taste,  and  ample  employment  to  liis 
time  and  talents.  But  partial  as  he  was  to  literary 
pursuits,  he  was  not  a  mere  academic,  whose  ideas 
are  all  confined  within  the  cloistered  walls  of  bis 
college.  He  was  a  citizen  as  well  as  a  man  of  let- 
ters. From  constitution  and  from  education  he  felt 
a  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  native  coun- 
try, and  of  his  native  church,  to  whose  bosom  be 
had  returned  after  a  long  absence,  and  to  whose 
benefit  he  had  consecrated  his  gifts  and  his  labours. 
His  right  to  take  a  share  in  ecclesiastical  man- 
agements did  not  rest  merely  on  his  personal  gifts, 
or  on  the  conunon  interest  which  all  the  members 
of  a  society  have  in  its  welfare.  He  was  officially 
connected  with  the  Church  of  Scotland.  During 
the  three  last  years  of  his  residence  in  Glasgow  he 
officiated  as  minister  of  the  church  of  Govan  *. 
But  although  this  was  the  only  period  of  his  life  in 
which  he  acted  as  the  pastor  of  a  particular  congre- 
gation, yet  he  all  along  held  a  public  situation  in 

*  See  above>  p.  71. 
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the  church  as  a  professor  of  divinity.  Those  who 
taught  theology  in  colleges  were  considered  as  be- 
longing to  the  order  of  doctors,  and  under  this  name 
were  reo^nized  as  ecclesiastical  office-bearers  from 
the  beginning  of  the  Reformation  in  Scotland.  Be- 
sides the  general  superintendence  which  the  church- 
courts  exercised  over  all  the  seminaries  of  instruc- 
tion,  founded  on  the  connection  between  religion 
and  education,  they  took  a  special  cognizance  of  the 
divinity-classes,  as  the  immediate  nurseries  of  the 
ministry ;  and  the  teachers  of  these,  if  not  formally 
installed  by  their  authority,  were  at  least  admitted 
with  their  approbation  and  consent.  The  professors 
of  divinity  had  not  the  power  of  dispensing  the  sa- 
craments, unless  they  were  also  pastors  ;  but  they 
were  entitled  to  perform  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
pastoral  function.  Besides  preaching  in  public, 
they  sat  in  the  church  courts,  and  took  part  in  the 
determination  of  religious  controversies  and  the  ex- 
ercise of  ecclesiastical  discipline.  And  this  they  had 
a  right  to  do  in  respect  of  their  office  as  interpreters 
of  Scripture,  and  their  having  the  oversight  of  se- 
minaries which  formed  an  integral  and  important 
part  of  the  general  church.  At  first,  when  there 
was  no  fixed  rule  as  to  the  constituent  members  of 
the  Greneral  Assembly,  they  attended  the  meetings 
of  that  judicatory  as  they  found  opportimity ;  but 
afterwards,  when  a  regular  plan  of  delegation  was 
organized,  they  were  chosen  and  sat  as  commission- 
ers, either  from  the  universities  in  which  they 
taught,  or  from  the  provincial  synods  or  presbyte- 
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ries  within  whose  bounds  they  resided,  and  of  Whidi 
thty  were  ordinary  members*.        -  ^    .     » 

It  w&s  necessary  to  make  this  statement  of  M d^ 
ville*8  right  to  act  in  the  affairs  of  the  drardH  be^ 
cause,  at  a  subsequent  period,  when  the  CoiM  Widk^ 
ed  to  get  rid  of  his  powerful  opposition  to  itb  mM^ 
sures,  his  right  was  called  in  question',  and  it  was 
allegied  that  he  had  been  admitted  to  a  teat  in  the 
churdb-courts  through  oven»ght,  or  at  best,  from 
indulgence  or  courtesy.  Nor  is  thmre  any  ground 
for  the  insinuation,  that  by  moving  out  of  his  places 
and  intruding  into  one  foreign  to  his  calling,  he'^exi 
cited  prejudices  against  his  professorial  tiiaracM 
and  marred  his  literary  usefuhiess.  To  such  ^a 
charge  he  is  not  obnoxious,  unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  he  neglected  his  duties  in  the  college,  or  eon^ 
ducted  himself  improperly  in  the  ecclesiastical  asft^ 
semblies  ;-^faults  which  the  lay-delegates  firiDm  imi- 
versities  were  equally  liable  to  commit.  •»» 

To  enable  the  reader  to  judge  of  the  public  tnms^ 
actions  in  which  Melville  took  such  an  active  pert) 
it  will  be  necessary  to  givp  a  short  view  of  the  state 
of  the  country  and  of  the  affairs  of  the  church  when 
he  returned  to  Scotland. 

The  young  king  was  still  a  minor;  and  James, 
Earl  of  Morton,  exercised  the  supreme  authority, 
to  which  he  had  l>een  raised  on  the  death  of  iM 
former  regent,  the  Earl  of  Mar.     By  his  vigorous 


I 


^  Bulk  of  the  UniTenal  Kirk^  f.  eo,  b.    Dunlop^s  Collet  6t  C  W 
femoos,  tdL  ii.  pp.  409,  773.    CakL  MS.  vd.  ii.  pp.  439,  i6i.     "  -^ 
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measures,  Morton  had  gapjnressed  the  party  attach- 
ed to  Queen  Mary ;  and,  having  put  an  tend  to  the 
drU  war  which  continued  duri]^  the  government 
of  hia  predecessors,  he  exerted  himself  m  curbing 
the  lawlessness  of  the  nobles,  and  in  settling  a  r^gu^ 
lar  administration  of  justice  through  the  kingdom* 
Unhappily,  the  success  of  this  wise  and  salutary  po- 
licy was  counteracted,  partly  by  the  vices  of  the 
regait's  character,  and  partly  by  the  circumstances 
in  which  he  found  himself  placed.  His  ambition 
was  equalled  by  his  avarice^  .and  to  gratify  these 
passions,  he  did  not  scruple  on  s<Hne  occasions  to 
trample  both  on  law  and  humanity.  The  revenues 
of  the  church  tempted  his  cupidity,  and  as  the  sa« 
credness  of  that  fund  had  been  already  violated,  he 
looked  to  it  as  the  most  convenient  source  of  en- 
richingr  himself  and  increasing  the  number  of  his 
dependants.  The  irregularities  of  his  private  life 
made  him  dread  the  reproofs  and  censures  of  the 
preachers.  And  the  dependance  which  he  had  on 
Elisabeth  conspired  with>  his  love  of  power  in  indu- 
cing him  to  seek  the  suppression  of  the  liberties  of 
the  church,  and  to  bring  it  as  nearly  as  possible  to 
a  conformity,  in  point  of  government,  with,  the 
church  of  England^ 

It  has  been  shewn  elsewhere,  that  the  church  of 
Scotland,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation, 
did  not  acknowledge  any  permanent  ecclesiastical 
office  superior  to  that  of  the  pastor ;  that  the  em- 
ployment of  superintendents  was  a  provisional  and 
temporary  expedient,  adopted  to  supply  the  defi- 
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dency  of  ministors;  that  the  supeiiatendeiiCd  poB- 
sessed  no  epracoptd  authority,  in  the  commoBL  amrp- 
tatton  oi  that  term ;  that  they  were  ordained  imtke 
aame  manner  as  other  paBto(rs,  wai  dsriTed  tb6^iqi^ 
cial  powers  with  wfaioh  tiieywere  invested 'dSofltn 
the  general  assemUies  of  tiie  churchy  to  whi^-they 
were  made  accountable  at  erery  meeting  folr  allthdr 
managements  *.  At  the '  eettaS^sfameat  ^Of » the '  Be- 
formation, '  the  )iopish:prelatetv  aecailaF  and  r^ular, 
were  aUowed  toi^tam  the<^gnaterlp«rt«if  thdif']^ 
venues;  and  they .^contimied:  to  occupy  Hieir  eeats 
in  parliament,'  te*  which  they  were  oitided^  in  die 
eye  of  the  law,*  equally  as  other  lorda^  as  ksng^as 
their  baronial  benefices  were  not  taken  from  them 
by  the  state.  Some  of  them  embraced  the  reform- 
ed doctrines,  but  even  these  did  not  represent  the 
Protestant  church  in  pafliamen^;  and  if  they  exeir- 
cised  {EHiyecdesiastieal  authority^  it  was  not  in  the 
character  Of  Trishops,  but  in  cons^uence  of  their 
having!  been' admitted  into  the  ministry,  or  of  their 
having  received  a  specific  conunission  to  that  puifHwe 
from  the  General  Assembly  f .  This  observation  miQr 
be  ap{died  to  Deaneries,  Rectories,  and  inferior  liv- 
ings*; With  the  exception  of  the  third  part,  the  in- 
cumbents enjoyed  their  benefices ;  and,  upon  jointag 


of  Jolm  KnoiK,  ¥ol.  ii.  pp.  7.  S8S— ^5. 
t  In  15es,  Alexaiider  Govdoo,  bishop  of  QmUoway,  vuhfid  ftohte 
made  sopm&teiident  of  the  provinoe  in  which  his  diocese  ky;  hlit 
vmB  reftised  by  the  Oenertl  Assembly.  (Knox,  Histogrie,  p.  Si7« 
Keith's  Seoetirti  IKshops,  p.  1<6.)  He  wis  ftftetwAtds  employvd  m  t 
visitor.  ;, 
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-  the  FMMtasrt  church,  they  were  admitted  mhiigters. 
If  found  qualified,  accordiiig  to  the  oidimoy  fonns. 
In  this  case,  the  rank  which  they  had  hehl  in  the 
popish  dmrdi,  and  tiie  benefices  which  they  etm^ 

'  tmued  to  enjoy,  gave  them  no  precedence  or  sape- 
liiorityto  their  brethren;  although  they  might  still 
be  cdBed  by  their  old  titles  in  the  way  of  courtesy, 
or  fimm  the  power  of  custom  *• 

In  this  state  matters  continued  until  the  year 
i571,  when  it  beeame  necessary  to  fill  several  pre- 
lacies become  vacant  by  .tiie  deirth  or  the  forfei- 
ttire  of  the  incumbents.  The  church  had  already 
expressed  her  judgment  on  the  subject,  both  in  the 

-I  .  • 

•  In  the  Geoenl  Aitanbly  held  December,  1569,  the  Bidbop  of 
Galloway  waa  enioUefl  after  Uie  luperiutendents,  under  this  designa- 
ifon,  **  Mr.  Alexander  Ckxtdon,  eniihded  Bxdwp  6t  CUDbwmy." 
(Ciawfuid'i  MS.  Hittofj  of  the  Chnrdi,  ^oLL  :p.  SS.)-^'  80  Dec 
tiS7.  Anent  the  nMunageof  the  Queine  with  the  Erie  of  Bothwell  be 
Adam  calUt  Bischop  of  Orknay,  the  haill  kirk  finds  tliat  he  trans- 
ipttst  the  act  of  the  Idrk  in  marieing  the  divordt  adiflterer.  And 
^dMffftr  depryrls  him  fhi  aU  Itoetiofm  of  the  miairtrie/' &e.  (Enik 
4iC  Ae  Universal  Kirk,  p..36.)  In  the  Assembly^  March  1570,  the 
suae  bishop  (after  his  restoration)  was  accused  that  he  *'  left  the 
office  of  preaching,  giving  himself  daily  to  the  exercise  of  the  elBce  of 
« temporal  Judge,  as  a  Loid  of  Sesmon,  which  ieq^iietli*  the  idiole 
Ji|aii,  and  so  rightly  no  wise  can  exercise  both;  and  stileth  himse^ 
with  Roman  titles,  as  Reverend  Father  in  God,  which  pertaineth  to 
no  ministers  of  Christ  Jesus,  nor  is  given  them  in  Scriptures." — ^To 
this  last  charge,  the  bishop  answered,  '*  With  pard<m  and  reverence 
•f  the  Assembly,  I  may  declare,  I  never  delighted  in  such  a  stile,  nor 
jhsired  any  such  arrogttit  title;  for  I  addiowledge  myadf  to  be  a 
wvrm  of  the  earth,  vol  worthy  any  reverenee,  giving  and  attiflmting 
19  my  God  only  aU  honour,  g^ory,  and  revewMB  with  all  hnmble 
submission."    (CakL  MS.  vol.  ii.  pp.  163,  166.) 

VOL.  I.  H 
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Book  of  Discipline,  and  in  representations  repeated- 
ly made  to  the  Parliament  and  Privy  Council,  bf 
wfaich  she  craved  that  the  bishoprics  should  be  dis* 
solved,  and  their  revenues  applied  to  the  support  of 
superintendents  and  ministers.  But  to  this  measure 
the  r^nt  and  the  greater  part  of  the  nobility  were 
d^dedly  averse.  Accordingly,  the  vacant  bishopric^i 
and  other  great  benefices,  were  bestowed  on  mpbl^ 
men,  who  presented  preachers  to  them,  after  tiiey 
had  taken  care  to  secure  to  themselves  a  ceitaia 
portion  of  their  revenues. 

These  proceedings,  as  soon  as  they  transpired^ 
were  protested  against  by  the  oommissionen  of  the 
church,  and  they  every  where  excited  the  greatest 
dissatisfaction  *.  Had  the  church  steadily  resisted 
this  scheme,  and  refused  to  admit  the  presentees,  the 
patrons  would  Jbave  found  themselves  placed  in  a 
very  awkward  {Hredicament ;  for  the  benefices  oouM 
be  held  only  by  ecclesiastics,  and  the  whole  power  of 
admission  legally  belonged  to  the  superintendents 
and  other  ministers.  To  prevent  them  from  adopt- 
ju^  this  courscj  measures  of  intimidation  were  fost 
jtrieid.  Th^most  resolute  of  their  number  were  threat- 
ened  with  jpunishment;  and  an  order  was  issued  dis- 
chfLi^ng  the  payment  of  the  thirds  of  benefices  to 
the  collectors  of  the  church  f,  in  consequence  of  which 


<    •  BAtmaiyBe*8  Joaraal,  pp.  S54.  859.  SS6.    Knox's  Letter  to  At 
AmmMf  «t  Siiriing»  in  Bulk  of  Univenall  Kirk,  p.  33.    Huino^ 
Godaerofk,  Hist  of  DongUs  and  Angus,  voL  ii.  p.  917. 
t  Bannatyne,  p.  978.    Cald.  MS.  yol.  ii.  pp.984.  995. 
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all  the  ministers  were  left  at  the  merey  of  the  court 
'for  their  stipends.  But  this  harsh  proceeding  havr- 
ing  increased  instead  of  allaying  the  heats,  recourse 
was  next  had  to  the  arts  of  persuasion  and  address. 
The  regent  convened  the  superintendents  and  cer- 
tain ministers  at  Leith,  in  January,  1572,  to  consult 
on  the  best  method  of  composing  the  dissension 
which  had  arisen.  This  convention,  after  assuming 
to  itself  the  powers  of  a  general  assembly,  was  pre- 
vailed on  hastily  to  devolve  the  whole  btisiness  on 
ft  few  of  its  members,  authorizing  them  to  meet  with 
'such  persons  as  should  be  appointed  by  the  Privy 
Council,  and  ratifying  whateva*  they  might  <  detelv 
mine  agreeably  to  their  instructions. 

The  joint  committee,  which  met  in  the  course 
of  the  same  month,  came  to  a  speedy  agreelhent  oh 
the  matters  referred  td  them.  1%^  agreed  that, 
*•  in  consideration  of  the  preisent  timei,*'  tht  titles  of 
archbishops  ^id  bishops,  and  the  bounds  of  dioceses, 
should  remain  as  heretofore,  at  least  until  th^  King's 
majority  or  until  the  Parliament  should  mak^  a 
different  arrangement ;  that  such  as  wei'e  admitted 
to  Ushoprics  should  be  of  due  age  and  scriptural 
qualifications;  that  they  should  be  choten  by  a 
chapter  or  assembly  of  learned  ministers ;  and  that 
they  should  have  no  greater  jurisdiction  than  was 
ah^ady  possessed  by  superintendents,  but  should  be 
subject  to  the  Greneral  Assemblies  (d  the  church  in 
spiritual  as  they  were  to  the  King  in  temporal  mat- 
ters. They  agreed  that  abbacies  and  priories  should 
continue  in  like  manner ;  that  provision  should  be 

H  2 
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made  for  the  support  of  ministers  in  the  churcbes 
attached  to  them ;  and  that  as  abbots,  priors,  wd 
commendators  formed,  along  wititi  bishops,  the,  ec- 
clesiastical estate  in  Parliament  and  in  the  Collc^ 
of  Justice,  their  learning  and  abiUt7  should,  befodce 
their  election,  be,  tried  by  the  bishops  of  the  respec- 
tive provinces  within  which  the  monasteries  were 
situated.  The^  £^her  agreed,  that  inferior  bene- 
fices should  be  conferred  cfqiy  on  perspns  duly  ,^ua- 
lified  and  regi4arly  a^mitCed  to  the,  ministry.;  that 
the  churches  through  the  kingdom  should  be  plant- 
^  residence  secured,  and  pluralities  prevented;  and 
that  the  revenues  of  provostries,  prebendaries,  and 
chaplainries  should  be  appropriated  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  bursars  at  grammar  schools  and  unjversi- 
,ties.  This^  agreement  was  inunediately  confirmed 
ifY^Ail^^  and  Council,  whq  engc^g^  to  pei:- 
isipa^e  .mejlay  Pjatrons  of  churches  to  conform,  to  such 
of  its  regmajtions  ascpncemed  them  *. 

Such^  waif  the  pew  ecclesiastical  constitut^jQU 
framed  by^^e  famous  convention  at  Leith.  It  w^s 
U  constitution  of  the  most  motley  and  heteroffeneous 
J4n4 ;  ^ijng  nw^de  up  of  presbytery,  episcopacy,  aftd 
|iaj>al  H^nkery,  Yfewed  in  one  light,  indeed,  i^ 
might  be  qeemed  harmless.     It  made  little  or  np 

*  '^he  act  of  the  Ppyy  Council  appointing  oommiBdonen  to  peet 
iri^  ^ote  of  tke  Kirk^  is  dated  January  16^  1571.  (Records  (tf 
fHty  GiitfMa.'>  Tteactof  the  ConTentioii  of  the'Kiric,  (Jakilil, 
Wh)  Kpfoimting  their  oonmittoe^  and  the  whole  of  the  articlet 
agreed  on  by  the  Joint  committee,  are  inserted  in  Cald.  MS.  yol.  ii. 
pp.  Sib— Sd3. 


LIFE  OF  ANDREW  MELVILLE.  101 

alteration  on  the  established  discipline  of  the  church. 
The  bishops  were  invested  with  no  episcopal  autho- 
rity ;  and  if  unfit  persons  were  admitted  to  the  of- 
fice, the  General  Assembly,  to  whose  jurisdiction 
they  were  subjected,  might  suspend  or  depose  them, 
and  call  the  chapters  to  account  for  their  irregular 
conduct.  Nor  were  the  monastic,  prelates,  as  such, 
entitled  to  a  place  in  the  .cHurch-cOurts.  But,  in 
another  point  of  view,,  the  nihovations  were  real ; 
and,  had  they  been  acquiesced  irr  and  ratified  by  the 
proper  authority,  they  would  have  eventually  over- 
uirown  the  liberties  oi  the  i^liurch  of  Scotland. 
£ven  names  and  titles,  empty  as  they  are  in  them- 
selves, have  often  great  influence  from  the  ideas 
which  have,  been  immemorially  combined  and  asso^ 
ciated  with  them.  Limited  as  the  power  grated 
fo  bidhops  vhls,  there  was  every  reason  '^Tear'^^t, 
once  admittedl  tliey  woul^  make  continual  efforts  to 
extend  it,  until  they  regained  the  cpriginaTpreroga- 
tives  of  their  order ;  and  that  the  authority  of  the 
church-courts  would  prove  loo  feeble  for  removiriff 
them,  however  unworthy,  from  th^ir  places,,  or  for 
checking  their  encroachments, .  when  * jaietted  by 
nobles  who  were  so  deeply  interested  iji  ^Kieif  istip- 
port.  The  neglect  of  discipline,  or  encQess  jarring 
in  the  exercise  of  it,  was  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  the  establishnient  of  bishops  an4  sviP^^^^?^^^ 
within  the  same  provinces,  who  weee  clothed  widi 
co-ordinate  and  eqtud  authority,  but  gnttfed  in  their 
proceeditigs  by  distinct  advisers  and  diiSereht  pr^ 

H  8 
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c^entis*.  By  the  regulations  rekiii^  to  ftbb6te 
and  pnors»  titles  and  dignities  generated  by  tbe 
grossest  isuperstition,  and  renctered  odious  by  the 
support  which  they  had  uniformly  given  to  pupstl 
corrutrtion  and  tyranny,  were  recognixied  as  in  some 
soit  pertaining  to  a  churdi  Which  boasted  of  having 
removed  the  slightest  vestiges  of  popery  f.  The 
dVil  jdaces  Of'  churchmen^  which  IumI  alwBjns  bten 
cohidemned  by  oUr  refornwHB,  were  sanctioned  ;  and 

*  'Mn  Marche  immediattlia  following  (the  oniYentioii  at  h^th^) 
the  Assemblie  continuit  still  the  superinteudent^  to  that  there  was 
m'on  diocese  ane  Hs^op  and  3  Superintendents,  quhilk  he  mdttdk 
Bbhopt."  (The  Keplye  of  ane  Dotatist  (tfc)  to  MM^C^tfpabk 
Dicaiologic^  p.  .97.  MS.  in  Advocates  Ubmrj.  Cowp.  CakL  MS. 
▼pi.  11.  p.  344.)  Soon  after  John  Douglas  was  made  bishop  of  St. 
Andrews,  John  Winram  oame  to  be  designed  Superintendent  of 
dtratheam,  fnstead  of  Fife. 

.1:,^he4r|uni|cmflf  the  ArlUleif  of  Leith  appear  t» l^ve l^een sinre 
of  Uii^  inconimLitY,  and  accordingly  take  care  to  express  themselTes 
in  V^  general  and  guarded  terms  as  to  the  qtiaI!fi6atiotis  of  the  can- 
dHUfS^  &lt  iltAtl  ^H^^^  office  Th^y  merely  say  <iiat  the  bishop  of 
tibwl  pdvinoe  whett  4he  abbey  or  priory  lies^  sbaU  *'  try  andexanuaal 
his  learning  and  abiliiie"  For  the  same  reason  they  excluded  es-* 
tlireiy  from  their  consideration  the  case  of  Nunneries,  not  Icnowhig 
i¥hat  TjX^hk  th^'cliufek  to  assign  to  the  fight  TCv^end  Abbesses  4ni 
KrioresBMb  ■  or  how  to  fMamittat  iheir  learning  and  abilitie.  Bnt  thty 
were,  not  overloc^ked  by  the  R^ent.  There  is  a  curious  document 
'Wi(h  relation  to  them,  after  the  death  of  Dame  Christiane  Ballenden, 
***PiS**e8B  of  the  iViot-issie  of  ^tSenis  besyde  the  barrowmvre  of 
EduiT."  ^^  James  erll  of  Mortone  &o.  understanding  that  in  the 
conventiop  jof  the  Statis  of  yis  realme  consideratioun  being  had  that 
tne  nunreis  ar  nocht  meit  to  be  conferrit  and  gevin  to  wemen  ac- 
cording to  the  first  foundatioun  in  tyrae  of  ignorance,"  &c.  appoints 
*^  capitatie  Ninian  cockborne  his  heines  chalmerlan  and  faptor  to  the 
said  priorissie  of  the  Senis,"  Sec  May  31,  1575.  (R^ter  of  Privy 
Seal,  vol.  xlili.  foL  10.) 
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the  chuich  was  to  be  represented  in  parliament  abd 
in  the  oourts  of  justice,  not  only  by  bishops,  but  also 
by  monkish  prelates,  over  whom  she  had  no  direct 
control,  and  whose  official  names  it  would  have 
been  reckoned  profane  to  introduce  into  the  roll  of 
her  General  Assembly*  The  design  of  securing  the 
ridiest  portion  of  the  benefices  to  the  court  and  its 
dependents,  which  gave  rise  to  the  whole  scheme, 
and  which  is  the  only  thing  that  can  account  for  its 
strange  incongruities,  did  not  appear  in  any  part  of 
the  details.  This  was  tacitly  understood,  and  left 
to  be  provided  for  by  secret  treaty  between  indivi- 
dual patrons  and  presentees.  The  calf's  skin  alone 
ajipeared:  the  straw  with  which  the  tulchtm  was 
stuffed  was  carefully  concealed,  lest  the  cow  should 
have  refused  to  give  her  miUc  *. 

This  mongrel  spiscies  of  prelacy  cannot  meet  the 
approbation  of  any  true  episcopalian.  Certain  eager 
advocates  of  primitive  order  and  the  uninterrupted 
succession  of  the  hierarchy,  have  indeed  persisted  in 
maintaining  that  episcopacy  always  existed  in  Scot- 
land, and  in  support  of  their  plea  have  appealed 
to  the  settlement  made  at  Leith  ;  but  they  have  ge- 
nerally shewn  themselves  reluctant  and  shy  in  claim- 
ing kindred  with  the  tulchan  prelates,  whenever 
their  true  original  and  real  condition  have  been 
fairly  exposed.     And,  indeed,  how  could  they  ac- 

*  In  allusion  to  the  custom  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  of  placing 
a  calTs  skin  stuffed  with  straw^  called  a  Tulchan,  before  cows,  to  in- 
duce them  to  give  their  milk,  those  who  occupied  the  episcopal  office 
at  this  time  were  called  Tulchan  Bishops.    (Cald.  MS.  iL  340.) 
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knowledge  as  legitimate  bishops  men  who^  posiesooi 
as  little  of  the  episcopal  power  as  they  did-  oi  >£bM 
episcopal  verenues,  who  were  sulject  to  the  aothiB^ 
lily  of  an  assembly  composed  of  pretended  praibj^ 
ters  and  mere  laics^  by  whom  they  were  liable  tobe  • 
tried,  censured,  suspended,  and  deposed,  and  ^^^o^- 
in  one  word,  w^re  utterly  destitute  of  eononk^ 
consecration*?  ^ 

The  articles  agreed  *0H  at  Leith  were  laid  before 

*  It  is  proper,  l^omefot^  iht^  tets  «hg«U  be  tteted  ;  tod  thcNt  aff 
two  which  may  be  w^hed  by  those  who  m  disposed  to  ky  stress  oo 
vucfa  tilings.  1.  Jbhn  ^^ibhiin  took  psrt  in  the  incuguration  of  John 
IXmg^as  bishop  ef  St.  Andrewv^  N«w,Wliiiitm  wis  jpfoti%j  4111 
in  conseqveftce  epucopaUif  sod  onnniolly  ordained.  .He  waa^.^M^ 
Sub-prior  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Andrews,  and,  as  such,  Vicar-Genfarsl 
dtiring  the'  vacancy  of  the  see.  Will  not  these  two  drcumstance^ 
joiaed  to  the  teriium  ^uid  of  his  being  a^apsrintendmi,  make  Uki^ 
iCmt  fitsm^tf^,  Wlosst  jifirt9alUer,  m  Bishop ?  %  Robert  Sltwar^ 
Bishop  oj^  Cai^ess^  was  present,  and  actually  laid  his  haiida  en 
Dottghyi's'h^ad.  (Bannatyiie's  Journal,  p.  394.)  Kow^  the  most  r^pil 
ciaoiilsls'  ailo#  that  ihb  Iq^al  quorum  of  three  may  be  dispeuwd  wMr 
iaacasftfkfne^esiity^  But  there  is  one  flaw  remaining  whiohaauiet 
be  so  easily  removed — the  Biihop  of  Caithness  himself,  it  aeemi^  vaa 
neper  consecrated,  nay,  *^  he  never  was  tn  priesfs  orders  !**  (Keith's 
Catalogue  of  Scottiah  Bishops,  p.  128.)  The  truth  appears  lo  be, 
ibftt  tha^ficQiliJbevQ  dNrays  ahewn  a  peculiar  and  oonstitntkmal  Inca- 
pacity for  the  difficult  taiJcof  making  biihops,  and  the  work  haa  never 
stlcceeded  itk  tneir  hands  without  assistance  from  York,  Lambeth,  or 
RdMe;  "His  tong  sinoe  Veneiable  Bede  apologiied  for  this  by  obaenr- 
iagv  tha(  we  did  iadi  things  **  more  inusiiato,"  A  presbyterian  wKf 
be  allowed  to  smile  on  this  sulject,  when  even  Keith,  a  bishop  of  the 
true  stamp^  and  not  over-given  to  be  witty,  could  not  help  remarkii^' 
that  '^  it  is  a  little  diverting**  to  observe  a  commission  given  to  Obe 
who  was  not  '*  vested  with  any  sacred  character  at  all,  to  assist  in  the 
consecration  of  other  m&t  to  the  sacred  office  of  Bishops."  (Oata-^ 
logue^  ut  supra.) 
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tlya^GtMsral  Assembly  wJiieh  met  at  St.  Aiidraws 
iaiMaDrchf  and  at  Perth,  in  August^  157S.  At  the 
last  of.  these  meeting  the.A88«nUly»  after  heariag 
the^  veport  of  a  cammittee:  appointed  to  esamtne^tiie 
enhject,  came  to  the  fijlk^wmp  resoiutionr:  Tkat^tiie 
aKtkdes  recognised  eertain  Bamespsuch  as.arohbifihop; 
dean^  iirdidean»  diaDcollor;  and  tchapter^  :which  were 
thought  slanderous  and  offensive  to  the  earsof  maaaj 
of  the  brethren  ;  ther^fe»tbei)Wh€ileAsseaU7,.a8 
well  those  that  were  in  commission  at  Leith  as 
othere,  })Potest  that  H^  meant^  iiot^  bjr  uadng^  such 
names^  to  ratify,  consent,  and  agr^  to,,  any  kind  of 
pnfiistry  or  superstition,  ^  and  wish  rather  the  said, 
names  to  be  changed  into  others  that  are  not  slan- 
derous and  offensive ;  and  in  like  manner  protesl^ 
that  the  said  h^^^da,  and  9i?tides.  agreediOPnhQ  receiv*. 
ed^only  as  an  /n/i^rmiy' titt  farther^ovder.nlaT' b^^ 
t^ed  at  the  hands  of  liie  ldng*8  ms^^i!j^nt, 
BfoA  Mobility,  for  which,  they  wjU  piresi8i!^>0(;€aiu^ 
shaU  server     Tbia  declaration  and  protest  tiie  As-^ 

sembly  extended  to  the  titles  and  fonctions  6(  abbots 

<•  ■     .    ■    ■  •'".1  ■  .^'  .     ■ 

and  priors  *.  f--  .>  v^  -y.r .  ■■  • 

.  Tlie  *evils  whidi  this  new  and  iiiawpicio«9%ettIe-' 
nsenl  was  calculated  to  produce,  were  ^^  A]^j^sjreiA^ 
to  the  most  simple  and  unsuspecting^  Tne  sees  were: 
gumerally  fiUed,  as  might  have  been  anticipated^  l^ 
pekrsons  who  were  unqualified,  some  by  youth  and 

Others  by  extreme  age,  some  by  want  of  talent  an4 

' .'    •    ■ 

•  Bulk  of  the  Univemn  Kirk,  f.  6S,    Cald.  MB.  vol.  il. 


106  lAFlL  OF  AKDBSW  liELYILl^B. 

Others  by  want  of  character  *.  They  incurred  pub- 
lic odium  by  consenting  Cb  become  the  toob  of  tl^ 
court,  and  by  the  simoniacal  pactions  whk^h  thay 
were  known  or  suspected  to  have  made  with  tiiose 
to  whom  they  were  indebted  for  their  presentatioM. 
At  every  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  ooia* 
plaints  were  made  against  them,  or  censures  iniict^ 
ed  on  them,  for  neglect  of  duty,  transgression  of  the 
laws  in  the  admission  of  ministers,  interferenee  with 
superintendents  in  the  exercise  of  discipline,  simo- 
ny, or  the  alienation  of  the  prc^rty  of  the  chufdh^ 
Those  who  had  agreed  to  the  pn^osal  of  the  court 
at  Leith,  in  the  hopes  that  churches  would  be  ]dant« 
ed  and  stipends  appointed,  were  mortifyingty  disi^ 
pointed.  The  patrons  of  benefices  not  being  bound 
by  any  law,  refused  to  comply  with  the  regulatiMS. 
And  the  Regent,  instead  of  using  hn  influence^  as  hv 
had  .promised,  to  procure  their  compliance,  enoourai 
ged  them  by  his  conduct  to  persevere  in  ihdr  refits- 
saL   Havii^,  under  a  deceitful  pretest,  got  the  maa^ 


*  Doi4gl|u^  Azchbisbop  of  St.  Andrew^,  waa  superuimiated.  •  Camp- 
bell^ Bishop  of  Brechin^  was  a  youth^  and  needed  to  be  put  under  the 
tnhkni  of  the  auperintendeiit  of  Angus.  (Cald.  MS.  vol.  il.  p.  471.) 
George  Dooglaa,  Bishop  of  Murray^  waa  under  process  for  imnMrtW 
ity>  and  oontinued  under  trials  for  years  without  giving  satiafiMstiaia 
as  to  his  gifts.  (lb.  ib.pp.  473.  478.)  *'  The  yeir  efter^  was  maid 
bischope  Geordie  of  Murro^  whom  I  saw  a  haill  wintar  mumling  on 
his  pretching  of  his  peapera  everie  day  at  our  moniing  prayen,  aoii 
haid  it  not  weill  parceur  when  all  was  done."  (Melville's  Diary^  p. 
S7.)  Alexander  Hepburn,  bishop-elect  of  Ross,  delivered  his  trials 
before  the  General  Assembly,  and  gave  good  satisfaction.  (Cald.  MS. 
vol.  ii.  p.  458.) 


agement  of  the  thirds  of  benefices  out  of  the  hands 
of  'Qie  collectors  appointed  hy  the  church,  he  united 
a  number  of  parishes  under  the  care  of  one  minister, 
assisted  by  readers  to  whom  a  trifling  salary  was 
allotted.  The  ministers  complained  loudly  of  these 
abuses,  and  consulted  on  the  most  proper  means  of 
checking  them.  Upon  which  Morton  accused  them 
of  seditious  and  treasonable  speeches,  withdrew  his 
countenance  from  their  assemblies,  began  to  call  in 
question  their  right  to  meet  and  transact  business 
without  his  express  allowance,  and  advanced  a  claim 
to  the  same  supremacy  over  the  church  in  Scotland, 
had  been  dedared  to  belong  to  the  inherent 


prerc^ative  of  the  sovereign  in  England  *; 

In  this  confused  and  imsettled  state  were  the  8f« 
fidrs  of  the  church  when  Melville  revisited  his  na«- 
tire  country.  Two  years  before  that  period,  the  in^ 
dividual  whom  Providenoe  raised  up  to  enlighten 
and  reform  Scotland  had  rested  from  his  labours. 
The  ^  dead  hand"  and  dying  voice  of  JKnox  were 
employed  in  protesting  against  a  system  which,  as  he 
foresaw,  would  debase  the  purity  and  endanger  the 
cQdstence  of  that  ecclesiastical  establishment  which 
he  had  reared  with  unwearied  exertion,  and  whose 
safety  he  had  watched  over  with  the  most  uncor* 
mpted  fidelity.  The  loss  sustained  by  his  removal 
was  soon  severely  felt.  There  still  remained  a  num« 
ber  of  excellent  men,  sincerely  attached  to  the  prin* 


•  Bulk  of  the  Universall  Kirk,  p.  58.  Cald.  MS.  voL  ii.  pp.  398>--40d. 
413— 4SS.  454. 
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ciples  upon  which  the  Refarmation  had  been  esto- 
blished  in  Scotland,  and  not  incapaUe  of  defendii^ 
them.  But  there  was  wanting  an  individual  inhe- 
riting the  ardent  and  intrepid  spirit  of  the  Refbhil- 
er,  capable  of  giving  an  impulse  and  a  voice  to  pid^ 
lie  sentiment,  and  ]K)ssessing  decision  of  mind  to  exe^ 
cute,  as  well  as  sagacity  to  discern,  those  mesBvMB 
which  were  requisite  to  restore  the  church  to  her^ 
liberties,  and  to^  fix  her  authority  on  a  proper  lEtld 
solid  basis. 

All  were  convineed  that  things  ought  not  td  re-, 
main  on  their  present  fboting,  but  it  was  not  so  easy 
to  come  to  an  agreement  respecting  the  change  whSdlt 
was  needed,  and  the  best  way  of  effecting  it.  mnree 
questions  rose  out  of  the  present  conjuncture  of  t£^ 
fairs.  The  jEbrst  related  to  the  superiority  of  faisbd^ 
abovel  tith'^  ministers ;  the  second,  to  invasions  c^ 
die  prbj^etty  of  the  drarch ;  and  the  thirds  tb  tib^ 
encroadiniehts  made  on  her  authority.  ButaIthoti|^ 
these  queidtions  are  distinct,  yet  the  two  last  w^. 
in  reality  involved  in  the  first,  or,  at  least,  were  in- 
separably connected  with  it  on  the  present  occasion. 
It  was  by  setting  up  bishops,  and  by  the  share  whidh 
they  toBSequentiy  had  in  the  admission  of  ministem;^ 
that  ihe  court  expected  chiefly  to  succeed  in  theif 
designs  oh  the  patrimony  of  the  church.  And  what^^' 
ever  they  may  have  found  it  prudent  to  give  out, 
or  whatever  a  few  individuals  may  have  really  &U, 
the  great  reason  which  has  induced  rulers  to  prefer 
episcopacy^  is  the  superior  facility  with  which  it  ei^J*^ 
ables  them  to  exert  an  unlimited  sway  over  the  cleJr-' 
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gy»  aiid»  through  them,  over  the  sentiments  and  feel- 
ings of  the  people.  It  was  in  this  light  that  Mel* 
ViUe  appears  to  have  viewed  the  subject.  By  con« 
versati^i  he  ascertained  that  a  number  of  the  mi- 
nisters coincided  with  him  in  these  views ;  and  he 
considered  that  he  was  at  liberty,  and  that  it  was  his 
duty,  to  embrace  every  proper  opportunity  of  incul- 
cating and  enforcing  them  upoa  such  as  doubted  of 
their  truth,  or  scrupled,  the  propriety  of  reducing 
them  to  practice. 

Melville  sat  as  a  member  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly which  was  held  at  Edinburgh  in  March,  1575, 
being  the  first  meeting  of  that  judicatory  after  his 
admission  to  the  College  of  Glasgow.  This  Assem- 
bly resumed  the  suhjject  of  ecclesiastical  polity,  which 
had  formerly  been  under  its  considerajbion  *.  The 
conviction  that  something  behoved  fx}  he  iqm  ii^  this 
matter  was  now  become  so  general  wd  Ajtrpf^.that 
a,  Convention  of  Estates,  held  a  few  days  ^)fd^iire,  had 
voted  *  that  great  inconveniences  had  arisen,  and  were 
likely  to  increase,  from  the  want  of  a  .decent  and 
comely  government  in  the  church ;'  and  had  appoint- 
ed a  committee,  consisting  of  laymen  an4  ministers, 
to  draw  up  a  form  of  ecclesiastical  polity  agreeable 
to  the  word  of  God  and  adapted  to  the  state  of  the 
country  f .    The  General  Assembly  appointed  a  com- 


-  «  CaU.  MS.  voL  il  np.  436,  437. 

f  Act  ParL  Soot.  voL  UL  p.  89.  In  the  writ  of  Privj  Seal  reipect. 
iilg  the  Chalmerlenrie  of  the  Senb,  fonnef ly  referred  to,  after  quoting 
hem  the  act  of  the  convention,  it  is  udded :  '^  In  consideimtioun  of 
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mitteeof  their  number  to  meet  with  the  pariiamantafy 
commissioners,  enjoining  them  to  wait  on  the  boBi* 
ness,  and  to  transmit  to  the  ministers  of  the  dilUv 
ent  provinces  any  overtures  that  might  be  mad& 
But  though  they  had  no  objection  to  concur  n^itt 
the  government,  they  considered  the  subject  as  one 
that  properly  belonged  to  themselves,  and  therefion 
appointed  such  brethren  as  had  studied  the  queatibfi 
most  accurately  to  meet  and  prepare  a  drooght  it 
be  laid  before  the  Assembly.  Melville  was  a  meni^ 
ber  of  this  committee,  which  was  renewed  firom  time 
to  time,  and  whose  labours  at  last  produced  the  S^ 
cond  Book  of  Discipline  *. 

At  the  next  Assembly,  in  August,  1575,  whisn  it 
was  proposed  to  proceed,  as  usual,  to  the  trial  of  Ai 
bishops,  John  Dury,  one  of  the  ministers  of  Edin* 
burgh,  rose  and  protested,  that  the  examination  dF 
the  conduct  of  the  bishops  should  not  prejudge  what 
he  and  other  brethren  had  to  object  against  thelawt 
fulness  of  their  office  f .  On  this  occasion,  M^vilte 
rose  and  addressed  the  Assembly  in  a  speech  of  con* 


the  guid  intenlioun  to  constitute  and  establish  a  godlie  and  decent 
ecdesiasticaU  polecy  for  ordering  and  governing  of  the  kirk  witfain 
this  realm,  and  that  na  thing  qohilk  might  hinder  the  samin  wiM  ba 
done  in  the  mtyn  tyme  It  was  oondudit  that  the  saidis  nunriea  aB4 
Ttheris  abbayis  or  prioreis  now  vacand  or  that  heirefter  happenia  to 
vaik  sail  nocht  be  disponit  nor  geven  in  titell  to  ony  maner  of  persoun 
or  personis  but  remane  vacand  quhiU  the  constitutioun  and  establiaiiig 
of  the  said  ecclesiasticall  polecy.  As  the  Act  maid  heirvpovn  pax- 
portis,"  &c.  (Register  of  Privy  Seal.    Comp.  Act  ParL  Scot.  in.  00.) 

•  Melville's  Diary,  p.  42.    Oald.  MS.  vol.  ii.  p.  457. 

t  Bnik  of  the  UniversaU  Kirk>  p.  G2. 
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yitenittte  length,  in  which  he  supported  Duiy 's  propo- 
lotijonu  apd  stated  his  own  sentiments  respecting  episr; 
mpacy.  ^  He  was  satisfied/  he  said,  *  that  prelacy  had 
BO.foimdation  in  the  Scriptures,  and  that,  viewed  as  a 
hiixoaja  expedient*  its  tendency  was  extremely  doubt* 
ful^  if  not  necessarily  hurtful  to  the  interests  of  re- 
ligion. The  words  bishop  and  presbyter  are  interw 
cbangeably  used  in  the  New  Testament ;  and  the 
most  popular  arguments  for  the  divine  origin  of 
episcopacy  are  founded  on  ignorance  of  the  original 
language  of  Scripture  *•  It  was  the  opinion  of  Je- 
ram  and  other  Christian  Fathers*  that  all  ministers 
of  the  Gospel  were  at  first  equal  f  ;  and  that  the  so* 
periosdty  of  Inshops  originated  in  custom,  and  not 
in  divine  appointment.  A  certain  degree  of  pre- 
eminence was,  at  an  early  period,  gi ven^  to  one  of 
itfaa  college  of  presbyters  over  the  rest,  with  tibe  view, 
or^  under  the  pretext  of  preserving  unity  ;  but  this 
device  had  ofteneir  bred  dissension,  while  it.  fostered 
^  spirit  of  ambition  and  avarice  among  the  clergy* 
From  ecclesiastical  history  it  is  evident,  that,  for  a 
considerable  time  after  this  change  took  place,  hi* 


•  Acts  XX.  17.  88 ;  1  Pet  ▼.  1,  2.  In  the  yenerable  Syriac  Tendon 
taBed  the  Peshiio,  i«vr»MrM  is  tranfliUted  '^  the  elders,"  and  %^tf—wti, 
« the  office  of  m  elder."  PhiHp.  i.  1 ;  1  Tim.  iii.  1.  '«  This  prores," 
Mjft  Dr.  Marsh,  '^  that  the  Syriac  translator  onderstood  his  original, 
and  that  he  made  a  proper  distinction  between  ike  language  of  the 
primitive  and  that  of  the  hierarchical  church."  Michaelis,  Introduction 
to  the  New  Testament,  vol.  ii.  pp.  92.  553.   Lond.  1809. 

t  See  Note  8. 
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shops  were  parochial  and  not  dioeesan.  The 
principles  which  justify,  and  the  same  measiuM 
which  led  to  the  extension  of  the  bishoi^s  power 
over  all  the  pastons  of  s  dioeese^  will  justify  Md 
lead  to  the  estaUishment  of  an  archbishop^  meCio- 
politan,  or  patriarch  over  a  province  *or  kingdoM, 
and  of  a  universal  bishop,  or  pope^  over  the  whale 
Christian  world.  He  had  witnesBed,  the  good  cf* 
fects  of  presb|rterian  parity  at  Geneva  and  hi 
France.  The  maintenance  of  the  hierarchy  in  Bog- 
land,  he  could  not  but  omsider  as  one  cause  of  (He 
rarity  of  preaching,  the  poverty  of  the  lower  orders 
of  the  clergy,  pluralities,  want  of  discipline^  and 
other  abuses,  which  had  produced  dissensiaDS  and 
heart-burnings  in  that  flourishing  kingdom.  And 
he  was  convinced  that  the  best  and  the  only  eflSMV 
tual  way  of  redressing  the  grievances  iHiidi  at  pre* 
sent  aflBicted  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  of  prevent* 
ing  their  return,  was  to  strike  at  the  root  of  the 
evil,  by  abolishing  prelacy,  and  restoring  that  parity 
of  rank  and  authority  which  existed  at  the  b^^ 
ning  among  all  the  pastors  of  the  church.' 

This  speech  was  listened  to  with  the  utmost 
attention,  and  made  a  deep  impression  *.  The 
question  was  immediately  proposed,  *  Have  bishqps, 
as  they  are  now  in  Scotland,  their  function  from  the 
word  of  Grod,  or  not  ?  and  ought  the  chapters  ap» 
pointed  for  electing  them  to  be  tolerated  in  a  re- 
formed church  ?'     For  the  better  resolution  of  this 

*  Spotswood^  Hist.  p.  975. 
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qiie8tion«  the  Assembly  agreed  that  it  should  be  de* 
bated  by  a  select  number  cm  cttidi  aida   JobnCrmgf 
-wba  had  been  Kuok's  colleague,  but  was  at  this  time 
minister  of  Aberdeen^  James  Lawson,  one  of  the 
lainisters  of  Edinburgh^  and  Andrew  Melviile,  were 
nominated  to  argue  on  the  negative ;  and  George 
Hay,  oommisaioner  of  Caithness,  Jotm  Row,  minis* 
ter  jof  Perth,  and  David  Lindsay,  of  Leith,  (m  the 
affirmative  side  of  the  question*    After  two  days' 
.xeaacHiiiig  and  conference  on  the  mbjedj  the  ccmi* 
nittee  presented  their  report     Hiey  did  not  think 
it  expedient,  for  thepresent*  la  gii«  a  direct  answer 
to  the  first  part  of  tlK  question,  but  were  unani- 
^mously  of  opinion,  tliat  if  unfit  persons  were  dhosen 
AS  bishops  by  the  chapters,  they  ought  to  be  tried 
jtfiew  and  deposed  by  the  General  Assanbly  *.  They 
neported  farther,  that  they  had  agreed  on  the  fi>llow-^ 
i^g  points  req>ecting  the  office  of  a  bislK^p,  or.  supers 
JUltendent:  First,  that  the  name  of  faighop  is  conif- 
jDOon  to  all  who  are  appointed  to  take  charge  of  a 
.particular  flock,  in  preaching  the  word,  administer- 
ing the  Sacramento,  and  exercising  disc^line  with 
the  consent  of  their  elders  ;  and  that  this  is  the  chief 
function  of  bishops  according  to  the  word  pf  God. 
And,  secondly,  that  out  of  this  number  some  may 

.  *  In  Spotswood's  printed  History,  p.  176,  it  mns^  ''  if  «ny  bishop 
was  chosen  that  had  not  qualities  required  by  the  word  of  God,  he 

^Atmtd be  tried  by  the  General  Assembly"  But  m  the  archbishop's 
IfS-itatandathas;  **  he  Mkould  be  tried  de  novo  by  the  AssetMy,  artd 
deposed  firm  his  place"  (Wodrow's  Life  of  Andrew  Melville,  p.  9, 
M8S.  voL  i.  Bibi.  ColL  Gks.) 

VOL.  L  I 
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be  chosen  to  visit  such  reasonable  bounds,  besides 
their  own  flock,  as  the  Greneral  Assembly  shall  aUot 
U>  them ;  to  admit  ministers,  with  the  consent  of  the 
ministers  in  their  respective  bounds  and  of  the  par- 
ticular  congregations  concerned;  to  admit  elders 
and  deacons  where  there  were  none,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  people ;  and  to  suspend  ministers,  for 
just  causes,  with  the  consent  of  their  brethren  in 
the  district.  The  consideration  of  this  report  was 
deferred  imtil  the  next  meeting  of  Assembly.  There 
were  six  bishops  present,  none  of  whom  offered  any 
defence  of  the  episcopal  o^ce*.  In  April  157$9 
the  Assembly,  after  deliberation,  approved  of  and 
adopted  the  report  of  the  committee  in  all  its  parts ; 
and  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  ordained  that  sudi  of 
the  bishops  as  had  not  taken  the  charge  of  a  single 
congregation,  should  now  make  choice  of  one.  From 
this  time  the  Assembly  followed  up  their  decision, 
*mtil  they  formally  abolished  the  episcopal  office. 
In  April  1578,  they  agreed  that  the  bishops  should, 
for  the  future,  be  addressed  in  the  same  style  as 
other  ministers,  and,  in  case  of  a  vacancy  occurring 
in  any  bishopric,  they  discharged  the  chapters  from 
proceeding  to  a  new  election  before  next  meeting  of 
Assembly.  At  last  the  General  Assembly  which 
met  at  Dundee  in  July  1580,  found  and  declared  the 
office  of  a  bishop,  as  then  used  and  commonly  un- 
derstood, to  be  destitute  of  warrant  from  the  word 


•  Buik  of  Univ.  Kirk,  p.  64.     Cald.  MS.  vol.  ii.  pp.  470.  47«- 
Spotswood,  p.  276. 
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of  God,  and  a  human  invention  tending  to  the  great 
injniy  of  the  church ;  ordained  the  bishops  to  demit 
their  pretended  office  simplidter,  and  to  receive  ad- 
mission de  novo  to  the  ministerial  office,  under  the 
pain  of  exconrninnication  after  due  admonition ;  and 
appointed  the  places  end  times  at  which  they  should 
appear  before  the  provincial  synods,  and  signify 
their  submission  to  this  act.  Ilie  minutes  bear, 
that  this  famous  act  was  agreed  to  by  "  the  whole 
assembly  in  one  voicej  after  liberty  given  to  all  men 
to  reason  in  the  matter,  none  opposing  himself  in 
defending  the  said  pretended  office."  The  King's 
Commissioner  was  present  in  the  Assembly,  and 
made  not  the  smallest  opposition  to  the  jwocedure  *. 
It  was  of  great  importance  to  the  success  of  this 
measure,  that  the  Assembly  should  procure  the  sub- 
mission of  the  individuals  who  filled  the  different 
sees.  This  wafi  no  easy  task,  as,  in  addition  to  the 
reluctance  which  all  men  feel  to  relinquish  power, 
the  bishops  were,  on  the  present  occasion,  encoura- 
ged to  resistance  by  the  court  and  nobility.  Not- 
withstanding this,  such  was  the  authority  of  the 


*  Buik  of  the  Univ.  Kirk,  p.  95.  Cald.  MS.  vol.  ii.  pp.  620,  621, 
Melville's  Diary,  p.  68.  Spotswood,  Hist.  p.  311.  in  coiueqnenoe 
of  ■  difficulty  expressed  by  some  individualfi  as  Co  the  exact  import  of 
the  let  caodenuiing  episcopacy,  the  General  Assembly  which  met  at 
Glaagowin  Aptil,  1581,  (condEting,  "for  the  most  part,"  of  the  same 
individuals  who  had  been  present  in  the  Assembly  at  Dundee,)  de* 
dared,  "  that  they  meant  kaiHeUe  to  condemne  the  estate  of  hischops 
«S  they  are  now  in  Scotland,  and  that  the  same  was  the  determiiutioR 
of  the  kirk  at  that  time."  (Bulk  of  Univ.  Kiik,  f.  101,  a.  Spots- 
wood  haa  given  a  partial  account  of  ihia  explanation.  Hist.  p.  316.) 
1  2 
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Assembly,  and  the  activity  of  their  agents,  that  the 
submission  of  the  whole  order,  with  the  excepticm 
of  five,  was  obtained  in  the  comse  of  the  year  in 
which  the  act  abolishing  episcopacy  passed  ^. 

"While  they  were  taking  these  decisive  st^s  in 
abolishing  epiacapstcy^  the  Assembly  were  activdy 
employed  in  maturing  their  plan  of  church  govern* 
ment.  In  April  1576,  the  oHnmittee  entrusted  with 
this  business  was  enlarged.  It  was  divided  into 
four  sub-committees,  to  meet  in  Glasgow,  Edin- 
burgh, St  Andrews,  and  Montrose;  whidi,  after 
preparing  materials,  were  to  send  del^;ate8  to  a 
general  meeting  at  Stirling,  where  the  whole  was 
to  be  examined,  revised,  and  put  into  proper  form. 
The  result  of  their  labours  was  laid  before  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly,  who  spent  the  greater  part  of  se- 
veral meetings  in  examining  and  correcting  the 
draught,  discussing  those  points  which  were  doubtful 
or  disputed  t,  listening  to  objections,  receiving  hints 
from  whatever  quarter  they  came,  and,  in  short, 
adopting  every  means  for  rendering  the  platform  as 
perfect  and  imexceptionable  as  possible.  During 
these  deliberations,  Morton,  with  the  view  of  em- 
barrassing their  proceedings,  gave  in  a  paper  con- 
taining forty-two  questions  relating  to  the  govern-* 

•  Bidk  of  UniT.  Kirk,  f.  100,  h.  Cald.  MS.  ?oL  iL  p.  SSS* 
t  The  heads  of  pairtmage,  divorce,  and  the  tffict  of  deanms,  noe* 
nott  offimtiTe  to  the  court,  and  conaeqnentiy  were  made  the  sukoaci 
of  longest  discosaSon.  The  ground  of  objectkm  to  the  last  of  theae 
heads  was,  that  it  gave  the  management  of  the  patrimony  of  the 
chnrch  to  the  deacons. 
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meut  of  the  church,  to  which  he  required  anawers. 
Although  the  greater  part  of,  these  questioos  were 
eridently  captious  and  frivolous  *,  the  Assembly,  to 
shew  their  respect  for  the  Repeat,  appointed  a  com- 
inittee  to  answer  them ;  but  they  did  not  suffer 
themselves  to  be  diverted  by  them  from  their  main 
iHifiiness.  Perceiving  their  det«niiination,  Morton 
altered  his  conduct,  or  at  least  bis  language,  signifi- 
ed that  he  "  lilted  well  of  their  travels  and  labour 
in  that  matter,"  and  required  them  to  vse  all  expe> 
dilion  to  complete  the  work  which  they  had  begun. 
The  work  was  comideted  accordingly,  and  received 
the  sanction  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  meet- 
ing held  in  the  Magdalene  Chapel  of  Edinburgh  in 
April  1578,  and  of  which  Melville  was  Moderator  f. 
From  this  time,  the  Book  of  Policy,  as  it  was  then 


*  The  fV^wisg  is  a  spedraen  <^  the  Regent't  qoealioni,  whicb  were 
underaUiod  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  Archbuhop  AdunBon :  "  Ought 
thOG  to  be  an  J  degree*  of  dignity  lod  order  among  minutera,  in  re- 
aftet  of  leaniing,  age,  or  ^aen  wb«re  thaj  naka  Mndence?  How 
£h  may  ibe  miniaten,  eldeia,  and  deacons,  of  «verr  particular  kirli  or 
paiodi  proceed,  and  in  what  causes?  How  many  G.  Assemblies 
ought  thde  to  be  within  a  kiugdotn  i  by  whom  ibonld  they  be  con- 
ncate?  fsr  what  cause?  Whatfonnofmnniioninguid  proceeding? 
Sie,  What  is  the  proper  patrimony  of  the  kirk  ?  Shall  ministers'. 
•tipendi  be  alike  in  qoantity,  because  they  are  thought  to  be  alike  in 
dignity  f  IVhat  is  symony  f  Whethei  may  a  man  be  both  s  minis- 
tet  and  ft  reader,  or  ane  offica  at  aims,  or  a  Lord  or  Laird's  steward, 
Qriefe,  pantryraan,  or  porter?  Whether  has  the  city  of  Genera 
committed  saorilege  or  not,  in  appointing  the  rents  or  teinds  of  their 
Bssboprtek  to  their  common  theasury,  paying  but  a  certain  portion 
Ibeteof  to  the  stipend  of  tbeu  juiniaters?"    (CakL  MS.  voL  ii.  pp. 

f  Bulk  gf  UniT.  Kirk,  pp.  73,  T«.    Cald.  MS.  ii.  «29. 
iS 
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styledy  or  Second  Book  of  Discipline,  although  not 
ratified  by  the  Privy  Council  or  Parliament,  was  re* 
garded  by  the  Church  as  exhibiting  her  authorized 
form  of  government;  and  steps  were  immediately 
taken  for  carrying  its  arrangements  into  effect,  by 
erecting  Presbyteries  throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
committing  to  them  the  oversight  of  all  ecclesiasti- 
cal affairs  within  their  bounds,  to  the  exclusion  of 
bishops,  superintendents,  and  visitors  *. 

The  First  Book  of  Discipline,  though  an  admi- 
rable production  for  the  time,  was  hastily  compiled, 
to  meet  the  emergency  caused  by  the  sudden  triumf^ 
of  the  Protestant  interest  over  the  Popish  hierar- 
chy f .     Several  arrangements  of  a  provisional  de- 

*  Among  the  overtures  made  by  the  Synod  of  Lothian  to  the  €}eD6- 
ral  Assembly  in  July  1579^  was  the  following:  *'  A  general  mdet  to 
be  taken  for  erecting  of  Presbyteries  in  places  where  Publick  Exercise 
is  used;  until  the  tyme  the  Policie  of  the  Kirk  be  established  be  law.*" 
To  this  the  Assembly  answered :  "  The  Exercise  may  be  Judged  a 
Presbytcrie."  (Cald,  MS.  vol.  iL  p.  501.  Bulk  of  Univ.  Kirk,  p.  74.) 
In  October  1579,  the  Assembly  requested  the  Clerk  Register  to  assist 
their  Commissioners  "  to  lay  down  and  devise  a  plan  of  the  Presby- 
teries afad  eonstihitibn  thereof."  (Cald.  ii.  641.)  In  April  1581,  the 
laird  of  Caprington,  the  King*s  Commissioner,  presented  to  the  As- 
sembly, *'  certane  rolls  concerning  the  planting  of  the  Kirks,  and  the 
number  of  the  Presbiteries ;"  and  th^  same  Assembly  ordained,  that 
''  the  books  of  polide  aggreit  to  befor  in  divers  assemblies  sotild  be 
registrat  in  acts  of  the  kirk,  and  to  remane  therein  ad  perpetuam  rei 
memoriam,  and  the  copies  thereof  to  be  takin  be  every  Presbyterie, 
of  the  qlk  booke  the  tenour  foUowes,"  &c.  (Buiklof  Univ.  Kirk,  t. 
101,  b.  104,  b.    Melville's  Diary,  p.  67.) 

f  The  order  of  the  Privy  Council,  directing  the  ministers  to  draw 
it  up,  was  issued  April  26,  1560,  and  the  work  was  finished  on  the 
SOth  of  May  following.  (The  First  and  Second  Book  of  Discipline, 
pp.  23,  70.   Printed  anno  16S1.) 
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acription  were  necessarily  introduced  into  it,  while 
others,  which  subsequent  experience  shewed  to  be  of 
great  importance,  were  unavoidably  omitted  *.  The 
Second  Book  of  Discipline  was  drawn  up  with  great- 
er care  and  deliberation,  by  persons  who  had  studied 
the  subject  with  much  attention,  and  had  leisiu^  to 
compare  and  digest  their  views.  It  is  methodically 
arranged,  and  the  propositions  under  each  head  are 
expressed  with  perspicuity,  conciseness,  and  pre- 
cision. 

It  begins  by  laying  down  the  essential  line  of 
distinction  between  civil  and  ecclesiastical  power. 
Jesus  Christ,  it  declares,  has  appointed  a  govern- 
ment in  his  church,  distinct  from  civil  government, 
which  is  to  be  exercised  in  his  name  by  such  office- 
bearers as  he  has  authorized,  and  not  by  civil  ma- 
gistrates or  under  their  direction.  Civil  authority 
lias  for  its  direct  and  proper  object  the  promoting 
of  external  peace  and  quietness  among  the  subjects, 
ecclesiastical  authority,  the  directing  of  men  in  mat- 
ters of  religion  and  which  pertain  to  conscience ; 
the  former  enforces  obedience  by  external  means, 
the  latter  by  spiritual  means ;  yet  as  they  "  be 

*  Ita  coinpilen  were  tvMj  aetuible  of  this  deflect,  uid  ucordingl; 
fttalmoct  every  Asaemblj,  from  1563  to  1  ATS,  when  the  Second  Book 
«f  Discipline  began  to  be  prepared,  resolutionB  were  made  aa  to  thr 
necesiity  of  deflning  the  jurisdiction  and  settling  the  polity  of  tb4' 
dinrch  after  a  more  perfect  form.  See  the  acu  of  Assembly  prefixed 
to  the  First  and  Second  Booke  of  Discipline,  printed  anno  1G91.  The 
reader  will  alio  find  in  that  work  ample  information  as  to  the  pro- 
ceedinga  of  the  Anemblj,  and  of  its  committees,  in  compiling  the  Se- 
cond Book  of  Discipline. 
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both  of  Grod,  and  tend  to  one  end,  if  they  be  ri^tljr 
used,  to  wit,  to  advance  the  glory  of  God,  and  to 
have  good  and  godly  subjects,"  they  ought  to  co* 
operate  within  their  respective  spheres  and  fortify 
each  other.  *^  As  ministers  are  subject  to  the  judg^ 
ment  and  punishment  of  the  magistrate  in  external 
things,  if  they  offend,  so  ought  the  magistrates  to 
submit  themselves  to  the  discipline  of  the  kirk,  if 
they  transgress  in  matters  of  conscience  and  rdi- 
gion." — The  government  of  the  church  consists  in 
three  things;  doctrine,  (to  which  is  annexed  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  sacraments,)  discipline,  and  dis- 
'  tribution.  Corresponding  to  this  division,  there 
are  three  kinds  of  church-<ifficers ;  ministers,  who 
are  preachers  as  well  as  rulers,  elders,  who  are  mere*' 
ly  rulers,  and  deacons,  who  act  as  distributers  of 
alms  and  managers  of  the  funds  of  the  church.  The 
name  bishop  is  of  the  same  import  as  that  of  pastor 
or  minister ;  it  is  not  expressive  of  superiority  or 
lordship ;  and  the  Scriptures  do  not  allow  of  a  pas* 
tor  of  pastors  or  a  pastor  of  many  flocks.  Con- 
nected with  the  pastor,  who  dispenses  the  word  and 
sacraments,  is  the  doctor  or  teacher,  whose  function 
lies  in  expounding  the  Scriptures,  defending  the 
truth  against  erroneous  teachers,  and  instructing 
the  youth,  in  schools,  colleges,  and  universities. 
There  should  be  elders  who  do  not  labour  in  word 
and  doctrine  :  they  ought  to  assist  the  pastor  in  ex- 
amining those  who  come  to  the  Lord's  table,  and  in 
visiting  the  sick;  but  ^*  their  principal  office  is  to 
hold  assemblies  with  the  pastors,  and  doctors,  who 
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are  also  of  their  niunber,  for  establishing  good  or- 
der and  execution  of  disdj^doe.** — The  office-bearers 
of  the  church  are  to  be  admitted  by  election  and  or- 
dination. None  are  to  be  intruded  into  any  eccle- 
siasticai  office,  **  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  congre- 
gation to  which  they  are  appointed."  "  The  cere- 
monira  of  ordination  are  fasting,  earnest  prayer, 
and  the  imposition  of  the  hands  of  the  eldership," 
or  presbytery.— Elcclesiastical  assemblies  are  either 
particular,  (consisting  of  the  office-bearers  of  one 
congr^ation  or  of  a  number  of  neighbouring  con- 
gr^iations,)  provincial,  national,  or  ecumenical  and 
general.  It  is  not  thought  absolutely  necessary, 
that  there  should  be  a  stated  assembly  or  session  in 
country  congregations  ;  but  each  onght  to  have  its 
own  elders  *.  The  Presbytery,  or  Eldership,  as  it 
is  called,  has  the  inspection  of  a  number  of  italjoin- 
ing  congregations  in  everything  relMing^ttfrebgion 
and  manueiv,  and  has  the  power  of  ordalidng  and 
deposing  ministera,  and  of  exercising  ^seipllne  with- 
in its  bounds.  The  Frovinci^  Synod  possesses  the 
collective  power  of  all  the  presbyt^^s  Within  a 

*  "  Wbtn  we  tpMk  of  the  Elden  of  the  particobr  congtegitioDB, 
we  mean  not  that  evaj  pucical&r  pamb  kiik  can  or  nu;  fawe  dieir 
own  particullv  Eldenhips,  upedally  in  Landward  i  bat  wee  think 
thiee,  fbure,  moe  or  fewer,  partknlu'  kirks,  may  have  one  EMenhip 
caBmon  to  them  ill,  to  jndge  ifaeif  Eccletiuticall  cauaet-  Tet  thia  ' 
ii  meet,  that  some  of  the  £ldera  be  ohoeen  out  of  every  puticuUr 
congr^ation,  to  concurre  with  the  rest  of  their  brethren  in  the  eom- 
moB  asKmbly,  and  to  lake  up  the  delations  of  oSeoces  within  their 
owne  kirka,  and  biag  them  to  the  asaemblj.  Thi*  we  gadier  of  the 
pnuticp  of  the  primitive  kitk,  where  Eldm  or  colledgea  of  Beniora 
were  oooatitnte  in  dtiet  tnd  famotu  pUces."    Ch^  7. 
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province,  and  consequently  may  handle  and  redress 
whatever  has  been  done  amiss  by  any  of  th«n. 
The  General  Assembly,  or  "  general  eldership  rf 
the  whole  churches  in  the  realm,"  takes  cognizance 
of  what  has  been  done  amiss  by  the  provincial  as- 
semblies, and  in  general  of  every  thing  connected 
with  the  welfare  of  the  national  church.  "  None 
are  subject  to  repair  to  this  assembly  to  vote  bat 
ecclesiastical  persons  only  *,  to  such  a  number  as 
shall  be  thought  good  by  the  same  assembly  ;'*  but 
none  are  excluded  from  being  present  in  it  "  to  pro- 
pone, hear,  and  reason."  All  the  ecclesiastical  as* 
semblies  have  lawful  power  to  convene  for  transact- 
ing business,  and  to  appoint  the  times  and  places 
of  their  meeting.  In  each  of  them  a  Moderator  is 
to  be  chosen  by  common  consent  of  the  brethren,  to 
propose  the  causes,  gather  the  votes,  and  cause  good 
order  to  be  kept. — ^The  patrimony  of  the  church  in* 
eludes  whatever  has  been  appropriated  to  her  us^ 
whether  by  donations  from  individuals,  or  by  laws 
and  usage.  To  take  any  part  of  this  by  unlawM 
means,  and  apply  it  to  the  particular  and  profane 
use  of  individuals,  is  simony.  It  belongs  to  the 
deacons  to  receive  the  ecclesiastical  goods,  and  to 
distribute  them  according  to  the  appointment  of 
presbyteries.  The  purposes  to  which  they  are  to 
be  applied  are  the  four  following :  the  support  of 
ministers  ;  the  support  of  elders  and  other  church- 
officers,  as  far  as  this  may  be  found  necessary,  and 

*  "  The  eldership  is  a  spirituall  function  as  is  the  ministrie.*' 
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of  teachers  of  theol(^  and  schoolmasters,  provided 
the  ancient  foundations  for  education  are  iusuffi- 
cient ;  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  and  of  hospi- 
tals ;  and  lastly,  the  reparation  of  places  of  worship, 
and  other  extraordinary  charges  of  the  church  or 
commonwealth. — Among  the  ahuses  which  ou^t 
to  he  removed  the  following  are  specified,  the  titles 
!of  abbots  and  others  connected  with  monastic  insti- 
tutions, with  the  places  which  they  held,  as  church- 
men, in  the  courts  of  legislature  and  judicature ; 
deans  and  others  attached  to  cathedral  and  colle- 
giate churches ;  the  usurped  superiority  of  bishops, 
and  their  acting  in  parliament  and  council  in  the 
jiaine  of  the  church,  without  her  commission  * ;  the 
«xercise  of  criminal  justice  and  the  pastoral  office 
.by  the  same  individuals ;  the  mixed  jurisdiction  of 
commissaries  ;  plurahties ;  and  patronages  and  pre- 
sentations to  benefices  whether  by  the  prince  or  any 
.inferior  person,  which  lead  to  intrusion,  and  are  in- 
fouBistent  with  "  lawful  election  and  the  assent  of 
.the  people  over  whom  the  person  is  placed,  as  the 
practice  of  the  apostolical  and  primitive  kirk  and 
good  order  crave." 

Such  is  the  outline  of  the  preshj^rian  plan  of 
4diurch-govemment,  as  delineated  in  the  Second 
■Book  of  Discipline.    Its  leading  principles  rest  upon 


■  "  We  denie  not  In  the  meuie  time,  but  Ministers  may  *nd  shonld 
amut  thai  PrinoeB  when  thej  are  required,  in  all  thinga  agreeable  to 
the  Word,  whether  it  be  in  CounccU  or  Parliament,  oi  otherwayet, 
pToriding  alwa;cs  the;  neitbcr  neglect  tbeir  owns  chai^ea,  nor  through 
flattcrr  of  Princes,  hnrt  the  pnhUek  estate  of  the  Kirk."    Chap,  H. 
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the  express  authority  of  the  word  of  God.  Its  gub-< 
ordinate  arrangements  are  supported  by  the  general 
rules  of  Scripture^ — ^they  are  simple,  calculated  toi 
preserve  order  and  promote  edification,  and  adapted 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  church  for  which  th^ 
were  intended.  It  is  equally  opposed  to  arbitraiy 
and  lordly  domination  on  the  part  of  the  clergy^ 
and  to  popular  confusion  and  misrule.  It  secures 
the  liberty  of  the  people  in  one  of  their  most  inih 
portant  privileges,  the  choosing  of  those  who  shdB 
watch  for  their  souls,  without  making  them  the  fi*. 
nal  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  those  who  shall 
be  invested  with  this  office.  While  it  estaUishes  ai 
efficient  discipline  in  every  congregation,  it  also  pr^ 
serves  that  unity  which  ought  to  subsist  among  the, 
different  branches  of  the  church  of  Christ ;  secures  at* 
iention  to  those  numerous  cases  which  are  of  comiikon 
concern  and  general  utility ;  and  provides  a  remedy 
against  particular  acts  of  injustice  and  maladmini^. 
tration  arising  from  local  partialities  and  limited  ia^ 
formation,  by  the  institution  of  larger  assCTablies 
acting  as  courts  of  appeal  and  review,  in  which  the 
interests  of  all  are  equally  represented  and  each  enp 
joys  the  benefit  resulting  from  the  collective  wisdom 
of  the  whole  body.  It  encourages  a  friendly  eo^ 
operation  between  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  author 
rities ;  but  it,  at  the  same  time,  avoids  the  confound* 
ing  of  their  limits — ^prohibits  church-courta  from: 
^'  meddling  with  any  thing  pertaining  to  the  civil 
jurisdiction," — establishes  their  independence  in  idl 
matters  which  belong  to  their  cognizance-«-«nd  gpiards 
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against,  what  is  the  great  bane  of  religion  and  curse 
of  the  church,  a  priesthood  which  is  merely  the  or- 
ganized puppet  of  the  state,  and  moves  and  acts  only 
as  it  ia  directed  by  a  political  administration.  It  is 
a  form  of  ecclesiastical  polity  whose  practical  utility 
has  been  proportionate  to  the  purity  in  which  its 
principles  have  been  maintained.  Accordingly,  it 
has*  secured  the  cordial  and  lasting  attachment  of 
the  people  of  Scotland;  whenever  it  has  been  wrest- 
ed from  them  by  arbitrary  violence,  they  hare  uni- 
ftamly  embraced  the  first  favorarable  opportunity  of 
demanding  its  restoration ;  and  the  |H^ncipal  seces- 
^ns  which  have  been  made  firom  the  national 
cburch  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom  have  been  stat- 
ed, not  in  the  way  of  dissent  from  its  constitution, 
as  in  England,  but  in  opposition  to  departures,  real 
o*  alleged,  from  its  original  and  genuine'  jJrinciplea. ' 
Hierarchical  writers  do  more  honour  to  Melville 
tlian  he  ie  fairly  entitled  to,  when  they  asCrHw  the 
overthrow  of  episcopacy,  and  the  erection  of  presby- 
tery, solely  to  his  authority  and  exertions.  Yet  the 
leading  part  which  he  took  in  the  work,  ^d  the 
high  d^;ree  in  which  its  success  was  oWing  to  his 
zeal  and  ability,  will  justify  the  details  into  which 
w«  have  thought  it  proper  to  enter.  He  was  on  all 
the  committees  employed  in  collecting  materials  for 
the  Book  of  Polity,  and  in  reducing  them  into  form. 
He  was  present  at  most  of  the  conferences  held  on 
the  subject  with  committees  of  the  Privy  Coimcil 
and  Parliament.  He  had  a  prindpal  share  in  alt  tiie 
^JBCiHsions  and  debates  that  occurred,  both  in  pri- 
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vate  and  public,  on  the  articles  which  were  most 
keenly  disputed  and  opposed.  And  he  subjected 
hunself  to  great  personal  fatigue  and  expense  and 
odium,  during  a  series  of  years  which  were  spent  in 
completing  the  work  and  in  procuring  its  reception*. 
Indeed,  he  regarded  his  exertions  in  this  cause  as 
the  greatest  service  which  he  could  perform  for  his 
country;  and  for  the  sake  of  advancing  it,  he  cheer- 
fully sacrificed  the  gratification  which  he  felt  in  pro- 
secuting his  studies,  and  the*  {HX)spects  of  personal 
fame  which  he  might  have  acquired  by  engaging  in 
literary  undertakings. 

The  eagerness  and  success  with  which  Melville 
laboured  in  the  erection  of  the  presbyterian  system 
naturally  rendered  him  obnoxious  in  the  eyes  of  the 
adherents  of  episcopacy.  Accordingly,  writers  of 
that  persuasion  have  endeavoured,  by  the  represen- 
tations which  they  have  given  of  his  conduct  on 
this  occasion,  to  excite  prejudices  against  his  charac- 
ter and  the  cause  which  he  promoted.  Archbishop 
Spotswood,  whose  ambitious  views  he  long  crossed, 
and  who  has  never  mentioned  his  name  with  temper 
in  the  course  of  his  history,  set  an  example  of  this 
treatment;  and  we  shall  quote  his  words,  which 

*  ''  And  in  deid  that  mater  cost  him  exceeding  greit  peans^  bathe  m 
mynd,  body,  and  gear,  during  the  space  of  five  or  sax  yair,  with  the 
gean  of  the  Regent  Erl  of  Morton  and  his  bischopes  vtter  indignation. 
Yit  with  the  wonderful  assistance  of  God  he  bure  it  out  till  the  abo- 
lishing of  bischopes  and  establissing  of  the  Presbyteries  according  to 
the  word  of  God.  Wharby  he  gatt  the  name  of  i4r^r«««'9/Kcrr4,  epi>- 
coponim  exactor,  the  slinger  out  of  bishops."  (Melville's  Diary, 
p.  42.) 

2 
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subsequent  writers  of  the  same  description  have  done 
little  more  than  repeated.  "  In  the  church  this  year 
began  the  innovations  to  hreak  forth  that  to  this 
day  havje  kept  it  in  a  continual  unquietness.  Mr. 
Andrew  Melvil,  who  was  lately  come  from  Gieneva, 
a  man  learned  {chiefly  in  the  tongues)  but  hot  and 
eager  upon  any  thing  he  went  about,  labouring  with 
a  burning  desire  to  bring  into  this  church  the  pres- 
byteriau  discipline  of  Geneva ;  and  having  insinu- 
ated himself  into  tl^e  favour  of  divers  preachers,  he 
stirred  up  John  Dury,  one  of  the  miuisters  of  Edin- 
burgh, in  an  Assembly  which  was  then  convened, 
to  propound  a  question  touching  the  lawfulness  of 
the  episcopal  function,  and  the  authority  of  chapters 
in  their  election.  He  himself,  as  though  he  had 
not  been  acquainted  with  the  motion,  after  he  had 
commended  the  speaker's  zeal,  and  seconded  the  pur- 
pose with  a  long  discourse  of  the  flourishing  estate 
of  the  church  of  Geneva,  and  the  opinions  of  Calvin 
and  Theodore  Beza  concerning  church-government, 
—in  end  he  said,  that  the  corruptions  crept  into  the 
estate  of  bishops  were  so  great,  as  unless  the  same 
were  removed  it  could  not  go  well  with  the  church*." 
A  few  remarks  on  the  several  articles  of  this  libel 
will  be  suflBcient.  It  is  insinuated  that  the  church 
was  in  a  tranquil  state  when  Melville  arrived  in 
the  country ;  and,  indeed,  if  we  had  no  other  source 
of  information  as  to  these  times  than  the  arch- 
bishop's history,  we  might  be  ready  to  conclude  that 
this  was  really  the  case.    But  we  have  already  seen, 

•  Rpo(swoo(],  llist.  p.  27S. 
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from  the  most  tmdoubted  of  all  authorities,  from 
acts  of  assembly  and  acts  of  parliament  as  well  bb, 
from  private  writings,  that  the  state  of  matters  waa 
quite  the  reverse,  and  that  great  dissatisfactions  pre-. 
vailed  in  the  church  previous  to  and  at  his  arrival, 
in  Scotland.     Was  it  Melville  who  instigated  thos^; 
who  protested  against  the  consecration  of  Douglas, 
at  St.  Andrews  *  ?  or  the  whole  Assembly,  which 
at  Perth  protested  against  the  titles  of  archbishops^ 
deans,  and  chapters  ?    Was  it  Merville  who  struck 
the  blow  at  the  civil  power  and  places  of  bishops^ 
which  they  have  always  regarded  as  among  their 
dearest  privileges?     Was  it  not  the  archbishop's, 
own  father  who  moved  and  carried  in  the  General. 
Assembly,  August  1573,  (when  there  was  no  emi^ 
sary  from  Gteneva  to  incite  him,)  "  that  it  was  nei- 
ther agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  nor  to  the  prac-. 
tice  of  the  primitive  church,  for  one  man  to  occupy, 
the  charges  of  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  and  of  a  civil  ^ 
or  criminal  judge  f  ?" — a  sentiment  of  which  it  was 
the  great  ambition  of  his  son  to  afford  a  practical 
and  glaring  contradiction. 

But  Melville  laboured  "  to  bring  into  this  church 
the  presbyterian  discipline  of  Greneva."  Or,  as  the 
archbishop  expresses  it  in  another  publication,  "  Hb ' 
mind  being  imbued  with  the  institutions  of  that  dif, 
to  which  he  had  been  long  accustomed,  he  stradnfid 
every  nerve  to  bring  our  church  to  the  nearest  pos- 
sible confonnity  with  Geneva  in  point  of  discipliniej  ■ 

•  Bannatync,  pp.  323.  331.  t  Petrie,  part  iii.  p.  380. 
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not  adverting  to  the  difierence  between  a  kmgdom 
and  a  rqmblic  *."  This  is  the  same  allegation  which 
has  been  made  with  respect  to  the  first  settlement  of 
our  Reformation  by  Knox.  It  was  first  brought  for- 
-wiard  by  Hooker,  in  his  controversy  wilit  the  Eng- 
Ush  I^esbyterians,  but  with  great  modesty,  and 
many  expressions  of  high  respect  for  the  Genevan 
Beformer  f .  It  was  afterwards  ui^;ed,  but  in  a  very 
different  spirit,  by  Bancroft ;  and  it  has  beeu  retail- 
ed with  unvarying  and  monotonous  uniformity  by 
Biriscopaltan  writers  down  to  the  present  day.  They 
would  have  gained  more  credit  to  their  cause  among 
the  judicious,  if  they  had  rested  its  defence  upon  the 
authority  iof  Scripture  and  reason,  and  left  the  use 
of  such  prtyugez  legitimes  wholly  to  Roman  Catho- 
lics, from  whom  they  borrowed  them,  and  whose 
cause  would  have  been  early  ruined  but  for  the  ma- 
gic influence  of  the  question,  "  Where  was  your 
church  before  Luther  ?"  But  if  it  is  necessary  to 
bring  the  controversy  to  thia  test,  Presbyterians 
have  surely  no  reason  to  blush,  or  to  be  ashamed  of 

*  BefatBtio  Libelli  At  Regimine  Ecdede  ScoticuuBj  p.  31.  C»I- 
derwood,  in  hi*  reply  to  thia  tnct,  remarks  dr^ljr,  "  If  Mdville,  bjr 
the  fbree  of  ciutom  during  five  yeart  reudence  at  Genera,  became  lo 
flnanunmd  irlth  iti  diidpline,  is  it  not  atrtnge  that  John  Spotawood 
AooLl  ha?e  been  so  easily  Indnced  to  desert  the  Bcota  discipline,  to 
wUdi  be  had  beeo  habituated  for' more  than  ten  jean  ?  The  reason 
!■  la  be  scMigfat  for  in  the  different  diapoudon  of  the  men,  not  in  tbdr 
•docatian — Diierimem  in  ingniu,  turn  in  dUciplit»a,jtut."  (Bpaatohe 
FbiUdelphi  Vhid.  ^>nd  Altare  Damasc.  p.  T31.  edlL  a) 

f  Preface  to  Ecclesiaatical  F0UI7,  sect.  S ;  a  section  which  those  who 
■K  •cconomed  to  disparage  Calrin,  and  eulogize  Hooker,  with  equal 
IgaonnM  of  both,  woald  tlo  wdl  to  read. 
VOL.  I.  K 
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their  descenL  Where  was  the  bishop  in  Sootlaii4 
or  in  England,  during  the  sixteenth  ce^toifp  thit 
could  be  compared  with  Calvin  or  with  Besm^  eithor 
in  poitftt  of  talents  or  of  learning. of  sldU  in  Hm 
Scrq>tures  or  of  acquaintance  with  ecdesiaatical  Uft* 
tory  3nd  the  writings  of  the  fathers  ?  If  the  Bci- 
formers  of  Scotland  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  im^ 
bibe  eiaroneouS' sentiments  at  Geneva,  what  waathe 
enlightened  school,  and  .where  the  pure  fountaii^ 
to  which  the  English  Jleform^rs  had  access^  and  lii 
vrtiic^  th^  were  so  hoj^iy  as  to  drink  the  unpoUuted 
doctrines.  o£  revelation?  That  Knox  aodMAyHikt 
were^gneatly  indebted  to  Calvin  and  Besa,  and  that 
they,  ^dipiired  the  religious  order  and  discipline  estaf^ 
blifiihed  in  Geneva,  I  do  not  wish  to  deny ;  but  that 
they  implicitly  adopted  and  slavishly  imitated  Urn 
institutions  which  they  had  seen  in  that  city,  is  an 
assertion  which  argues  great  ignorance  both  of  the 
men  and  the  subject.  If  Melville  had  laboured 
merely  to  inU'oduce  a  foreign  institute,  why  did  he 
bestow  so  much  pains  in  studying  the  subject,  or 
how  came  it  about  that  he  was  always  so  ready  mid 
so  able  to  maintain  what  he  recommended  upon 
higher  and  more  sacred  grounds  ?  The  ecclesiastical 
polity  of  Geneva  and  of  Scotland  agreed  in  their  nh 
dical  principles.  But  those  who  are  accurately  aii- 
quainted  with  both,  know  that  they  differed  in  soqie 
points  in  which  they  might  have  been  made  accords 
ant ;  and  that,  owing  to  the  great  diversity  of  thelir 
ciromjidiances,  the  one  could  not  be  an  exact  and  $^ 
model  for  the  other.     Within  the  small  territory  af 


-Seners  t]ni«.ii4aB-iio  mom'  and  kto  oeawioii  for  the 
yarochkiiessioiM,  presbTteriai,  synods,  aad  general 
BStonUf ,  wbieh  were  ereeted  tn  Scotland.  Vteebf- 
tkty^ean.  acconunodato  itsdf  to  any-  extent  bf 'ebu»< 
-try  V  and  its  genhib,  and  thf)  eswrcise  of  itspfWerB, 
•«n  not  incompatiUe  witb  any  reasonable  farm  of 
^vil  govenunent,  mcnaicUcal  or  r«publjcam.  ' 
'  'Mclrille,  it  in  afiowed,-waa'  ■<aeamed,'^  bnttheA 
it  WW'  cfai«flyin  the  tonguee/'  Of  thei  tmtb  of 
tiife  i^u^fying  dadeei  the  reader' ^i^'bft'Mft  'to 
fudg^  from  the  evidence  which  has  bMA  already  Itid 
htfans  hint.  With  respect  td  the  disparaging  <^tyle 
■fai  which  skill  in  languages  is  here  m&nttoned,' ft 
BB^ht  be  sufficient  to  reraark,  that  the  ardkbisbi^, 
tbotigh  a  man  of  talents,  was  no  grefit  sdiohir^ 
and  it  is  very  natural  for  us  to  depreciate  -wiM. 
we  do  not  lusBess  or  understand  *.  But  t^e  tralft 
ia,  that,  in  speaking  after  this  manner,  h«  only  imi* 
ilsted  the  lai^nage  of  his  predecessors,  M on^mery 
and  Adamsonf.     I  mention  this  chiefly  because  it 

*  Galil«nvood  mcntiiini  thu  SpoUwood  wu  ignonnt  of  Gisek,  tad 
njSj  it  wae  siupccttd  (probably  wiiJiQut  good  reaaaa)  thst  hehulgqt 
•  ceruin  pbyaiclan  to  translate  hia  book  into  Latin.  "  Dedicavit 
Prtndpi  Carole  Libelluni  iltttliri  At  lebiia  EcelMia:  Seotinine  Lathnnti, 
Ct  OrBcia  qniEi  Uellia  diithietum,  quom  oinnea  leimui  Gmeu  tusdra, 
Latin^  vix  sciie,  neilum  poase  tim  Latine  Bcribere.  Sed  uon  est  minim, 
■DCBtitu  (Medici  c^jusdam  ut  audio)  pcnnia  niti  mendadonun  con* 
MrdMeoran."  (Prebt.  R[dM.  Philoddph.  Vind.) 
■i.-i  One  of  Uic  artickt  of  the  libel  niaed  in  liSl  'tg^taat  •Ubmt- 
0mry,  aiAliiiiof  ^  Qlaigftw,  ma,  "  thU,  aofanewheoouMf^ 

aidiit  ta  Iwing  the  origtual  laug^uagea,  Grrik  and  Hebrew,  into  oao> 
if^ ;  «bndng  theietelo  fhe  <*bnU  at  the  apottk  i  CorJ''£v','  ifiji 
'mBUnglT  Mking,  'h  mhmt  BdmlaKtn  PtUrtudPatit'jilMWW 
k2 


affords  a^mru^us  iUuftraticw.Qf^thefiu^flliat.admiir 
j^itioua  recommendations  of  thi»  land  may  be  .po9- 
aeiaed  .by  dil9Eereat  p^ies  at  diffdireiit  periods.  « Sur 
fmojP  slpU.  ii^  aociept  iaoguag^s^  iippn  wbicb  tb^ 
m^mbf^ra  QftbeCburcb  of.Kngland  i^  tbe;  jftxaeat 
4ey  .plum«  tbiQm3ely/^;  <wd.whicb  I  b|t¥e  no  de^ue 
to  deny.  tb^qoi».  wi»  m,tbe;Su;t^ntb  i^ntury  pp  ui^ 

4i}aBtjtfmabLy  <  duiQ^  to  pifs)>y;tf94^  t^ 

tbfU^.i^po^Ats  thQ^0)ij^4t/»eceiyssi7,^,c^^ 

^  a  iQuipr  i^cquimtion^  ^n4  aa.  calpulat^  tpi49  ^<W 

v.fSn^^lA^jiWgls.tb^t  MdvUle.''  insinuate^. bixnsfdf 
»tOr.,tbj(|{|aypHroipf  diveirse  pceadberst^  ^ci^bsiu^ 
J^^t^l^f^  apdr.cbar^cter  were  such  as  toaecuiae 
bip^asy  a<H2(^>to  the  company  and  favour  of  any 
pffi9f^1i  int Scotland.;  and  the. most  learned  men^in 
the  country  were  proud  of  his  friendship.  He 
communicated  his  sentiments  respecting  episcopacy 
ud  .c|^UYx:brTgpyenunent  in. the  most  unreserved 
manner' to  Adamsan  and  Cunninghame,  who  aftep-- 
wards  became  bishops.  It  is  true^  that  he  lived  on 
t^mis  of  the  greatest  intimacy  with  Lawson,  Duiy^ 
and  Bfllcanquball,  the  ministers  of  Edinbui^b ;  aa4 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  he  had  confidential 


(Btiil  of  the  Iffniveraal  Kirk^  f.  114.  b.)  The  fbUowIng  is  one  df  Uie 
assertlonfl  collected  from  the  lectures  which  archbishop  Adamson  d^ 
IlTered  at  8t  Andrews:  "  Grmctt,  Uebraice  et  Chaldaicie  et  detcM'- 
rniD  ^niinodi  doctarum  et  sanctarum  linguarum  cognitio^  non  aohim 
otiosa  et  invtilis,  sed  etiam  pemidosa  et  exStialis  est  Reip.  et  ecdote 
Dei."  (Floretum  Archiepisoopale^  MS.  in  Bibl.  JaridrEdin.  M.  6, 
9.  Num.  47.) 
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eotrrersatloiia  with  them  tm  flioBe  missarts  wbldt 
at  that  thne  engaged  universal  attention.  It  nu&jr 
even  be  trne,  i^td  he  was  preWouriT^  acquainted 
with  DAiyR'intentitm  to  object  agaiMt  Ote  e^kea- 
phl  office;  for  wtiat  is  more-  -costonnay  tbKa''fbP<>ft 
person  to  consult  witbhiSfrieitds  beflcM  heBifbriOitt 
i  motioo: -oti' anj^  impbttinf ' eiibject'to  Hetmrt?  Bat 
ftat  Meltille'ceiiduct^  die^bttbStesS'fti  ^  ituiffiOUS 
ordhUmadta^hliVft^,  byVodln^  fittwufl  ittidther 
ftf'do'n1ial'he"«^  aiHiM  to  do  hittu^;  Und'  then, 
affecting  ignorance  of  the  design  vw-i AM' JtM' 
Doty  wordd  have'  consetited  to  bect^e-ti  'ti^l  iH  Wny 
mrit  disgraceflti  ib&itagaReirti— ^no'«ne'wIM'%'atik 
quanted  with  Ae  character^  tU)d't«mpbr«''<6f^<^ 
two  men  will  ever  ftr  a  moment  befievfeVSWft 
arts  were  reserved  to  bie  employed  jn'ttie  iiiltilUCiH 

*  Dor;  wta  at  flrtt  ta  exhorter  in  Ldth.  Thougli  not  learned, 
be  pcMWMBd  great  cptrit,  «Ad  tlMl  dlttittgiadiMl  UtAtOt'hf  hia  mA 
ndMungadoritig'tbaattlln.'  ^' Abam  te  late  tfnK>(lMli) 
Gavi.ta  Sl  AndMwi,  to  *i*ite  Mr.  Knox,  ^I.  ^iuM)f  Tf^ne^  ^^^ 
nin'itir  at  Leith  Kitb  Mr.  David  Undiay,  who  wa*  t^en  for  itont- 
nea  and  Main  the  guiddibaei^ldcleMnoMica&tBlkeld'oft  FWtU 
gown  nam  aDatwror,  aiMtthe  BjiUe  mU  «f  kanda.fiadU  Udc^ 
when  an  g«d,th«,i»a)et,  and  bagit  waa  the  bacbet.  and  ta  tba 
fidda."  (Mdville'i  Diarf,  p.  W.  Comp.  Bannatyne'a  Journal,  pp. 
»69,  300.) 
^  Am  Dnrj  camn^nced  tba  attack  on  episcopacy,  Spotswood  was  e^ei 
tfxrcprtaent  him  as  having  retracted  his  sentiments  on  this  subject  in 
liil  Uttci  da; •.  (History,  p.  4JS.)  But  the  archbishop's  story  is  con- 
^a^Kted  by  Dory's  aon-in<law,  who  deckieB  that  he  retained  hii 
^nf^T"™"  Gonoenung  episcopaqr  unaltered  to  the  last  (Melville'a 
DiMj,  p-MS.)  ,   ..  ,    ,    .,,      j  ,A 


ment  of  a  different  csuse^  mad  fagr  s  yerjr  jUfferant 
fiet.of  men. 

>  Thiere  is  no  evidence  that  Melville  oonductad  him* 
aeilf  ia  a  violent  and  overbearing,  manner  in  die  prcH 
secittion  of  tibde  business.  He  had  ho. means  of  ft* 
fsotjagan  alteration  on  the  govefnment  of  the  chnreh 
but  argument  and  persuasion;  and  had  he  pudied 
mattorft  witb  the  intQvqyeraneer.^haeb  eone  have 
ascribed  to  him,  he  mmt  hate  defeated  hi»  owst  da* 
signs,  Mid  raised  insurmountable, difficultieam- the 
wa]F: ^ ? their^  accomplishment.  No  dissensioii.  wm 
prodiided^  m-the  diurch.  •  There  wasia  gwendtand 
hanaeiiiotts  ooncurrenoe  ef  sentknent  in  £»ytour  of 
the mdasuures  which  were  adopted;  ajid,  aware  of* 
this,.the'bishopB  themselves,  who  were  present  in 
theiAssemhlTV  iHide  no  formal  or  puUic  cqi^osition^i 
During  the  earlier  and  most  important  part  of  the 
proceediAgs,  the  reins  of  civil  government  were  in 
the  hands  of  one  who  could  hold  th^nwith  suffi* 
rient  fhlnfineiss,  and  who  pos^es!^  the  address  to 
afful  I)iiiase|f  qf  my  act  of'  i]|ipr\idente  or  tiolenii^ 
cm  the  part  of  the  ecdeaiastical  courts^  as  a  pretext 
for  putting  a  «top  to  those  measui^  to  whidi  he 


•i. 


*  Spotswood  acknowledges  this  fact^  and  mentions  it  with  tnttdt 
fiajrj^dae  iind  disapprobation.  '^  What  respect  soeVer  it  was  that  tMt 
tKemlceep  'so  quiet,  whether^  as  I  have  heard,  that  they  cixp^eied 
^dfe  raouons  ^onld  have  heen  dashed  by  the  R^nt;  or  o^tiehMb 
tliai  ih^ey'lifibcted  the  praise  of  humility,  it  was  no  wisdom  hi  them  t^ 
have  gtveii  way  to  such  novelties,  &  have  su£fered  the  lawfolneai  df 
their  vocation  to  be  thus  drawn  in  question."    (Hist  p.  976.) 
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was  knoVD  to  be  decidedlyaverse.  Bnt  no  occastotf' 
of  this  kind  was  given.  Every  thing  was  oonducl>> 
ed  with  tirmness,  indeied,  and  perBereraiice,  Mt  at 
the  same  time,  with  a  temper,  deliberatitm^'aAd 
Bnanimity  rartiy  cadiibited  1^  a  popniar  asBembly, 
aoDftwhidi  reflect  the  hi^est  honotv  on  f  (b  nem^ 

ifbrvHR  this  harmony  pnrchaMd  at  tb«  expense 
of  that  freedom  which  belongs:  to  a  popnlar  and  de* 
HiberatiTe  assembly.  There  was  at  that  period  no 
partyumanagemenC — nothinfi^ similar  to ^^wprattlM 
aftarwaii^  introduced,  when  a  cabal  or  set' of  leaden 
aettted  every  thing  in  private,  and  having  prcviotuM 
ly  dedded  on  their  measOTes,  and  caleidated  thcfr 
strength,  granted  to  the  court  the  semblasce'  of 
liberty  by  a  mode  debate  and  the  fonaality  of  a  w>te*j 


*  The  ■ppolntment  of  ineMon  or  asdstwntB  to  the  moderitor,  tut 
bMa  oigtd  in  appodtfok  la  tht  lUlWmBBt  ^nna  in  the  test.  Tlut 
Ijwuim  tfH|  intradncad  in  the  fidlowiog  wwg.  In  April,  1&T7,  Aton 
andet  Aibuthoot,  Priodiol  of  the  Univerntj  of  Aberdeei^  wsf 
choaen  moderator.  It  iris  the  moderatorli  bn^eu  to  flx  die  order 
in  wfaidi  the  mums  ahoold  come  before  the  oonrt.  Bnt  *  A-<huth> 
9M  tad  not  been  preaent  at  iba  freceding  A«emblj,  aqd  4oni^ 
<]ncntlj  ma  unacquainted  with  the  biuineaa  which  remained  und^. 
dded,  he  requeated  that  certain  members  should  be  appointed  to  ■>• 
■It  Um.  liui  was  complied  with,  and  the  adrantages  of  the  sp- 
faiBlaicDt  in  expediting  burineaa  led  to  ila  repetitiim  at  mibwqneiit 
meetingi.  Some  members  were  Jealous  of  it*  tendency,  and  olyected 
■gainat  the  precedent,  and  there  is  no  doabt  that  it  was  afterwarda 
abgaed  in  prqndice  of  the  Uberdea  of  the  AMembly.  (CaU.  MS. 
wd.  ii.  pp.  SOS,  6ia.  Petrie,  P.  iii.  p.  391.)  The  writer  of  Arbuth- 
not'a  I4fe  in  the  Biographia  Britaonica,  absurdlj  lays:  "  This  com- 
mittn  had  the  name  of  the  Ci>ngregaihii,  and  in  a  abort  time  aO 
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One  who  WB8  present  at  most  if  not  aH  ailim 
Uies  oociq>ied  in  framing  the  Bode  of  disdi^iM^. 
gives  the  following  acconnt  of  their  manmr  .o£  pmh 
oeeding.  ^  It  was  a  most  pleasand  and  oomfoxtelile 
thing  ta  be  prcsent  at  these  assfinhliest  thme  'W» 
sic  fineqaencie  and  reverence^  with  hdinesaand  jaadL 
Maters  war  gravlie  and  deiriie  proponit;  ovcrtUDas 
maid  by  the  wysest,  donttes  reassonit  and-  disouBit 
by  the  learnedest  and  maist  qnik ;  and»  finallie^  all 
with.ane  voice  concluding  upon  matters  resolvitaBd 
deicit,  and  refemng  thingiaintrititand  nndairidjib 
fipider  advysment.:  Namely,  tfaia  is  to  4ia:  noted, 
that,  in  all  these  assemblies  aaent  the  poUtie,  tbor 
was  ]Mt  sic  a  thing  as  a  carieing  away  rfanie  poinet 
with  a  number  of  vottes,  aneor  ma,  as- by  a  piE^eoocn- 
pied  porpose  or  led  coarse;  hot  maters  were  indif- 
ferentfie  proponit,  and,  efter  beging  light  of  God  and 
sersing  the  scriptures,  by  conference  and  reas<ming 
discussit,  with  large  and  sufficient  tjrme  talroa  aad 
diligentlie  employit  for  that  effect,  all  with  ane 
voice  in  ane  consent  and  unitie  of  mynd  determin- 
ed and  concluded  V 

Some  authors  are  ol  oinnion,  that  there  was  no 
difference  of  sentiment  among  the  ministers  on  the 
head  of  qNseopacy,  and  that  the  reasoning  betwem 
certain  members  of  Assembly,  when  the  questiaa 


matters  of  importance  came  to  be  treated  there,  and  tbe  Aaaemblj  had 
little  to  do  but  to  approTe  their  resolutions.**  (Biogr.  Brit.  yd.  i  p. 
SM.  edit.  9.) 

*  Melville's  Diary,  pp.  S9,  60.    Comp.  Row,  Hist  p.  S8. 
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-vas-ftrrt:agitttled;  was  Bieiely  a di^atatioii» accord, 
li^  tD'^inamicFiof  the  flcfaook,;intlL"the!>Tiaw.af 
tiIH>wil^^gI«8teE  ligbt  on  tbe  autyectt  ■  TlUs-opi- 
idoB.  IB,  I' thinks  eironeaQSi'.'  lliere'wereiUHie  in 
'ABOtlsDiLat'Ulst  tame,  soifkr  ra  l^TB^bKBBble  to 
Ibuiit  idm  r^aikkd  iiieiCpiaoopaltfifice'asii^'dMiie 
riwtitvtionvi  bnti  h«v«na<dDubt/tkstiti}ieEe  imere 
minisUn^-bediefrlfae  bidiopat .  wiw/  did  imob  lestcon 
-.fit  ta1)epositiv«l]r  unlawfoLopneoeMarilf  li^QvioiiB 
ita'tfaeantsvBtS'of'tliechQrcht'Qiid'Wbo'tiicmg^tfaat 
'Jt'onght  to  be  retained»i  or^at  )But!tolnated,iiL-1be 
.state m'Wblch'affairs  weic-ib  Sootkutdfit  tluftpt- 
'^riod.  '  It  is  rcBBonaUe  to:  HiippoK.timt.'these.iBere 
the  sentnD»tB  of  Row,  iAaiBK^t  aud.  Qeoego  Hof, 
who  were  nomioated  by  the  taseiobly.toitttaam.  in 
defence  ot  epiBespacj'.  ;'niatth^  weBeifimifaLaeq- 
timents  we  kaatr.  ^m  the  iestimonyi  oi-ida  aoa, 
■frho  informs  as  that  hte  fattier, at  first  tiiought 
><|Hscopacy-lawfulj  -bat  was  ooostrainad,  along  with 
lliose  who  reasoned  on  the  aame  aide  with  him,  to 
yield  to  the' force  of  the  arguraeiLts  tHought  ier- 
ward  by  their  opponents,  and  firtHn  ihatrtiibetook 
a  decided  part  in:  remoTing  bishops  and  eataMirfiing 
the  presbyteriaB  p<dit]r  f.  Among  those  who  held 
the  lawfiilnesB  of  episcopacy,  <  arehhi^op  Spotswood 
■Hbo  includes  the  namto  of  his  own  &ther,  of  firs- 
Idne  of  Dun,  John  Winram,  Alexander  Arbuthnot, 
Bobert  Pont,  Thomas  Smeton,  and  Andrew  P(4- 

•  Bow  of  Csraock,  MS.  Huunie  «f  tbe  Kirk,  p.  88». .  CiMp.  Hal- 
Tille'i  Diary,  p.  *4. 
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wart*.  Smeton,  Polwart,  and  Polity  aftfywawh 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  of^meitioti  to 
bishops  f.  Arbuthnot  and  Melviile  were  doscty 
united  in  thdr  views  and  public  conduct  |.  And  if 
the  others  were  at  first  of  episcopal  sentiments^  thqr 
must  have  changed  their  views,  as  tkej^  co^ipeEBted 
in  the  establishment  of  presbytery,  and  as  there  wis 
not  a  single  contradictory  or  dissenting  voice  aotliKi 
abolition  of  episcopacy  j. 

-  It  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  this  change  of  Bsmm 
timent  waa  brou^t  about  chiefly  by  the  inflnenceof 
Melville.  That  in  exerting  this  influence  he  never 
ov«!8tq[>ped  the  bounds  of  moderation^  and  that^in 
the  fervour  of  his  zeal  for  what  he  considered  as  tks 
caoise  of  God  and  truth,  he  never  infiringed  tiie  rights) 
ncH?  imnecessarily  wounded  thefsddaigs^  of  good  mee 
who  might  conscientiously  differ  firom  him,  I  am  tu 
froija  wishing  to  assert    But  there  is  one  inatante^ 


*  Deltegimine  Ecclesic  Scoticanfp^  p.  43. 

t  IAOiMb,  ia  a.  letltr  ^  J«liaiiiii  lUmio  Eiwlfglatle  riTihieri/' 
dated  '*  IS,  CaU  Feb.  147S,  says  "  Smetoniua  aocenamua  boaie  rmie 
propugnator."  (MS.  in  Bibl.  Jurid.  Edin.  M.  6,  9.)  Smeton  and  P<d- 
wart  protested  against  the  election  of  Montgomery  as  bishop  of  Gka- 
0OW.  (Records  of  Privy  Comieil^  April  19^  15Sd.)  JBnUne^  Lind* 
81^,  and  PoBt^  presented  to  the  Privy  Ciwneil  the  remoaatrfiieeof  Af 
General  Assembly  against  the  suspension  of  Montgomery's  excommib* 
nicadon.  (Buik  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  196,  b.) 

X  Letter  of  MeWiHe  to  Arbuthnot,  8ept  4b  1^9i  MS.  m  BSI^ 
Jwid.  Edin.  M.  6.  d. 

S  The  reason  which  Spotswood  gives  for  their  consent  is  not  much 
to  their  honour :  "  Tandem,  ne  frustra  contraniti  riderentur,  in 
imperitse  raultitudinis  sententiam  concesserint"  (De  Regimioe  Bodes* 
Scot.  p.  45.) 
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in  wlacb  I  am  aatiified  that  thia  char^  Jias  been 
brou^it  against  him  gronndlessly,  if  not  wanttHily-. 
I'  refer  to  the  case  of  James  Boyd,  arrhbishop  of 
GSaBgaw.  Spotswood  says  that  Boyd  was  so  mtidi 
vexed  with'the  proceedinge  of  tLe  Assembly  in  m^ng 
bom  to  remore  the  coiruptions  of  the  episcopal  of- 
fice, and  with  certain  injanes  whidi  be  received 
from  one  of  his  own  relationB,  that  he  "  contracted 
s  melancholy  whereof  he  died  not  long  after  at 
GtaflgOW."  He  adds,  "Nothing  did  more  grieve 
Imn  than  the  ingratitude  of  Mr.  Andrew  Melvil  and 
bis  uncoorteouB  forms.  He  had  brought  the  man 
to  Gia^ow^  placed  faim  Prindpal  in  the  Colledge^ 
bestowed  otherwise  liberally  upon  hiXo,  and  waa 
paid  for  this  his  kindness  with  most  disgraceful 
etmtempt.  Id  private,  and  at  the  Bishop's  table  (to 
which  he  was  ever  welcome)  no  man  did  use  him 
with  greater  respect,  giving  him  his  titles  of  digni- 
ty  and  honour ;  but  in  the  pubUck  meetings,  where 
he  owed  him  greatest  reverence,  ha  would  call  him 
by  his  proper  name,  and  use  him  mmt  uncivilly. 
Tttt  ctnnmiBslwi .  of  the  AssemUy  he  exercised 
with  all  rigour,  and  by  threatening  the  Bishop 
vith  the  censures  c£  the  Church,  induced  him  to 
set  his  hand  to  certain  articles,  which,  as  be  pro- 
fessed in  his  sickness,  did  sore  vex  bis  mind ;  yet, 
being  comforted  by  Mr.  Andrew  Polwart,  Subdean 
of  Glasgow,  he  departed  this  life  in  great  quiet- 
ness *."    Some  of  Qiese  charges  are  ridiculous  and 

•  Spobwood'i  Hist.  p.  303. 
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childish,  and  the  r^  ai«  unf<m&ded  aiid  (i^umiiioas.- 
Tbe  whcde  procedure  of  the  AnsemVfy  in  tlus  case, 
as  detailed  in  the  public  records,  is  TtiaAeik  bf  tan^ 
demess  to  Boyd,  and  regard  to  die  deHtete  eircnitt-' 
stances  in  which  he  was  placed  with  his  r^atieBdJ 
It  is  false  that  the  conunission  to  procure  his  mh^^ 
scripti(»i  was  entrusted  to  Melville,  or  to  a  commit^ 
tee  of  whidi  he  was  one.  '  David' Weemes^  minSstei^ 
of  Glasgow;  was  the  only  indl  viduid  em]Aoyed  in  thk 
business*.  And  two  years  elapsedbetw^enflMtno^ 
iUrti(XD(  and  the  death  of  the  bishbp  f  •  The  stDryMof 
hn' bdng  grieved  on  his^death^bed  at'  hia  Temad^ 
tidii'df  epii^(^mby  is  contradicted  by  what  isinutae* 
diately  added;  for  Fbhrart,  whois  represented  as 
hiid  eomfbrter,  was  a  decided  'anti^piseopailian  t*' 
•The  allusion  to  Melville's  partaking  of  Ae  arch* 
bishop's  hbspitality  is  utterly  unworthy  ni  a  reply.* 
What  is  said  as  to  the  episcopal  titles  is  worse  tttav 
puerile.  There  was  an  act  of  Assembly  dinsding 
that  the  bishops  should  be  addressed  by  tke  same 
titles  as  other  ministers.  In  obedience  to  this  aMi' 
and  in  common  with  all  his  brethren,  MdiviUe  ob*' 
served  this  rule.in  the  public  meetings  of  tlie  diurch  9 
but  he  did  not  think  thcct  the  Assembly  intended  to 

•  Cald.  MS:  vol  ii.  p.  58«. 

t  HIb  sahsaription,  ^  where  lie  williiiglf  ngreed  to  ^the  act  of  Ihr 
Afcembly  made  at  Stirling^  1578/'  was  dated  "  the  8th  day  alJ.wi^-, 
1579.*^  (Cald.  ut  supra.)  And  he  died  in  jTune^  1581.  (Keith's  Soot-' 
Mi  bishops,  p.'155.)  During  the  intenral,  he  was  employed  by  «ll*' 
Asaembly  u  Commissioner  of  Canict,  and  appointed  on  a  committie 
to  present  articles  to  the  King.   (Cald.  ii.  58 7>  642.) 

t  See  before,  p.  138. 
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interdict  or  Interfers  with  the  ordinary  civilities  of 
life,  and  accordingly  made  no  scruple  of  ^ving  the 
bishop  hia  usual  titles  in  private  intercourse.  And 
this  compliance  with  the  rules  of  emartety  must  be 
{vedaced  and  published  as  a  proof  (tf  his  "  uncfrnvr- 
teoH*  forms,"  and  bring  the  blood  of  a  bishop  on  hie 
head,  too  !  He  came  to -Glasgow  at  the  urgent  so- 
licitaticm  of  the  srcbbiafaop,  when  he  had  the  offer 
of.  a  pre&rable  avd  more  lucrative  .sitiiatiQa,. .  Th» 
actire  part  wliich  Boyd  took  in  bringing  him  tbei^l 
Was  with  tfap  view»not  of  conferring  a  favour  oit.ao 
individual,  but  of  benefiting  a  literary  institution); 
and  if  he  was  actuated  by  regard  to  t^e  .pubUcgofldf 
as  I  have  no  doubt  he  was,  he  must  have.cous^iered 
his  exertions,  and  benefactions  as  amply  seweo^cd 
by  the  flonrishiqg  condition  into  which  MelvjJIe 
Inought  that  decayed  university,  and  mustb^ve  dcr. 
rived  far  higher  gratification  £rom  this  than  froiQ 
having  his  ears  tidded  with  vain-glorious  and  high- 
sounding  titles,  for  which  he  never  shewed  that 
doting  fondness  which  his  successor  must  have  felt 
when  he  advanced  so  heavy  a  charge  on  such  weak 
and  miserable  grounds.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
add,  that  the  whole  accusation  of  disrespect  and  in- 
gratitude is  refuted  by  the  most  unexceptionable 
testimony,  that  of  the  bishop's  own  son,  the  learned 
and  excellent  Robert  Boyd  of  Trochrig,  who,  in  his 
fbmily-memoirs,  mentions  the  inviolable  ftiendsbip 
that  subsisted  between  his  father  and  Melville,  and 
records  with  filial  satisfaction  and  [aide  the  hi{^ 
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commendations  which  he  heard  the  latter  bestxnrcn 
the  former  *. 

There  are  too  good  grounds  for  retoMing  on 
Spotswood  the  chaises  which  he  has  so  gilonndlessfy 
aimed  at  another.  He  received  his  education  at  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  while  Melville  was  Principid 
there,  and  James  Melville  was  his  teacher  f .  Yet, 
in  his  history,  he  has  embraced-every  opportunity  of 
tarnishing  the  reputation  of  the  former^  bsoA  has  in- 
jured the  character  of  the  latter  by  retinKng,  ad  trti^ 
a  stander  of  the  most  improbable  kindi  and'Whic^, 
if  he  did  not  know,  he  might  easily  have  ascertain- 
ed, to  be  folse  f . 

From  the  frequent  occasion  that  we  shall  have  in 
the  sequel  to  speak  of  Patrick  Adamson,  it  is  neces- 

*  After  mentiooiog  the  fHencUhip  between  his  ^Ufaer  and  JqIib 
Davidson^  minister  of  Prestonpans^  he  proceeds  to  speak  of  Melville: 
'*  Die  quadam  hunc  ipsum  in  finem  convenissem,  ut  ejus  de  Patre 
meo  sententiam  percontarer,  quern  is  inter  omnes  turn  viventes  optime 
perspectura  habebat^  quippe  a  quo  olim  ipse^  Genera  redientj  obviis 
ulnis  exceptus  fuerat^  et  Academise  Glasguensis  prefectura  meritiBsime 
donatUB,  in  quo  per  annos  aliquot  substitit^  cum  Patre  meo  sanetisn^ 
mtam  eoUns  amiciliam,  poat  cujus  demum  e  vivis  exoessum  in  Acacl»> 
niam  Andreanam  translatus  est :  Respondit,  ex  voto  meo,  et  rei  ip« 
sius  veritate^  pectus  illud  candidissimum,  illius  integritate  virtutique 
luculentum  perhibens  testimonium  lubentissime."  (Robert!  Bodii  a 
Trochoregia  Philotheca :  Wodrow^s  Life  of  Archbishop  Boyd^  j^Sy 
i.  MSS.  vol.  iv.  BibL  Coll.  Glas)  The  account  which  James  Mel- 
ville has  given  of  the  Archbishop^  and  of  his  uncle*8  uninterrupt^ 
intimacy  with  him^  exactly  accords  with  the  above.    Diary,  p.  39. 

t  It  appears  from  his  graduation  that  Spotswood  attended  tbe  Ul)|« 
▼endty  of  Glasgow  at  the  period  referred  to ;  and  Melville,  in  apei^- 
ing  of  I^im  in  his  letters  to  his  nephew,  pientions  him  by  the.de8%« 
nadon  "  your  scholar."     (Melvini  Epistols,  p.  89.) 

X  Hist  p.  403. 
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wry  to  give  a  abort  aecmmt  of  his  conduct  at  thia 
period.  He  was  nunistw  of  Paisley  when  iJie  quea- 
.tions  reepectiDg  tke  goTenuoeBt  of  the  church  hegan 
to  be  publicly  agitated,  and  profesaed  a  iiearty  con- 
GVrreuce  with  the  views  of  Melville,  whose  society 
i)tB  courted.  The  latter,  however,  always  suspected 
hia  aiucerity,  or  at  least  his  steadiness,  and  remark- 
jed  to  his  confidential  friends,  that  Adamsou,  as  well 
^s  Cuuinghame  *,  was  too  courtly  to  remain  attach- 
^  to  the  cause  f .  In  the  course  of  the  year  I57fi, 
he  left  lya  diaige  at  Faialey,  and  became  diaplain 
to  the  Regent ;  in  the  eipectation,  and  indeed  with 
the  assurance,  that  he  would  obtain  prefermentin 
the  church,  as  soon  as  a  fit  opportunity  presented  it- 
self |.  The  see  of  St.  Andrews  was  at  that  time 
vacant,  but  it  was  necessary  to  proceed  with  caution 
in  filling  it,  as  tJie  church  had  declared  against  the 
corruptions  of  the  episcopal  function.-  In  October, 
1576,  the  General  Assembly  was  informed  that 
Adamson  was  presented  to  that  bishopric,  upon 
which  occasion  he  came  forward,  and  declared  that 
lie  did  not  intend  to  make  use  of  his  presenta- 

*  See  iboTe,  p.  132.  f  Melrille'i  Diary,  p.  43,  *B. 

t  "  Ane  letter  m^  to  mabter  Patrick  Adanuoue,  minUter  of 
Ooddiiwordin  ;eIiitdRegenti(hoiiie,of  anegift  ofanzelrliependoun 
ofyeiownie  of  thretacnilreth  pundis  money  of  yiiTealme  afurtc  of  ye 
mperplns  of  benefices  and  ye  thriddis  thairof  not  assignit  to  the  *ua- 
teniatloun  of  vthena  mituRterii  during  all  the  dayia  of  hia  lyfe,  at 
Mat  ay  and  quhil'  be  be  provydit  luffldentlie  of  benefice,  penaionn 
ftmh  of  benefice,  or  vtherwayg  to  the  yeirlie  rait  and  availl  of  ye  uld 
pendtnn  and  aowme  thairoff,  &c.  At  Dalkeith,  Jun.  \S,  iifi." 
(Regiater  of  Prifie  Seal,  vd.  xlii.  fol.  7.) 
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tion*.  But  before  ihe  jD»3rt  ^mtttitf g . of . AaaeinWy 
he  had  prociured  his  electioii,  asiilwa»  admitted  Ardir 
biabopof  St.  Andvewv^and  FnM^nt^  Scotbmd 
The  oraft  with  which  he  iiccbmpUshed  hia  amtntaoue 
views :  ezeited  ihe  imCgnation  of  his^hiretfareB  wmA 
the  raillery  of  the  eouitieiBw  i.  He 'had  m  fajroiirite 
phrase^  which  he  often  tued  in  Ihia  Mmons^  'SRitf 
prophet  would  mean  here.  When  the  fact  of  his 
being  mafda  :Primate  first  tranapiredi^  Motttgoaiitzy, 
the  court^poet^  eaaelaimed :  ^  For  s^  oflkiA  lus-l  Aa«e 
been  told  ^haiiJbjp^ei^ik/ iMicM 
what<heffattynieant>till'nowf/'  Aftemnudi  diift- 
ing  Bid  ^tergiiiitrMrtdott^  which  we  cannot  heto  etop 
to  rehUe^  Adamaon  aufasmtted  to  the  deteroiiaartiona 

'  I  if  ji  •     ?  f        '  ■    ",        '  1  '  !  "■       *  ."■■»"•,■..  .  .  •  ■       )' 

li 

•  Bflik«ftheUlilv^Kirk^p.60.  C^OA.  MSiVol.fi.  p.  «0i.  •fV^ 
▼erthelei^''.  s^fs  tlmfin  Mdvttlfj  '^er  4i«  na» ;  >hq»»Ii^,  |ie  4ipi 
aeiait  Kard^  ai^  fas^  on  the  bischopr^^  wharby  all  gosioprie  ged  ^ 
betWih'hifn  and  M^  uncle  Mr.  Andro.^'  (Diary/  p.  4^.)  SpoUwood 
•a]ft»  that  AAunadn  atiMhsv^y  ^  that  he  ivm  dfsehargM  "by  th^Be^ 
gt«t  to  afoij^  the  office  otherwiae  tliao  was  appointiBd  hy  newm^  cob* 
aent  of  the  CJiurch  and  Estate."  (Hist.  p.  277.)  ,  But  h#  appj^ara  to 
have  eonfotmded  the  answers  returned  at  two  different  times  by  Adun« 
aoii.  (BaO^'of  UbiYersal  Kirk^  p.  (19.  eonip.  p.  46.)  In  the  MS.  copy 
of  Spotswood'a  History^  immediately  after  the  above  qaoiati«D>  it  fti 
added, — ''  in  the  bishopriok^  wherein  if  it  should  please  the  King  »xA 
Estates  to  ihake  any  reformation^  he  should  consent  with  the  first 
thereunto."  (Wodrow's  Life  of  Archbishop  Adamson,  p.  15,  MSI^ 
Bibl.  CoU.  Oks.  iwL  iv.)  This  refers  to  the  suheequeot  A»^^pfS^  of 
the  Church  with  Adamson ;  as  to  which  James  Melville  says :  **  Aa 
he  was  wonderf ull  craf tie  he  offerit  to  lay  down  all  at  Ihe  feit  of  the 
bretheiing,  aod  be  ordourit  at  the  pleasure  of  the  aaaemblie,  whoir* 
aone  the  aam  was  throuehe  and  at  a  point  with  the  mater  of  the  po» 
lide,  and  sa  with  fear  promises  drifted  and  pat  off  till  he  gat 
tyme."    (Diary,  p*  47.) 

t  Melville's  Diary^  p.  46. 
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of  the  OAenl  AnenUf ,  siul  sabMribed  to  aU  tbe 
leadiog  iat]de»  in  the  Book  of  Discipline  amceming 
iepiaeopuef  aad ecdegiaatical goremmcnt ;  butitwM' 
too  mppttreat  from  the  whole  of  his  conduct  that  his 
profeaskiBS  were  lUmuy  and  bjipoeritical  *.  Cno* 
ningfaame,  who  sueeteded  him  as  ch^ain  to  the' 
Regent,  was  aoon  after  advanced  to  the  bishopric  of 
Aberdeenf.         '  '■'     ■ 

The  came  tirta  of  eoFniptiOD,  by  whieh  the  court 
detafAed'AdMuon  and  CanmBghame  tttOD  tbe  casae 
of  Presbytery,  wem  tried  on  •iM^Me.  We  haw  > 
ahieady  teen  the  advBiiceH  made  and'  the  fTospeeU'- 
held  out  to  bim  on  the  part  of  the  Rf^^t,  at  his  ■ 
arrival  in  Scotland  f .  '  Upon  the  death  of'  Douglas, 
the  archbishopric  of  St.  Andrews  was  intended  for 
him,  and  it  was  not  until  all  hopes  of  his  «omplyltig 
with  the  conrt-measnrea  had  filled,  that  it  was  be^ 
stowed  on  Adamson  j.  He  was  next  offered  the  ridi 
benefice  of  Govan,  on  the  condition  of  his  desisting 
fivm  opposition  to  the  tnshi^.  TMs  offkf  he  at 
once  rejected;  but  as  the  parish  lay  in  the  vici- 
nity <^  Glasgow,  and  could  be  served  by  the  profes- 
sors, he  used  all  his  influence  to  have  the  livipg  an- 
nexed to  the  University.     Ilie  Regent  kept  it  in 

•  Bulk  of  tbe  Vtdy.  KM.  pp.  at.  »D.  100.    CM.  MS,  vol.  U. 
jif.  <I0.  MA.  MS.  S3e.    Helville'i  Dkrj,  p.  49.    A  giwt  put  of  the 

pnocdim  of  tbe  AMcmbl;  mpectiag  tbe  bubdpi  u  wanting  In  the 
reeordt,  in  emuecftttnet  of  the  leavn  hiving  been  torn  oat  bf  Ansa 
and  Adamaon  during  their  tdmiaiatratjm.  (CaU.  li.  <M.  MS.  tao. 
««.)  ■       ■    - 

t  Helnlle'a  Diary,  p.  4S.  t  Stt$ion,'p^H. 

I  MelTflle'a  Diary,  p.  38.  -    '  i  '   ^  . ..  : 

VOL.  1.  L 
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kis  own  hftnds  for  two  years,  giving  out  that  the  Pria-% 
dpaly  *'  by  Iiis  new  opinions  and  over-sea  dreams^'* 
defrauded  the  College  of  this  valuable  addition  to 
ka  slender  revenues.  Nor  were  there  wanting  some 
individuals  coinnected  with  the  University  who  mur^ 
mured  against  him  on  this  aoeountt  and  wounded  his 
feelings  by  reflections  equally  illiberal  and  uij^ust 
But  as  his  independence  of  mind  had  prompted  him 
to  reject  personal  favours,  so  his  firnmess  and  con- 
scious integrity  enaUed  him  to  disregard  such,  un^ 
merited  imputations,  and  he  continued  steadily  to 
pursue  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  line  oi  his 
duty*. 

.  In  .October,  1577»  the  Regent  sent  a  message  to 
the  General  Assembly,  informing  them  that  the  Pro- 
testants of  Germany  intended  to  hold  a  General 
Cknmcil  at  Magdeburgh  for  establishing  the  Augs- 
bukg  Confession^  at  which  they  wished  deputies  £f<»|i 
the  different  Protestant  countries  to  be  present ;  d^ 
siring  the  Assembly  to  name  such  individual^  as 
th^y  judged  most  proper  for  that  employment ;  aad 
promising  that  he  would  defray  ibe  expenses  cf 
their  journey.  The  Assembly  nominated .  eight  el 
theli^  number,  and  left  it  to  the  Regent  to  sdeot 
from  them  such  as  he  thought  most  fit  for  the  em- 
bassy. He  accordingly  fixed  on  Mdiville,  Arbuth- 
not,  and  George  Hay  f .    But  whether  he  grui%ed 

.    *  MelTille's  Diary^  pp.  43^  4*. 

f  The  other  individuALi  named  hy  the  Assemhly^  and  who  on 
this  account  may  he  considered  as  the  ablest  among  the  ministers, 
were  Adamson,  Cunningharoe^  Pont,  Christiaon,  and  David  Lindaay. 
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(tie  expenses  which  would  have  been  incurred,  or 
had,  from  the  first,  intended  merely  to  pay  a  com- 
pliment to  ^M  church  and  the  indmduala  selected, 
it  is  certain  that  Morton,  tlthoogh  tn^ed  by  tile 
Assemhly,  took  no  farther  step  in  that  afiair*. 

When  he  B8W  that  Melville  could  not  be  bribed  or 
flattered,  the  R^ent  Tiezt  attempted  to  orerawe  him 
by  anthority,  and  to  work  on  his  fears  by  threaten- 
ing to  proceed  against  him  for  treason.  Whilethe 
AssemUy  were  taking  some  raeasuree  that  were  dis- 
^[retiabte  to  him;  he  onedaysent  fbrMelviUetohis 
ehaibber.  After  discoursing  for  seme  tine  ob  the 
hnportance  of  preserving  the  peace  of  the  cbnirch 
find  kingdom,  he  beg;aa  to  complain  thaH  the  public 
tranqnfllity  was  in  danger  from  certain  penons, 
Who  sought  to  introduce  their  own  private  conoeitB 
and  foragn  laws  on  points  Of  ecclesiastical  goreni- 
roent.  Melville  explained,  by  telling  his  Grace,  diat 
he  and  his  brethren  took  ihe  Sci^turea,  and  not  thef  r 
own  fenciefl  oe  the  model  of  any  fbraign  chufch,  for 
the  nlle  and  standard  of  the  ditdpline  which  they 
defended.  Morton  said,  that  the  General  Assembly- 
was  8  convocation  of  the  King's  Itegesi  and  that  it 
was  treasonable  for  them  to  «ieet  without 'his  aUow- 
anee.  To  this  Melville  answered,  that,  -  if  it  vtrere  so. 
flien  Christ  and  his  apostles  must  hare  been  guilty 
of  treason,  for  they  conVocated  hundreds  -and  thou- 
sands, and  taught  and  governed  them,  without  ask- 
ing the  permission  of  magistrates ;  and  -yet  -they 

*  Bulk  el  the  Unir.  Kiik^  p.  TS.    Melville'i  Dnij,  p.  is. 
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were  obedient  subjects,  and  commanded  the  people 
to  give  what  was  due  unto  Caasar.  Having  appeal- 
^  in  proof  of  this  assertion  to  the  Acts  iff  the  Apos^ 
tieSy  the  Regent  replied  scornfully,  **  Read  ye  ever 
such  an  Act  as  we  did  at  St  Johnston?"  refer- 
ring to  the  armed  resistance  which  the  Lords  of  the 
C!ongregation  made  to  the  Queen  R^nt  at  Perth 
in  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation.  "  My  Lord," 
answered  Melville,  **  if  ye  be  ashamed  of  that  act, 
Christ  will  be  ashamed  of  you.^  He  added,  ^  that 
in  a  great  crisis  the  conduct  of  men  was  not  to  be 
rigidly  scanned  by  common  rules,  and  actions  which 
in  other  circumstances  would  be  highly  censurable, 
may  be  excused  and  even  approved ;  as  our  Saviour 
virtually  justified  those  who  introduced  to  him  a  pal- 
sied invalid  by  the  roof  of  a  house,  without  waiting 
the  permission  of  the  proprietor.  At  that  time  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  sulSered  violence,  and  all  men 
pressed  into  it,  without  asking  the  leave  of  prince 
or  emperor.'  The  Regent,  biting  the  head  of  his 
staff,  exclaimed  in  a  tone  of  half-suppressed  in* 
dignation,  which  few  who  were  acquainted  with 
his  manner  and  temper  could  hear  without  alarm : 
"  There  will  never  be  quietness  in  this  country  till 
balf-a-dozen  of  you  be  hanged  or  banished  the  coun- 
try."— "  Tush,  Sir,"  replied  Melville, "  threaten  your 
courtiers  after  that  manner.  It  is  the  same  to  me 
whether  I  rot  in  the  air  or  in  the  ground.  The 
earth  is  the  Lord's.  Patria  est  ubicunque  est  bene. 
I  have  been  ready  to  give  my  life  where  it  would 
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not  have  been  half  so  well  wared  *,  at  the  pleasure 
of  my  God.  I  have  lived  out  of  your  country  tea 
years  as  welt  as  in  it  Let  (rod  be  glorified :  it  will 
not  be  io  your  power  to  hang  or  exile  his  truth  f." 
The  wisest  of  men  are  apt  to  become  intoxicated 
with  power.  Morton  poesessed  great  political  saga- 
mty ;  yet  he  overlooked  the  critical  situation  in 
which  he  stood  as  entrusted  with  delegated'  and 
temporary  authority.  The  nobles  envied  his  j^'eat- 
nesB,  and  were  irritated  by  the  severe  impartiality 
with  which  he  repressed  their  turbulence  ;  the  com- 
mons felt  oppressed  by  the  monopolies  in  trade  which 
he  had'*granted  in  order  to  avoid  the  necessity  of 
having  recourse  to  direct  taxation  ;  his  austere  and 
supercilious  treatment  of  the  ministers  of  the  church 
cooled  their  attachment  to  his  administration ;  and 
he  bad  neglected  to  secure  the  fidelity  of  those 
who  were  placed  about  the  person  of  the  young 
king.  In  these  circumstances  a  party  of  discontent- 
ed nobles  having  gained  access  to  the  prince,  per- 
suaded him,  although  only  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his 
age,  to  assume  the  government;  and  so  strongly 
did  public  opinion  incline  to  the  change,  that  Mor- 
ton judged  it  prudent  to  give  way  to  it,  and  formal- 
ly resigned  the  regency  |.     It  was  not  long  till  the 

•  Expended. 

f  Mt^lBel  DUry,  p.  Se.  Referring  to  Hortmi'a  ihretU  ag*init 
Urn,  lii«  nephew  ujji — "  Manie  ncljk  hea  be  hud,  and  fir  ma  re* 
parted  iu  mair  ferfbll  form,  bot  for  til  nerer  jaiged  «  Jot  ather  from 
the  labatance  of  the  cauae,  or  forme  of  proodding  tharin."    fb. 

t  He  TciigDed  the  Tcgenej  on  the  0th  of  March  lS7jj  "  he  Being 

leearie  ofye  bttrding  tkairvf,  and  be  Ui  eameat  cair  and  travell  takin 

l3 
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new  counsellors  became  unpopidar  \  and  Mortoni 
taking  advantage  df  this  stidden  turn  of  public  £eA^ 
ingf  re-appeared  at  court,  and,  witiitout  tlie  inyidioiis 
title  of  regent,  regained  his  former  influence.  Bat» 
after  what  had  happened,  it  could  not'  be  staUo  or 
permanent;  and  his  adversaries,  by  imsiinuating  tbeaft* 
selves  into  th^  royal  favour,  undermined  his  autho* 
rity  and  precipitated  his  fall. 

Hiese  revolutions  in  the- political  admiBigtratioB 
of  the  kingdom  were  so  far  favourable  to  the  cfaurch* 
Had  Morton's  authority  remtuned  undktarbed,  or 
had'  the  adverse  facti^d  not  felt  the  necesai^  c^ 
strengthening  themselves  against  him,  it  ia  not  irn^ 
probaUiB  that  force  would  have  be^i  emplc^ed  to 
st^  thoise  ecclesiastical  proceedings  to  whidi  both 
parties  were-  equally  averse.  The  King,  by  the  ad« 
vice  of  his  counsellors,  returned  a  very  gracious 
answer  to  the  General  Assembly,  when  they  pre* 
sented  the  Book  of  Discipline  to  him  upon  his  as^ 
sumption  of  the  government ;  and  at  a  conference 
held  at  Edinburgh  between  commissioners  from  the 
privy  council  and  the  church,  all  the  heads  of  that 
book  were  agreed  to,  with  the  exception  of  four 
which  were  subsequently  explained  by  the  Assem-* 
bly  *,     But  when  laid  before  the  ensuing  meeting 

thairin.  As  also  be  ressoun  of  his  great  age^  being  now  past  thresooir 
ane  Zjdri&  And  y'with  being  in  his  persoun  seiklie  and  Ynhabin" 
&C.  (Record  of  Privy  Seal,  vol.  45.  fol.  56.)  In  Sept  11,  1578,  be 
obtained  a  license  to  seek  "  in  foreign  countries'*  a  remedy  for  his 
<'  infirmities  and  diseases."    (Ibid.  fol.  79.) 

•  Bulk  of  the  Univ  Kirk,  p.  76,  77.     Melville's  Diary,  p.  49.  The 
minutes  of  tlie  conference  which  was  held  at  Edinburgh,  June  23, 
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of  parilament,  its  ratification  was  evaded,  and  a  com- 
mittee ^ipointed  to  re-examine  it,  l^  vhose  pro- 
ceedings the  whole  subject  was  thrown  loose,  and 
poiate  formerly  conceded  were  again  brought  into 
debate  *.  The  reconciliatiMi  of  the  two  pc^tical 
partiM  was  chiefly  effected  by  ihe  iafluenee  .oS  the 
drath,  whkh  wae  treated  as  mediatOTa  hare  often 
be^i  f ;  and  the  General  AssemUy  a«on  after  receiv- 
ed a  letter  from  the  king  .(touched  in  l^iguage  very 
ilifferent  from  die  reply  whidt  he  had  at  first  return, 
ed  to  -their  dieputies  ^    - 

In  the  midst' of'  these  changes  of  men  and  mea- 
flures,  the  country  Buffered  aserereloBsby  tbedeath 
of  the  ChanceUor  Glamaus,  who  was  easually  akaio 
in  one  of  those  afiray«  which  were  then  so  frequent 
among  the  retainers  of  the  nobility.  He  was  aoo- 
-bleman  of  great  wisdom  and  int^rity,  a  patron  of 
learning,  and  a  sincere  iriend  to  the  reformed  reli- 
gion §.  With  the  view  of  Inringing  the  disputes  on 
diurch-govermnait  to  an  amicable  a^nstment*  he 

ItlS,  wen  tont  out  of  the  i^juter  of  (lie  Genenl  Aueanbly.  (CaM. 
MS.  vol.  U.  pp.  53!)— «il.) 

*  Ctld.  MS.  vol.  ii.  pp.  A45-6.  The  whole  proceeding*  of  thia 
committee,  which  met  at  StirUng,  Dec  9^—29,  15Ta,  are  inierted 
CaU.  Dt  aap.  ppL  Hft— ATT.  In  Spotawood'a  Hiatorr,  (pp.  989— SOI.), 
their  opinion  of  the  aeveral  pntpotitioni  in  the  Book  of  Discipline  ta 
pjnted  on  the  margin,  but  inttccoratel;  in  aeTertl  initaocea. 
f  Cald.  u.  H9.  X  lt>i(l-  F>  '''&■    SpoUv.  308. 

$  The  fbUowing  epita^  wu  compooed  by  MelvfUe  on  the  Cban- 
cdlot,  wboae  name  wu  Xjym : 

Tu,  Leo  magne,  jaces  ingloritu  i  ei^  nianebuDt 
Qualia  fata  canes  ?  qualia  fats  suea  i 

(Mel<dlle'>Diary,p.  iT.) 
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Jiad  carried  on  an  epistolary  ccurrespoiidenee  with 
Beza,  who  composed  a  short  treatise  in  answer  to 
the  queries  which  the  ChanceUor  proposed  to  him 
on  that  subject*  These  queries  fonn  a  very  import- 
ant document.  They  shew  that  the  oppos^rs  of  the 
Presbyterian  polity  did  not  merely  object  to  some  of 
the  distinguishing  features  and  subordinate  partfl  of 
the  system,  but  tiiat  th^y  were  in  reality  averse  to 
the  whcde  discipline  and  jurisdiction  of  the  church, 
and  aimed  at  subjecting  the  freedom  of  h&t  assem- 
blies, and  the  validity  of  her  sentences,  to  tihe  arbi- 
trary will  and  determination  of  the  court*  Besa 
proved  himself  a  true  friend  to  the  church  of  Soot- 
land  on  this  occasion.  His  judgment  on  all  the 
questions  submitted  to  him  was  decidedly  in  favour 
oCtbie  principles  laid  down  in  the  Book  of  Discipline ; 
and  aS:  his  treatise  was  printed  and  soon  after  trans- 
lated into  English,  the  authority  of  his  name  and 
the  force  of  his  arguments  had  gi^t  influence  on 
the  public  mind  *. 

*'  During  these  contentions  in  the  'state,  (sap 
3potswood)  Mr.  Andrew  Melvil  held  the  churdi 
busied  with  the  matter  of  policy.''  The  letters 
which  he  wrote  abqut  this  time  certainly  shew  that 
he  was  neither  idle  nor  indifferent  in  this  busi- 
ness. In  a  letter  addressed  to  John  Row  he  ^- 
presses  great  anxiety  to  learn  the  particulars  of  the 
conference,  or  **  archiepiscopal  skirmishing,''  as  he 
calls  it,  at  Stirling  f.     In  another  letter,  addressed 

•  See  Note  T. 

1 15  Cal.  Feb.  1578.    M&  in  Bibl.  Jurid.  Edin.  M.  6.  9. 
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to  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  he  adverts,  in  his  lively 
mamo't  to  flie  cfmtinual  bostle  in  which  he  and  his 
biathren  had  bee^  kept  by  attending  to  diis  afieir. 
**  What  shall  I  say  on  the  Bnbject  of  the  ecclesiBsti- 
ml  disdpliw^'ifl'Whkh  ve  have  laboured  ho  sedu- 
lously but  wMi  so  lifeUe  success?  Shall  I  teB  you 
vhat  we  have  done  during  this  and  ^e  preceding 
year,  when- called  Boinetinjce  t^  Stirting  and  some- 
.time*-  to  Edinburgh,  now  by  letters  fnAn  the  King 
and  then  by  letters  fmm' the  Council,  atone  time  by 
aaorder  from  the  Estates  and  at  anoth«  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  Aasemblies  of  the  chuKh?  Shall  I 
rwrite  of  our  dmngs  in  Augost  last,  durmg  the 
whole  of  October,  and  In  the  ovocse  oi  the  present 
month*?"  To  his  friend  Bern fhtf  gives  a  more 
precise  accoimt  of  the  sentiments  <^  th«ir  oj^Hmts, 
and  the  true  ca«see  'Whidi'  Mndered-  Che  estebliah- 
meut  of  the  disciplinet  "  Those  who  have  grown 
rich  by  sacril^^  aad  loaded  Uiemselves  with  tite 
spoils  of  Christ,  deny  that  eccleeiastieal  discipline 
is  to  be  derived  from  the  w<h^  of  God  and  to  be  exe- 
cuted by  the  interpreters  of  Scripture.  They  wish 
to  have  it  moulded  entirely  acc(mling  to  the  dictates 
of  human  reason,  and  transferred  to  the  cognizance 
4^  the  civil  magistrate.  They  insist  that  the  work 
trf  firaming  an  eccle8iaati<»l  polity  shall  be  commit- 
ted to  wrangling  lawyers,  and  to  persons  that  are 


■  i  8q>L  IfiTS.    MS.  ut  supra. 

t  Mdnlle  recciTed  letten  from  Beza  about  tbit  time,  thoti|^  I 
hare  not  met  with  any  of  tbnu.     (Diar;,  p.  U;)] 
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illiterate,  or  at  least  unskilled  in  dirine  things.  And 
mer^y  because  they  belong  to  the  diurcfa,  thejr  jsuas^ 
tain  that  sudi  persons  have  authority  and  ponser^not 
onlyto  give  their  apjuobation  to  what  has  been  rights 
ly  done  by  presbyteries  constituted  acemrdibg  to  the 
word  of  Ood,  but  also  to  sit  themselves  as  judges  in 
saered  causes,  and  to  rescind  at  their  pleasure  the 
-sentences    and    constitutions  of    the  doctors  aiMl 
pastors/'    In  anoth^  letter  to  the  same  individual^ 
he  says :  ^^  We  have  now  for  five  years  unaMatoined. 
-a  war&re  against  psendo-episaqMicgr,  and  have  not 
ceased  to  uj!ge  the  adc^ion  of  a  strict  discijdine. 
We  have  presented  to  his  Majesty,  and  the  three 
Estates  of  the  kingdom,  at  different  times,  and  re- 
cently to  the  Parliament  which  is  now  sitting,  afoiia 
of  discipline  to  be  enacted  and  con&rmed  by  piddip 
authority.     The  king  is  favourably  inclined  to  us; 
ahnost  all  the  nobility  are  averse.     They  compkin 
that  if  pseudo-episcopacy  be  abolished,  the  state  of 
the  kingdom  will  be  overturned  ;  if  presb}rterie8  be 
established,  the  royal  authority  will  be  diminished ; 
if  the  ecclesiastical  goods  are  restored  to  their  l^fi- 
timate  use,  the  royal  treasury  will  be  exhausted. 
They  plead  that  bishops,  with  abbots  and  priors^ 
form  the  third  estate  in  parliament,  that  all  juris* 
diction,  ecclesiastical  as  well  as  civil,  pertains  solefy 
to  the  king  imd  his  council,  and  that  the  whole  of 
the  ecclesiastical  property  should  go  into  the  ex- 
chequer.    In  many  this  way  of  speaking  and  think- 
ing may  be  traced  to  ignorance ;   in  more  to  a  fla- 
gitious life  and  bad  morals ;   in  almost  all  to  a  de- 
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ure  of  iMfk^  sudi  of  the  diurdi  proper^  ai  yet 
remain^  aad  the  dread  of  loring  what  they  have  al- 
ready got  into  thear  poBseeaioiL  They  abo  indst 
that  the  sentcoce  of  excranmnHicatioii  ahall  not  be 
bald  valid  until  it  has  beem  ^proved  by  the  Icing's 
cmmcil  after  tddng  oegnaaance  ol  the  csose.  For« 
■being  cotucioas  of  thdr  own  vices,  they  are  afraid 
of  the  sentence:  of  the  preibytery,  not  so  much 
from  the  awe  in  which  they  ^tand  of  the  divine 
Jodgmeaati  as  from  telror  of  the  civil  penalttetf^ 
which,  aeoarding  to  the  laws  and  custom  of  our 
country,  accompany  the  sentence  of  exocHnniuniea- 
tiw.  In  fine,  whde  they  judge  aooording  to  the 
dictates  of  the  carnal  nund  inetead  of  the  revealed 
will  «f  God,  they  desire  to  have  eveiry  tbing  done 
by  the  authority  of  a  single  biahop  and  pwpetual 
ovoseer  <tf  the  churches,  rather  than  by  the  com- 
mon sentence  6f  jwesbyters  possessiDg  equal  an- 
thority.  May  God  shew  moHiy  to  his  church,  and 
fonove  these  evils  *." 

.  Fnnn  the  manner  in  which  Melville  mentions 
the  dvil  penalties  that  aecon^ooied  ezctMonnmica- 
tino,  it  is  evident  that  he  did  not  look  upon  them 
as  ftHrming  any  part  of  the  ecclesiastical  discipline, 
or  even  as  a  necessary  f^pendage  to  it  The  laws 
^tacting  them  were  allowed  to  remain  in  force  at 
the  time  of  the  Reformation,  and  they  afiforded  the 
mo^  plausible  pretext  for  the  control  which  the 


*  A.  M-  Th.  Bczs,  Cti.  Octob.  UTB;  and  IcT.  Novemb.  1579. 
MS.  at  npn- 


156  LIFE  OF  ANDREW  MELVILLE. 

court  claimed  over  the  sentences  of  the  church*  It- 
was^  however,  only  a  pretext ;  for  the  government 
suspended  the  execution  of  these  laws  whenever 
they  pleased,  and  the  legislature  had  it  in  their 
power  at  any  time  to  abrogate  them  entiiely.  Some 
of  the  ministera  would  have  been  pleased  with  their 
abrogation  *.  Such  of  them  as  wished  for  their 
continuance  were  diiefly  influenced  by  two  TeasoD» ; 
firsts  the  government  was  extremely  remiss- and 
partial  in  proceeding  against  certain  vices  and 
crimes  which  merited  civil  pumshment»  and  of 
which  the  church-courts  took  regular  cognisance  as 
scandals,;  and^-  secondly,  they  reckoned  the  penal 
laws  necessary  as  a  protection  against  the  attempts 
of  thjQ.  papists,  whom  the  court  was  too  frequently 
disposed  to  favour.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
they  were  one  means  of  saving  the  country  from 
the  popish  conspiracies  about  the  tiine  of  the  Span- 
ish Armada ;  but  still  they  were  radically  wrong, 
capable  of  being  made  an  engine  of  the  grossest 
persecution^  and  consequently  were  wisely  and  hap- 
pily abolished  at  a  subsequent  period. 

Amidst  these  important  occupations,  the  General 
Assembly  found  leisure  to  attend  to  the  interests 
of  learning.  In  March,  1575»  they  enacted  that  no 
person  unacquainted  with  the  Latin  language, 
should  afterwards  be  admitted  to  the  ministry,  un- 
less he  was  distinguished  by  a  more  than  ordinary 
degree  of  natural  gifts  and  of  piety.     At  their  sub- 

*  Calderwood^  Altare  Damasc.  pp.  318-13.    Edit.  2. 
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sequent  meeting  they  petitioned  the  Regent  in  be- 
half of  schools  and  colleges,  and  requested  him  to 
make  provision  for  such  young  men  of  talents  as 
the  church  should  think  prop^  to  send  to  foreign 
universities  to  complete  their  education.  Behig  in- 
formed by  Melville,  that  a  leaned  printer,  who  had 
been  obliged  to  leave  France  fbi^' the  sake  of  reli- 
^on,  was  willing  to  settle  iil  Scotland,  trnd  promis- 
ed to  proctuv  a  regular  supply  of  all  books  printed 
In  France  and  Germany,  they  warmly  recohunended 
It  to  the  Regent  to  grant  him  the  pension  which 
he  demanded.  It  is  probable  that  the'  indlf  idual 
referred  to  was  Andrew  Wechel,  whose  festablish- 
iment  in  this  country  wt>nld  have  beed  highly  &- 
Tourable  to  its  literatnre.  Iliere  Is  reason  to  think 
that  the  parsimony  of  Morton  defeated  the  enBght- 
ened  plan  of  the  Assembly.  Some  years  iftet  we 
find  them  applying  to  the  King  to  procuiiB  Vftul- 
trollier,  Emother  printer,  who  accordingly  came  and 
remained  for  a  short  time  in  the  Muntry.  It  was 
also  under  their  patronage  and  special  direction, 
that  the  first  edition  of  the  Bible  printed  in  Scot- 
land was  undertaken,  and  made  its  aj^earimce  in 
the  year  1579  •. 

Another  important  object  which  engaged  the 
Assembly's  attention  at  ibis  time  was  the  reforma- 
tion and  new-modelling  of  the  universities.  Met- 
Tille  had  contemplated  this  measure  eVer  since  his 
settlement  at  Glasgow.     In  the  year  1575,  he  had 
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a  meeting  with  Aleoumder  Arbuthnot,  the  kamed 
and  amiable  Principal  of  King's  C!allege>  Aberdeei^ 
at  which  they  agreed  on  a  new  constitulion  fiwrtfae 
sexninaries  over  which  they  reqiectirely  pneaided  ff. 
But  he  was  still  more  impressed  with  the  kapoirb 
ance  of  improring  the  university  of  St  Andrein^ 
which  surpassed  the  other  two  in  revenue  and  in 
the  number  of  students.  The  most  eligible  pl^ 
for  attaining  this  object  formed  the  topic  of  sericnii 
inquiry  in  consultations  held  between  him  and 
Tliomas  Smeton^  mimster  of  Paisl^f.  Melville 
used  all  his  influence  with  the  leading  poreonft  in 
church  and  state  to  accomplish  this  favourite  de- 
sign; and  he  had  at  length  the  satisfiacticai  to  see 
the  new  constitution  of  the  University  of  St  An-^ 
drews  approved  of  by  the  General  Assembly  and 
ratified  by  Parliament.  A  more  particular  account 
of  it  will  be  afterwards  given :  at  present  I  shaU 
merely  advert  to  one  part  of  the  plan«  St  Mary's 
or  the  New  College  was  converted  entirely  into  a 
school  of  divinity^  in  which  provision  was  made  fiit 
a  complete  course  of  theological  instruction, 
professorships  were  instituted  in  it;  one  for 
ental  languages,   three  for  the  critical  intarpretai 

*  **  Efter  the  Assemblie  we  past  to  Anguss  in  companie  w^  Blr. 
Alex'.  Arbuthnot,  a  man  of  singular  gifts  of  leming,  wisdome,  god- 
linets  and  sweitnes  of  nature,  then  prindpaH  of  the  college  of  Aber^i 
dioj  whomwith  Mr.  Andro  commimicat  anent  ye  ovdor  of  his  oqlkg^ 
Ui  doctrine  and  discipline ;  and  aggreit  as  y'efter  was  sett  down  in 
the  new  reforroation  of  the  said  College  of  Glasgow  and  Aberdein.' 
Melville*s  Diary,  p.  43. 

t  Ibid.  p.  58. 
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tion  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and  one  for 
syBtematk;  theology*. 

There  was  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  person  who 
w«B  beet  qualified  for  being  placed  at  the  head  of 
Ae  new  theological  college.  In  October,  1580,  ibe 
Kk^  directed  a  letter  to  the  General  Aaaembly,  r&- 
questing  t^em  to  concur  with  him  in  translating 
Heiville  to  St.  Andrews,  and  appointing  Smeton  to 
fill  his'  place  at  Glasgow.  Contriderable  oppMition 
was  at  first  made  to  this  proposals  The  tran^ataon 
of  Melville  was  warmly  opposed  by  the  University 
ai  OlaBgow.  He  was  himself  averse  to  leave  a  se- 
minary which  had  flourished  so  greatly  under  his 
care,  and  to  disoblige  its  patrons,  who  had  treated 
him  with  the  utmost  kindness  and  wore  willing  to 
do  every  thing  in  dielr  power  to  make  his  situation 
more  easy  and  comfortable.  Nor  could  be  be  ^to* 
getber  indifferent  to  the  difficulties  wbich  he  might 
expect  to  meet  with  at  St.  Andrews  f.  Smeton's 
^^iutment  to  he  his  successor  was  also  opposed 
by  several  members,  who  scmpled  at  the  idea  of 
taking  a  minister  &om  a  congr^i;ation  imd  ap- 
pointing him  to  exercise  the  doctoral  instead  of  the 
pastoral  office.  The  Assembly  first  resolved,  that 
they  might  concur  with  his  Majesty  in  translating 
teachers  of  divinity  from  one  imiversity  to  another. 
At  a  subsequent  session  they  agreed,  that  it  was 
lawful  in  certain  circumstances  to  require  a  pastor. 


■  AcU  of  tbe  Parliamenta  bt  Scotland,  toL  iu.  pp.  ITS^ISS. 
t  Hdniii  EpUtolc,  p.  TO. 
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to  desist  from  his  oflSce,  at  least  for  a  time^  and  to 
devote  himself  to  the  teaching  of  divinity.  Upon 
this  the  Assembly,  *^  for  the  weal  and  universal  pr0fit 
of  the  church  of  God  within  this  realm,''  ordained; 
that,  agreeably  to  the  King's  letter,  Melville  should 
be  translated  to  the  new  College  of  St«  Andrews, 
and  that  Smeton  should  succeed  to  bis  jj^^esent  si^ 
tuation.  From  this  deed,  Andrew  Hay^  aa^  rector 
of  the  University  of  Glasgow,  dissented,  as  he  had 
done  at  the  previous  stages  of  procedme  in  this  af« 
fair.  His  dissent  was  dictated  by  zeal  for  the  pro»^ 
perity  of  the  institution  which  he  governed,  and  by 
attachment  to  Melville,  and  did  not  argue  the  slight- 
est diarespect  to  the  individual  appointed  to  succeed 
him  * 

Legal  measures  were  immediately  taken  to  secure 
a  compliance  with  this  decision,  and  Melville  pre- 
pared  to  remove  from  Glasgow.  This  he  did  with 
less  reluctance,  as  he  devolved  his  charge  upon  his 
most  intimate  friend,  of  whose  learning  and  sound 
principles  he  entertained  the  highest  opinion.  Ha- 
ving formally  resigned  his  office  f ,  he  left  Glasgow, 


*  Bulk  of  Univ.  Rirk^  pp.  99—101.  Cald.  MS.  voL  ii.  pp.  637. 
640.  643. 

t  Smeton's  appointment  to  be  Principal  passed  the  privy  seal  oa 
the  3d  of  January  158 J.  ''  Ane  letter  maid  Makand  mentioun  that 
our  Soverane  Lord  Tnderstanding  that  the  place  of  the  principal  mais- 
ter  within  the  College  of  Glasgow  now  vaikis  be  the  transporting  of 
maister  andro  Mailuile  principall  thairof  for  the  tyme  to  the  new  col- 
lege of  Sanctandrois  and  that  necessar  it  is  to  haif  ane  Idoneua  and 
qualifiit  pcrsoun  clcctit  in  that  place  and  office  that  wilbe  able  to  dis- 
charge his  cure  &  dewtie  thairin  in  tyme  cuming.    And  his  hiencs 
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ia  the  end  of  Ntfrfember,  1580,  "  with  infinite  tears 
on  6Mb  ^idM  ^'  those  iitdiridnals  who  had  at  first 
diBlitod  Uid  apposed  him  bein^  among  the  nkttt 
fonrard  to  testify  their  re^t  4t  his  deporti^  *. 

Melville  was  at  this  time  deprived  of  a  hi^y  re- 
spected friend,  and  the  church  of  a  valuable  pastor, 
1^  the  death  of  John  Row,  who  had  officiated  as  mi- 
nister of  Perth  since  the  establishment  of  the  Re- 
formatioa.  Row  is  entitled  to  notice  as  one  of  the 
revivers  of  the  literature,  dS  well  as  a  reformer  of 
the  religion,  of  bis  native  country.  His  literary  at- 
tainmente  were  very  considerable  for  the  time  at 
which  he  received  his  education ;  and  they  were 
combined  with  much  piety,  candour,  disinterested- 
ness, and  courage,  in  the  cause  of  truth  f .  He  de- 
parted this  life  a  few  days  before  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly  which  decided  on  Melville's  trans- 
lation to  St  Andrews  j: ;  and  the  town  of  Perth  in- 

bong  iafomiit  of  the  literature  uid  qtulificitioun  within  the  CoUege 
rfhislouit  clerk  Mr.Thomu  Smatouufor  luing  of  the  office  ofprin- 
cip«U  maisler  within  the  coUc^  fouMid.  Thurfoi  hei  nominftt  and 
pKwndt  htm  to  the  place  and  ofBce  foiruid  with  all  privtl^M  and 
(lewtiea  pertcaing  tfaaiito.  At  HalyrudbouB  Jan.  3.  1980."  (B^i- 
(CT  of  Privy  Seal.  vol.  xlvii.  foL  61.) 

•  Melville'i  Diary,  p.  Si. 

f  Bannatyne's  Journal,  p.  3ST.  MeWille'B  Diary,  p.  64-  Spotft. 
wood,  HiBt.  311.    Life  of  John  Knox,  vol.  IL  p.  18. 

It  appean  tn>ta  the  following  article  in  the  Inventary  of  goods  be- 
loigli^  to  Thomas  Busendcn,  printer  in  Edinbuigh,  that  Row  waa 
an  anthoT :  "  Item,  ane  Mr  Jahne  mwea  mgnea  of  y*  uciameies,  price, 
xiid."    (ComniEsarj  Recorda  of  Edinburgh.) 

X  Row  died  on  the  IStli  of  October  1580,     (Scott's  HiiL  of  the 
Seottiih  R«fonner«,  p-  ISl-    And  Extracts  from  Roisters  among  Mr. 
Bcott'a  MSS  now  in  the  Advocates'  Library.) 
VOL.  I.  M 
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stantly  petitioned  to  have  his  room  filled  by  Sme- 
ton,  a  circumstance  which  increased  the  opposition 
made  in  the  Assembly  to  the  settlement  of  the  lat- 
ter in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Meltille  intft^d  Principal  of  the  New  CoUegt,  St.  An- 
drewt — Hit  CoUeaguet — Character  of  hit  Theolagieai 
Lecture* — Meettvnth  Oppontionjrom  the  Ejected  Teach~ 
eri— Offence  takeit  at  hit  Centuret  of  Arietotie—- Fa- 
vourable Change  on  the  Univertih/ — State  ofPoiitict— 
Dangerout  Scheme*  of  Lennox  and  Arran — NationaiCo- 
venant—Epitccftact/  revived — Montgomery  madeArcUn- 
thop  qfGlatgow — Prosecuted  by  MelviHe-^Excommuni. 
cated — Retentment  of  the  Court— Melville't  Sermon  be- 
Jbre  the  General  Attembly — Sis  Intrepid  Conduct  at 
Perth — The  Said  of  Suthven—Mehille  employed  m 
Preaching  at  St.  Andrewi — Arran  reeovert  hit  Interest 
at  Cour^^-Death  of  Winram — Of  Buchanan — qf  Ar- 
buthnot  —  Q^  Smeton — MelviUe  Summoned  be/ore  the 
Priv^  Council— Hit  Triai—His  flight  into  England 
— Remarks  upon  hit  Declinature — Conduct  of  Arch^ 
bi^op  Adanuon  in  Engiant^~Overthrow  of  Preibyttry 
—Persecution  ^Ministers — State  of  the  University  of. 
ter  the  Flight  of  Melville— He  visits  the  English  Uni- 
veriitiet— Death  of  Laviton^-Tyranny  of  the  Scottish 
Court — MelviUe  returns  to  Scotland  with  the  Banished 
Lords. 

In  the  month  of  December  1580.  Melville  weot  to 

St.  Andrews,  accompanied  by  Sir  Andrew  Ker  of 

FadoiiDside.  the  lairds  of  Braid  and  Luudie,  and 

h8 
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James  Lawson  and  John  Dury,  ministers  of  Edin- 
burgh,  as  commissioners  from  the  Parliament  and 
Greneral  Assembly*.  Being  formally  installed  as 
Principal  of  the  New  College,  he  pronounced  his 
inaugural  oration,  and  proceeded  to  give  lectures 
on  the  system  of  theology. 

He  had  obtained  liberty  to  select  froni  the  ujcuh 
versity  of  Glasgow  such  a$  he  thought  best  quali- 
fied for  teaching  the  sacred  languages  under  him ; 
but  as  he  was  averse  to  hurt  that  rising  institution 
and  to  weaken  the  hands  of  his  successor,  he  con- 
tented himself  with  taking  ^ong  with  him  his  ne- 
phew, James  Melville,  who,  being  admitted  pro- 
fessor of  the  oriental  tongues,  began  to  give  lessons 
on  Hebrew.  At  the  same  time,  John  Robertson 
copunenced  teaching  in  the  Greek  New  Testament 
The  talents  and  literature  of  Robertson  were  not 
of  a  superior  order  f ;  but  as  he  was  uneaco^ 
tionable  in  other  respects,  and  had  long  been  a  re- 
gent in  that  college,  it  was  not  judged  prqper  to 
displace  him,  and  the  Principal  exerted  himself  in 
supplying  his  deficiencies  ^:.  These  were  all  the 
professors  appointed  at  this  time ;  the  commis- 
sioners having  resolved  that  the  two  otHer  places 

*  According  to  Calderwood,  the  persons  nominated  by  the  €iaie- 
ral  Assembly  to  attend  him,  were  '^  the  Lairds  of  Lundie,  of  8^« 
and  Colluthie,  with  Mr.  Robert  Pont>  Mr.  James  Lawson,  and 
William  Christieson."     (MS.  Hist.  voL  iii.  p.  642.) 

t  Dr,  Lee  is  of  opinion  that,  if  a  judgment  may  be  formed  firan 
the  books  on  which  his  name  still  appears,  Robertson  was  not  deToid 
of  taste  for  polite  letters. 

J  Melville's  Diary,  p.  65. 
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dhould  not  be  filled  until  those  who  held  bursaries 
of  philosophy  in  the  college  had  finished  their 
period  of  study*. 

The  ability  with  which  Melville  went  through  his 
first  course  of  lectures  at  St  Andrews  is  acknow- 
ledged by  his  greatest  enemies.  Of  this  the  testi- 
mony of  tbe  biographer  and  son-in-law  of  Adamson 
may  be  regarded  as  a  satisfactory  proof.  "  To  con- 
fess the  truth  (says  he)  candidly  and  ingenuously, 
Melville  was  a  learned  man  ;  though  more  qualified 
for  roling  in  the  schools  than  in  the  church  of  ebm- 
monwealth.  Of  his  first  course,  extending  tt>  fou* 
or  five  years,  I  can  speak  from  personal  knowled^, 
having  been  one  of  his  eager  and  constant  hearers. 
He  tau^t  learnedly  and  perfectly  the  knowledge 
and-  practice  of  the  Hebrew,  Chaldee,  Syriac,  alid 
Rabbinical  langnages.  At  the  same  time,  he  eluci- 
dated with  much  erudition  and  accuracy  the  heads 
of  theology,  as  laid  down  in  the  Institutions  of  John 
Calvin  and  other  writings  of  approved  divines,  to_ 
gether  with  the  principal  booksof  both  Testaments, 
and  tihe  most  difficult  and  abstruse  mysteries  of  re^ 
Vealed  religion  f ." 

'  Act  PuL  ScoL  iii.  18L 

t  Vltt  Piuidl  AdaiDwmi:  Opera  Tho.  Voliuetli  J.  C.  p.  4.  LonA. 
mt.  ISuKb  Thomu  Wilion,  "  in  coU.  noTo,"  wm  rawlc  A.M.  in 
iSn;  bnt  he  probkbly  remained  in  it  after  that  period  a«  a  bursar  at 
■tndent  of  theology.  For,  Mr.  Thomas  Vilwnus  ia  among  thoae  who 
MlMdibed  die  articlea  of  lallgion  "  in  CoUfgio  Msrlno,"  From  1580 
ta  1 JST.  Hii  name  occur*  in  a  list  of  sUvocateti  for  the  yen  I5B6. 
(Records  of  the  Hospital  of  Pertli.) 
m3 
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His  lectures  excited  a  new  interest  in  Che  uni- 
versity, and  were  attended  by  several  of  the  mafr- 
ters  in  the  other  colleges,  who  were  conscious  of 
their  deficiency  in  those  brandies  of  learning  in 
which  he  excelled,  and  not  adiamed  to  be  taught 
after  they  had  become  the  teadiers  of  others. 
Among  these  was  the  amiable  Robevt  RoUock,  at 
that  time  a  r^ent  in  St.  Salvator's  Orfli^,  and 
soon  after  chosen  to  be  the  first  ProfSBSiw  wid  Priii* 
cipal  in  the  newly  erected  univ^srsity  of  \Bdinbargfa^» 

Notwithstanding  these  gratifying  testimonies  ^ 
app(robation,  Melville  was  not  disappointed  in  liis 
anticipation  of  the  difficulties  which  he  would  meet 
with  in  his  new  situation.  It  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  the  extensive  changes  prescribed  by  the 
late  act  of  Parliament  could  be  carried  into  effect 
without  causing  umbrage  and  dissatisfactions  in  the 
university.  To  introduce  a  reform  Into  old  cirporio 
tions  has  always  been  found  a  difficult  task ;  and  self- 
interest  has  a  powerful  influence  on  learnt  bodies, 
as  well  as  on  those  which  are  constituted  for  pui^ 
poses  of  a  more  worldly  nature.  Some  of  the  teach- 
ers were  offended  at  losing  their  places,  and  pthe^ 
at  finding  their  salaries  reduced ;  the  new  regular 
tions  respecting  the  mode  of  teaching  were  alarming 
to  the  indolence  of  some,  and  revolting  to  the  pre- 
judices of  others.  All  of  them  were  disposed,  how- 
ever unreasonably,  to  impute  their  sufferings  to  Mel^ 
viUe.     Skene  and  Welwood,  the  professors  of  law 

T 

•  MelviDc*8  Diary,  p.  66. 
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and  mathematics,  had  been  removed  from  the  New 
CeliegB  to  that  of  St.  Salvator.  Their  admission 
was  opposed  by  the  masters  of  the  latter,  who  al- 
ibied that  its  funds  were  inadequate  for  such  an  ad- 
ditional burden,  apd  that  the  new  professorships 
were  quite  superfluouB  *. 

Robert  Hamilttm,  who  had  been  deprived  of  the 
prorostship  of  the  New  College,  vented  his  chagrin 
by  commencing  a  process  against  his  succesBor  for 
arrears  which  he  allied  to  be  due  him.  Melville, 
when  he  accepted  the  office,  had  insisted  that  all 
accounts  should  be  settled  before  he  entered  on  its 
duties  ;  and  he  not  unreasonably  looked  to  the  par- 
liamentary commissioners  for  relief  &om  the  trou- 
ble and  expense  of  litigation.  He  found  himself, 
however,  involved  in  both.  The  death  of  Hamil- 
ton f  suspended  the  process ;  but  it  was  revived  hy 
the  person  who  married  his  widow.   This  was  Tho- 


"  In  >  Ri^liatlofl  to  tlieM*70cnBdI,  bflbe  Ctuneallor,  &e.  of  the 
Vv&tvdtf,  igdntt  ttt.  Willum  Wtkwnai,  ptaHuior  of  Bsathematiei, 
dated  snb  Joljr,  1  fiSS,  the  pctitiiuMn  my,  that  Wdwood  "  he*  en- 
plojed  no  diligence  in  that  ptuttmiaa  of  raatbeandk  this  yeir,".^ 
that  the  "  eoUtge  ii  npcMxpandit,  and  that  the  imahiesi  of  the  rent 
ia  not  aUe  to  miteaBe  mk  extiBoidiiiar  profbvon,"— and  thej  ofibr  to 
p^OTC  <>  die  nid  exDaordidBr  pco&Mm  to  be  sopeifliKnu  and  un- 
profitable in  the  nniTCnilie— faecan*  no  ordinar  anditoor  can  be  foond 
to  rewrt  fhiitfnllie  to  the  nid  extnoidinar  profeMoarf*.'  The  prv 
aentadon  of  Hr.  Robert  WllUe,  to  be  dtaplain  of  the  altar  of  St.  John 
dw  BTangeliat  and  tlarj  Hagdelene,  "  nit.  Mart.  1«T8,"  wai  tub- 
aeribed  before  "  Mi«.  W<x>  fValwod  tertio  Mi^  Nori  Coll^." 
(F^ere  of  the  UnEnrBtf.) 

f  He  died  A[ra  16,  lASl.  (Itq;i«t«  of  CoBunianrj  Decnets, 
Nwr.  IS,  ISM.) 
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mas  Buchanan,  master  of  the  granunaivschool  of 
Stirling,  who  had  lately  been  appointed  provost  of 
the  collegiate  church  of  Kirkheugb,  and  minister  c^ 
Ceres,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Andrews  *.  He 
was  an  intimate  friend  of  Melville^  who  felt  hurt  at 
being  harassed  by  an  individual  to  whose  sympathy 
and  help  he  trusted  when  he  undertook  his  present 
difficult  charge  f . 


1  • 


.  t 


*  The  Churdi  of  Kirkheuch,  Rirkhm,  or  our  Lady  of  t^e  Rock, 
WM  ntnated  beside  the  harbour  of  St.  Andrews.  The  parish  of  Cerei' 
waa  attached  to  it^  as  a.preb^d  or  proYiaum  for  the  profoat  -  '*  J^ 
cobus  AUerdeis'*  was  "  Propositus  Ecclesi^e  CoHegiat^e  BeafiA  Marie 
Vii^ghiis/in  ru|>e  prbpe  civitatein  S.  Andres/'  before  the  Reformatiou. 
"  Mr.  JFavies  LertD^nth,  provost  of  Kirkhill^  hesyde  the  dlie  of  St. 
AudV*  letaVuida.^li  parpchi^ of  Seres«  Pec  7>  156&;  itfid'Sept.  lOy 
1570.  (Commissary  Records  of  St.  Andrews.)  *'  Mr.  Thomas  .bu* 
ch'axinaine^  presented  to  **  the  prouestrie  of  Kirkhill^**  April  1^  1578, 
in  the  room  of  umqU  Mr.  Jitmes  Lermonth.  (R^.  ot  Ptesentatioiis 
to  Benefices,  YoLiv  f*  1«) 

f  The  dispute  was  finally  settled,  by  allotting  a  glebe  beloDging 
to  the  college  to  Hamilton's  relict  during  life.  (Melville's  Diary, 
p.  01.)  **  Elspet  Traill  ane  of  the  dochteris  and  airis  of  umqll  aRioDe 
Traill  youngjer  of  Magask  my  fader,  and  ane  of  the  oyia  and  appeiandr 
airis  of  umqll  Jhone  Trfdll  of  Blebow  my  guds^  with  spetiail  advyff 
consent  and  assent  of  Mr.  Robert  Hamiltown  now  my  spous,'*  &6. 
(Commissary  Record  of  St.  And.  A^  1567.)  In  a  process  before  the 
Mag^atxatea  of  St.  Andrews,  in  which  Thomas  Buchanan  and  EMm» 
beth  Tsaill  his  spouse  were  defenders,  it  waa  plavied,  that  "Mr.Thamta 
Buchquhanan  is  suppost  of  the  universitle  of  St.  And*  and  an^  mstuall. 
atttdent  of  theologie,  and  y^ye  the  said  cause  should  be  remlttit  to 
the  rector  and  his  off"  (assessors)  as  only  juges  competent  y'to,  and 
the  provest  and  b^illies  aucht  to  dedair  thamselCa  inoompeteivt  iB- 
the  said  cans."  The  pursuer  pleaded  tha^  **  the  former  allegiaaoa: 
aucht  and  sowld  be  repelHt,  in  respect  of  hia  bill  cpnceayit  upon  aa^ 
deid  don  betwix.Hel^ne  Hiso^ter,  i^ouse  to  the  said  pereewar,  an4  Ac 
said  Elizabeth  Traill  quha  is  na  auppost  of  the  univeraiti^  a^d  the. 


t 
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Joha  Caldcleugh,  one  of  the  outed  regents,  was- 
extremely  noiay  with  his  complaints,  and  boasted 
in  all  companies  that  he  would  "  hough  the  new- 
made  Priocipal,"  whenever  he  met  him.  He  one 
da^  biUBt  into  Melville's  chamber,  and  demanded 
rudeLyi  if  he  knew  him.  Melville  said,  he  did  not. 
*'  I  should  be  known  as  a  master  of  this  college ! 
my  name  is  Mr.  John  Caldcleugh." — "  Ho!  is  this 
you  that  will  hough  men  ?"  replied  Melville ;  and, 
barring  the  door,  told  him  that  they  were  now  aloae, 
and  he  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  carrying  his  threats 
into  execution.  Caldcleugh's  clioler  and  tourage 
immediately  fell;  upon  which  Melville  gave  him 
such  a  severe  and  at  the  same  time  friendly  lecture 
on  the  impropriety  of  his  conduct,  that  he  went 
away  quite  mortified  and  humbled,  accepted  of  a 
bursary  in  the  college,  and  lived  in  it  quieily  as  a 
student  until  he  was  called  to  act  as  a  professor  *. 

The  discontents  of  the  excluded  masters  were 
scarcely  allayed,  when  a  greater  storm  arose  from 
the  other  colleges.  In  the  course  of  his  lectures  on 
the  system  of  theology,  Melville  took  occasion, 
when  treating  of  the  Being  and  Attributes  of  God, 
Creation,  and  Providence,  to  expose  the  errors  con- 
tained in  the  writings  of  Aristotle,  and  to  shew 
that  they  were  Inconsistent  with  the  principles  of 


nia  Mr.  Thomu  onKe  convenit  for  bis  enuris,  qll  on  na  wayis  atty 
tUs  letknui,  bot  tbe  btilleti  in  mpect  y'rf  auctit  to  |n«ceed  beima- 
taL'    (BmrowComt  of  Bt.  AndrewB,  Dec.  1(,  1591.) 

'  "  I  wai  in  the  chalnier  abon  (laye  James  Melville)  and  bird  all, 
ana  Mtt  down  It  but  to  die  ending  of  it."    (Dltrr,  pp.  91,  ».) 


170  LIFE  OF  ANDREW  MELVILLE. 

both  natural  and  revealed  religion.  No  sooner  was 
this  known,  than  the  professors  of  philosophy  rais- 
ed an  outcry  against  him,  almost  as  vicdent  as  that 
ef  the  craftsmen  of  Ephesus,  when  the  Apostle 
preached  against  idolatry,  and  from  motives  not 
essentially  different  from  theirs  *.  They  complaifi« 
ed  that  their  character  was  attacked,  ai^  their 
credit  undermined:  and  that  a  philosopher  who 
had  been  held  immanorially  in  veneration  in  all 
the  schools  of  the  world,  was  fedsely  accused  and 
indecently  traduced.  So  zealous  were  the  members 
ei  St.  Leonard's  College,  that  they  delivered  solemn 
orations  in  defence  of  Aristotle,  containing  invec- 
tives against  the  individual  who  had  been  so  pre* 
sumptuous  as  to  condemn  their  oracle ;  by  which 
means  the  minds  of  the  students  were  inflamed, 
and  Melville  was  exposed  to  personal  danger. 

Tu  ne  cede  nudis^  sed  contra  audentiar  iio,  was  Mel* 
viUe's  motto,  and  the  principle  by  which  he  was  guided 
on  all  such  occasionsf .  Disregarding  the  ignorant  dft* 
mour  and  interested  alarm  which  had  been  excited, 
he  persisted  in  the  course  which  he  had  taken;  and, 
when  the  subject  was  introduced  in  the  public  meet* 
ings  of  the  university  at  vacations  and  promotions, 
he  refuted  the  arguments  of  his  opponents  with  such 
readiness,  force  of  reasoning,  and  overpowering  elo- 
quence, as  reduced  them  to  silence.     Before  he  had 

*  *'  Tbair  breadwinner,  thair  honor,  thair  efitunation,  all  was  goai^ 
giiP  Aristotle  should  be  so  owirharled  in  the  heiring  of  thair  schol-; 
lars."    (Diary,  p.  92.) 

t  Mdvini  J^st.  p.  70. 
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been  two  years  at  St.  Andrews,  a  favourable  change 
was  TisiUe  on  the  university.  Many  of  those  who 
had  been  most  strongly  prejudiced  against  the  new 
iearmhgy  as  they  caUed  it,  were  induced  to  apply 
to  the  acquisition  of  ancient  languages.  Instead  of 
boestii^perpetuaUy  of  the  authority  of  Aristotle,  and 
quoting  him  ignorautly  at  second-hand,  they  per- 
used his  vritings  in  the  original ;  studied  the  arts 
fior  pnrpoaoB  of  utility,  and  not  for  shew  and  veibal 
oontention ;  and,  becoming  real  philosophers  and 
the(dc^;iana,  acknowledged  that  they  had  undergone 
"  a  wonderful  transportation  out  of  darkness  into 
light."  Amosig  these  were  John  Malcolm  and  An- 
drew  Duncan,  then  regents  of  St.  Leonard's,  and 
afterwards  ministers  of  Perth  and  Crail,  who  from 
being  among  the  keenest  opponents,  were  convert- 
ed into  wann  admirers  and  steady  friends  of  Mel- 
viUe*. 

From  '  his  academical '  labours,  Melville  was 
smnmaned  to  the  defence  of  the  liberties  of  the 
church,  and  Uie  ecclesiastical  polity  which  he  had 
been  so  active  in  establidiing.  Soon  after  James 
had  tdcen  the  reins  of  government  into  his  own 
hands,  £sme  Stewart,  Lord  d'Aubigne,  a  cousin  of 


'  *  Melville'B  Dlarj',  p.  US.  John  Milcohn  lets  the  too.  of  Andww 
MakohD,  who  (in  initrument  of  name  to  Hooedy  JUger,  OoL  S^ 
tATT,}  U  calkd  "  Pnmdiu  vii  Andieaa  Malcolme,  putor  bwgOL 
bngi  de  Penh." — I  have  ■  cop;  of  the  Hiatoiy  of  Poljbiui  (Badlec 
IM*.  FoUou  Or.  ft  Lat)  vhidi  has  the  following  inacrip^n  od  the 
thb-p^e  in  Melrillv't  hand-writing :  "  Andreas  Melnona  me  jore 
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his  father's,  arrived  from  France.    He  gave  oiit  that 
he  came  to  pay  a  short  visit  to  his  royal  relative, 
and  to  claim  certain  lands  which  had  descended  to 
him  from  his  ancestors ;    but  excuses  were  found 
for  prolonging  his  stay,  and  it  soon  appeared,  that 
his  jotorney  had  been  undertaken  with  the  view  of 
advancing  more    serious  and    extensive    designs. 
Since  the  coronation  of  James,  all  intercourse  be- 
tween the  courl^  of  Scotland  and  France  had  been 
iMToken '  off,  and  those  who  were  successively  en- 
trusted' with  the  regency  had  cultivated  an/excM- 
BSve  ct)imection  witii  England.     The  present  was 
deemed^  by  the  king  of  France  and  house  of  Omse, 
a  favourable  opportunity  for  recovering  tfceii*  in- 
fluence over    the  counsels   of    this   country,   and 
d^Aubi^e  was  judged  a  fit  instrument  for  accom^ 
plishikig  this  object  by  insinuating  himself  into  the 
favour  of  the  young  monarch.     His  prepossessing 
{lerson  and  engaging  manners  made  an  easy  con- 
quest of  the  royal  affections;   and  he  quickly  rose; 
through   a  gradation  of  honours,  to  be   Duke  of 
Lennox!,  and  Lcurd  High  Chamberlain.     Under  his 
influence  the  court  underwent  a  complete  change, 
and  was  filled  with  persons  who  were  addicted  to 
popery,  or  who  had  uniformly  opposed  the  king^s 
authority,    or    whose  private  characters  rendered 
them  totally  imworthy  of  access  to  the  royal  ear. 
Among  these  was  Captain  James  Stewart,  a  son  of 
Lord  Ochiltree,  and  a  man  of  the  most  profligate 
manners  and  unprincipled  ambition.     By  these  up- 
starts the  design  was  undertaken  of  exchanging 
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the  friendship  of  England  for  that  of  France,  and 
of  associating  the  name  of  Queen  Mary  with  Uiat 
of  her  son  in  the  government  of  the  kingdom ;  a 
design  which  could  not  be  carried  into  execution 
without  overturning  all  that  had  been  done  during 
fourteen  years,  and  exposing  the  national  Uberties 
and  the  Protestant  establishment  to  ■.  the  utmost 
peril*. 

This  change  on  the  court  coukL  not  fail  to  alarm 
the  ministers  <tf,the  churdi,  who  had  received  satis- 
factory information  of  the  piroject  that  was  on  foot. 
Their  fears  were  confijrmed  by  the  arriKal  «f  Jesuits 
and  seminaiy  priests  &om  abroad,  and:  by  the  open 
revolt  of  several  persons  of  great  influence  at  home 
who  had  hitherto,  professed  the  Protestant  ftubbj 
They  accordingly  warned  their  hearers  of  the  dan- 
ger which  they  apprehended,  and  pointed  at  the  f** 
vourite  as  an  nnissary  of  the  house  of  Guise  and  of 
Rome.  Lennox,  after  holding  a  confer^ice  with 
some  of  the  ministers,  declared  himself  a  convert  to 
the  Protestant  doctrine,  and  publidy  renounced  the 
popish  religion  f.  This  recantation  all«.yed  the  jea^ 
lousy. of  the  nation.  But  it  was  soon  after  rerrv- 
«d  and  kindled  into  a  flame  by  the  interception  of 
letters  from  Rome,  grantil^  a  dispenaation  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  to  profess  the  Protestant  tenets 
for  a:tinie,  provided  they  preserved  an  iaward  at- 
tachment to  the  ancient  faith,  and  emlmced  every 


■  •  Stt  Note  V. 
t  fiuik  of  tbe  UniveruU  Kirk,  pp.  9t—9K- 
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Opportunity  of  adrancing  it  in  seci^t  *.  This  dis- 
corery  was  the  immediate  occasion  of  that  me- 
morable transaction,  the  swearing  of  the  Naiimui 
Covenant  It  was  drawn  up  by  John  Craig,  and 
consisted  q£  an  abjuration,  in  the  most  solemn  and 
explicit  terms,  of  the  various  articles  of  the  popifih 
system,  and  an  engagement  to  adhere  to  and  defend 
the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  reformed  diurch 
in  Scotland.  As  the  stability  of  the  Protestairt  n^ 
Mgion  depended  ^*  upon  the  safety  and  good  faeluu 
riour  of  the  King's  Majesty,  as  upon  a  eanfortabfe 
mstrument  of  God's  mercy  granted  to  this  country,'* 
the  covenanters  pledged  themselves  fisutheiv  ^  un* 
der  the  same  oath,  hand-writ,  and  pains,  that  we 
shall  Asfend  his  person  and  authority  with  our 
goods,  bodies,  and  lives,,  in  the  defence  of  Chrises 
evangel,  liberties  of  our  country,  minurtratiOB  ef 
justice,  and  punishment  oi  iniquity,  agomst  all  ene^ 
mies  within  this  realm  or  without."  This  bond 
was  sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  King  and  his 
household^  and  afterwards,  in  consequence  of  an 
order  of  the  Privy  Ciouncil  and  an  act  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  by  all  ranks  of  persons  through  the 
kingdom;  the  ministers  zealously  promoting  the 
subscription  of  it  in  their  respective  parishM  f  • 


-^  Spolswood,  p.  SOS.    8trype*h  Annalsy  toI.  u.  pp^  680^  631. 

f ^  The  tnbicnptions  to  the  National  Covenaat  in  the  luiled  pM 
fiihei  of  Anstrather,  Pittenweem^  and  Abercromby,  amounted  to 
743 ;  and  are  still  preierved  with  the  attestotion  of  Mr.  Williuii 
Clark,  the  imnister«  and  two  witneases.  (Register  of  the  Jijzk  Sea» 
■um  of  Anstnither.) 
i 
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This  aolemn  transaction  had  a  poweriul  influoice 
in  rivetting  the  attachment  of  the  nation  to  the  Pro- 
testaat  religion,  but  it  did  not  prevaU  those  who 
had  engrossed  the  royal  favour  from  proseoiting 
the  designs-  which  they  had  formed.  The  uucom- 
fiyrog  Bpuii  of  presbytery  has  always  rendered  it 
odionfl  to  despoticol  rulers.  But  in  addition  to  this 
fading,  Lmbos  and  his  associates  were  actuated 
hy  tbt  desire  of  revenging  the  afironta  which  they 
thougiifc  had  been  put  on  them  by  the  i»«acher8, 
and  of  gratifying  their  rapacity  by  sizing  on  the 
ecdesiastical  livings.  They  accordingly  resolved 
ou  resuming  episoqiacy,  aod  filling  the  bishoprics 
with  craatures  of  their  own.  .  . 

The  death  of  Archbishop  Boyd  afforded  them  an 
<^^>ortuiiity  of  comraoicing  their  scheme. .  Though 
the  regulatuNis  recognizing  episcopal,  which  were 
made  at  Leith  in  1A73>  had  been  formally  abn^ted 
by  the  General  Assembly,  and  abandoned  and  viri 
tually  annulled  by  the  court  *,  yet  were  they  now 

*  !■  oMMqnmce  rf  t  MippUoBtiaD  from  th«  chvnbi^'  The  Lord* 
gf  SeoKt  CoHniell  tbinkis  mat  and  tdryaes  tlie  Kiugi  Mstie  to  nu- 
pei^  hia  hie&U  hindii  on  miking  any  gift  gnnt  or  promeia  of  the 
pnkcici  abanemitten  (Ab«bn>tbo<A  and  Paiale;)  or  utj  pnrt  jrat, 
qlk  may  hiBder  and  pr^ndge  the  diasolution  of  the  aame  MCMding  to 
the  forme  ela  intendit  and  thocht  mdt  to  be  done.  And  ordainia  this 
pint  act  to  be  maide  heirupone  ad  futnnm  rei  memonam,"  (Reeord 
«r  Prirj  Council,  June  8,  lATB.)  On  the  9th  of  May  mij  "  the 
King'i  Matie  with  ad*]pa  at  the  Lordi  ot  fleeret  CaaoatSi,"  finding 
dut  the  conititutiiHi  of  the  eecleaiwtical  policy  would  sot  be  penn»> 
Dent,  "  quhiH  the  auncient  btnindia  of  the  dioeiea  be  diaMdred,  qnhsir 
tlie  parodiinet  ar  thick  togidder  and  amall  to  be  voritttd,  and  quhair 
tbey  ar  of  o*«t  great  and  lairge  boundia  to  be  dcvydit,  that  thaliefler 
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revived  by  an  act  of  Privy  Council  *.  The 
sal  of  the  see  of  Glasgow  was  given  tx>  LenaoK,  who 
offered  it  to  different  ministers,  upon  tlis  condition 
oi  their  making  ov^  to  him  its  icvenuea  and  oon- 
tenting  themsdlvas  with  an  annual  (pension.  Hie 
offer  was  at  last  accepted  by  Rofaert<  Montgomery, 
minister  of  Stirling^  ^^a  man  Tiling  feeUe^  pneaump* 
tuons,  and  more  apt^  by^the  Ucmishflaofthiseharao- 
ter,  to  have  alienated  liie  people  fromi  an!<Medfir  al- 
ready bdo  ved#  than  .to  recondlft  them  tdmna-  which 
Waa  the  ol^eGt  of  their  hatred  f.'?  l^ii^  '<  vile  baiv 
gain ):»""  nwde  at  a  tim^  when  tht  «piso^Md  oflke 
Mood  fconderimed  by  the  General  Assmnfal]^  imd 
teadiag  directly  to  place  the  church  at^^lsstie  iAth 
the  govenlmeni;^  excited  .uniTersal  indignation.  ^ At 
the  Assembly- wUch  met  in  October  15B1,  the  af- 
fair Was  warmly  taken  up,  and  Montgomeiy  pat  to 
the  bar.  Theroyal  authority  was  kitbiposed- in  his 
defence,  and  a  message  from  his  majesty  signified, 
that  he  could  not  permit  Montgomery  to  be^  pi^siie* 
cuted  for  accepting  the  bishopric,  but  that  the  As- 
aemUy  might  proceed  against  him  for  any  thing  that 
was  faulty  in  his  life  or  doctrine.  Upon  this  Melville 
stood  forward  as  his.  accuser,  and  presentefl-  a  libel 


pieibilerieB  or  «ldenihi]M  iii»y  be  constUtt^"  &c..^BpoiiUa 
BioDfln  to  attend  to  this  buauuBs,  (CaUoetion  of  Acts  of  bem^  Gam* 
cil  by .fiir  Jkkn  H»y,  Clark  R^sMler.)  :j» 

.   *  rHeoord  of  Privy  CooncU*  Octob.  S8^  1681. 
.t.  jpLr^bertooD. 

4'  ^  ^{loUwoQil^in  retpecl  of  the  flnDoniacal  attare  of  the  padk*, 
det  ignq  iL .     . 


-  against  ^faim,  coBsiitiii|f  of  fifteen  articles. '  Mairi^ch 
mery  baiting  witiidrawn  viiile  the  -ptocfE  was  taking, 
tbe  r Aaseinbly  ronttted  the  procesB  to  the  Presbyteiy 
ef  Skirting,  appointing  Asm  to  report  their  decisioii 
miit  to  the  Brarincial  SfiKxi  of  Lotfaim,  whtf  were 
cn^varoit~t(t'ifiroiioiiilc«  sentence  agahist  fainrv'tf 
found' gailtyj  according  t»  the  laws' of  the  dinicfa. 
And  in  the  mean  tun^'ihwr  prohibited  hibn  from 
latffing  hi«  iiitnirtiy'Bt;Stirlidg  dnd  mtmdii^  ivto 
the  Uditopric  of'  Ola^ow.  -Tfak  iti^iaictioH'he'di»- 
obciyadv  The  >  ministani  who  cempoMd'the  t^pi. 
tefiafifilasgow  Wereehal^tdloielcct  iunu  ^  tlicir 
huhop ;  imad  apaa  their  nfuBol,  the^  PviTyi-Concil 
decidedythi^  ^w  bishopric  had  devoirad' iBt^>lhe 
hands.of  the^king,  and  nagfatbe  diiipased  ctf/'hf  :hiir 
sole  authority  *4  For.  entering  en  ttaatgatatT^a 
cause  aocordingtotfae  appoiiatteent  of  the  Assent 
Ufi-the  membeOB  of  the aynod' trf - Lothiaa  wewainMi- 
■Hmed  be£iro  the  Privy  Gount^  -  Thof  aj^waredi 
and  Pont,  in  their  naam;  after  pniteiBtstion  oftheir 
naduusa  to  yidd  tdl  lawftd  obedience,  declined  the 
judguflnt  of  the  coimcilj  as  incmipeteBt,  azcordiDg 

•BUUffkkrfOlMgoirdmMt  In  the  King*!  h«i& :  lUeordof 
VAtj  Conndl,  April  18,  IMS. — When  the  royal  gift,  beatswing  the 
Hibogtie  plfHoJvre,  wu  presented  to  the  Lordi  of  Sobiod  &r  confir- 

-  BMkn,  the  Kii%  diKhorged  then),  by  letter,  from  admitting  the  eam- 
^'t^—— ■  ot  the  durch  'u  a  party,  ftat  the  Lcnb  paved  m  ihtRw' 
loentcr  (Hay  85.)  nutaiaiiig  their  rigjit  to  be  bonL  Ob  On  ocm-: 
rion  the  Duniitera  had  the  rapport  of  all  ihe  advocates,  esoept  David 
Hacgill,  who  wa«  King*!  advocate  and  Mon^omcy'i  procurator. 
Whet  the  oauM  eane  to  be'calkd,  the  FrefidedtwM  MnCfifr  WThl- 
keith  by  the  Kii^  and  a  atop  put  to  the  proacia.    (CUd.  I&'IMl-)*  S 

VOL.  I.  N 


178  UFS  OF  ANDAEW  MELYILLS. 

to  the  Ia\rs  of  the  country,  to  take  eognusance  of  a 
cause  which  was  purely  ecclesiastical  *.  This  was 
done  amidst  the  menaces  and  taunts  of  Captain 
Stewart,  now  created  Earl  of  Arran,  who  was  ez^ 
eeedingly  exasperated  at  seeing  the  King  shed  tears, 
while  one  of  the  ministers  affectionatdiy  warned  hm 
to  be  on  his  guard  against  wicked  counsellors. 

Melrille  was  chosen  moderator  of  the  General  Ai* 
semUy  which  met  at  St.  Andrews  in  April  1588. 
Upon  their  taking  up  Montgomery's  causes  aa  re* 
ferred  to  them  by  the  presb3rtery  of  Stirling,  the 
Master  of  Bequests  presented  a  letter  frmn  his  Ms* 
jesty,  desiring  the  Aasembly  aot  to  proceed  against 
him  lor  any  thing  connected  with  the  bishopric  of 
Glasgow.  So(m  after  a  messenger^at^arms  entered 
the  house,  and  chaiged  the  moderator  and  membeis 
of  Assembly,  on  the  pain  of  rebellion,  to  desist 
exktirAj  firom  the  prosecuti^m.  After  serknis  defi* 
beration,  they  agreed  to  address  a  rec^iectfial  kttar 
to  his  Miyesty ;  resolved  that  it  was  their  dtity  to 
proceed  with  the  trial;  summoned  Montgcraiayt 
who  ai^)eajed  to  the  Privy  GTundl ;  ratified  ike  seop 
tence  of  the  Presbytery  of  Stirling,  suspending  him 
firom  the  exercise  of  the  ministry;  and,  having  fimsd 
tight  articles  of  the  charge  against  him  proved,  d6- 
clared  that  he  had  incurred  the  censures  of  deposi- 
tion and  excommimicatipn.  The  pronouncing .  4]f 
the  sentence  was  prevented  by  the  submission  of  the 
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culprit,  wbo  a^^ipeareA  before  the  AsBemUy,  with- 
drew hie  appeal,  and  solemnlj^  promised  to  interfere 
no  fiurther  with  the  bisfao]^.  Thongh  gratified 
with  diiB  act  of  submifiBlon,  the  Asa«tnUy  dreaded 
his  tergiversation,  and  tberefc»«  gave  inetrocttona  to 
the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  to  watch  his  conduct 
and,  pnmded  h4  Tiolated  his  engagement,  to  convey 
iofannatioit  instantly  to  the  Presbytery  of  Bdin- 
bnrgh«  who  were  authflrised  to  appoint  one  of  their 
number  to  pronounce  the  sentence  of  excommunica- 
tion against  him.  The  event  shewekl  tteit'these 
precautions  were  not  unnecessary.  Urged  tttf  1^ 
his  own  wariee,  and  by  the  importnaitiiM  ef  LiattMtt, 
who  was  incMised  at  his  designs  being  thwtitt^, 
the  Assonbly  was  scarDsly  brolMn  np'Wh^-  M4M- 
gomery  b^an  to  preach  at' court  atid>  r0Vi*md'idb 
eiaiias  to  the  bishopric.  The' Pi«sbytM^'«f  491^8^ 
gow  having  met  in  oonseqAenoe  of  thn,  he  ent^Hid 
the  house  in  which  titey  were  assemUed,  accompa- 
nied by  the  nagistrates  of  the  city  and  m  arnied 
force,  and  preaentad  an  order  At)m  the 'King  to  stop 
their  procedure.  Upon  their  Fctfosal)  tbd  itlodM^ 
tor,  John  Howieson,  minister  of  Cembttslai^,  was 
pilled  out  of  the  chair  by  the  provost,  imA  After 
being  strudt  several  times  with  great  brutality,  was 
conveyed  to  prison.  For  testifying  their  iudigna- 
tion  at  audi  conduct,  the  students  oi  the  univemty 
were  dispersed  by  the  guard  and  several  of  thett 
wounded.  But,  in  spite  of  the  confusion  produced 
by  this  disgraceful  intrusion,  the  presbyteif .conti- 
nued sitting  imtil  they  finished  tlicfr'decdi  flriding. 
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that  Montgomery  had  violated  his  {Mximise  and  con- 
travened the  act  of  the  General  Assembly.  This 
was  transmitted  to  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh, 
who  ajppointed  John  Davidson,  minister  of  Libber- 
ton,  to  excommunicate  Montgomery.  Davidson  pro- 
nounced the  sentence  acccMrdin^y;  and,  atthongh 
the  court  threatened  and  stormed,  it  was  intima- 
ted on  the  succeedii^  Sabbath  from  the  pulpits  of 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  and  all  the  suErounding 
churches*. 

Lennox  ttid  Arran  were  enraged  beyond  measure 
at  this  resolute  behaviour  of  the  dmrch  ooorts.  A 
prodantttioa  ilras  issued  by  the  Privy  CoubciI,  de- 
claring ithe  exoraamunication  of  Montgomery  to  be 
null  and  Void.  Such  as  refused  him  payment  of 
the  episeofol  rents  were  ordered  to  be  imprisonBd 
in  the-  castle  of  Inverness  f .  The  Collq^  of  Glas- 
gow ,was  laid  under  a  temporary  interdict  on  ae- 
count  of  the  opposition  .made  by  its  .members  to 
their  new  bishop.  The  ministers  (tf  Ediubmgh,  on 
account  of  their  freedom  in  condemning  the  late 
jneasures  of  the  court  and  pointing,  out  the  favour- 
ites as  the  guilty  advisers  of  them,  were  repeated- 
ly called  before  the  council  and  insulted;  and  John 


•  Buik  of  the  Univ.  Kirk,  ff.  114.  117—123.  Cald.  MS.  toI.  fd. 
pp.  68.  74^77.  83.  91—119.  Mclvffle's  Diary,  p;  •«.  Spotswood, 
pp.  S16«»^S90. 

When  informed  that  Davidson  had  ventured  to  preach  in  his  own 
church  on  the  Sabhath  subsequent  to  the  excommunication,  Lennox 
cxelaimed,  Cett  un  petit  Diable  ! 

t  Record  of  Privy  Coandl,  July  SO,  158«. 
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Dury  waa  banished  from  the  capital  and  discharged 
frran  preaching*. 

Melville  preached  the  sermon  f  at  the  opening  of 
a  meeting  of  Ihe  General  Assembty,  extraordinarily 
convened  at  this  critical  juncture  of  affairs.  He 
inveighed  against  those  who  had  intirodnced  the 
bbtdie  gnUie  \  (as  he  termed  it)  of  absolnte  power 
into  the  country,  and'  who  sought  to  erect  a  new 
popedom  in  the  person  of  the  prince.  The  Pope, 
he  said,  was  the  first  who  united  the  ecckeiastical 
sapremai^  to  the  aril,  which  he  had  wrested  from 
the  emperor.  Since  the  Reformation,  he  had,  with 
the  view  of  suppressing  the  Gtwpel,  delegated  his 
abeolote  power  to  the  emperor  and  thei  longs  of 
Spain  and  France ;  and  from  Franca,  where,  it  had 
produced  the  horrors  of  St  Barthvlomeir,  it  was 
hrought  into  this  country.  He  mentioned  the  de- 
sign, then  on  foot,  of  resigning  the  King's  authority 
into  the  hands  cS  the  Queen,  which  had  been  devi- 
sed eight  yeare  ago,  when  he  was  in  Fnnce,  and 
was  expressed  in  prints  containing  the  figuK  of  a 
quesn  with  a  child  kneeling  at  her  feet  and  craving 
her  blessing.  And  he  named  Bisht^  Beaton  and 
liesley  as  the  chief  managers  of  that  affair.  '*  This 
will  be  called  meddling  with  civil  affairs,"  exclaimed 
he ;  "  but  these  things  tend  to  the  wreck  of  religion, 
«id  therefore  1  rehearse  them  ^." 

This  meeting  being  considered  as  a  continuation 


*  Gald.  iii.  lOS.  II4.  t  Hii  text  wm  t  Tim.  I*.  10. 

{  Bloodjr  knife  ot  «wonL  §  Cald.Ui.  IIS,  Hi. 
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of  the  piKceding  Assembly^  MdviUe  vaa  afqpointed 
to  retain  ibe  chair.  The  Assembly  irew  ttp  a  qn- 
rited  rraioDstranee  to  the  King  and  ooulicil»C9ni^ 
of  the  late  prooeedii^  and  cnymg  a  re- 


dress <if  grievances^  :  They  odmplaiaed  that  the  am- 
thtudty  <if  the  cfaiurch  had  been  ahpogated^  her  ceop* 
sisres  coiideiiined  ^and  disannulled,  and  her  JO(^ni0kcn 
obstructed  find  shamefully  abused  in  the^  discharge 
o£  tfa^  (^cial  duties }  thai;  ^ his/  Migesty  had  been 
persuaded  by  some  of  his  counadlers.  to  lay.daim 
toja^spiidtual  pover,  as  if  h«  oould  inot  be:  a  ooph 
ptoteiloiiig  and'head  of  the  commonwealiih  mdns  he 
waa  alao^liead  of  the  church ;  and  that  the  .tnr#  ju- 
riddietions,  whif  h  Ood  had  diyided,  were  thna  con^ 
fimsided^t  benefices  confienred  by  afaaolute  authority, 
andt  unworthy  persons  intruded  into  the  miniatarial 
oflkeito  gratify  the  will  of  men. and  adraDyee  tbeir 
woridl^  interest,  to  the  great  hurt  of  veligion  and 
in  direct*  o|ipoi£tibn  to  As  standing  la ws  nf  the  Imad. 
These  com^daints  were  arranged  under  >ftmst6en 
heads,  and  «t;he  assembly  conduded  by  ^  beseeching 
his  Majetty  most  humbly,  for  the  love  of  God  wh» 
had;  placed  his  Grace  on  his  royal  throne,  and  had 
hltfaerto  wondrously  maintained  and  defended  his 
authority^"  to  redress  their  grievances,  with  ^  the 
advice  of  men  that  fear  Ood  and  do  tender  ins 
Grace's  estate  and  quietness  of  this  commanwealtik" 
Melville  was  appointed,  along  with  a  number  of 
other  members,  to  go  to  Perth,  where  the  king  was 
then  residing,  and  to  present  this  remonstrance. 


« 
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Tha 'faTouritea  expressed  hi^  di8|»leasure  on 
hnaingxt  tins  depatatioa.  and  the  nunoarnai  that 
tb*  oomiaaaionen  would  be  maBsocrad  if  they  ven> 
tured  to  approach  the  oourt.  \Vhen  they  reached 
Pertly  Sit  Jamea  Melrille  of  Halhill  waited  tm  James 
BldviU^  and  besought  him  to  persuade  his  unde 
Ddttoai^war,  as  Lennox  and  Arran  were  particu* 
Jariy  ineeDBed  against  him  for  the  active  part  which 
be  Itad  taken  in  defeating  their  measures.  When 
this  adTiee  was  communicated  to  him,  and  kas  ue- 
phnr  began  to  urge  him  not  to  despwe  the  friendly 
warriagrfflieir  kinHman,  Melville  replied,"  I  aianot 
^raidithank  God  I  nor  feeble-spirited  in  the  cause  and 
message  of  Christ :  orane  what  God  pleases  to  send, 
onT  conmissiwt  riiaU  be  executed."  Having  next 
day  obtnned  access  to  the  iking  in  council  he  pre> 
swted  the  rcnoMstnoace.  When  it  had  been  read, 
Ama,  hieking  round  the  aseanbly  with  a  threat- 
eaing  eouBtenanoe,  exclaimed,  "  Who  dares  sub* 
scribe  these  treasonable  articles  ?"  *'  We  dabx," 
rapUed  Mdville;  and  advancing  to  the  table,  he  took 
tha.psB  &om  the  clerk  and  subsoribed.  The  other 
naaamiwiinnmri  immediatdy  followed  his  examj^. 
Presvmptuous  and  daring  as  Arran  was,  he  felt 
awed  and  abashed  for  the  moment ;  Lennox  ad- 
dressed the  eommifisioners  in  a  conciliatory  tone; 
and  they  were  peaceaUy  dismiaaed.  Cotaiu  Eng- 
Ushnwn,  who  happened  to  be  preseait,  expressed  their 
astoniduDOit  at  the  bold  carriage  of  the  ministers, 
and  could  scarcely  be  persuaded  that  they  had  not 
an  armed  force  at  hand  to  suppwtthenL  Wellmig^ 
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they  be  surprised ;  for  more  tkan  forty  years  elap- 
sed after  that  period,  before  any  of  their  countrynrai 
were  able  to  meet  the  frown  of  an  arbitrary  court 
with  such  firmness  and  intrepidity  ^i 

In  all  these .  contendings,  the  ministeis  of  ^tJie 
church  had  no  countenance  or  support  from  tbe  no- 
bility. Hiey  acted  «olely  upon<  their  own  eowrio* 
tions  of  duty,  and  were  not  enimaited  by  any  assu- 
rances of  protection  from  the  rage  of  those  whom 
they  offended.  ^  There  isoio  eyideiBee  of  their  having 
been  concerned  in  the  confederacy  which  aubse* 
quently  produced  a  change  in  the  administration^ 
the  countiy.  But^  on  the  other  hand,  it  i^  efident 
that  iheir  resistance  contributed  greatly  to  dieck 
the  career  of  the  favourites,  and  roused  the  nation 
to  assert  their  liberties,  so  ignominiously  tramjded 
on  by  unworthy  minions  and  insolent  strangiers. 
Had  they  acted  in  as  passive  a  manner  as  the  nofai^ 
lity  had  hitherto  done,  a  despotism  might  have  been 
established  in  the  country,  which  nothing  ^  short  of 
a  national  convulsion  could  have  overtunued^  The 
resistance  which  they  made  to  the  arbitrary'  jmA^ 
sures  of  the  court  was  perfectly  defensiUeand  legal«r 
While  they  kept  within  the  strict  line  of  ecdestasti* 
cal  business,  their  procedure  was  authorized  by  law; 
They  were  entitled  to  disregard  the  }irofaibitory 
mandates  which  were  issued,  and  to  hold  them  as 
forged,  as  surreptitiously  obtained,  or  as  ill^gaUf 

•  Bttik  of  tWe  Unirr Klrk>«  125— 1«T.    Melvffle's  DlWy,  p:  U 
Cald.  MS.  vol.  iii.  pp.  123-^199.    Petrie,  pari  iiL  p.  iSl, 
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granted  by  corrupt  courtiers,  vfao  attempted  to  su- 
persede tihe  statutes  of  the  realm  and  to  stop  the  esta- 
blished course  of  justice.  And  they  had  a  right  to 
employ,'  in  defence  of  their  liberties^  those  eensufea 
which  were  competent  to  than,  and  which  in  this 
light  had  been  solemnly  sanctzaned  and  repeats^ 
recognised  by  acta  of  the'legislatura  At  ^e  same 
time  their  registanee  was  tempered'  by  a  becbming 
respect  fcff  sMthority  and  A  due  r^ard  to  p>aU)e 
peace.  Tbef  sup^eated,  Tf^iresented,  xemoiutTRt 
ted.  No  tmrndt  was  excited  by  themi'  'And  'Al- 
though pn^ts  were  fbrced,:>aod  dimv^MAUrtA'  11<M 
lated,«iid  nunisters  assaulted,  they  never  attefflpteil 
to  raise  tiie  pcqpulace* '  nor*  aec(Hrding'tO''a'pnctle6 
common  at  that  dmci  to  arm  tiieir  ftiends  tn'fh^ 
defence.  "  ' 

The  haughtinesB,  nqndty,  and  arbitrary  prdcei 
dure  of  the  favourites  at  length  exhavated-th^  ptti 
tienoe  of  the  nobles,  who  resolved  to  freeth^mMdved 
and  their  country  fmn  a  dle^-aeeftil  Berritude.  live 
course  which  they  took  to  accomplish  thi^  wM  Vety 
different  £rom  the  open  and  regular  KsistanM  main- 
tained by  the  assemblies  of  the  church.  A  combi- 
natitm  having  been  secretly  formed  among  the  inin- 
cipel  barons,  they  got  possession  of  the  king^  per- 
son by  surprize,  and  having  compelled  Lennox  to 
leave  the  Idngdom  and  Arran  to  confine  himself  t6 
one  of  his  own. houses,  took  upon  tfaemselvett the 
direction  of  public  aflfairs.  By  this  enterprise,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Said  of  Rmtkven,  the  church 
was  restored  to  her  liberty,  and  enjoyed  a  tempo- 


180  LIVB  OF  ANDREW  lfELVlLL£« 

rary  calm.  Nothing  can  be  s  cleanr  pnxif  of  Ae 
hangbtinersa  with  which  Lamox  had  naed  his  power* 
and  the  dangerout  influence  which  he  was  undep- 
Btood  ta  possesa  over  the  royal  mind^  than  the  jncx** 
orable  manner  in  which  the  confederated  lords  in- 
sisted on  his  quitting  the  country,  contrasted  with 
their  omduct  to  Arran,  whose  personal  character 
and  private  manners  were  inoomparably  miNre  hate* 
fttl  and  detested.  If  they  were  really  actuated  by 
any  favour  for  the  latter,  or,  which  isAemore  pro^ 
baMe  supposition,  if  they  imagined  that  the  detes- 
tation felt  at  his  vices  would  prevent  him  hem  ever 
r^aining  his  former  influence,  they  were  soon  un- 
deceived and  smarted  severely  for  their  criminal 
partiality  or  impolitic  forbearance. 

While  Melville  was  engaged  in  this  contest  in  be* 
half  of  the  liberties  of  the  church,  he  found  himself 
involved  in  the  perficHimance  of  extraordinary  dsty 
at  St.  Andrews.  On  the  aboUti<m  of  epiiseopocy, 
when  the  General  Assembly  required  the  btfiSxips 
to  undertaka  individually  the  charge  of  a  partica* 
lar  congregation.  Archbishop  Adamson  eommeneed 
preaching  a3  colleague  to  Robert  Hamilton^  the  mi* 
nister  of  St.  Andrews.  But»  as  the  ardibishop  had 
frequently  occasion  to  be  absent,  and  did  not  always 
feel  himself  disposed,  when  he  was  at  home,  to  ejp^ 
pear  in  the  pulpit,  Melville  was  often  prevailed  on, 
at  his  request,  to  occupy  his  place.  On  the  death 
of  Hamilton,  the  kiik-session  petitioned  for  hi^  ser- 
vices regularly,  and  during  the  vacancy  of  the  pa^ 
rish,  the  puUic  duties  of  the  Sabbath  were  divided 
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between  hunandhisne^w.Jamesllciville*.  He 
was  extrctndy  .Bnxioofl  that  tkejr  should  fix  oai  s 
person  pn^wrlyt  qualified  for  diBcharging  the  pafr- 
torol  datiea  among  them,  and  one  who  nuf^t  bo 
useful  IB  that  station  to  the  university.  His  exet- 
tiena  in  fwwax^og  tUs  object  were  not  qmntaneoua 
on  his  part,  faut  made  at  the  express  appointment  of 
the  Genend  Aasembly:  Mid  at  the  particular  reque^ 
of  ihe  kuriv^eaeion  of  St.  AaiaKWB  f.  The  iadivir 
dualrfirft.^OKn  was  the  celelvated  Robert  Pent. 
He  had  held,  the  i^ce  of  a  nding  elder  in  that  city 
for  some  time  aftw  the  BefonnatioD,  but  wiaa  at 
present  ounister  of  St.  Cuthbert's  church,  and  pro- 
Foet  of  Trinity  College^  Edinburgh  4-  <  In  oompLU 
ance  with  the  invitation  now  givea  him,  Pout  camp 
to  St.  Andxews,  and  officiated  as  minister  to  the 

•  Melville's  tximj,  p.  66. 

t  Ihgnter  of  Kirk-Mwitni  Of  St.  Andrm,  Dec.  S.  rod  30,  ini, 
and  Usjt  9.  MBS.    BnikofUniT.  Klik,  f.  IM,  a. 

X  Foot  wu  ■  ^tive  of  Cuboa,  (Th.\.  Bnduun,  M^.  De  Scripb 
Scot.)  and  wm  iocorpoTRted  Into  St  Leonard's  CoU^  in  the  jatt 
1«M>  (Reg^  Unlr.)  *•  Mr.  Robert  Ftnt^'  rfgiM,  among  the  eUen,  a 
«k«l  of  tlM  acMon,  UM«h  80,  IfiSO,  Mid  anodua  May  U,.1UI. 
(Baeofd  «f ,  SJik-Mwion  ef  St.  Ai^ewa.}  I  undentaDd  him  to  be 
the  penmi  called  "  Mr.  Robert  Kjnpont,"  who  wu  one  of  the  com- 
minidnen  A«m  fit.  Andrew!  to  die  Genenl' Anembly  IMO,  and 
wkan  Ae  Aawnbly  dadind  qnaiiAed  "  fof  miniitriiig  and  iHching.'* 
(Keith,  Hiat- 4BB.)  "  Maiatai  |loben  PofUt  camnuMiaDez  of  the  au. 
penBtendentrie  of  Munay,"  waa  presented  "  to  the  penonage  and 
Ticanp  of  the  pniah  Uric  of  Bhuie,  In  Ae  diode  of  Unmy,"  Jn. 
13,  1M7,  (lUg.  of  PrcMM.  to  BtttcfioM,  *oL  1.  f.  3.)  H«  waa  p>»- 
MDted  to  "  the  vican^  of  St.  Cutkbert'i  kirk,  vaioaod  be  the  deonaa 
of  W»  Hairlaw,"  Dec.  S9,  IST8,  (R^.  of  Privy  Seal,  vol.  xlv.  f.  97.) 
He  waa  nade  provoM  of  Trinity  College,  Jan.  9T,  1571,  anj  tedgned 
that  pUoe,  Jane  M,  liW,  (Stag,  of  Fknent.  volt.  i.  and  ii.) 
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congregation  foi:  nearly  twelve  months,  but  bein^ 
nnable  to  procure  a  stipend,  left  it  with  the  consent 
of  the  General  Assembly  ^.     Th»  occurrence,  with 
the  causes  in  which  it  or^nated,  was  the  iiocasion 
of  much  uneasiness  to  Melville.    The  late  minister 
of  the  town  had,  during  the  latter  "part  of  his^tife, 
grown  remiss  in  the  disdu^ge  of  his. pastoral  fime- 
tions,  and  allowed  the^  ecclesiastical  discipline  to  £dl 
in  a  great  measure  into  disuse.     The  oouequeooe 
was,  that  many,  of  the  principal  inhahitanto  had  no 
desirf  ta  obtain  an  active  and  consdentioiis  minister, 
and  would  have  been  mudi  better  pleased;  with  a 
person,  of  mean  gifts,  provided  only  he  iroulda&ow 
themt  to.  live  at  peace,  as  they  termed  it^aad  not 
disturb  them  with  reproofs  from  the  palpit^  or  with 
sessional  prosecutions.    The  prior  and  pensionetrs  of 
the  abbey,  availing  themselves  of  this  feeling,  threw 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  settlement  o£  a  p^ular 
pastor,  and,  with  the  connivance  of  the  magistrates 
of  the  dty,  retained  the  funds  destined  for  |da  sup- 
port in  their  own  hands.     Finding  that  dieiF  ser^ 
vices  were  madeaa  excuse  for  delaying  the  settle* 
ment,  Melville  and  his  nephew  resolved  to  ddsMMiti- 
nue  theiUr    On  being  informed  q£  this,  tfap  presby- 
tery issued  orders  for  the  speedy  filling  up  of  :ihe 
vacant  charge.     This  injunction^  Mdth  the jrepii* 
mand  with  which  it  was  accompanied,  gave  jgreat 
offence ;  and  two  of  the  bailies  caused  the  precentor 
to  read  to  the  congregation  a  paper,  drawn  up  m 

*  Bwk  of  the  Vmw.  Kiric,  f.  134,  •< 
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the  name'Of  the  prior,  and  containiog  the  moat  dis- 
respectful leflections  on  the  presbytery  ;  for  which 
they  wan  brought  before  the  Geoeral  Ataembly 
and  eqjoined  to  make  public  satiafaction  *.  &netoD 
and  Arbuthnot,  the  Principals  of  the  Umvensities  of 
Ghugow  and  Aberde^,  wer^  afterwarda  successive- 
ly duaen  ministers  of  €t. Andrews;  and  so. sensible 
w«e  the  Geaeral  Assembly' of >  .the  impwtance  of 
havhaig  thai  town  provided  with  aa  able  and  eealous 
pastor,  Aftt  tiley  agreed  to  ithdr  translation;  But 
the  King,  influenced,- aa  was  su^pcsed,  bythe  pnor^ 
prolubited  it' in  both  iostaacest  on  the  ground  oS 
its  being  injurious  to  the-  universitaaajf^^.  By  tbiae 
means,  that  «xt»asive  parish  was  kept  vacant  during 
upwards  flf  tfaree  years }t  '   i    -  >  <i-[.  ^•:r 

Tlie  services  which  >felville  had  iwrfiarmcd'  gra* 
tuitoualy,  though  acceptable  to  the  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, exposed  him  to  ill-will  and  abnse:on  the  part  of 
not  a  few. '  As  long  as  he>  eontinued  to-  preach,  it 
was  impossible  for  him  tare&ain  from  condemning 
the  conduct  of  those  who  obstructed  the  settlement 
of  the  parish.  The  umbrage  taken  at -this  was  in- 
creased by  the  jdainne^s  with  which  he  rebuked  the 
more  fi^pnnt  vices  which  prevailed  among  the  io' 
habitants  aadwere  evexlocAed  by  those  in'  autho- 
rity. Galled  1^  his  reproofs,  the  jnwost  one  day 
rose  from  hi^  seat  in  the  middle  of  the  swmon,  and 
left  the  church,  muttering  his  dissatisfaction  with 

•  Bulk  of  Univ.  Kirk,  ff.  132,  b.  134,  a. 

t  See  Note  W. 

X  lUoord*  of  Sidc-widon  at  St  Andtein.   . 
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the  preacher.  Placards  wete  affiated  to  the  gkte  of 
the  new  college,  Uireatenmg  to  set  fire  to  tb^  Priti^ 
cipal's  lodging,  to  bastinade  him,  mid  to  cSittse  h&n 
ou^  of  the  town.  His  friends  becatiie  tdbMAed  C^ 
his  safety^  but  he  r^nalned  unintimidaled,  atid  Tb- 
fused  to  give  place  to  the  violettoe  of  hi§  adVcrtk- 
ries.     He  summoned  the  provost  beft>re  tiio  pneibf^ 

4 

tery  for  contempt  of  divine  ordinaficesw  H&  peMs 
vered  in  his  public  oensutes  of  vice:  One  of^  the 
placards  was  known,  by  the  Fr^ndk  ni^  Itelktai 
phrases  in  it,  to  be  the  prodactioil  (rf^^  Jam^-LdtiK 
mont  jrounger  of  Balcomy.  This  Md^iriMe  pt&Sas^ 
eed  to  the  congregation,  at  the  end  of  ^i>W«i*ion  in 
which  he  had  been  uncommonly  free  and  vehement^ 
and  described  the  author  of  it,  who  -wlfl  mtting^be^ 
fore  bin,  bb^u  Frenchified,  ItallKiiiMd;  joly  geikl^- 
man,  who  had  polluted  many  marriage-beds^  ai|d 
now  boasted  that  he  woidd  pollute  the  diud»  ef 
God  by  bastinading  his  s^fvants;^  He  sikmceS  Ms 
adversaries  at  this  time,  but  they  sooh  found  an  op- 
portunity of  revenging  themselves  for  the  &eed0iH8 
whidi  he  had  taken  with  them  ^.  '    ^' 

During  these  trandattions  seteral  distinguislM^ 
men  were  removed  by  deatii.  In  the  yeer  16M» 
ioka  Winram,  sub-prior  of  tii#  abbfefof  St  Att^ 
drews,  and  superintendent  of  Fife,  diid  at  an  isSr 
vanced  agef.     Though  inclined  to  the  reformed 

*  MeMUe't  Diaiy^  p.  9S« 

t  John  Johmten,  in  fah  Teites  to  the  memory  of  Wixinm,  u^ 
that  he  died  cm  the  96th  September^  1581,  (Life  of  tTbhn  Knox/i* 
443.)    But  the  tnie  date  appears  from  a  deemt  of 'the  Lords  of  Sei- 
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sentim^its  at  an  earljr  period,  he  retained  his  situa- 
tion in  die  popish  church  until  itB«Terthrow.  His 
tuDoidify  and  tenqK^rizing  condiict  vere  (rflen  ble- 
mod  by  the  ProteBtanti,  and  afforded  a  topic  of  in- 
Teetive  against  him  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  when 
ha  at  last  deserted  their  communion.  He  appears 
to  have  been  a  man  of  mild  dispositioiu,  consider- 
able learning,  and  great  Influence  *. 

In  the  same  year,  the  countiy  was  dqarjved  of 
its  greatest  Utenuy  ornament  by  the  death-  of  Bu- 
dianan.  The  splendour  of  his  talents  is  universally 
acksowledged,  and  his  political  sentiments  and  mo- 
ral character  have  found  able  advocates.     But  he 


man  againai  th«' WMnb  of  Porttamt:,  Kov.  M,  IWf,— "  The  Prlorj 
of  St.  Serru  ba  kUUd  tluliodigf  X«Tiii,otfavwJMMlMPot«nMk 
— ^racand  be  demuuon  of  the  Hune  be  umjU  Mr.  /ofan  Wjnnu%  lut 
IMoi^-and  slbeil  it  be  of  veritie  that  tbe  nid  Mr.  John  deputit  tbi* 
moctd  lib  BpOB  Um  ZTiil  of  SepP  Uat,"  Ifcc.  Tbe  PrioTj  on^ortmoak 
im*iag  been  it^goed  hy  Um,  «m  giran  to  tke  CoIkiB*  ^'  Bt.  Lm- 
luwd'i  in  ISM,  (R^ter  of  Pnwal«tioH  to  BencficM,  voL  11.  t.  31.) 

*  Life  of  Jobn  Knox,  L  31 ;  ii.  U3.  Nicol  Burne'*  Di^Hitatioti : 
AittimUkm  to  th«  Miitittert^—ln  the  Records  of  tbe  University  of 
St.  Andrews  Winnm  U  designed  "  Bscnmin  UterkmA  pnfembr  exi- 
vAtt,"  I  was  ftmneilj  disposed  to  suspect,  th^t  the  Cktecbisin  wbicii 
Bale  ueribes  to  Winnnn,  nuder  tbe  name  of  Wburam  or  Wt/rem, 
ma  tile  nme  wtth  Arcbbisbop  HamUtAn's,  (Life  of  Knox,  L  411.) 
But  1q  t  llK  of  baela  bdcn^^tig  to  the  Unlverrity  of  St.  Andrews, 
taken  in  tbe  yen  1599, 1  have  since  fonod  the  two  following  Hiparate 
CBtiiea: 

"  Catecbbmos  D.  J.  Winrnn  SupprltM-. 
£atecblsmuB  Jo.  Haniillon  Epi." 

The  ntperintetideiit  was  of  the  family  of  Batbow,  andmanicd  Har- 
riet Stewart,  Lady  Kloawdy,  (relict  of     Aytoa  of  Kinawdj) 

who  died  Mardi,  U73,  (Act  Bnik  of  tbe  ConuafaMuricC  ttf  BL  An- 
dmn;  Hay  I,  and  Oct- 18, 1£74.) 
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deserves  also  to  live  in  the  memory  of  his  country-' 
men  as  a  sincere  and  zealous  firiend  to  the  princi-* 
pies  of  the  Reformation.  He  ha4  not  concealed  his 
partiality  tp  this  cause  when  he. was  abroad;*^,  and 
fifter  hijB  return  to  his  uative  country  ha  gave  it  his 
uniform  and  most  decided  support  f.  The  sincerity 
of  his  religious  profession  was  proved  by  the  con-> 
sistency  with  which  it  was  maintained,  and  by  the 
correctness  of  his  moral  conduct.  In  courts  and  in 
the  palaces  of  the  greats  he  preserved  that  inde- 
pendence of  mind  and  simplicity  of  manners  which 
sjie  wed  him  to  be  a  philosopher  as  well  as  ajscholar. 
Tyranny,  in  all  the  forms  which  it  assumed. and 
witli  all  the  vices  of  which  it  was  the  offspring  or 
the  parent,  uniformly  found  in  him  a  determined  and 
powerful  foe.  Like  most  men  of  genius,  he  possess- 
ed a  lively  vein  of  wit,  exerting  itself  sometimes  ih 
the  keenest  satire,  but  more  freq^uently  in  the  sall^ 
of.  sportive  humour  and  good-natured  raillery,  which 
he  delighted  to  indulge  in  with  his  friends  even  td 

*  Langueti  EpiBtolc^  lib.  ii.  ep.  37. 

t  Dr.  Irving  says,  "  The  extravagances  of  Jolm  Kn»x  have  n^ 
cdved  no  splendid  encomiums  from  the  historical  pen  ol^  Buchapa^ 
He  Wis  too  enlightened  to  appUud  the  fierce  spirit  of  Intoleratioa  In 
men  who  had  themselves  tasted  the  bitterness  of  persecutimi/'  (Me- 
moirs of  Buchanan^  p.  316^  second  edit)  The  Doctor  appeals  lipi 
have  overlooked  the  fSsct,  that  some  of  the  strongest  measures  to  whidi 
he  affixes  the  character  of  "  intoleration^"  were  approved  By  aa  As- 
sembly of  which  Buchanan  was  not  only  a  member,  but  also  the  iim»- 
derator.  Buchanan's  usual  way  is  to  pronounce  his  encomiuini.oo 
individuals  when  he  records  their  death,  and  his  history  does  not  leadi^ 
the  death  of  Knox. 
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the  latest  period  of  his  life*.  MelvlUe  appears  to 
have  enjt^ed  a  large  share  of  Ms  confidence ;  and 
the  last  interview  between  tbem  presents  us  with 
some  of  tSie  most  interesting  traits  in  the  character 
of  one  of  the  most  original  writers  that  Scotland 
has  produced  f . 


*  Periit^  the  mott  genuine  ipecimen  which  hu  been  preserved 
of  Badunui*!  humimr,  is  to  be  found  in  in  original  letter  fhnn  him 
toUi Tkenu  SmoMpb,  publUied  in  Ibe  AppendU. 
.  |."'ThatSi7teiBbef,  in  tyipeof  Ttcuu,  mjTnckMr.  Aii|lr(^  Mr. 
Thomw  Bnchantn,  and  I,  heiting  ;■  Mr.  George  Buehanfl  wu  weak 
and  hia  biatorie  under  the  preaa,  -paat  ower  to  Edin'.  annes  earend  to 
vfait  hfan  ntd  lie  the  wark.  When  wd  cam  to  hia  ebalmer  «e  fand 
him  aitting  in  his  chaire  teatidung  hit  young  nuui  y'  serrit  him  in  bii 
chaliner  to  apell  a,  b,  ab ;  e^  b,  eb.  See.  Efter  Hlntadon  Mr.  Andro 
tajes,  I  ae,  sir,  yie  ar  no*  ydle.  better  this  quoth  he  nor  ateiling 
riidpe,  or  sitting  ydle  qohilk  ia  ala  ilL  y'efter  he  shew  wa  the  epis- 
tbdediattorietoi^Ung;  the^vfail^  when  Mr.  Android  real,  he 
lanld  him  y*  it  wai  obscure  in  turn  places  and  wanted  eerteon  worda 
to  pnfyt  the  sentence.  B^es  he,  I  may  do  n«  mair  for  thihlung  on 
mother  mater.  '  What  ife  tMt,M]>e»MT.  Andra.  To  die  qtiotfahe; 
boc  1  lesre  j*  and  mlnie  ma  thhigs  to  you  to  helper  Ha  Iras  telling 
him  also  of  Blahwoods  answer  to  hb  bulk  de  iure  regni.  We  went 
from  him  to  the  printera  wark  hous,  whom  we  fand  at  the  end  of  the 
ITbtdkof  hia  Chronicle,  at  a  place  qhuilk  we  thot^t  very  hard  for 
the  tyme,  qhuiDc  might  be  an  occBmon  of  steying  the  ludll  work,  anoit 
the  burial  of  Davie.  Therfor  steying  the  printer  from  prAceiding  ire 
cam  tf^Mr.  Geoige  again  and  fand  him  bedfast  by  [;|contrary  to^l  his 
costonie,  and  asking  him  whow  he  diil.  £ven  going  the  way  of  weilfare 
Myea  he.  Mr.  Thomas  his  cuung  echawes  him  of  the  &udneB  of 
tlttt  part  of  his  storie,  y'  the  king  weld  be  o£Eendit  w<  it  and  it  might 
Btey  all  the  wark.  tell  me  man  sayes  he  giff  I  have  tauld  the  treuthe. 
yia  nyes  Mr.  Thomas  sir  I  think  sa.  f  will  byd  his  fead  and  all  his 
Un"!  then  i^he ;  pray,  pray  to  God  for  me  and  let  him  £rect  alL  8a 
be  the  printing  rf  his  Cronicle  was  endit  y*  maist  lerned  wyse  and 
godlie  man  endit  this  mortal  lyBT."    (Melville's  Diary,  p.  90.) 

VOL.  1.  O 
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In  October  158S,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  Principal 
of  the  University  of  Aberdeen,  departed  this  life  *. 
He  was  followed,  in  the  course  of  two  months, 
by  Thomas  8meton,  Principal  of  the  Universi^  of 
Glasgow  f.  I  shall  afterwards  have  occasion  to  spe$k 
of  both  in  reviewing  the  literature  of  the  period. 
Melville  deplored  their  premature  death  in  strains 
honourable  to  him  as  a  friend  and  a  patriot  t^  :  The 
removal  of  two  men  so  much  revered,  and  oecujpy- 
ing  such  important  stations,  was  univeiBally  lie- 
wailed  as  an  irreparable  loss,  and,  occurring  at  a 
critical  period,  was  looked  on  as  a  {NrognoskicattfiQ  <tf 
approaching  calamities. 

Notwithstanding  what  his  Majesty  thought  pro- 


*  He  died,  unnuuried,  on  tlie  16th  of  October,  l^SS,  in  tlie  i5di 
jeer  of  hie  ege.  (Celd.  iiL  88S.  Spotawood,  8S5.  Kennedy*!  An- 
nals of  Aberdeen,  iL  372, 373.)  On  the  15th  of  July,  1 56S^  he  raoeifed 
A  preeentation  to  '*  the  personage  and  Tioarage  of  logy  calUt  kgy-lm- 
diane— ene  of  the  comonn  kirks  of  the  cathdlral  kirk  of  Aberdeen." 
His  preeentation  to  the  office  of  Prindpel  of  the  Kii^'a  CoHe^t^  » 
dated  July  S,  1569.  (Reg.  of  Present,  to  Benefices,  veL  L  £  li.S9>) 
On  the  25th  July,  1569,  he  was  presented  to  "  the  personage  and  vi- 
carage of  Arbuthnot  caUit  ane  prebendarie  of  the  kirk  of  heodi  ef 
aanctandrois  &o  I^yyding  he— ^dministrat  die  sacnmentia  of  Mhi 
Chryst.  Or  ellis  travell  in  sum  vther  als  neoessar  vocattynti  tajiie 
ntilitie  of  the  kirk  and  approvit  be  the  samyn,"  &c.  (lb.  L  27.)  Ike. 
S,  1583,  Mr.  Robt  Arbuthnett  was  presented  to  *'  the  penoni^,*Jie> 
of  Arbnthnel,— vaikaud  be  deceis  of  vmqU  fifr  Alex'  Arbathaelt' 
(lb.  voL  iL  £.  93.)  . 

f  He  died  on  ihe  ISth  of  December,  1583,  in  the  iTth  year  of  hii 
age.  (CaId.iiL299.  Spotswood,  336.)  Smeton  was  married,  (Hd- 
^viQe's  Diary,  53,)  and  Thomas Smeton,  made  A.1L at Okig^iB 
1604,  was  piobaUy  his  son. 

t  Delitiie  Poet.  Scot  ii.  120,  121. 
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ptx  to  pn^eea  to  the  coRiihlsSioneM  of  the  church 
and  to  foreign  ambafisadors,  it  soon  appeared  that 
he  lAeHsfaed  a  tooted  aversion  to  the  Rnthven  Lords. 
In  the  end  <^  Jnlie  1 S8S,  he  fiuddenljr  withdrew  froih 
tilMbi  and  having  shut  himself  up  in  the  castle  of 
St.  Andrews,  issued  a  proclamation  condemning  the 
cMierprise  of  Ruthven,  and  declaring  that,  since  that 
period,  he  hod  been  kept  in  a  state  of  restraint  axtd 
e^ifirity.  At  first  he  proinised  to  pardon  the  of- 
ftnee  which  he  hod  received,  and  to  govern  hy  the 
eommon  advice  of  his  nobility.  But  the  mask  of 
nedemtion  whs  soon  thrown  off.  Arran  was  aifain 
received  at  court,  recovered  his  formar  influence, 
and  renewed  his  tyrannical  career  with  a  fiuy  in- 
creased by  the  recollectioQ  of  his  recent  disgrace. 
This  change  portended  a  storm  to  the  church,  and 
U  was  not  long  before  it  burst  on  the  heads  of  her 
principal  ministers. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  tliose  who  were  concerned 
in  seizing  the  King's  person  at  Ruthveu  were  de- 
dared  traitors,  and  having  refused  to  deliver  t^iem- 
scttves  up,  were  ordered  to  be  pursued  as  fugitives 
fiwm  justice.  Aiier  miilting  some  shew  of  an  in- 
tention to  asseiAbId  in  their  own  defence,  the  great- 
er paH  escapied  Into  England ;  but  the  Earl  of  Gow- 
lie  lingering  imprudently  in  Dundee,  fell  into  the 
toils  of  Arran,  and  was  tried  and  beheaded.  The 
Uiitious  maimer  in  which  the  ministers  of  the 
diurch  had  approved  of  the  farmer  conduct  of  these 
noblemen,  and  tiieir  peaceable  conduct  on  the  jve- 
o8 
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tent  occasion,  prevented  the  court  from  taking  any 
hasty  measures  against  them  as  a  body  *.  But  Ar- 
ran  placed  spies  about  the  principal  persons  among 
them,  with  instructions  to  inform  him  if  they  utter^ 
ed  any  thing  from  the  pulpit  derogatory  to  his  pro^ 
ceedings  f . 

Soon  after  the  King  had  come  to  St  Andrews^ 
and  before  Arran  was  re-admitted  to  his  presenee, 
Melville  received  a  visit  from  Sir  Robert  Meltill^ 
one  of  the  new  courtiers.  Sir  Robert  informed  him 
that  some  of  his  ill-wishers  had  been  busy  in  prt^ 
possessing  the  royal  mind  against  him,  and  advised 
him  as  a  kinsman,  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity 
of  waiting  on  his  Majesty  and  clearing  himself  from 

•  The  ftpprobation  which  the  General  Ataemblj  gave  to  the  Raid 
of  Ralhren^  or  rather  to  what  was  done  in  consequence  of  it,  waaYOj 
guarded.  They  consulted  with  his  majesty  before  they  took  that  step, 
and  it  required  all  James's  Idng-craft  to  gloss  over  tbia  fitet,  whien  H 
waa  afterwards  appealed  to  by  the  En^ish  ambaaaador. .  (Buik  if 
Univ.  Kirk,  ff.  198,  b.  1S9.    Cald.  iii.  261.) 

In  a  petition  presented  by  that  Assembly  are  the  following  artides : 
"  That  his  Maitie  and  Lords  will  wey  quhat  great  itacolifenigiti 
and  abiurditiea  falls  fUrth  Tpon  the  act  of  counaell  made  oooceisiqg 
absolute  power,  and  for  removing  y'of  to  delate  ye  same  nevir  to  bf 
rememberit  heirafter.*'-^*'  That  it  wiU  please  your  Ma.  and  Lo.  to 
have  pitie  and  compassion  on  y^  noble  and  godly  man,  Jamet  Mit^ 
milton,  Brie  of  Arran,  aometyme  a  noble  and  comfortable  inatnuMirt 
in  reforming  ye  kirk  of  God,  and  now  visit  be  ye  hand  of  Cvod,  aal. 
under  pretense  of  law  bereft"  (Buik  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  ISl,  b.)  the 
Earl  had  laboured  under  mental  derangement  for  many  years.  Cti^ 
tain  Stewart  was  appointed  tutor  to  him,  and  afterwards  obtained  hii 
title  and  estates.  It  is  much  to  the  honour  of  the  Assembly  that  they 
had  presented  a  similar  petition  in  behalf  of  that  unfortunate  noble- 
roan  during  the  administration  of  Lennox.    (Ibid.  f.  98.) 

t  Wodrow's  Life  of  Galloway,  p.  6.    MSS.  vol.  ii. 
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caluumj'.  Melville  thanked  his  friend  for  this  mark 
oF  kindness,  but  excused  himself  from  complying 
with  his  advice.  If  his  Majesty  wished  Ms  opinion 
m  any  thing  relating  to  the  church  or  common- 
wealth, or  if  he  required  his  attendance  to  e]q>lain 
or  answer  fol*  any  part  of  his  conduct,  he  was  ready, 
he  said,  to  obey  the  royal  commands  with  all  humi- 
lity and  reverence.  But  he  was  certain  that  no 
man  could  justly  charge  him  with  having  failed  in 
the  duty  of  a  subject ;  and  he  would  not  take  a  step 
which  implied  a  consciousness  of  guilt,  and  would 
make  him  an  indirect  accuser  of  himsdf  to  his  sove- 
reign *. 

On  Saturday  the  15th  of  February,  1584,  Melville 
received  a  charge  to  appear  before  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil at  Ediuburgfa  on  the  Monday  following,  to  ans- 
wer for  Beditious  and  treasonable  speeches  utt«ed 
1^  him  in  his  sermon  and  prayers  on  a  &8t  which 
had  been  kept  during  the  preceding  month.  Con- 
scious of  his  innocence,  he  felt  no  hesitation  on  his 
own  account  in  resolving  at  once  to  appear.  His 
etdyconoem  was  to  know  how  he  should  conduct 
himself,  so  as  not  to  prejudge  the  rights  of  the 
church  and  the  liberty  of  the  pulpit,  which  the  court 
soQ^  to  Infringe  t^  its  present  mode  of  jvocedurei. 
Oh  this  important  point  he  bad  little  time  to  deli- 
berate, or  to  take  the  advice  of  his  brethren.  The 
University  gave  hiip  an  amjde  attestation,  In  which 

*  Melyille'a  Diary,  p.  10. 
03 
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they  declared  their  coBvietion  that  the  accosatiQii 
^as  fSdse  and  calumnious ;  that  they  had  been  cob^ 
ataiit  attendants  ost  hia  puldic  teaching^  and  had  na* 
ver  heard  any  thing  proceed  from  his  mouth  that 
waa  derogatory  to  bis  majesty's  goy^nm^t ;  an4 
that,  whoaieTer  he  had  occasion  to  touch  on  thai 
subject,  in  doctrine,  in  application,  or  in  prayers,  bfl 
had  always  spoken  reverently  of  his  m^jesty^  aoA 
exhorted  his  hearers  to  yield  obedience  to  him  99A 
to  the  meanest  magistrate  who  possessed  authprit)} 
under  him  ^.  Similar  testimonials  were  giiren  hifia 
by  the  town-council,  the  kiiic-session,  and  the  pres* 
bytery  of  St.  Andrews. 

"When  he  appeared  befcore  the  Privy  CQU»ei)»  he, 
with  atui  utmost  readiness,  gave  an  account  of  the 
sermoDr  on  which  he  was  accused,  for  the  satiates 
tioB  of  his  Majesty  and  his  counsellors.  He:  had 
preached^  he  said,  on  the  words  with  which  HaniiBl 
reminded  Belshazzar  of  the  history  of  h^  fadie^  |9eft 
buchadnessBif ;  and  he  deduced  from  theosi  thilg  gt^PI^ 
sal  doctrine>  ^  That  H  is  the  duty  of  mialeters  tQafb 
ply^  examples  of  divine  mercy  and  judgqiapt  u%9tt 
9ge8,  to  kings,  princes,  and  people;  andt  that  tbf 
nearer  the  persons  are  to  us  the  more  apj^&ci^  || 
the  examp^cV  On  that  part  of  his  subject,  h^hf^ 
saidi»  '^  But  if,  now  a  dayes,  a  minister  ^piilll  mi 
hearse  the  example  that  fell  out  in  king  J4M(n,ea  th0 
Hdrd^  dayes,  who  was  abused  by  the  flattafy  o||i9: 

•  See  Note  X. 
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courtJen*  be  would  be  said  to  raige  f  from  Mb  text, 
and  perehaiioe  be  accused  of  treason."  He  denied 
that  he  had  said,  as  he  waa  accused, "  that  our  Nebo* 
chadneiBar»  (meaning  the  king's  mother,)  was  twin 
seren  years  banished,  and  would  be  restored  again  ;" 
and  affirmed  that  auch  a  thought  never  came  into 
his  nund.  He  solemnly  protested  that  neither  in 
that  aermoD,  ma  in  any  other,  had  he  osed  the 
words  falsely  imfiated  to  him,  "  The  king  is  oulaw- 
fitUy  |»omoted  to  the  crown,"  nor  any  e^iresaioii 
capdble  of  beii^  interpreted  as  conveying  such  a 
sentiment.  Indeed,  it  was  notorious,  that  the  law- 
fulness of  his  Majesty's  authority  iiad  all  along  been 
strenuously  maintained  by  the  church ;  and  he  could 
appeai  to  all  who  had  heard  him  or  with  whom  he 
had  ever  conversed,  if  he  had  not  exerted  himself 
to  establish  it  in  all  his  discourses  and  reasonings^ 
both  publicly  and  privately.  What  he  had  laid 
dowiii  as  fDUDdcd  upon  his  text,  was,  that  whether 
kiBgs  are  raised  to  their  thrones  by  election,  by  suo- 
MsnoD,  or  by  any  other  ordinary  means,  they  owe 
then  exaltation  to  God  ;  and  that,  from  the  infirmi- 
t;f'«f  human  nature,  they  are  extremely  apt  to  for- 
gst  tibis  truth.  Having  confirmed  the  last  part  ^ 
ibl»'  remark  by  a  refCTence  to  the  history  oi  the  good 
UagB  mentioned  in  Scripture,  instead  of  making  any 
iqipiicatioB  of  it  to  the  present  time,  he  oSenA  up  a 
prayer,  (as  he  was  accustomed  to  do  whenever  he 
spc^e  of  his  Majesty)  beseeching  Ood  of  his  graee 
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not  to  suffer  our  king  to  forget  the  divine  goodness 
displayed  in  raising  him  extraordinarily  to  the 
throne  of  this  country,  when  he  was  a  child  in  the 
cradle,  his  mother  yet  alive,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
nobility  his  enemies,  and  in  preserving  him  since  the 
burden  of  government  was  laid  on  his  own  should- 
ers. Melville  concluded  his  statement  by  assuimg 
the  council  that  he  had  given,  as  nearly  as  he  could 
recollect,  the  very  words  which  he  had  spoken  from 
the  pulpit^  and  by  entreating  his  Majesty  and  dieir 
iordships  not*  to  listen  to  the  misinformatioiifi  of 
those  who  wrested  his  words  from  malice,  or  who 
were  so  grossly  igncn-ant  as  not  to  be  able  to  distin- 
guish •  between  an  extraordinary  and  an  mnkni^ul 
ealling.  He  at  the  same  time  produced  the  puUic 
attestations  of  his  innocence  which  he  had  brou]^t 
along  with  him. 

Instead  of  resting  satisfied  with  the  explanation 
•and  t^^imonials,  the  council  resolved  to  piooeed 
.with  the  trial,  upon  which  he  stated  the  following 
objecti<»36,  in  the  form  of  requests.  He  requested, 
first,  that  as  he  was  accused  upon  certain  ezpres* 
Mons  alleged  to  have  been  used  by  him  in  preaching 
and  prayer,  his  trial  should  be  remitted,  in  the  first 
ixistanoe,  to  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  as  the  ordinaiy 
judges  of  his  ministerial  conduct,  according  to  Sesnp- 
ture,  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  an  agreement  late- 
ly made  between  certain  commissioners  of  the  Privy 
Coimcil  and  of  the  Church.  Secondly,  that  he  should 
be  tried  at  St.  Andrews,  where  the  alleged  offence 
was  committed,     ITiirdly,  that  if  his  first  request 
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was  not  granted,  he  should  at  least  enjoy  the  privi- 
lege of  the  uniTersity  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
by  having  his  cause  submitted,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  the  judgment  of  the  Rector  and  his  assessors. 
Fourthly,  that  he  should  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the 
iqnstolical  canon,"  Against  an  elder  receive  not  auae- 
istsation  but  before  two  or  three  witnesses."  Fifthly, 
that  he  should  have  Uie  benefit  of  a  free  subject  by 
being  made  acquainted  with  his  accuser,  and  that 
the  individual  who  appeared  in  that  character  should, 
if  the  cha^e  turned,  out  to  be  false  and  calumnious, 
be  liable  to  the  punishment  prescribed  by  the  sta> 
tutcs  against  those  who  seek  to  alienate  the  king 
from  his  faithful  subjects.  In  fine,  he  protested  that 
if  WiUiam  Slewart*  was  the  informer,  he  had  just 
ground  to  except  against  him,  both  as  on  accuser 
and  as  a  witness,  inasmuch  as  he  entertained  a  dead- 
ly malice  against  him,  and  had  frequently  threaten- 
ed to  do  him  bodily  harm  if  it  was  in  his  power. 
■When  he  had  steted  these  objections,  the  council  ad- 
journed the  farther  consideration  of  the  cause  to  the 
fioUowing  day. 

In  the  interval,  Melville,  after  consulting  with  his 
brethren,  drew  up  in  the  form  of  a  protest  the  ob- 
jections which  he  had  stated  verbally  to  the  coun- 
cil Next  day  rommissioners  from  the  presby- 
tery and  from  the  university  4^  8t.  Andrews  at- 

*  Btemrt  wu  one  o£  the  penuonera  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Andreirit, 
utd  haJ  conceJTcd  hatred  against  Melville  on  account  of  hia  actirity 
in  procuring  a  miniater  for  thit  town.  (p.  IBB.)  Hia  conduct  on  the 
pmeni  oocaaioti  procuml  him  the  common  name  of  the  Jcauer- 
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tended ;  the  former  to  protest  for  the  liberty  of  ikm 
chiurch,  and  the  latter  to  re-jdedge  Melrille  to  the 
court  of  the  rector.  But  they  were  refused  adBn* 
81^1 ;  and  Melville,  finding  that  the  Council  weve 
determined  to  proceed  witih  the  trial,  gave  in  h& 
protest^.  The  reading  of  this  paper,  though  eoQch^ 
ed  in  the  most  temperate  and  respectful  lai^^uage^ 
threw  the  King  and  Arran  into  so  violent  a  rage» 
that  tibeir  threatenings  disturbed  the  Plrivy  Gooti- 
cSk  fliid  spread  an  alarm  among  those  who  wwe 
without,  and  anxiously  waited  the  issue  of  thetriak 
Their  violence  roused  Mdville's  spirit.  He  reso*^ 
lutely  defended  the  step  which  he  had  takea^  and  told 
the  cminselkirs,  that  as  tiiero  was  a  coMtituted 
church  in  the  country,  th^  diewed  th^nseives  too 
bold  in  passing  1^  its  teachers,  and  assuming  a  nght 
to  pronounce  seirtenoe  on  the  doctrine  and  centred 
the  administrations  of  the  servants  of  a  Idng^  and 
cQandl  greater  than  themselves:  ^  And  Hmt  ye 
nmy  see  your  rashness  in  taking  upon  you  what  ye 
neither  can  nor  ought  to  do  (undasjnng  Job  Ho^^ 
brew  Bible  from  his  girdle,  and  throwing  it  on^tils 
tdbde^  he  said,)  2%^w  are  my  instructions :  see  If 
any  ef  y<m  can  judge  of  them,  or  ^ow  that  i  hava 
passed  tsiy  injunctions.*^  Arran  took  up  the  boolq^ 
and  perceiinng  it  to  be  wiittra  in  a  steange  lan^ 
gaage^  laumded  it  to  th^  idng,  saying,  ^  Sir,  he  aooroa' 
your  Majesty  and  the  Council."—'*  No,  my  lords ; 


^  This  protett^  or  declinature,  as  it  is  usually  called,  may  be  teen 
at  large  in  the  printed  Calderwood,  pp.  144 — 140.  Comp.  Hume  of 
Godscrolt,  Hlflt.  of  the  Home  of  Douglai  and  Angus,  ii.  S09-*4tS. 
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(i«|iUed  Helville*)  I  Mom  not ;  but  with  aU  eaiamtr 
iie«B  and  graWt^t  I  stand  for  the  cawe  «f  Jestn 
Chriat  aod  hia  diurdL"  He  waa  sanral  thaea  rer 
HHived,  but  not  allowed  to  have  any  intMoonrse  vitk 
biA  hrathrm.  ButrMtios  and  raeaacea  wck  titer- 
natsiiy  woA  to  induoe  hkn  to  withdraw  his  prated 
b^  4hia  be  teiaaed  uuleas  hia  canae  won  ranitted 
tQ  tli»  propef  Jtt^^  At  last  Stewart  waa  brou^t 
foimRrB.M  aoetteer,  aad  &»  depaaitioB  of  a  nunber 
of  ivftamaea  takan.  But  altheu^  moat  of  themi 
WMWituai  known  eBflmiea.  nothing  coolii  he  extracted 
fxQm  thais  evidenoe  that  traided  ia  the  aUg^teat  d^ 
gtaa  .to.  ctiminate  him.  Netvithatanding  thia»  ke- 
waa  found  guilty  of  dt^ning  the  jvdgvieiik  of  tha 
Council  and  behaTingiimevanatijibBfan  them;  and 
waa  omdemBed  to  be  ivapnaoDsd  im  the  Caatie  of 
Edinhui^h,  and  to  be  furthw  {mniedbed  in  hia  peiv 
uan.  and  goods  at  his  M^eaty's  ploasure*. 

ilia  frienda  were  greatly  perplesed  as  to  the  oRinB 
i^ieh  tbey  should  now  adriae  hhn  ta  take.  On  the 
cne  hand,  they  were  aiwrse  ta  deprive  tiw  churdt 
afA  iWUTenity  of  his  awvices.  by  advising  him  to 
l«Mro  tiie  Idogdoio.  and  they  were  not  without  hcfiea 
tb»t.&ef  woald  be  able  to  procure  hia  UheratipHaf- 
te8i«  ebpft  napriMoinenr.  On  the  other  luaA,  a 
tea^posary  intenmaBau  of  hia  lahoura  waaaotto  be 
part  im  bahtnee  with  tin  nak  of  hia  life  s  and  the 
fury  with  which  Arran  conducted  himsdf  justified 
the  BtTMigest  af^vehenaions.     It  was  judged  pn^>er 
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that  he  should  keep  himself  concealed  in  the  capi- 
tal, while  his  nephew  sounded  the  courtiers  and  tried 
to  ascertain  the  treatment  which  he  was  likely  to 
receive.  From  some  of  them,  James  Melville  re- 
ceived favourable  assurances,  but  those  on  whom  he 
could  place  more  dependence  repeated  the  proverb 
of  the  house  of  Angus,  "  loose  and  Umng^  and  sig- 
nified, that  if  his  uncle  surrendered  his  liberty  he 
would  come  out  of  prison  to  the  scaffold.  This 
was  corroborated  by  information  that  the  place 
of  his  confinement  was  changed  from  the  Castle  of 
Edinburgh  to  that  of  Blackness,  a  solitary  and  un- 
wholesome dungeon  kept  by  a  creature  of  Arran's  *. 
As  soon  as  he  heard  this  circumstance,  l^ville  de- 
cided upon  the  course  which  he  would  tdke,  Imt 
without  imparting  his  resolution  to  his  brethren.  He 
came  from  his  concealment,  and  made  as  if  he  in- 
tended to  obey  the  sentence  of  the  Privy  CbujidL 
He  dined  in  Lawson's  house  with  the  ministers  who 
were  in  town,  and  was  the  most  cheerful  person,  in 
the  company ;  mingling  more  than  his  usual  portion 
of  hilarity  with  the  graver  conversation  of  the  taUe^ 
drinking  the  health  of  his  captain,  as  he  c^ed  the 
keeper  of  Blackness,  and  desiring  his  bretiiron  to 
prepare  to  follow  him.  The  macer  being  announ- 
ced, he  requested  that  he  should  be  brought  in ;  and 
received  with  all  respect  the  chai^  to  enter  himself 

•  John  Dayidson,  iu  his  answer  to  Alkin^  says  that  serarai  of  the 
lords^  when  requested  to  subscribe  the  sentence  as  altered  l^  Amii» 
reftised,  and  said^  that^  to  please  his  m^jesty^  they  had  already  yield- 
ed too  far  in  agreeing  to  it  in  its  original  form.    (Cald.  ii*  SiS.) 
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a  prisoner  within  ten  hours.  A  little  after  this  he 
left  the  company,  and  heing  joined  by  his  brother 
Roger,  retu^  from  Edinburgh,  passed  the  night  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  next  day  reached  Berwick 
in  safety ;  to  the  mortification  of  Arran,  who  had  a 
company  of  horsemen  prepared  to  conduct  him  to 
Bladcness  ^« 

The  court  incurred  great  odium  by  its  severe 
treatment  of  Melville.  The  ministers  of  Edinburgh 
prayed  for  him  in  public,  and  the  universal  lament 
was,  that  the  king,  under  the  influence  of  evil  coun- 
sel, had  driven  into  exile  the  most  learned  man  in 
the  kingdom,  and  the  ablest  champion  of  religion 
and  the  liberties  of  the  church.  To  counteract  this 
impression  the  Privy  Council  issued  a  proclamation, 
declaring  that  his  exile  was  voluntary,  and  disclaim- 
ing any  intention  of  using  him  rigorously  f .  Little 
credit  was  given  to  this  representation,  which  was 
contradicted  by  an  act  of  council  made  upon  Mel- 
▼illei*s  flight,  and  ordaining  that  such  preachers  as 
were  accused  should  henceforth  be  apprehended  with- 
out the  formality  of  a  legal  charge  ^. 

Had  the  affair  which  we  have  now  related  been 
a  detached  and  isolated  occurrence,  it  might  have 

•  CalcL  iiL  S04^«-S14.  MelTiUe^s  Dmrf,  pp.  109—104.  Spotswood^ 
sao.  Hume,  Hist,  of  the  House  of  Dovglai  and  Angiu^  ii  80S<— 
Hume  layi  tliat  Melville  published  his  Apology,  or  the  Declinature 
which  he  had  given  in  to  the  Privy  CounciL 

t  A  Declaration  to  sum  reportis  maid  anent  Mr  Andro  Mehiile. 
Beeord  of  Privy  Council^  ult.  Febr.  1583. 

I  6alhmay*i  Apology  for  his  Fllg^t^  in  Wodrow's  Life  of  Mr.  Pa« 
trick  GaUowAy,  p.  $.    MSB.  in  BibL  Cdl.  Ghw.  vol.  iL 
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been  passed  cnrer  withoat  in^iuring  narrowly',  #lie- 
ther  the  issue  to  which  it  was  brought  wie  tMte 
owing  to  the  imj^tiidetice  of  the  p^Tsoii  aeeudei,  dr 
to  the  violent  tod  toWtrary  prooeduw  of  his  judgirt. 
But,  it  is  only  one  of  many  eases  whictt  <X5ciMed, 
and  involves  the  great  question  which  was  to  kieMSy 
agitated  between  the  court  and  the  diuiySi  <AKtfi% 
the  wh<^  of  this  reign.  Qn  this  aoeouH<^a]ld<b^  pre- 
Vent  future  repetition,  I  shall  here  makc^  tt*  ft^  <A- 
Servations  on  «  subject  Which  has  beM  ttttidl  ^inis- 
Uhderstood  and  misrepresented.  '  ''  ' 

It  is  nfeedless  to  contend  about  WoMSL '  I  siitil 
therefore  aHow  that  the  instrument  wHiiA  Melvilfe 
gave  m  to  tile  Privy  Oouiicil  on  his  teial' Wfiii  it  AmI- 
<terial^fe«lfiia^«fv;  although  he  did  HoC  laiStt  iSse 
lif  that  tarm^  laid,  it  is  probable^  avoided  H  ibt^- 
ftionally,  ^at  he  might  not  give  Unn^eaisHt^  ulti- 
brage,  or  afford  a  handle  to  those  who  Sott^hl  ad- 
vantage against  him  and  the  cause  which  he^  nitdh- 
tainted.  But  it  would  argue  a  very  sl^ndet  decree 
of  acquaintance  with  the  subject  to  iftfer  findm  fills 
circumstance,  that  he  disowned  the  authority  or 
called  in  question  the  jurisdiction  of  the  king.  9Xid 
his  council,  llie  most  that  it  could  imply  was*  (iuit 
the  Privy  Council  was  not  the  proper  court  fer  try- 
ing the  accusation  brought  agaiiistHiih;  UtLd!  y(e 
shall  afterwards  shew  that  it  did  notimiay  aomudi. 
Every  lawful  judicature  is  not  entitled  to  judge  M 
eveiy  cause,  and  a  party  has  a  Hght  to  t^e  l^^ 
steps  for  having  his  cause  brought  befora  tho  compe- 
tent judges.    Even  in  that  age^  when  the  botiMairies 
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<tf  the  difierent  juriAdictioas  trers  fitr  from  being 
aecnnitsly  traced,  it  was  not  imcommon  for  pei^ns 
to  decline  the  jndgment  of  the  Privy  Connd),  and 
to  bring  thcjr  caoae  before  the  IjokIs  of  Session  *. 
They  were  boC  on  that  account  thought  to  be  goilty 
of  treason*  nor  charged  with  impeaching  the  n^td 
authority ;  and  the  assemblies  of  the  diurdi  vere 
jndicatinies  acknowledged  by  law  as  mneh  as  any 
cdvU  or  criminal  coiut  in  the  conntry. 

It  is  equally  unreasonaUe  to  Identify  the  plea  ad- 
vanced by  Melville  with  the  daim  whidi  the  poptidi 
clergy  made  to  immunity  from  the  civil  jurisdic- 
tion f.  Not  to  mention  that,  in  the  latter  ease,  ^ 
ultimate  dedfiion  might  be  given  by  a  foreign' power 
in  consequence  of  a  reference  or  appeal  to  the  eoaft 
of  BcHoe,  the  popish  dergy  claimed,  sAd  actual- 
ly obtained,  an  exemption  £nmi  civil  juriadictiob 
as  to  ail  crimes,  of  whatever  kind  they  might  he, 
and  on  whatever  occasion  they  might  be  committed 
— oinrdera,  aduUeries,  thefts,  secret  conspiracies, 
and  op^  i4^>earanoea  in  arma  against  the  state. 


*  "  T.  Eiteen)  ;e  thit  ligtit  for  i  nlgect  to  decline  liii  prince'i 
Jflfgrnrnf?  Z.  I>  tlut  any  new  tiling  P  Palls  not  that  forth  allmoit 
•foy  day  beforo  the  Seent  Countel  ?  Declined  not  Mr  John  Cn- 
moaod,  within  flO  dtja  after  Mr  AndteVi  &yet,  the  King  and  Ccnn- 
w3  ■■  Jvdgei  competent  for  the  exhibition  of  the  heretrix  of  Badra- 
li^t,  and  he  «u  never  qutnaled  aa  a  dedyner  of  the  Elnga  M.  aiu 
dHrity.  Thia  la  a  fenn  common  enough  bcfim  any  jndgea."  Dla< 
bgiw  between  Z^tor,  Teiaporiaoi,  and  Palcmon.  (Cald.  ilL 
4TB.) 

•f-  Thia  haa  been  done,  in  very  nnqtuBfled  toma,  by  Dr.  Bcbirt- 
mm.  (Hiat.  of  eootland,  toL  B.  p.  «U.    Lond.  ISO*.) 
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The  plea  of  the  Presbyterian  niinifittra  was 
entirely  to  the  exercise  of  their  fiastoral^  functioiuu 
To  represent  these  claims  as  thesame^iis  as  almuifc 
as  it  would  be  to  confound  the  prolecfcioii;  grantedi 
to  worshipping  assemblies  by  every  dvtkizfd  naftioti^ 
with  that  privilq^ewhifdi  .tenwrly  rendered  iKii4* 
giouB  houses ' end'  their  jctmsecratcd  i appendages  mn 
many  sanctuaries  lor  all  kinds  ie£  aMlefiactonai  i  .Nmf 
did  Presbyterians  plead  thatfthq  eoolesiaatiealJBOfiBtto 
were  t^Mfe- judges  4if  doctdnsidaUMiBdiiiiMR'tiisj 
pttlpitiy«^r(.tliBt  it 'belonged  toiliieniL'toJvdgiecOfritta^- 
son*i^.  i «  If  tlMy  iiad>  done  so^  jand^  if  ^  they il)»4  at  the 
same 'tin^eomtendedttitttt 'the. mere  msqaittM  td-^ e^ 
pteaoheri^ithe  dtnrdiMCoiarts  barred  ^titociTil  mai-: 
gistMleifrom  psieceedii^againBib  iMn.dGnr  thecsi^ 
of  todilionor 'treaadn,  tbca  I  acknowledge  that .tiie 
charge  biMiglit  against' them,  wenldio  a;o^rt«iiit  exH 
teirl  be  w«Hf(MiAdedi.aad'that4l»ir  daims  dea^rt^ 
to  ^have^been  resisted iiaad  jreprobatedx  i  But  sadk 
wasiBOt  the  nature  pf  their  plea.  vAUithut  thegrju-K 
sisted  foi^'wasy  that  when  a  xniiiiflter .^wjis.  aiiomedr^^^ 
having  exce^ed  the  proper  bounds  of  his  offioQ^and! 
of  having-  tangfat  from  the  pn^t  what  tended  toi 


*  Dr.  Robertson  represents  Melville  as  contending  that  '^  the  Ptes* 
bytoy  of  which  he  was  a  member  had  the  sole  right  to  call  hhn  to  ac- 
count for  woiros  ^Icen  in  the  polpit ;"  and  yet  he  nSlovn,  in  iStk  iadte 
sentence^  that  his  plea  amounted  only  to  this/  that ''  ndther  the  Kitv' 


(ergy 'would  "have  become  independent  on 'the  ciTil'int^H-' 
trate^7  ^^^  inijg;ht  have  taught^  ''  without  fiar  or  control,  the  imtef^ 
dangerous  principles/' &c.    (History^  ut  supra.) 
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riie  Imrt  of  the  state  or  the  dishonour  of  n^is- 
trates,  instead  of  being  immedi&teljr  dragged  before, 
a  dTil'tribuniil,  tiie  accusatioa  againpt  him  should 
be  brought,  in  iie<^rst  itutanee,  before  those  courts 
wfaidi  had  the  direct  oversight  of  his  pastorali  con- 
dhict.  If  they  should  find  the  accusation  well  found- 
ed, it  was  incombent  aa  them  to  censure  him  for  a 
Ti(dati(Hiaf  his  miuiBterial  duty,  and.  to  leave  him  to 
the  judgment  of  tha  proper  court  for  the  civil  offence 
of  wluch'he  had  been  guilty.  Or  if  they,  through  the 
influence  of  undue  partiality,  should  jmitify  liim  er- 
roneouflly,  itwas  stiU  competent  for  t^  civil  ma- 
gistrate to  proceed  against  him  in.  the.  leiKivise  of 
that  authority  which  the  antecedent  judgvent  of 
the  church  oould  neitiier  supersede,  nor  iav^idate*. 
Such  was  iba  full  amount  of  the .  claim  made  by 
the  church  at  this  timie,  and  if  caztdidly  exwnined  it 
will  be  found  neither  so  eitravaguit  nor  so  unreason' 
able  as  has  been  all^fed.  When  accused  of  uttering 
se^tioua  or  treasonable  language  from  the  pulpit, 
a  preacher  was  chai^^  with  a  double  offence  which 
rendered  him  amenable  to  s  double  jurisdiction. 
He  was  amenable  to  the  church  for  the  transgres- 
sion of  his  official  duty,  and  to  the  state  for  viola- 

*  **  The  qtusdon  wm  not,"  hji  Prindpd  Bullie,  "  Wlwtbci  mi- 
niatcn  be  exempt  from  the  magUtntet'  juriidicUai),  nor.  Whether 
iW  pulpit  pvta  men  in  a  liberty  to  teach  treaaon  without  an;  dvill 
cagDhaiioe  and  ptuiihment.  iJince  the  ReformatioB  of  Kl%Ion  no 
nam  ta  Soodand  did  ever  avert  inch  things.  But  the  qneitioo  waa, 
H  Spolavood  bimtelfe  itatei  it.  Whether  the  Ceunaell  wu  a  compe- 
tent judge  to  Muter  MelfiUe's  doctrine  in  prima  iiutanlia :  theie 
were  tbe  exprene  termes."  (Anawer  to  the  Declaration,  p.  I^  tu1»- 
jaincd  to  HiMarieal  VindlntiMi,  Load.  ItM.) 
VOL.  I.  V 
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ting  his  duty  as  a  subject  The  only  question , was 
as  to  the  order  in  which  the  cause  should  come  to 
be  tried,  and  the  tribunal  before  which  he  should 
be  primarily  called  to  appear.  Some  arrangement 
bdioved  to  be  made  as  to  this;  and  where  there 
was  fr  constituted,  church*  whose  judicatories  were 
fecogniaed  by  the  state,  it  seems,  on  sev^al  grounds, 
the  most  proper  and  expedient  course  that  the  in- 
dividual accused  should  in  the  first  instance  be 
made  accountable  to  them.  Though  a  subject*  it 
WAS' when  acting  in  the  character  of  a  puUie  minis- 
Ust  ^  the  church  that  he  incurred  the  charge  hrou^t 
against  him.  And  be  could  not  offend  against  the 
state,  or  against  any  individual,  without  first  trans- 
gressing his  duty  as  a  preacher  of  the  Grospel.  By 
this  arrangement,  the  state  might  h^re  been,  saved 
from  much'  disagreeable  and  unnecessary  business, 
rither  in  the  way  oi  its  appearing,  from  the  inves- 
tigatioB  before  the  ecclesiastical  courts^  that  the 
diarge  was  completely  groundless ;  or,  if  it  turned 
out  otherwise,  in  the  way  of  their  sentence  leading 
to  what  might  be  justly  regarded  as  a  sufficient  re- 
paration of  the  offence  and  a  prevention,  of  its  re- 
currence ;  in  both  which  cases,  the  neoes^ty  <tf*  a  le- 
gal prosecution  would  have  been  happily  superseded. 
This  arrangement  would  also  have  had  the  effect  of 
preventing  ministers  from  being  harassed  by  espicm- 
,age  on  the  part  of  the  govemmenty  or  by  the  mali- 
^ous  informations  of  individuals  offended  at  their 
faithfulness  in  the  reproof  of  sin  or  in  the  exercise 
.0^  cpipQiplinef ,  All  these  objects  would  have  been 
gained,  while  at  .the  same  time  the  civil  couiAa 
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Uined  their  authority  entire  and  mumpaired.  1 
need  scarcely  add,  that  the  r^ulation  in  question 
was  never  intended  to  apply  to  extra(a>dinary  cases  ; 
and  diat'  no  such  inununity  was  pleaded  as  would 
have  prevented  the' executive  government  from  im- 
mediate procedure  against  any  one  who  should  be 
notoriously  guilty  of  exciting  sedition  or  treason  hy 
his  preaching,  oe  who  should  even  be  suspected 
<tf  this  in  a  time  of  public  commotion  or  aatiooal 
alamL 

It  m^  be  aUi^ed,  Uiat  this  amu^ment  would 
have  produced  et)llision  between  the  two  authorities. 
But  how  could  this  have  been  prevented  altog^tbo-, 
in  the  supposed  case,  without  abolishing  the  juris- 
diction and  discipline  of  the  church  ?  If  it  ^obld 
be  said«  th^  the  previous  judgment  of  the  ecdeslas- 
ticftl  court  would  have  imposed  a  certdia  kind  of  re- 
straint on  the  proceedings  of  the  civil,  I  gratot  that  it 
would  indirectly.  But  then  I  maifttain  that  this 
would  have  proved  upon  the  whole  a  salutary  duck, 
and  that  Its  tendency  woi^d  have  been  to  discourage 
the  cmfrt  &om  indulging  in  ariutrary  and  vindictive 
prosecutions.  What  is  it  but  the  restraint  of  opi- 
nion otl  coercive  authority — the  great  saf^ttard  of 
the  Wedc  agaidsti  the  of^reesiona  of  th6  pow^rAll  ? 
It  is  proper  to  guard  against  the  UcfeOw  of  the  pul- 
pit ;  but  it  is  equally  pk*oper  to  provide  against  to- 
cnxtchmeMs  on  its  due  libert/.  This  is  an  ol^ect 
of  great  importance,  whether  it  be  viewed  jit  rehi* 
tirai  to  the  nature  and  immediate  ends  of'  tbepas^ 
tifral  office;  or  to  1^  indirect  influence  wbkh  it  is 
calculated  to  liave  upon  piriMid 'opinion'  and  the  iu- 
PS 
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tionill  wfeal.  Those  who  speak  *  in  Hedven-s  name 
to  men;  atrd  whose  duty  it  is  to  declare  the  whole 
eomnsel  of  God — ^to  inculcate  the  obserrance  of  th^ 
divine  law  in  all  its  extent — to  reprove  irreligimif 
and  vice,  injustice  and  oppression,  wherever  they 
BppcBt  and  by  whomsoever  committed — ^to  warn  of 
^qipi^Mu^hiiig  judgments  and  impending  dangers*—' 
tt>feall  ail  to  rtpentance  and  reformation  of  lif^— 
ahdt<y  Watch  for  souls  a^  those  who'  must  give'  anf 
adcotlnt— "are  entitled  to  use,  and  ought  to  be  pft>-^ 
t^tfiA'  fh  MsiAg,  a  more  than  ordinary  Hbeity  of 
8p£^.  If  they*  ate  ftettered  by  injunctiecD^^  tad 
alrt!d  by  ^rosecntitms  and  penalties— if  they  dare 
select  no  irubject,  advance  no  sentiment,'  employ  no 
eijfteswlon;  but  what  is  agreeable  to  men  in  power, 
akid  irinoothed  down  so  as  not  to  grate  the  delicate 
ears  of  courtiers — ^if  they  are  prohibited  from  ap- 
plying tht  examples  of  Scripture,  and  improvfaig 
dte  events  of  Providence,  to  the  instruction  and  ad^ 
nionition  of  their  faeibrers— and,  in  Ime,  if  they  are 
not  idlowed  to  exhort,  reprove,  rebuke,  with  all  aiK 
tiiority,  they  cease  to  be  the  servants  of  Christ,  aad 
become  Pithless  and  unprofitable  to  the  people  ct 
their  charge.  Is  not  this  to  chain  them  up  like  the 
ahbhal  employed  to  keep  isentry  when  the  family 
aVe  asleep,  which  alanns  passeiigers  by  its  nmse, 
lidcs  the  hand  that  feeds  it,  and  is  let  looae  at  its 
master's  pleasure  ?  Who  would  undatake  such'  a 
d^raifing  office,  but  hirelings,  parasites,  or  dastard* 
ly^'  groVelling,  and  slavish  souls?  Nor  is  the  eott* 
servatidn  of  this  privily  (and  why  should  not  tiis 
pulpit  have  its  privileges  as  well  as  the  senate,  the 
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-benchi  the  bu,  or  the  academical  chair  ?)  of  less  im- 
praitaiu^  in  a  national  and  political  point  of  view. 
The  beneficial  influence  which  religion  exerts  over 
the  minds  of  an  intelligent  people,  politically  consi- 
.dered,  depends  in  a  high  degree  on  the  proof  which 
its  teachers  give  of  their  hoQesty  and  independence. 
.This  is  the  savour  of  their  salt,  without  which  they 
are  good  for  nothing,,  and. soon  become  wmrse  tbw 
nothing,  corrupting  and  being  corrupted.  De«pDt- 
iem  has  rarely  been  established  in  any  nation  .with" 
out  the  subserviency  of  the  ministers  of  ^elfgjpn. 
And  it  yearly  concerns  thie  cauee  of  public  liJb«rty> 
that  those  who  ought  to  be  the  conunoii.  ipstrufrtjOfp 
and  the  faithful  and  fearless,  monitors  .o£  all  claucs, 
should  not  be  converted  iuto  the  trali)^  syco^hs^ 
of  a  corrupt  or  the  trembling  slaves  of.^.^rraimif^sl 
administration.  i  i  . 

At  the  period  of  which-we  speakr  the  pulpit  ^a^i 
.in  fact,  the  only  otganby  whicbpuMjc  opinion  was 
or  could  be  expressed ;  ,and  the  ecclesiastical  courts 
were  the  only  assemblies  in  the,  natioq  which  poE|- 
aessed  any  thing  that  was  entitled  to.  the  name  of 
liberty  or  independence.  Parliament  had  its  busir 
ness  prepared  to  its  hand*  wd  laid  hefore  it  i;a  the: 
ab^pe  of  aeta  which  required  ouly  its  assent  IMa- 
cussion  uid  freedom  of  speech  were  uoknpwii  .in  its 
iiteetinf^  The  courts  of  justice  were  dependent  o;i^ 
the  will  oi  the  sovereign,  and  frequently  had  th^ 
proceedings  regulated  and  their  deciedpna  dictated 
t^  letters  and  messages  &om  the  throne., ,  It  .WfA  th^ 
s  who  first  tftught. the  people  to,!QZfirW,ajp 
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-opinion  on  public  affairs  and  the  fonducjt  of  thcsr 
•rulers ;  and  the  assemblies  of  the  church  set  die 
eai4iest  example  of  a  r^ular  and  6rm  opjlosition  to 
the  arhitraiy  and  unconstitutional  iheasures  of  the 
court.  This  is  a  fact  which  has  been  strangdy  over* 
looked  by  most  modem  writers,  who,  instead  of  pre- 
senting ac<nirate  and  liberal  views  of  the  state  of  eo-^ 
^ety  at  that  period,  have  too  often  amused  their 
readel^  by  pointing  sarcasms,  or  turning  elegant 
ttefiod*,  on  the  arrogant  pretensions  and  dangerous 
^emirokchments  of  a  presbyterian  hierarchy. 
•  The  trutih  is,  that  the  nation  4t  large  wto  inter* 
^eisted'in  the  question  respecting  the  indcqpendence 
of  the  eecla^iastical  courts;  and  every  enlightened 
fMend  of  justice  and  freedom  at  that  time 'must  have 
wishM  dfAccei^  to  the  stn^le  which  the  preadiers 
were  making  in  defence  of  their  privileges.  The 
^we^  of  the  PriVy  Council  of  Scotland  appear  to 
have  been  vague  and  undefined,  their  mode  of  proce- 
dure summary,  and  theii-  decisions  frequently  of  the 
most  arbitrary,  oppressive,  and  despotical  kiiuL  It 
would  not  be  a  difficult  task,  in  my  opinion,  to  ex- 
tract from  their  records  a  series  of  proceedings,  in 
which  they  not  only  interfered  with  causes  which 
-properly  belonged  to  the  civil  and  criminal  ooarls, 
liut  also  decided  them  in  a  way  contrary  to  the  most 
essential  principles  of  justice  and  the  most  explicit 
statutes  of  the  realm.  It  will  scarcely  admit  of  a 
^oubt^  that,  in  the  prosecution  of  Melville,  the  court 
liad  more  in  view  than  checking  the  liberties  used 
%y  preoKrhersi  or  resisting  the  alleged  claim  of  churdi- 
courts  to  judge  in  cases  of  treason.   Tlieir  grand  ^b- 
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jeet  W8fl  to  reader  the  authority^  of  the  sovereign 
absolute  by  bringiiig  every  cause  befoore  the  council- 
tabiB  for  dedeion.  A  right  had  ahready  been  claim- 
ed on  behalf  of  the  Privy  Council  to  judge  in  all 
cauaes  of  a  civil  nature,  and  the  claim  was  afterwards 
confirmed  by  a  slavish,  parliament  *.  But  the  royal 
power  was  regarded  as  limited  and  incomplete  so 
Img  as  ecclesiastical  causes  were  exempted  from  its 
jurisdiction.  The  right  which  the  church-rfxiurtB 
exercised  of  appointing  their  own  diets,  the  fre^om 
of  discussion  allowed  in  their  meetiogs.  and  the  Jea- 
lousy with  which  they  resisted  every  attempt  to  en- 
croach on  their  rights,  -were  -disliked  by  kht  courtiers 
as  tending  to  abridge  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
and  dreaded  by  them  as  holding  out  a  temptation 
to  the  civil  courts  to  lay  claim  to  similar. privileges. 
It  was  the  suppression  of  these  that  was  aimed  at 
in  the  presffiDt  prosecution  and  Jn  the  late  afialr  of 
Montgomery. 


*  In  the  esuH,  Jamcfl  Menifei  ag»iiut  Ewl  of  AAole,  befoM  the 
Vnvf  Conncil,  April  3,  liT6,  it  wu  pleaded  by  the  diefendier  tlut,  by 
the  inttitutioik  of  the  College  of  Justice,  all  canan  ihould  be  tried  by 
them.  It  naa  answered  by  the  punuer,  and  "  by  Mr.  David  Borth* 
wick,  advocate  to  hii  Hfttie  in  his  hienea  aanie,  ^t  be  act  maid  be 
Kfaig  Jmmei  the  Thbd,  it  fa  deolarad  that  it  ahall  be  Jeaum  to  hii 
M&Iie  at  hii  aucccMontea  to  decyde  in  whataomevor  cauiet  at  y'  plea- 
wooT  notwithatandiiig  onj  priviledge  granted  to  ony  *ther  Jiigea." 
The  lordi  of  secret  council  found  that  they  wett  "  Jtigea  ooRipete&t" 
(Lord  Haddington'*  MS.  Collections  from  Minntcs  of  Becrot  Conncil, 
&c)  The  pailiainc&t  ISfii  ordained  that  the  king's  mijeBtj,  hia 
heits,  &&  shall  be  "  Jogei  espetent  to  all  persoiu — i»  ail  maOtrit 
qnhairin  Ihaj  or  my  of  thame  lalbe  appnbendit,  HuuDoandorahaiw 
giit  to  ananCT  to  aie  iUagm  u  mUm  iaqniiit  gf-tfaaiiM  k*  fur  and 
WNHMMloidandbis  oooiimU."    (Act.  ParL  Sqm.  iiL  SM-)    . 
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On  his  trial,  Melville  pleaded  notcmly  theaets  of 
Parliament  and  Privy  Council  ratifying  Hie  jnrifr*. 
diction  of  the  church,  but  -also  an  agreonent  whioii 
had  been  entered  into  with  the  view  of  avoiding 
dissension  on  this  very  subject  In  eonseiiuenoe  Qf> 
the  offence  which  was  taken  at  the  court'a  haviagi 
imprisoned  Dury  £Dr  expressions  used  in  the  pulpit, 
a  conference  was  held  between  commissioners  of  the 
Rrivy  Cioundl  and  certain  ministers,  who  9gned  that^ 
in  future,  if  the  King  was  offended  at  the  doGfaEui& 
o(  any  preacher,  he  should  caujie  a  complaint  to  be 
given  in  against  him  to  the ! ecclesiastical  oourt,.in* 
stead  of  summoning  him  to  appear  befiuu  the  Privy. 
Ooundl *.  •  Accordingly  this,  was  done  in  the  in^ 
stanoe  of  Balcaaquhall.  Melville  had,  tiberefbre^  re»* 
son  to  complain  that  this  agreement  was  vicdated 
in  his  ease4  It  is  a  very  insufficient  and  weak  apo* 
logy  for  sueh  bad  £aith,  tbat»  in  BakanquhaU's  pro* 
cess,  r  the  General  Assembly  did  not  give  .the  Kii^ 
satisfaction,  and  did  **  force  him  to  take  other  courses 
than  he  desired  to  follow  f ;"  as  if  the  agreement 


•    €t 


In  respect  that  at  the  last  calling  of  Jo>>  Dune  hefor  the  privte 
counaell  vpon  ane  compt  of  certaine  words  alleclgit  spokin  in  his  ser* 
VMO,  ordonr  wastaidn  be  certtineconiisBioiiersof  ooanseUandbredier 
of  the  kkk,  that  in  caee  sadi  sccviatiaaes  aftewai4  9mM  fall  osli^ 
the  kirk  soold  have  the  judgement  yrof :  And  if  the  kings  Ma.  please 
to  send  any  coraissioners  at  tryall  they  sould  see  the  prooeidings  ofthe 
kirk.**    (Buik  of  UniversaU  Kirk»  f.  114.  b.) 

t  Spotswood^  p.  31 7, 318.  Those  who  consult  the  expressions  diar- 
^geil  on  Balcanquhally  as  given  by  the  archbishop,  will  probably  be  of 
opinion,  that  if  there  wfts  any  thing  offensive  in  them  it  lay  in  the 
•preacher's  playing  on  words  in  the  pulpit.  And  surely  his  nuyesj^, 
4tt  least,  had  no  right  to  be  oflfended  at  a  speaker's  being  acquitted  &f 
punning  unseasonably. 
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had  been,  that  &«  AaMmbly  slunild  have-thtt  ponrer 
to  judge  of  ^  doctrine  of  preOchexB  provided  the/ 
hnmoored  his  m^eity  b^  always  condemniiig  it.  . 
iDdependently  of  tJiese  considecatioiis,  the  pnn 
ceedings  t^Binst  Melville  were  grossly  unjust  and 
illcgoL  His  sentence  Tested  not  on  the  proof  cl  tike 
articles  libelled,  but  entirely  on  the  mode  of  his  de* 
fence.  Granting  that  :t^  eooncii  had  the  fullest 
right  to  judge  in  the  cause  and  atfirst  instanct,  and 
consQCpientLj  that  his  jreq^uisition.  .-protest*  or:  tbdi-* 
nature  was  invalid  and  inadmissible^  «U  that  re* 
inained  for  the  court  to  d<s  was*  to  rcpri' his  defences j 
to  fiud  itself  competent,  and  to?prooced  .with  the 
trial.  He'waB  before  them,  and  the  only  oppositaoa 
which  he  madewae  by  woftds  and  writtaa  instnh 
ment.  Of  the  same  complexion,  and  still  worse,  was 
the  conduct  of  the  council  in  iutroducingj  among 
the  grounds  of  his  s«itenc8,  his  befaovioiwand  tbe 
expressions  used  by  him  on  his  defi^oei,- AHhouf^ 
these  had  been  as  offensive  and  ditrcspeetfid'  as  tfaey 
wereaU^ed  tobe*,  stillitwasinthe  highest  degree 
unjust  to  (mnvert  them  into  matter  of  crimination  and 
groiAd  of  punishment,  in  the  absence  and  complete 
failure  of  all  proof  of  the  chai^  exhibited  against 
him.     Even  in  tiie  case  of  those  who  are  charged 

'  Acendlng  to  Bpotswood's  ftcconnt,  "  Be  bunt  forth  In  unduUful 
tfteebet  against  the  Ung,  saying,  Htptrvertedikelawi'MhofGo3 
and  nun."  (Hlit.  p.  S30.)  Bnt  this  BUtement  ia  lefnted  by  the  act 
of  Priv  J  Council,  which  make*  no  mentian  of  a  penonal  ehaige  against 
Ibe  king,  hut  merdj  sajrs  that  he  all^^,  "  that  the  laws  of  God  iui^ 
pnctiees  obaerred  wiOiIn  this  coonUj,  were  perverted,  and  not  oV 
■emd  in  Vit  taae."    (ScGord  of  Prfvj  Cound),  Feb.  17.  iiSS.)    ' 
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with  the  moBt  flagrant  crimes^  ff^^^at  hhexty  is.al- 
lowad  to  them,  or  to  their  counaeU  to. avail  ibem^ 
selves  of  every  l^al  plea»  and  to  urge  everjr  iphmair 
bie  objection,  whether  it  respects  the  compeiteiiey  of 
the  jtodges,  the  relevant  of  the  lihri^  the  character 
ef  the  witnesses,  or  the  mode  of  condueting  the  pro- 
secution. And  it  is  only  where  tyranny  >and  jUind 
passion  have  usurped  the  seat  of  justio^  that  tha 
slarong,  and,  it  may  be,  intemperate*  language .  that 
has  escaped  a  prisoner  in  the  heat  and  agitaijioft.of 
bis  defence,  is  ohaiged  against  him  or  jeooided  li^xm 
his  conviction  as  even  an  aggravation  of  lun  crime; 
Such  procedure,  while  it  demonstrates  tha  iniquity 
df  the  judges,  affords  a  strong  presumptimi  of  the 
innocence  of  the  accused  individual. 
•  Melville's  flight  to  England  turned  out  to  be  of 
great  advantage  to  his  native  country,  by  enabling 
him  to  discover  and  counteract  the  kmidiousachemes 
of  Adamson.  During  the  late  changes  the  arch? 
bishop  had  acted  with  his  usual  craftiness  atid  in* 
constancy.  Jn  the  afiiEur  of  Montgomery,  b^  appear^ 
ed  to  co-operate  widi  the  church,  whiles  in  reality, 
he  was  secretly  encouraging  the  court  to  .pearaevere 
in  the  support  of  episcopacy.  At  the  same  time 
tbat  he  was  giving  the  strongest  assurances  of  bi$ 
attachment  to  the  presbyterian  discipline,  he  was, 
as  he  afterwards  confessed,  plottipg  its  overthrow  *. 

* ''  Efter  7«  generall  asaemblie  in  October  ZlSSi2  Mr  PatrDk  Adm- 
wtme  aggreit  to  all  the  pointti  of  the  bulk  of  Polede  and  conoeniiii(s 
the  offioe  of  a  Biachope^  and  calling  to  dinner  Mr  Andro  Mdaill  wj 
uncle  Mr  Alex'  Aibathiiot  and  Tthers  diiiexa,  he  suhicryTlt  fto, 
quhllk  his  ■ubacription  is  yet  in  my  uncles  cuslodie.    Item  yt  wiatar 
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The  General  Assembly  appointed  the  Presbyteiy  of 
Glasgow  to  try  certain  chaj^jw  brought  against  him ; 
but  MelTJlIe,  who  was  empowered  to  Hummon  him 
to  appear,  excused  himself  from  executing  the  sum- 
mem  -on  account  of  the  sickness  under  which  the 
IriEdK^  laboured.  No  socmer,  however,  had  the  King 
withdrawn  from  the  confederated  lords  than  Adam> 
BOD  left  his  castle,  to  which  he  had  confined  himself 
for  a  whole  year,  appeared  m  the  pulpit,  and  al- 
though he  had  himself  approved  of  the  enterprise 
at  Ruthven*,  invnghed  against  the  nobility  who 
were  concerned  in  it  and  such  of  hie  bretiiren  as 
had  supported  their  administration.  To  avoid  the 
prosecutitHi  pending  against  him  he  left  the  Idng^ 
dom  in  the  end  of  the  year  1588,  under  the  pretext 
a£  going  to  Spa  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.    But 


V  put  mm  to  •  coBveiitioii  of  tbe  eiteitea,  and  efter  he  ftnd  not 
oart  u  he  loiked  far  he  diMt  hin  to  the  minulen  trf^d',  ihawing 
thun  how  that  he  cam  over  to  eoiirt  w'  Balanu  hut  of  purpoie  to 
cone  the  kirl  and  do  euiU,  hot  God  haid  wrought  «t  «'  him,  ;^ 
Iw  bad  tnmed  hia  hart  to  die  contnie  and  maid  him  bathe  in  reaaoD- 
ing  and  vottii^  to  otsad  for  tbe  kirk,  protninng  to  Mhaw  fordar  and 
fordar  fruitta  of  hia  cooTeision  and  guid  nuening.  Whatat  Jhone 
duTj  ma  M  tdoysit  y<  he  treated  him  in  houa  and  wrot  ower  at  laintbe 
to  me  in  Ua  ftwonr.  IVhervpon  I  paat  dovn  to  his  cattell  at  hia 
hamcGtmng,  and  tehMr  him  what  information  concerning  him  1  hakl 
gottin  from  the  hreithring  of  £d',  thanking  God  y'for  and  offering  him 
in  caiiia  of  continuance  die  right  hand  of  aodetie,  whereat  rdoydng 
he  tanld  me  the  mailer  at  Uinthe,  and  namlie  concerning  the  grait 
motionea  and  working  of  the  ipreit.  Weill  said  I  y<  ipreit  ii  an  vp- 
ij^t  halieland  conitant  ipreit,  and  will  mair  and  mair  kjiba  in  et- 
fecta  ;  hot  it  ia  a  fearfiill  thti^  to  lie  againat  him." — (MdriUe'a  Diarj, 
pp.  SB — Bl.  »&.)  The  papeta  which  Adamaonaubiaibed at  Ihii  time 
may  be  Km  in^the  printed  CaUerwood,  pp.  t9-r99.  Camp.  CaU.  >1S. 
tcL  iii.  pp.  UO— 86*. 
•  Act.  Pari.  SooL  iiL  336. 


he  pioceeded  im>  farther  than  lKMQdoa,.aiui  having 
obtained  a  public  commissioB*  became  aai  active 
agent  for  Arran,  by  endeavouring  to  prepossess  the 
court  of  Elizabeth  against  the  Scottish  oobtemeQ 
who  had  fled  into  England*  He  consulted  with  the 
«j?chhishop  of  Ciuiterbury  and  .bishop  of  London  as 
.to  the  overthrow  of  presbytery  in;  his  native  oounr 
try.  He  represented  the  principlas  and  conduct  of 
hAs  brethren  in  an  odious  light  to  the  ministerai  oi 
the  French  church  in  Iiondon,  and  wroter  lettens  to 
tike  saine  purpose  to  the  churches  of  (aemvaimd 
Z^axkk.  Jtdelville  having  obtained  inteljjgeaee  of 
this. lost  no  time  in  despatching  letters  to  the  fo- 
reign churches,  in  which  he  conveyed  a  very  differ- 
fOt  account  of  the  late  proceedings  in  Scotland,  and 
painted  Adamson's  conduct  in  no  very  favourable  or 
flattering  colours.  As  he  was  well  known  in  the 
places  to  which  he  wrote,  his  representations  were 
successful  in  defeating  the  scheme  of  the  a£chbishop» 
who  hoped  to  have  drawn  from  the  continental  di- 
vines such  replies  as  would  be  helpful  to  him  in  th^ 
execution  of  his  plans  *.  The  same  success  attend- 
ed the  letters  which  MelviUe  sent  from  Berwick  to 
the  French  church  at  London  f.  Whatever  encou- 
ragement Adamson  might  receive  from  the.  bishops 
in  England  ^  his  embassy  did  not  succeed  at  courts 

*  MdTiniu  Pastoiibtis  Geney.  et  Txgur.  (TTodrow  MSS.  in  BitiL 
Jtirid.  Edin.  cce.  8. 19,  toL  xx,  no.  17.)  Adamton's  papersy  and  • 
tifanalation  of  Melville's  letter,  are  preaerVed  in  Jamet  Melvfllara 
Diary,  pp.  107— 1 18.  Tbe  anawer  fhmi  Genera,  addreaaed  to  tfa«  cs- 
ikd  kfda,  is  inaerted  in  Cald.  iii.  7S5. 

t' iMer to  Caatol:  Cotton  MSS.  CalSg/Cii.  <ft9. 

t  Mr.  Beale,  Clerk  of  the  Qneen'a  Closet,  in  a  letter  pallfabed  by 


and  hif  reBidenee  ftt  LoOdon  injured  the  cause  which 
he  was  employed  to  promote.  This  was  owing  iii 
no  small  degree  to  his  privste  conduct,  which  was 
imbeeottiiiig  the  clerical  character  and  disgracefiil  to 
the  BOvereign  whom  he  represented  •. 

Upon  Adamson's  return  to  Scotland  a  Patiiament 
was  held,  hy  which  presbytery  was  overthrown,  and 
the  Ufoerties  of  the  church  and  nation  laid  at  the 
feet  of  the  kmg  and  of  those  bjr  whom  he  was 
guided.  To  decline  the  judgment  of  his  Majesty  or 
of  the  Privy  Cknracil  in  any  matto-  was  declared  to 
be  treason.  Those  were  declared  guilty  of  the  same 
crime  who  should  impugn  or  seek  the  diminution  Of 
the  power  and  authority  of  any  of  the  three  estates 
of  parliament;  by  which  all  that  the  churdi  bad 

8U7pe,  chmrgM  Aichbiihop  WUtgift  with  «pe«Idng  in  a  dt^rading 
■tjle  of  die  nuniBten  of  ScotUnd  and  of  other  refonned  chureha,  stid 
Mfs  that  he  wai  luipected  of  having  given  hia  approbation  to  Adamion's 
derign  of  orertumlng  the  order  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  WW^ift, 
in  an  spologetical  letter,  aay a,  that  ha  had  not  gircn  hia  anfawaiptioB 
(O  Adaxann'l  plan,  bnt  does  not  deny  hariiig  conferred  with  bim  on 
the  nljeet     (Life  of  ^Fhitgift,  pp.  149,  lAO.  Append,  p.  ST.) 

*  TUa  statement  doea  not  reat  on  the  authority  of  aatirieal  poems, 
(See  Dalydl'i  Seottiah  Poenu  of  the  leth  Century,  p.  30g.)  nor  even 
of  Caldeniood,  who  might  be  svu^iected  of  giving  too  ea*y  faith  to  ce- 
porta  nnfaTonrable  to  the  biihop.  But  it  ia  eonflrnied  by  Sir  Jamei 
MdvOle,  who  wa*  of  Ae  lame  polidcil  party  with  Adaroaon,  and  ne- 
ceeded  him  aa  annbaiaBdor  at  London.  "  The  itid  Bishop — wu  dia- 
dained  in  Englind,  and  dishonoured  hit  country  by  borrowing  gold 
■afl  pretiooa  furniture  fhnn  the  Biihop  tt  London  and  others,  whIdL 
WM  nerer  restored  nor  p«id  fiv."  (Memoiret,  p.  ISO.  folio  edh.). 
AdmiBoa,  in  a  letter  to  WhitgiA,  pioniiaes  to  send  Us  Once  "  a  gak 
loway  nsig,"  in  return  for  hia  hospitality  ;  but  that  the  "  opportiuiit 
eammadite"  of  conveying  it  em  pmentcd  itself,  or  that  ibri  n^ 
ever  filled  a  stall  at  Lutbotfa,  is  more  tins  dnbioas.  (Hai  UBS. 
miBL  tOOi.  8.) 
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done  for  a  series  of  years  i&  the  abolition  of  e^s^ 
copacy  was  pronounced  treasonable.  All  Judgnitnts 
and  jurisdictions,  spiritual  or  temporal,  which'  had 
hitherto  been  exercised,  but  which  were  not  ratted 
hy  parliament,  were  discharged^  and  the  sabjects 
prohibited,  under  high  pains,  firom  con vening  in  any 
assembly,  except  the  ordinary  courts,  tcy  trMt,  eon* 
suit,  or  determine  on  any  mattar  of  state,  ettil  ct 
ecclesiastical,  without  the  special  commandment  and 
license  of  his  majesty.  This  act  was*  inOsudeclfbr 
the  suppression  of  the  General  AssetoUy  as  wfSl 
as  of  Presbyteries;  or  rather,  it  pnt  Ae  wbcie 
government  of  the  church  into  the  handb  of  tiie 
king,  without  whose  express  consent  -  na  eedesias- 
tical  assembly  could  be  held  ^.    Accordingly,  it  was 


•  ff  The  Tther  fonne  of  Jugement  quhilk  hes  M^eaty  het 
git^  is  the  generall  assemblie  of  the  haiU  Clergie  in  the  1V»1t"^  :  un- 
der pretence  quhairof  ane  number  of  Ministeris  from  snndry  presby- 
teries did  assemble^  with  sum  gentlemen  of  the  country,"  &e^ — "  His 
^aiestie  vpoun  necessarie  occasions — ^rpoune  humble  supplioatioun 
made  vnto  his  Hienes  will  not  refuse  to  grant  thesi  licence  to 
to  wit^  the  Bishoppes^  Commissioners^  and  sume  of  the  maist 
leamit  &  godly  of  their  dioceis/'  &c.    (Dedantiaun  of  the  Kkigs 
Miyesties  intentioun  and  meaning  to«Rrard  the  kit  Actsof  PaiUiiQCBt, 
pp.  17.  10.  £din.  1585.)    Even  the  meetings  of  kirk-sessiont  wen 
considered  as  discharged  by  this  act.    On  the  88th  May,  1584,  a  i^ 
.dal  license  was  granted  by  his  Miyesty,  in  virtue  of  his  dii^eiiaaig 
power^  for  holding  the  weekly  exercise^  and  the  meetings  of  knit-aes- 
sion  in  Edinburgh, ''  notwithstanding  our  late  act  of  parliament  or 
/any  pains  contained  therein,  anent  ike  which  wte  dispen9e  be 
semis"    (Cald.  iii.  376.)    An  intimation  of  a  similar  kind 
.to  the  elders  of  St.  Andrews  by  Adamsoo.    (Record  of 
of  Sjt.  And.  June  1 7,  1584.)    But  where  the  ministers  or  Men. 
unconformable  to  the  will  of  the  cour^  they  were  prevented  firom  ••- 
iembling.    The  kirk-session  of  Glasgow,  whicbused  to  mMt  every 
week,  did  not  assemble  from  July  18,  1584,  to  March  81j^  IfiSS. 
(Wodrow's  Life  of  Mr.  David  Weems,  p.  S3.  M8S.  vol  3.) 
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ordfuned.  by  another  act,  that  ofminiissioiis  should 
be  given  to  the  biahops,  along  with  such  others  as 
might  be  conBtituted  King's  commisBioiiera  in  eccde* 
siastioal  causes,  to  put  (vder  to  all  etxlefiiastical  mat- 
ters in  their  dioceses.  In  flue,  it  was  ordained  that 
noiw  should  pnesume,  privately:  <»r  publidy«  in'  sert- 
nuns,  declamations,  or  lamlliar  conferences,  to  utter 
any  fiilse,  untrue,  or  slanderous  speeches,  to  the  dis- 
dain, reproach,  and  Goutempt  of. his  majesty,  bis 
council*  or  proceedings,  or  to  the  dishonbta;  burt'or 
prejudice  of  his  higlmess,  his  pareDta,  and  pvogeni- 
tors,  or  to  meddle  in  the  ^aira  Of  his  highness  aiid 
his  estate,  present,  l^gane,  or  in  time  coming,  on- 
der  the  pains  contained  in  the  acta  of  .partiameat 
against  the  making  and  telling  of.  lyings,  to  be  exe- 
cuted with  all  rigour,  eyen  upon  those  who  heard 
BUch  speeches  and  did  not  reveal  them  *. 
These  are  the  black  acts  (as  they  were  called)  of 

■  Aob  Pari.  8csU  iii.  SS3,  soa,  SOS.— Ab  ■  fit  supplement  to  the 
iMt  nuntioiied  act,  Buchanan's  HUtin7  and  Dialogue  Dt  Jure  Stgni 
ne  eOMdemned.  Tempore  mutantur.  Not  many  year*  before,  a  pea- 
nonof'L.M.  yexrlj  faad  been  ■■rigned,  "  for  the  guld,  trew,  and 
ihanUUl  attvke  done  to  out  m.  lord  be  his  louit  Mr.  Johns  Geddf, 
Minitonr  to  Mr.  George  Buchquhannan,  preceptour  to  his  hienei  ai^ 
kepar  of  his  privie  seal,  in  writing  of  the  Chronicles  of  this  realme 
■nd'vtteria  lovable  werkia  of  the  said  Mr.  Georges  ediCioaD."  May 
8, 1577.    (Beg.  of  Privy  Beal,  vd.  xliil.  f.  81.) 

T*  be  ooasistent  the  parliament  ought  also  to  ha*e  eoDdemned  Bd- 
fhamn'f  BafiUItt,  at  at  any  rate  to  have  expunged  the  following  aen> 
iHMe  in  the  dedication  of  it  to  James :  "  Volo  etiam  hnnc  libellDni 
apudpoBteios  teatem  fore,  si  quid  aliquando  previa  consultoribna  im- 
.fylaiiB,nlngni  licentia  reclam  edneationemsuperante.seciueMiintt* 
tea,  noD  praeeptaribus,  sed  tibi,  qui  «s  recte  roonentibui  noo  ill  o^ 
Mcntoi,  id  vitio  nrtendum  csm." 
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'ithis  servile  parliament.  Though  eversive  of  all li- 
berty^  civil  and  natural  as  well  as  ecclesiastical,  not 
a  nobleman,  baron,  or  burgess  ventured  to  open  his 
^  mouth  against  them.  Some  of  the  ministers  having 
received  secret  information  of  what  was  going  on, 
repaired  to  the  parliament-house  with  the  design  of 
protesting  for  the  rights  of  the  church ;  but  the 
doors  were  shut  against  them.  The  magistrates  of 
^Edinburgh  received  orders  to  drag  from  the  pulpit 
uny  individual  who  presumed  to  censure  what  the 
jparliament  had  done.  But  this  did  not'  ^er  tiiein 
from  exonerating  their  conscience ;  and  when  the 
acts  were  proclaimed  at  the  market^ntiss^  of  Eldin- 
burgh,  Lawson^  Balcanquhall,  and  Pont,.  '^  taking 
their  lives  in  their  hands,  went  boldly. and  made 
public  protestation"  against  them,  with  all  the  ceie* 
monies  usual  on  such  occasions  *. 

Orders  were  immediately  issued  to  apprehend  the 

Protesters,  who  saved  themselves  by  a  timely  flight 
Tpwards  of  twenty  ministers  soon  after  fbllowied 
tkeir  example,  and  took  refuge  in  Englanil.  Arra^i 
threatened,  with  his  usual  brutal  coarseness,  ^'  that 
he  would  make  Lawson^s  head  to  leap  from  his 
halse  f ,  though  it  was  as  big  as  a  hay-stack.'*  Da* 
vid  Lindsay,  the  minister  of  Leith,  was  Imprisoned 
in  Blackness,  and  John  Howieson  in  Spey  Towen 
For  praying  for  his  distressed  brethren,  Nicol  Did* 
gleish,  minister  of  St.  Cuthbert's  church,  was  tried 

•  Hume  of  Godscroft's  History,  iL  335,  336.    Cald.  iiL  36«*  SfS* 
Spots.  333. 
t  neck. 
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for  bis  life.  Tlie  jury  acquitted  him ;  but  he  was 
instantly  served  with  a  new  indictment  for  holding 
correspondence  with  rebela,  merely  because  he  had 
read  a  letter  which  one  of  the  ministers  of  Edin- 
burgh had  Sent  to  his  wife.  Being  persuaded  to 
come  in  the  King's  will  for  this  fault,  sentence  of 
death  was  passed  on  him,  and,  though  it  was  not 
executed,  yet  hy  a  refinement  in  cruelty,  the  scaffold 
was  erected  and  kept  standing  for  several  weeks  be- 
fore the  window  of  his  prison  *.  All  ministers  and 
masters  of  collies  and  schools  were  required  to  sub* 
scribe  a  bond,  in  which  they  engaged  to  obey  the 
late  acts  of  Parliament  and  to  acknowledge  the  M- 
shops  as  their  ecclesiastical  superiors,  under  the  pain 
of  being  for  ever  deprived  of  their  benefices  and  sa- 
laries f.  The  moat  of  the  ministers  refused  sub- 
scription. Having  convened  the  principal  recusanttf, 
Arran  asked  them.  How  they  durst  be  so  bold  as  to 
find  fault  with  the  late  acts  of  Parliament.  Jc^ 
Craig  told  him,  that  they  durst  find  fault  with  any 
thing  repugnant  to  the  word  of  God ;  upon  whidl 
Arran  started  to  his  feet,  and  threatened  that  he 
would  shave  their  heads,  pair  their  nails,  cut  their 


*  Nind  Ds^;ldih  had  been  for  nttny  yccra  k  Regent  in  St.  Iioon- 
aid's  College,  St.  Attdrem,  which  he  left  in  the  year  ISTT.  (Papere 
«f  the  UuTerrity.)  He  went  to  I^«nM,  and  rtmained  itar  teairt  tune 
at  BnuBM.  (Cald.  iL  eM.)  ASUr  hii  return  u>  Sootltad  he  wm 
■animtcd  by  the  General  AaicBibly,  in  15S1.  ai  a  fit  penon  foi  bang 
made  Frioc^  of  King's  College,  when  it  was  propOMd  to  t«moTB 
Arbnthnot  to  the  niniitry  of  New  Aberdeen.  (Bvik  of  UdIt.  KU, 
£109.) 

-t  Ad  FaiL  Scot.  iii.  Ml. 
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toeBf  afid  ntake  iSiettL  aft  exampk  to  all  rebds.  Cra% 
Imvitiff  adnKmifihed  him  that  peorsons  who  were  tw^ 
^{bs  high  as  he  was  had  been  humbled^  he  xefdied, 
5f  I  will  make  you  of  a  false  friar  la  true  proj^t  ;^ 
and:  faUxD^  on  his  knees,  exclaimed,  ^^  Now  I  am 
humbled."  Percei^dng  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
ministers  were  not  to  be  terrified  into  compliance^ 
Adomson  artfully  divided  them  by  introducing  into 
the  bond  one  of  those  ambiguous  and  nnmeareng 
tiauaea  which  serve  only. to  blind  the  simple^and.to 
stfhFe  the  consciences  of  such  as  are  i^udous  to  escape 
firten  trouble  f.  After  having  made  a  manful  renst^ 
aiice^  Crafg  suffered  himself  ta  be  caught  in  this 
snaKi  and  drew  into  it  the  greater  part  of  his  bre*> 
tiur^.  Even  the  honest  and  intrepid  Dury  is  s^ 
to  have  become  a  subscriber,  and  thus  to  have  Imt 
\ais  hand  to  build  again  the  things  which  he  was 
sttiMig  the  foremost  to  destroy.  And  Rmlriiu*  of 
Dan,  whose  character  stood  so  high,  and  who  had 
formerly  made  so  honourable  a  stand  for  the  libar>* 
ties  of  the  church,  not  only  became  a  oonfonnist 
himlid^  but  was  extremely  active  in '  persuading 
others  to  conform. .  So  difficult,  is  it  for  good  mar 
to  preserve  a  strict  and  inflexible  integrity  in  the 
hour  of  temptation  f  !    But  there  is  no  end  to  the 

•  •  ■  ■  .    .         . 

-.  •  Tbey  promked  ''  to  obey, » according  to  the  word  of  Qod^ 

Jmei  MdTille,  who  wrote  a  long  ktter  intended  to  ezpooe  the  evtt 
of'ttie.bOBd,  diarioteriiee  this  qiialifying  ckuM  m  **  m^nif^tfam  sw»i 
pugnamtiam  m  adjecto  /  as  if  one  should  say^  he  would  obey  die  F9p» 
alid  his  prelates  according  to  die  word  of  God."    (Diary,  p.  144.) 

t  Cald.  iii.  529,  641—643.     Hume  of  Godscroft^s  Hist.  p.  337»: 
Wodrow*s  Life  of  Mr.  James  Melville,  p.  Iftl,  MSS.  vol.  idi. 
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ilDpo«iti(Utd  of  despotical  anthority,  and  to  tiie  bti*^ 
nriUations  of  those  wito  hart  once  bowed  their  nedw' 
to  its  ^e.  Subscription  vta  not  redconed  a  soffl-- 
dent  bond  of  fidelity,  end  Written  injunctions  fl'ere 
sent  to  all  the  confohntng  ministers,  by  which  thej" 
were  obliged  to  fruno  every  sentiment  and  otpresi* 
Mon  in  tw!h  a  ihaiiner  as  to  please  the  court  *.         * 

The  prjvilegea  of  the  nnlrersities  were  violated:' 
At  Glasgow,  Hay,  thb  Rector,  was  banished  to  the' 
north  of  Scotland ;  all  the  Profieesors  were  thrown' 
into  jail;  the  stadetita  dinnisBed,  and coftunanddd' 
by  pubHe  proclamation  to  leave  the  dty ;  and  the' 
oril^  shut  up.  Nor  did  the  remote  situation  oF- 
Ae  university  ot  Aberdeen  save  it  from  similat^ 
treatmentf.  » 

As  soon  as  be  recovered  from  the  depression  o$ 
mind  into  which  he  had  sunk  upon  the  fli^t  <tf  bii^ 
uncle,  James  Melville  returned  to  St  Andrews,  and-' 
eSerted  himself  in  preserving  the  coU^  from  thtt 
ndn  wltii  which  it  was  tlireatened.  His  first  car« 
tnt  to  secure  his  uncle's  libttary,  whl^  was  indan^i 
ger  of  confiscation ;  after  which  he  endeavoured  ttf 
soptil/  ^i^  place  by  reading  lectures  on  the  system 
of  divinity.  In  addition  to  his  double  task  as  Pro- 
fessw  of  Divinity  and  of  Hebrew,  he  found  himself 
obliged  to  undertake  the  management  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  coU^  and  the  board  of  the  students  ^, 
tbe  persona  entrusted  with  these  duties  having  le-. 


•  C«ld.  iiL  7*8,  743. 

t  Gotwn  MU.  Cdlg.  C.  Tiii.  T8. 
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fiised  to  art,  as  80on  as  they  leamed  that  the  oMrt 
looked  on  th^  establishment  with  an  evil  eye.  In 
these  circumstances  he  was  encouraged  by  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  masters  of  the  university,  who  attend- 
ed his  lectures  and  did  every  thing  in  tjbeir  power 
ta^pmote  the  interests  of  the  New  College*  On  this 
occasion,  tpo»  TJhomas  9^*<chanan  testified  his,  r^;«id. 
tQ'his  exiled  friend  at  the  risk  of  displeasing  the 
oQurt,  by  coming  forward  and  taking  a  share  oi  the 
burden  of  theological  instruction,  to  which  he:  had 
formeirly  been :  appointed  by  the  Creneral  Assembly  t. 
They  w^^  not  interrupted  until,  the  meeting  of  Par- 
liameul^  buA  no  S(9oner  were  the  laws  overthrowing 
Hm  presbyterian  discipline  passed,  than  Adamsou 
came  to  St.  Andrews  for  the  purpose  of  <  imposing 
them  On. the  university.  He  had  prociiredtaa order 
£okr>  gppire^ending  James  Melville^;  wiio.being.rap* 
pri2sad.of  the  £a<^  escaped«.not  without  great  basaisd, 
by  xrosiiing^  the  sea  in  an  open  boat  to  Berwidc^ 
liobertson  was  the  only  prctfessor  who  remained  ia 
the  colle^.aqd  the  bishop  soon  after  suppressed  the 
teachhig  of  jthedpgy  f-  >l 

,   A'  few  days  before  his  nephew  arrived  at  Berf 


*  October  1582«  ''  It  is  leisom  for  a  miniater  for  *  aeaaoH  to  sa« 
pKmaA  y*  iMnistrie  and  Tae  y«  office  of  a  dgclQr»  .  y^fo  y  aapomblie 
hei  concliidit  and  ordanit  Mr«  Tho.  B^chatonin  to  cntsr  in  y^  mow 
CMIcdgft  Inid  vae  tod  exerciae  y*  office  of  a  doetour  y'^  for  y*  mxfptiKi^ 
of  ^  aamein^  hia  kirk  {^CestetT}  being  alwayea  prerydit  of^  *  miiloatiilt 
^aatottr  and  y«  aakl  Mr.  Thomta  anffidendie  aatiafied  anent  y*  jgHti^ 
nose  made  for  expeditioun  of  hia  pleyia."  (Buik  of  UniYeraaU  Kflokj 
H  199;  b.) 

t  Melville's  Diary^  ptp.  It^  ltaUl!lSb  *CM.  ili.  489. 
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wick,  Melville  had  left  it  for  L(»idon,  eoeompAnied 
by  his  relation  and  pnpil,  Patrick  Forbes,  yonnger 
of  Corse*.  He  had  obtained  liberty  from  the  Eng- 
lish court  to  repair  to  the  caplbd,  and  was  furnished 
with  instructions  from  the  exiled  noblemen,  who  still 
remained  at  Berwick.  Along  with  James  Carm!- 
Chael,  minister  of  Haddington,  who  added  to  his 
learning  a  talent  for  publie  business,  he  had  sevend 
interviews  with  Walsingham,  Bowes,  and  Bydney, 
and  found  these  statesmen  cordially  inclined  to  be- 
friend them  f .  But  there  were  counsellors,  parti- 
cularly amtmg  the  bi^ope,  who  were  unfriendly  td 
their  cause  and  did  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
injare  it.  Adamson  Conveyed  his  representation 
through  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  I ;  and  the 
agents  of  Arran  spared  no  professions  or  promises 
to  induce  Elizabeth  to  drive  the  exiles  from  her  do- 
Knnions,  or  at  least  to  refuse  a  hearing  to  thetr 
complaints.  Melville  was  at  this  time  employed  in 
writing'  a  reply  to  a  vindication  of  the  Scottish  court, 
published  under  the  title  of  a  Declaration  of  the 
King's  Majesty's  intention  in  the  late  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment   It  was  artfully  drawn  up  by  Archbishop 


*  Aftcrwirda  Uihep  of  Aberdeen. 

i"  A  gremt  mmiber  of  letters  written  b;  Ctnnielue!,  Oallowaj,  aid 
Hane  of  Godicrofc,  which  contBin  minTite  inlVmsatum  of  trauMctiMUi 
M  dtiaperiod,  xn  preaerved  krnong  the  Wodrow  HS9.  in  the  Adi^t 
«■!«•'  Ubmry.  A  great  part  of  them  ia  trsmcribed  bto  the  tiuiA 
TOhme  of  CaUoirved'a  HS.  and  Wodrow'i  Lina  of  Carmicbad  aii4 

)  Letter  from  Patrick  archh.  of  SL  Andrem  to  hia  Once  of  Cta- 
tabv7,  Jmw  t«,  UM.    HarL  H88.  mm.  TOOI^  & 
43 
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Adam8on»  and  contained  vile  and  nnfimnded  asper- 
sions on  the  banished  lords  and  on  the  proeeedings 
<tf  the  church.  Melville^  of  couse,  came  in  for  a 
large  share  of  the  abuse.  This  declaration  deserres 
particular  notice  as  the  original  of  those  misrepape- 
scfntatioDs  of  Scots  affairs,  which  prevailed  so  Icmg 
in  England  and  are  not  compktdy  removed  at  diis 
day.  The  answers  given  to  it  by  Melville  and 
others  exposed  its  falsehoods ;  but  they  shared  tiie 
fate  pf  all  fugitive  pieces  in  being  soon  lost  and 
Sorgotten^.  The  Declaration,  on  the  contrary,  was 
carefully  preserved.  By  means  of  some  of  Arran's 
agents,  it  was  reprinted  at  London,  with  a  preface 
more  odious  than  itsel£  Being  published  in  the 
Iting^s  mame,  it  was  embodied,  as.  an  authentie  and 
o^Bcial  document,  in  H<^Qinshed's  Chronicle,  from 
which  it  contimied  to  be  quoted,  and  copied,  and  re- 
pgrinted^  after  ^ames  had  disowned  it,  and  Adamson 
had  retracted  it  as  a  false  an^d  slanderous  libel  f  • 

•  MelTill#*9  reply  (imerted  in  CaM,  M&  liL  71^-^784.)  it  mlU 
Ued«  '^  Amwer  tp  Uie  Declaratkm  of  certain  Inteii|ioD«  aet  cut  Is 
the  Kinffs  name,  &c  7th  of  Fob.  1585."  James  MdLyiUe  is  sappoMd 
19  be  the  anthor  of  another  replj,  in  the  fbrm  of  a  Dialogne  between 
Zdator,  Temporizor,  and  Pahemon,  which  is  dated  Newcastle^  Feb. 
10,  1565,  (CakL  iii.  67S— 714.)  It  ia  probable  that  both  wm  pdnt- 
e^.  (lb.  i^«  486.  753.)  The  fcHnner  reply  passes  over  what  lekitea 
to  MelTilk;  but  the  latter  vindicates  him  strenuously,  and  its  slyk 
is  sharper  and  more  acrimonious  than  Uiat  of  the  other.  Extrpcta 
t^om  both  may  be  seen  in  the  printed  Calderwood,  pp.  174 — 164. 
.  f  This  was  strangeii  oonsidering  that  tli^  declaration  was  the  Ma^ 
nifesto  of  an  arbitrary  administration,  and  an  abusive  attack  on  ib^ 
men  who  had  uniformly  shown  themselves  the  most  steady  fHends  of 
£iig^d.    '<  Our  kirk  deserved  no  sofch  indiff^t^  at  the  hands  of 
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Ib  the  month  of  July  1584,  the  Earls  of  Angus 
and  Mar,  and  the  Master  of  Olammis,  wrote  to  MeU 
viUa^  requesting  him  to  repair  to  them  immediateiy: 
at  Newcastle,  along  with  Lawson,  ^  on  matteni  imC 
greater  importance"  than  thejr  could  judge  of  alone  *. 
With  this  request  he  was  prevented  from  comply- 
ing, as  he  was  then  absent  from  London  on  a  visit 
to  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  f .  He 
was  received  at  these  ancient  seats  of  literature  in  a 
maimer  becoming  his  profession  and  merits,  and  ex- 
pressed himself  much  delighted  with  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  colleges,  the  gravity  of  the  professors, 
and  the  courteous  manners  of  the  students.  On 
this  occasion  he  formed  an  intimacy,  which  was  af- 
terwards kept  up  by  letters,  with  two  very  promising 
young  men,  George  Carleton,  who  became  bishop  of 
Chichester,  and  Thomas  Savile,  whose  early  erudi- 
tion  was  no  less  admired  than  his  premature  death 
wqs  deploared  by  the  learned  on  the  Continent  and 

• 

dun  eitete  as  to  be  so  highly  prejudged  by  the  publidc  records  of 
the  rctfane ;  for  our  kirk  was  erer  carefHill,  and  at  that  time  spe- 
daOy^  to  «nt«rtain  amitie  betwixt  the  two  covntriea.  B«t  let  8«ch 
ft  lyiMg  MMl  lay  there  as  a  Uurr  to  blot  the  Chronieles  of  £iiglaikL'* 
(Odd.  iil.  6ia)  But  this  was  not  aU.  In  1646^  the  I^solaration  was 
iqahitad^  in  Scota  and  in  English,  not  by  the  Cavaliers  at  Oxfbid» 
(dMt  wwtld  not  have  been  strange^)  bat  by  the  £riends  of  the  patlift* 
mmt  at  London,  who  had  so  htely  loaded  the  Scots  with  thanks  inc 
Iheir  "  brotherly  assbtance,"  and  solemnly  vowed  «'  the  psreservatkn 
«f  the  refbrmed  religion  in  the  chnrch  ^  8oothind,-^in  disdplhie 
and  government !"  (Baillie*8  Historical  Vindicathm,  JBpist.  IMie. 
A.  4.)  ' 

•  Cald.  iH.  4S9. 
Melvyk^  Diary,  p.  IM. 
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iuhis  joatiye  country*.  Melville  aftenrards  ]Mdd 
a  fine  compliment  to  two  of  the  theological  mastara^ 
and  to  the  young  men  whom  he  foiuid  at  this  time, 
psoiecuting  their  studies  under  them :      ^ 


Non  ita  ctenii  Wbittakenu  f  aoer 
liiuninis  yhideK^  pfttricqii6  hnncti^ 
Dixit  sat  •enait :  Deque  cdia  Munnu 

Penna  Renoldi  %, 
Certa  sublimes  aperire  calles^ 
Sueta  Cdelestes  iterare  etmas, 
liKta  misoeri  nivela  beats 

Ciyibus  auls. 
Nee  T ami  ant  Cami  accola  saniore 
Mente^  qui  coriiun  aaptt  in  freqnenti 
Hennathttfeo^-ei  edfbti  Lyceo 

Culta  juventus; 
CujoB  afi\ilget  genio  Jdve  lux : 
Cui  QitBiM  6ol  justitic  renidet : 
Q«em  jnbiT  Cbxiati  radiantis  alt» 

Spectat  olympo  §• 


:» 
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On  his  return  to  London,  he  had  to  peffomi 
painAil  duty  of  attending  the  death-bed  of  his 
early  friend,  and  highly  esteemed  brother,  James 


#  See  Mel^ille'e  letter  '<  D.  Th.  8a?iUe  el  O.  Carleto»o»**  in  Om 
Appendix.  Wood's  Athene  Qzon.  by  Bliss,  toI.  i  coL  159  ;  yoL  iL 
SIS,  488.  Fasti,  eolL  StS,  S87.  Tbamas  Savile  was  a  youngor  bio* 
llier  «f  Sir  Henry  Sarile,  Provost  of  JSum  Colkge,  and  editor  of  the 
warka  «f  Chrysoetom.  His  letters  in  Cambdem  JBpittolm  shew  the 
pwyesa  whieh  he  had  made  in  reeondite  literatore  before  MeMQe 
beoune  aegnainlfd  with  him* 

t  Dr.  William  Whtttaker,  R^us  Professor  and  Master  eT  St. 
John*s  College,  Cambridge. 

t  Dr.  John  Rairndda,  Difinity  Reader,  and  socoessively  Master  of 
Qoaen's  C<dl€8pB  and  IhNiMldeBt  of  Gkirpus  Christi 

I  Anti-Umi-cami  Cat^goiia,  Authore  A.  Melfino^  1604. 
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Lbwboil  The  air  of  England  disagreed  with  his 
ooaatitationy  and  brought  on  a  disorder,  whidi  was 
aggravated  by  grief  at  the  unhappy  state  dF  his  na* 
tive  country  and  the  undutiful  behaviour  <^  his 
flock.  He,  had  joined  with  his  colleague  in  address- 
ing a  letter  to  the  inhabitants  p£  Edinburgh,  in 
which  they  stated  the  reasons  of  their  flight.  Adam- 
son  drew  up  a  reply  in  the  name  of  the  congrega- 
tion, couched  in  the  harshest  and  most  contumelious 
language,  denominating  their  mimsters  fugitives, 
rebels,  and  wolves,  and  renouncing  all  connection 
with  them.  This  the  King  sent  to  the  toMm-coim- 
dlf  accompanied  with  an  injunction  that  ^  it  should 
be  subscribed  by  them  and  the  principal  inhabit- 
ants ;  and  by  the  threats  and  importunities  of  the 
court,  a  number  of  persons  were  induced  to  set  their 
names  to  this  disgraceful  p&per'^.  Their  conduct 
made  a  de^>er  impression  on  the  delicate  spipts  q£ 
Lawson  than  it  ought  to  have  done,  considejtdng  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.    He  died  pipusly  and 

*  Cdd.  iiL  377— SS3,  436.  Home  of  Godscroft's  Hist.  iL  861.— 
On  die  11th  June,  liSf,  a  commifisimier  from  hiti  Mi\}eky  presented 
to  the  town«ooiuidl  an  answer  to  a  letter  of  thdr  mfni^ters,  iHth  a 
diHga  to  ■nbaoribe  it;  becKOie  it  appeared  to  be  «<«oiiMiTH^in  soharp 
an4.tiieh  teamea,"  the  coandl  appointed  another  Iton  to  he  drawn 
npt  Ob  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  they  appointed  lome  of  their 
»Qnh«  to  go  to  FalkUnd  to  entreat  his  Majesty,  that  they  should 
**  Docht  be  bnrthenit  w^  any  thing  hurtfull  to  yi^  oonseienoea,  and 
to  labour  that  his  Maitie  may  be  eontent  with  the  seoirad  form  yof 
pcnnit  be  the  town.**  (Records  of  Town-Couneil  of  Edinbni^,  toI. 
YiL,91^  bb  OSy  au)  This  reipiest  was  peremptorily  revised.  (See  the 
Letter  from  William  DaTison  to  Secretary  Wabingham,  June  15, 
15S4^  in  the  Appendix.) 
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eomfortaUy,  iMriiig  an  lionourBUe  taBtimoiijr  to'die 
cause  in  which  he  had  spent  his  lilct  and  exhbrtag 
•his  brethren,  who  surrounded  his  bed  and  sooglit  |o 
(alleviate  his  sufferings  hj  the  most  sympathiaiiig  ai^ 
-tentioas^  to  persevere  in  their  attachment  to  it,  wiiat* 
ever  it  might  cost  them.  Such  was  the  respect  in 
which  he  was  held,  that,  though  a  stranger,  his  biodj 
was  accompanied  to  the  grave  by  aboi%  five  hundred 
persons  of  respectability.  Lawson  had  been  seWct^ 
led  from  all  his  brethren  by  Knox,  to  whom  ^  ke 
iowed  even  his  own  self  besides,"  as  the  individoai 
-best  qualified  for  succeeding  him  in  the  chai^  of 
the  church  of  Edinburgh ;  and  his  conduct  in  that 
important  station,  and  during  the  most  difficult 
times,  proved  that  the  dioice  had  been  made  with 
our  Reformer's  usual  sagacity.  He  was  piou%  leam^ 
ed,  eloquent ;  modest,  zealous,  prudent  *.  He  had 
been  originally  in  a  humUe  situation,  aood  diqalay* 
ed  the  ornament  of  a  humUe  spirit  after  he  rose 
to  distinction.  His  capacity  and  avidity  for  leanU 
ing  when  a  young  man  had  attracted  the  attention 
of  Andrew  Simson,  the  celebrated  masto*  of'  ihe 
school  of  Perth,  who  took  him  into  his  own  housei 
))estowed  upon  him  a  gratuitous  education,  and  re^ 
commended  him  first  to  the  Univarsity  of  St  An^* 
drews,  and  afterwards  to  the  Countess  of  Crawfurd, 
whose  son  he  accompanied  as  tutor  to  the  Cionti* 


*  D»yid  Bnduuiaii  I>fr8eript  Soot,  nivttr.  num.  ^S.  MSL  Advi 
Lib.  W.  0.  S4.  The  woxks  whidi  Uus  tatbor  aseribes  to  Lswbob  ap^ 
pear  to  have  been  all  in  mannacript. 
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vent  *«  After  his  return  to  his  native  country,  he 
1?frtififfi  his  gratitude  hj  the  zeal  with  which  he 
mifioraily  promoted  public  education ;  and  his  exeri* 
tiims  in  restoring  the  High  School,  and  erecting  the 
.University  of  Edinburgh,  entitle  his  name  to  a  dis- 
tinguished place  among  the  benefactors  of  our  na- 
Jannal  literature  f . 

BakanquhoU  and  Davidson  preached  once  or  twice 
in  London,  but  received  an  order  from  the  bishop 
to  desist  t*  When  the  banished  noblemen  came  to 
thf  Koglish  capital,  they  applied  for  the  use  of  a  se- 
parate place  of  worship ;  but  this  liberty,  which  had 

*  Wodiow*8  Life  of  James  Lawson,  pp.  1,  2,  ao.    Cald.  iii.  53i. 

t  Craiwftizd*8  Hist,  of  University^  pp.  19«  S6.  Feb.  3^  1568^  he 
i9Mf  pitimei  to  ^*  the  secund  place  wtin  the  new  college  or  pedagog 
wHa  Um  mnvemtie  of  Sanctaodrois/'  or,  if  it  waa  already  provided, 
to  ''  the  third  place  in  the  said  new  coll^;e."  (Reg.  of  Present.  yoL  i. 
f.  83.)  January  8,  1569,  he  was  presented  to  the  place  of  Sub-prin- 
4ptl  in  the  univenity  of  Aberdeen,  (lb.  vol.  i.  f.  96,  b.)  He  died 
m  tho  ISth  of  October  1584^  and  was  buried  ^'  in  the  new  church- 
J9M  at  Bedlem.**  His  testament  was  subscribed  by  him  "  at  Lon« 
don  in  Honielane  of  Cheapside,  in  Mr.  Antony  Martinets  house 
npoa  Wednesday  the  7  of  October  1584.*'  On  hearing  of  his  death, 
Aichbishop  Adamson  wrote  a  testament  in  his  name,  containing  a 
leouilation  of  his  principles,  and  a  variety  of  letters  to  his  brethren, 
in  which  he  is  made  to  reflect  on  their  conduct  and  motives  in  op- 
poring  &e  King  and  the  bishops.  These,  as  well  as  the  real  testa- 
wm%f  are  luaerted  in  Cald.  iii.  537-— 684.  His  testament  informs  us^ 
that  ha  kft  three  children.  Among  the  alumni  of  the  New  College 
of  8t  Andrews,  A.  1601,  was  "  M.  Jacobus  Lowson,  M.  Jac  f.  £din- 
barg. ;"  of  whom  the  record  says,  ''  paulo  post  obiit."  Elizabeth 
I^awwmn  was  his  only  surviving  child  in  Aug.  83, 1603.  (Inquiai* 
tiooea  Aetom.  Gener.  num.  142.)  She  married  Mr.  George  Greir, 
mihister  of  Haddington.  (Commissary  Records  of  Edinburgh,  April 
5,  1615.) 

t  Cald.  iiL  6i9. 
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been  granted  to  the  French  and  Dutch,  was  refused 
to  them.  The  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  howevcSr, 
invited  the  Scots  ministers  to  preach  in  his  Chapel, 
which  was  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  thfe 
bishop  of  London.  Among  other  exercises  perform- 
ed there,  Melville  read  a  Latin  lecture  on  Genesis; 
which  was  well  attended,  and  much  admired,  part!^ 
cnlarly  by  the  Earl  of  Angus,  who  possessed  a  more 
cultivated  mind  than  any  of  the  Scottish  peerage  *.' 
It  is  somewhat  singular  that  Melville  shoidd,  on 
this  occasion,  have  officiated  as  a  lecturer  in  the 
(Aace  where  he  was  afterwards  confined  as  a  prison- 
er of  state. 

Scotland  Was  in  the  mean  time  suffering  from 
the  ravages  of  the  plague,  by  which  its  principal 
towns  were  depopulated,  and  from  the  scourge  of 
the  worst  of  all  plagues,  an  insensate  and  despoti- 
cal  government.  The  following  anecdotes^  which 
are  less  generally  known,  will  perhaps  convey  a 
livelier  idiea  of  the  policy  with  which  it  was  afflict- 
ed, than  the  more  glaring  acts  of  tyranny  which 
have  been  often  brought  forward  in  histories.  In 
the  year  1584,  Robert  Brown,  the  founder  of  the 
sect  of  Brownists  in  England,  came  out  of  the 
Low  Countries  into  Scotland,  accompanied  by  some' 
of  his  followers.  Having  taken  up  his  residence 
in  the  Canongate  of  Edinburgh,  he  began  to  dis^^ 
seminate  his  peculiar  opinions,  and  to  circulate^' 
writings  in  which  all  the  reformed  churches  were' 

*  Hume  of  Godscroft's  Hist  ii.  361. 
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stigmatized  as  unscriptural  and  antichristian  socie* 
ties.  The  court  took  this  rigid  sectary  under  their 
proteetion,  and  encouraged  him,  for  no  other  con- 
oeivable  reason  than  his  exclaiming  against  the 
ministers  and  calling  in  question  their  authority  *• 
At  the  same  time  Papists  were  openly  favoured, 
and  arrangements  made  with  James  Skeen,  one  of 
their  emissaries,  for  having  a  colony  of  Jesuits 
quietly  admitted  into  the  country  f . — The  wives  of 
the  exiled  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  indignant  at  an 
abusive  letter  which  Adamson  had  addressed  to  their 
husbands,  wrQte  a  reply  to  it,  in  which  they  express^ 
ed  themselves  with  great  warmth  and  treated  his 
Grace  very  unceremoniously  :|:.  Instead  of  overlook- 
ing this  very  excusable,  if  not  amiable,  display  of  con- 
jugal affection,  or  defending  himself  by  the  weapons 
with  which  he  was  assailed,  the  affronted  primate, 
in  a  way  rather  unmanly,  retreated  behind  the 
throne,  and  directed  its  thunder  against  the  spirited 
females  whose  wrath  he  had  provoked  and  whose 
charges  he  was  imable  to  repel.  A  royal  proclama- 
tion was  issued,  charging  them  and  their  families 


*  Cald.  iii.  302—304.  On  his  return  to  England,  Brown  publiBb- 
ed  a  book  into  which  he  introduced  various  invectives  against  the  mi« 
nlsten  and  goyemment  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  Dr.  Bancroft  did 
not  scruple  to  appeal  to  his  inflamed  statements,  as  one  of  the  two 
anthoriiies  on  which  he  rested  his  attack  on  the  Presbyterian  disci- 
pline. (Sermon  preached  at  Paul's  Cross,  9  Feb.  158S,  p.  63.  Re« 
printed  Lond.  1636.) 

t  W.  Davison  to  Sec.  WaLdngham.  Cotton  MSS.  Calig.  C.  Tiii. 
63. 

X  Harl.  MSS.  num.  291.  68.    Cald.  iii.  437. 
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instantly,  under  the  pain  of  i^beltion,  to  leaVe  their  , 
manses ;  and  also  commanding  and  charging,  niMler 
the  same  pains,  certain  other  matrons,  **  worse  A 
footed  to  the  obedience  of  our  late  acts  of  parliameiitt 
to  remove  from  the  capital,  and  retire  beyonli  the 
water  of  Tay,  tiU  they  give  ferther  decha^tion  ef 
their  disposition  *•" — The  treatment  of  the  Countess 
of  Gowrie,  whose  husband  had  been  lately  eocecuted^ 
was  marked  with  the  most  savage  ixihumanityi  8bB 
had  come  to  Edinburgh  to  present  Ji  petitioit  in  b^ 
hislf  of  her  children,  whose  property  was  (donfiscstod; 
After  being  different  times  repulsed,  she  one  day 
met  the  King  on  the  street,  and  '<  readiing  at  his 
cloak  to  stay  his  majesty,  Arran,  putting  fasor  from 
him,  did  not  only  overthrow  her,  which  was  eady  to 
do  in  respect  of  the  poor  lady's  weakness,  but  mordi* 
ed  over  her,  who  partly  with  extreme  grief,  and 
partly  with  weakness,  swooned  presently  in  the  open 
street,  and  was  fain  to  be  conveyed  into  one  of  the 
next  houses,  where  with  much  ado  they  recovered 
life  of  her  f ." — The  last  fact  whidi  I  shall  menticn 
is,  if  possible,  a  proof  of  still  deeper  deprkvity^  wbe^ 
ther  it  be  viewed  in  a  political,  moral,  or  religious 
light.  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  the  patriotic  as- 
serter  of  the  liberties  of  the  Low  Countries,  fell  at 
this  time  by  the  hands  of  a  hired  assassin.  Wheh 
the  news  of  his  death  came  to  Scotland,  the  King 


*  Harl.  MSS.  num.  291.  66.  Cald.  iii.  531.  Janet  AdamsoDj  re- 
lict of  Sir  James  Macgill  of  RaDkeillor,  Clerk  Register^  was  kmong 
these  "  worse  affected"  ladies. 

t  Davison  to  Walsingham^  Cotton  MSS.  Calig.  C.  viii.  84. 
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8i^d  apesiyi  that  the  Prince  had  met  with  such  ait 
end  as.rhe  deserved,  aad  the  greater  part  of  the  court 
rcg^ioed  at  the  event  *. 

4a  administration  so  much  at  variance  with  the 
seotameafB  of  the  nation,  and  which  trampled  so 
oiKtrageoualy  on  its  tenderest  and  most  sacred  feel-* 
ings,  could  not  maintain  itself  long.     The  people^ 
groaned  for  deliverance  from  a  t3rranny  of  which 
tlitf)rtdiint  not  complain.     The  principal  courtiers 
K^inm  .Arran  had  attached  to  him  by  his  favours; 
disgusted  at  his  arrogance,  or  anticipating  the  taH  o£ 
his  fortunes,  consulted  their  own  security  by  entering 
into  a  correspondence  with  those  who  were  likely 
soon  to  supplant  him.     His  power  rested  wholly  on 
the  dread  he  inspired  and  the  ascendancy  which  he 
had  gained  over  the  royal  mind.     James  himself  be- 
gan at  last  to  feel  imhappy,  though  he  still  conti- 
nued to  be  the  slave  of  an  ignoble  and  vicious  fa- 
vouritism f .     In  these  circumstances,  the  exiled  no- 
blemen, having  obtained  the  permission  of  Eliza* 
beth,  appeared  on  the  borders.     They  had  scarcely 
entered  Scotland  when  the  inhabitants  began  to 
flock  to  their  standard,  and  by  the  time  that  they 
reached  Stirling,  to  which  the  court  retreated  on 

*  Cotton  M8S.  Calig.  C.  viii.  63.    Cald.  iii.  435,  62S. 

f  **  The  king  is  become  very  ill :  I  will  say  no  worse.  For^  being 
at  the  huntings  when  he  came  home^  he  drank  to  all  his  dogs.  Among 
the  rest  he  had  one  called  TelUirue,  to  whom  he  spake  thir  words  : 
TdUirue,  I  drink  to  thee  above  all  the  rest  of  my  hounds ;  for  I  will 
gire  thee  more  credence  nor  either  the  Bishop  or  Craig."  (David 
Hume  of  Godscroft  to  Mr.  James  Carmichael^  March  20^  1584.  Cald. 
iii.  750.) 
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AdamsoUy  and  contained  vile  and  unfimnded  a^p»- 
sions  on  the  banished  lords  md  on  the  proeeedings 
<tf  the  church.  Melville^  of  course,  came  in  for  a 
large  share  of  the  abuse.  This  declaration  deserves 
psrticular  notice  as  the  original  of  those  misrepra- 
septatioDS  of  Scots  affairs,  which  prevailed  so  long 
in  England  and  are  not  compktdy  removed  at  diis 
day.  The  answers  given  to  it  by  Melville  and 
others  exposed  ii»  falsehoods ;  but  they  shared  the 
fate  of  all  fugitive  pieces  in  being  soon  lost  and 
J»:gotten^.  The  Declaration,  on  the  contrary,  was 
carefully  preserved.  By  means  of  some  of  Arran's 
^ents,  it  was  reprinted  at  London,  with  a  preface 
more  odious  than  itself.  Being  published  in  the 
King^s  mame,  it  was  embodied,  as  an  autheirtic  and 
official  document,  in  Hc^nshed's  Chronide,  from 
which  it  contanued  to  be  quoted,  and  copied,  and  re- 
pgrinted,  after  /ames  had  disowned  it,  and  Adamson 
had  retracted  it  as  a  false  and  slanderous  libel  f . 

•  Melnlto*9  reply  (inKtted  in  Cald,  M&  liL  71^-784.)  it  md» 
Ued«  '^  Asiiiwer  to  the  Declaration  of  certain  Intentiona  aet  out  is 
the  King'a  name^  &c.  7th  of  Feb.  1585."  Jamea  Melville  ia  aappoaed 
19  be  the  anther  of  another  reply,  in  the  form  of  a  Dialogue  between 
Zdator,  Temporizor,  and  Paliemon,  whidi  is  dated  Newcastle,  Feb. 
10,  1565,  (CakL  iii.  679—714.)  It  ia  piobaUe  that  both  wm  print- 
«^.  (lb.  483*  488.  753.)  The  former  reply  passes  over  what  lekitea 
to  Ifelville;  but  the  latter  vindicates  him  streoauously,  and  its  atyk 
ia  sharper  and  more  acrimonious  than  Uiat  of  the  other.  Exferacta 
fyna  both  may  be  seen  in  the  printed  Calderwood,  pp.  17V-^184. 
.  f  This  was  strangely  oonsidering  that  the  Declaration  was  the  Ma^ 
nifesto  of  an  arbitrary  administration,  and  an  abusive  attack  on  th9 
men  who  had  uniformly  shown  themselves  the  most  steady  firienis  of 
£iig^d.    ''  Our  kirk  deserved  no  sutch  indi|pMtor  at  the  hands  of 
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la  the  month  of  July  1584,  the  Earls  of  Ai^^ 
and  Mar,  and  the  Master  of  Glammis,  wrote  to  Met* 
viU^  xe^piesting  him  to  repair  to  them  immediately 
at  Newcastle,  along  with  Lawson,  *^  on  matten^  ^ 
greater  importance"  than  they  could  judge  of  alone  *. 
With  this  request  he  was  prevented  from  comply- 
ing, as  he  was  then  absent  from  London  on  a  visit 
to  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  f .  He 
was  received  at  these  ancient  seats  of  literature  in  a 
manner  becoming  his  precession  and  merits,  and  ex- 
pressed himself  much  delighted  with  the  magnifi* 
cence  of  the  colleges,  the  gravity  of  the  professors, 
and  the  courteous  manners  of  the  students.  On 
this  occasion  he  formed  an  intimacy,  which  was  af- 
terwards kept  up  by  letters,  with  two  very  promising 
young  men,  Oeoi^  Carleton,  who  becanoe  iHshop  of 
Chidiester,  and  Thomas  Savile,  whose  early  erudi- 
tion was  no  less  admired  than  his  premature  death 
WQS  deplored  by  the  learned  on  the  Continent  and 


lliAl  eitete  ts  to  be  so  highly  prejudged  by  the  publick  records  of 
the  mime ;  fof  our  kirk  was  ever  carefiill^  and  at  that  time  epe^ 
cWly^  to  •Btnnaiii  amitle  betfdxi  the  two  cosntifes.  Bat  ht'tfdch 
•  IjingllMl  lay  there  as  a  Uurr  to  blot  the  Chronieleaof  £tigia9d«'' 
(GakL  m.  OKK)  But  this  was  not  aU.  In  1646,  die  Dtsdaralkfei  fraa 
i«|«failed,  i»  Boots  and  in  Bnglish,  not  by  ^  Cavaliers  «tOziWI» 
{d»l  weuld  not  have  been  strange,)  bat  by  the  firiends  of  die  parii»« 
ttent  al  London,  who  had  so  lately  loaded  the  Seots  with  thanks  lav 
dieir  ''  brotherly  assisUnce/'  and  solemnly  vowed  *'  the  |vaservatkn 
of  the  velbmed  religion  in  the  ehurch  of  Scotland/^in  diseipttne 
and  government !"  (Bai]lie*s  Historical  Vindication,  Bpkt.  Oedid. 
A.  4.) 
•  Cald.  fii.  499^  >  t  . 

MelvOh^  Diars^  p.  lit. 


Ik 
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iu his joatiTe  country*.  Melville . aftervrards  piid- 
a  jbie  oompliment  to  two  of  the  theological  mastara^  ^ 
and  to  the  young  men  whom  he  found  at  thia  tiiim> 
proeecuting  their  studies  under  them :  ^.s 


Non  ita  eterni  Wbitta&eros  t  aoer 


•*  i 


"'1 


vatscniit:  neqiid  «ali»  flvrnnu  .  v/ 

Penna  Renoldi  %, 
Certa  subHrnes  aperire  calleB, 
Sueta  ccelestea  ittfrare  eannSy 
LkU  raisoeri  iiiTeii  beate  .^.J 

Civibiu  aul«. 
Nee  "f  ami  ant  Cami  accola  saniore 
Mentftf  qui  earium  aapit  in  fivquenti 
HenaathenieOf -ei  eddi>ri  Lyceo 

Culta  juY^ntus; 
Cigiia  afililget  genio  Jdvie  lux : 
Coi  tiitBiii  M  jusdtic  renidet : 
Qian  Jubar  Cbiisti  radiaotia  alt» 

Speetat  olympo  §. 


■  f  "5 

-    .»-(U 


•1    i  t 

•r 


I. 


.J 


On  his  return  to  London,  he  had  to  pefforhi 
the  painftil  duty  of  attending  the  death-bed  of  his 
early  friend,  and  highly  esteemed  brother,  James 


#  8m  MelTilk'a  letter  "  D.  Th.  Saville  et  Q.  Carletoao/'  in  dui 
Appeadiz.  Wood*a  Athene  Qxod.  by  BUi^  val.  i  eoL  ia9;  mLik 
SIS,  4a8i  Faati,  oolL  SIS,  827.  Thomaa  Savik  waa  a  yoongor  bco* 
tfaflr  af  Sir  Henry  Savile,  Provost  of  JBton  College,  and  editor  of  tb# 
worin  of  Chryaoetom.  Hia  letters  in  Combdem  Epistolw  shew  tho  • 
pic^yosi  which  he  had  made  in  zeeondite  literatnre  before  Mebilk  • 
Itffflsaifr  sftflTiiintfd  with  him* 

t  Dr.  William  Whittaker,  Regius  Professor  and  Master  of  St. 
John*B  College,  Cambndge. 

X  Dr.  John  Raindldi^  Ditinity  Reader^  and  sucoessively  Master  of  =  •' 
i^ieen's  CoUcgB  and  n«ideBt  of  Corpus  Chrisd,  Oxfoid.  ^^ 

I  Anti-tami-cami  Calcgoda,  Authore  A.  Melvino^  1604. 
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iMwmm.  The  air  of  England  disagfreed  with  hia 
CQiBBtitation»  and  brought  on  a  disorder,  which  was 
aggfavated  b}r  grief  at  the  nnhi^y  state  xtf  his  na» 
tive  country  and  the  undutiful  behavibtEU*  of  his 
flodc  He,  had  joined  with  his  colleague  in  address- 
ing a  letter  to  the  inhabitanta  p£  Edinburgh,  in 
which  they  stated  the  reasons  of  their  flight.  Adam- 
son  drew  up  a  reply  in  the  name  of  the  congrega- 
tion, couched  in  the  harshest  and  most  contumelious 
language,  denominating  their  ministars  fugitives, 
rebels,  and  wolves,  and  renouncing  all  connection 
with  them.  This  the  King  sent  to  thetown-coun- 
dlf  accompanied  with  an  injunction  thtft'it  should 
be  subscribed  by  them  and  the  principal  inhabit- 
ants ;  and  by  the  threats  and  importunities  of  the 
oourt,  a  number  of  persons  were  induced  to  set  their 
names  to  this  disgraceful  p^per*.  Their  conduct 
miide  a  deeper  impression  on  the  delic^t^  ^pirit^  of 
Lawson  than  it  ought  to  have  done,,  coosid^dng  all 
the  drcumstances  of  the  case.    He  died  pipnsly  an4 

*  Gtld.  iiL  377— SSS^  436.  Hume  of  Godscroft's  Hist.  iL  861.— 
On  die  11th  Jvae,  li8i»  a  commiiBioiier  from  hiii  M^Jeky  preaenfeed 
to  the  towB-eoiiiidl  an  answer  to  a  letter  of  tbdr  mliiisteTs/With  a 
chage  to-mibeeribe  it;  becMiie  it  appeared  to  be  '<«oiieaf<H*iii  echarp 
aii4:tiu]h  tetrmea,'*  the  eoundl  appointed  another^  fiumi  to  be^  drawn 
vpt  Oa  ihe  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  they  i^p(»nted  eome  of  their 
Mttber  to  go  to  FalkUnd  to  entreat  his  Majesty,  that  ihey  shosld 
^  nocht  be  burthenit  w^  any  thing  hnrtfull  to  yi^  ooneefieBo^  -and 
to  labour  that  his  Maitie  may  be  content  with  the  second  form  ^of 
pcnnit  be  the  town.*'  (Records  of  Town-Council  of  Edinbut^,  toI. 
^J9U  bN  92,  a.)  This  request  was  peremptorily  retoed.  (Seethe 
Latter  from  William  DaTiaoa  to  Secretary  Walsinghauj  Jtfne  15^ 
1584^  in  the  Appendix.) 
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MmfbrCably,  bearing  an  bonourahfe  tefltimony  td*&e 
cause  in  whieh  he  had  spent  his  hSe,  and  exhortimg 
•his  farethren,  who  surrounded  his  bed  ^nd  soogiut  td 
taUeviate  his  sufferings  by  the  most  sympathising  ai^ 
Mentions,  to  persevere  in  their  attachment  to  it,  what* 
ever  it  might  cost  them.  Such  was  the  respect  in 
which  he  was  held,  that,  though  a  stranger,  his  body 
was  accompanied  to  the  grave  by  above  five  hundred 
persons  of  respectability.  Lawscm  had  been  seleot^ 
fid  firom  all  his  brethren  by  Knox,  to  whom  ^kt 
iQwed  even  his  own  self  besides,"  as  the  indiddnal 
hest  qualified  for  succeeding  him  in  the  charge  of 
the  church  of  Edinburgh ;  and  his  conduct  in  that 
important  station,  and  during  the  most  difficult 
times,  proved  that  the  dioice  had  been  made  with 
our  Reformer's  usual  sagacity.  He  was  pioua^  leam* 
ed,  eloquent ;  modest,  zealous,  prudent  *.  He  had 
been  originally  in  a  bumUe  situation,  ^nd  diqpilay* 
ed  the  ornament  of  a  humUe  spirit  after  ha  rose 
to  distinction.  His  capacity  and  avidity  for  leari* 
ing  when  a  yoimg  man  had  attracted  the  attention 
of  Andrew  Sirason,  the  celebrated  master  of  fhe 
school  of  Perth,  who  took  him  into  his  own  houflfe, 
bestowed  upon  him  a  gratuitous  education,  and  re^ 
commended  him  first  to  the  University  of  St.  An<« 
drews,  and  afterwards  to  the  Countess  of  Crawfurd^^ 
whose  son  he  accompanied  as  tutor  to  the  Conti- 


*  Dftvid  BndianMi  De  Beript  Soot,  niiutr.  num.  iS.  MS.  Adrt 
Lib.  W.  G.  84.  The  woxks  which  this  author  aserlbes  to  L«wbob  vp* 
pear  to  have  been  aU  in  manuscript. 
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vent  *«  After  his  return  to  his  native  oountry^  he 
^»rtJ<Tf^  his  gratitude  by  the  zeal  with  which  he 
joadEonoly  promoted  public  education ;  and  his  exer«- 
tions  in  restoring  the  High  SchooU  and  erecting  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  entitle  his  name  to  a  dis- 
tinguithed  place  among  the  benefactors  of  our  na* 
iaonal  literature  f . 

Balcanquhall  and  Davidson  preached  once  or  twice 
in  London,  but  received  an  order  from  the  bishop 
tQ  desist  t*  When  the  banished  noblemen  came  to 
ibf  Ekiglish  capital,  they  applied  for  the  use  of  a  se- 
pante  place  of  worship ;  but  this  liberty,  which  had 

*  Wodzow's  Life  of  James  Lawson^  pp.  1^  2,  30.    Cald.  iiL  535. 

t  CTa;wted*8  Hist,  of  University,  pp.  19,  S6.  Feb.  S,  1568,  he 
wai  jjUMMHiil  Id  "  the  secund  place  wtin  the  new  college  or  pedagog 
wHxk  tht  mupsniUe  of  Sanctaudrois,'*  or,  if  it  was  already  provided, 
to  '*  the  third  place  in  the  said  new  collie."  (Reg.  of  Present.  toL  L 
f.  8S.)  January  8,  1569,  he  was  presented  to  the  place  of  Sub-prin« 
tljpol  fai  the  university  of  Aberdeen,  (lb.  vol.  i.  f.  96,  b.)  He  died 
m  the  152th  of  October  1584^  and  was  buried  '*  in  the  new  ehurdi- 
ytird  at  Bedlam.'*  His  testament  was  subscribed  by  him  '*  at  Lob* 
don  in  Honielane  of  Cheapside,  in  Mr.  Antony  Martinets  house 
vpeii  Wednesday  the  7  of  October  1584.*'  On  hearing  of  his  death, 
Aithbiahflp  Adamson  wrote  a  testament  in  his  name,  containing  a 
leouitation  of  his  principles,  and  a  variety  of  letters  to  his  brethren, 
in  which  he  is  made  to  reflect  on  their  conduct  and  motives  in  op- 
poring  the  S^ing  and  the  bishops.  These,  as  well  as  the  real  testa^ 
ai^nty  are  hiserted  in  Cald.  iii.  537 — 584.  His  testament  informs  ua^ 
that  he  kft  three  children.  Among  the  alumni  of  the  New  ColUige 
of  St  Andrews,  A.  1601,  was  "  M.  Jacobus  Lowson,  M.  Jac.  f.  £din« 
biiig.  ;'*  of  whom  the  record  says,  *^  paulo  post  obiit."  Elizabeth 
hKwmma  was  his  only  surviving  child  in  Aug.  23, 1603.  (Inquisi.* 
tioiies  Retom.  Gener.  num.  142.)  She  married  Mr.  George  Greir. 
minister  of  Haddington.  (Commissary  Records  of  Edinburgh,  April 
5, 1615.) 

t  Cahl.  iiL  619. 
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been  granted  to  the  French  and  Dutch,  was  refused 
to  tiiem.  The  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  however, 
invited  the  Scots  ministers  to  preach  in  his  Chapel, 
tpfiich  was  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
bishop  of  London.  Among  other  exercises  perform- 
ed there,  Melville  read  a  Latin  lecture  on  Gtenesifi^ 
which  was  well  attended,  and  much  admired,  partf- 
cnlarly  by  the  Earl  of  Angus,  who  possessed  a  more 
cultivated  mind  than  any  of  the  Scottish  peerage  *.' 
It  is  somewhat  singular  that  Melville  should,  on 
this  occasion,  have  officiated  as  a  lecturer  in  the 
{Aace  where  he  was  afterwards  confined  as  a  prison- 
er of  6tate. 

8(;dtl^d  Was  in  the  mean  time  suffering  from 
the  ravages  of  the  plague,  by  which  its  principal 
towtis  were  depopulated,  and  from  the  scourge  of 
the  worst  of  all  plagues,  an  insensate  and  despotic 
cal  government.  The  following  anecdotesi  which 
are  less  generally  known,  will  perhaps  convey  a 
livelier  idea  of  the  policy  with  which  it  was  afflict- 
ed, than  the  more  glaring  acts  of  tyranny  which 
have  been  often  brought  forward  in  histories.  In 
the  year  1584,  Robert  Brown,  the  founder  of  the 
sect  of  Brownists  in  England,  came  out  of  the 
Low  Cduntries  into  Scotland,  accompanied  by  some 
of  his  followers.  Having  taken  up  his  residence 
in  the  Canongate  of  Edinburgh,  he  began  to  dis* 
seminate  his  peculiar  opinions,  and  to  circulate' 
writings  in  which  all  the  reformed  churches  were' 

*  Hume  of  GodBCroft's  Hist.  ii.  361. 
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stigmatized  as  unscriptural  and  antichristian  socie« 
ties.  The  court  took  this  rigid  sectary  under  their 
protection,  and  encouraged  him,  for  no  other  con-- 
oeivable  reason  than  his  exclaiming  against  tha 
ministers  and  calling  in  question  their  authority  *^ 
At  the  same  time  Papists  were  openly  favoured, 
and  arrangements  made  with  James  Skeen,  one  of 
their  emissaries,  for  having  a  colony  of  Jesuits 
quietly  admitted  into  the  country  f . — The  wives  of 
the  exiled  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  indignant  at  a,ii 
abusive  letter  which  Adamson  had  addressed  to  theic 
husbands,  wrote  a  reply  to  it,  in  which  they  express^ 
ed  themselves  with  great  warmth  and  treated  his 
Grace  very  unceremoniously  :|:.  Instead  of  overlook- 
ing this  very  excusable,  if  not  amiable,  display  of  cou« 
jugal  affection,  or  defending  himself  by  the  weapons 
with  which  he  was  assailed,  the  affronted  primatet 
in  a  way  rather  unmanly,  retreated  behind  the 
throne,  and  directed  its  thunder  against  the  spirited 
females  whose  wrath  he  had  provoked  and  whose 
charges  he  was  unable  to  repel.  A  royal  prodama- 
tiim  was  issued,  charging  them  and  their  families. 


«  Cald.  iiL  30^—304.  On  his  retttrn  to  England^  Brown  pubttflh^ 
ed  a  book  into  which  he  introduced  ?ariotis  invectives  against  the  mi* 
nisters  and  government  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  Dr.  Bancroft  did 
not  scruple  to  appeal  to  his  inflamed  statements,  as  one  of  the  two 
aathorities  on  which  he  rested  his  attack  on  the  Presbyterian  disdU 
pline.  (Sermon  preached  at  Paul's  Cross^  9  Feb.  1588^  p.  63.  Re« 
printed  Lond.  1636.) 

t  W.  Davison  to  Sec.  Walsingham.  Cotton  MSS.  Calig.  0.  vtii/ 
63. 

t  Harl.  MSS.  num.  291.  68.    Cald.  iii.  i37. 
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Adamson,  and  contained  vile  and  unfomidad  asper- 
sions on  the  banished  lords  sad  ob  the  proeeetfngs 
of  the  church.     MelviUe,  of  course,  came  in  for  a 
Aarge  share  of  the  abuse.     This  dedaradon  deoenres 
particular  notice  as  the  original  of  those  misrqxre- 
Bcptatioins  of  Scots  affairs,  which  prevailed  so  long 
in  England  and  are  not  eompktely  removed  at  this 
day.     The  answers  given  to  it  by  MelviUe  and 
.others  exposed  its  falsehoods ;  but  they  shared  tiie 
^te  of  all  fugitive  ^eces  in  being  soon  lost  and 
iSngotten*.    The  Declaration,  on  the  contmy,  was 
carefully  preserved.    By  means  o£  Bcme  of  Arraa's 
ii^ents,  it  was  reprinted  at  London,  with  a  preface 
more  odious  than  itself     Being  puUished  in  the 
JKing^s  mame,  it  was  embodied,  as.  an  authentic  afid 
o^Bcial  document,  in  HoUinshed's  Chitmide,  firom 
which  it  contkmed  to  be  quoted,  and  copied,  and  re- 
printed, after  ^ames  had  disowned  it,  and  Adamson 
liad  retracted  it  as  a  false  and  slanderous  libel  f. 

•  Melville's  reply  (imerted  in  Caldt  M&  vL  714—784.)  i*  asti. 
Hedf  *^  Answer  Iq  Uie  Peclaratioii  of  certain  IntemioiMi  tei  oat  is 
the  Kingfa  ntune,  &c  7th  of  Feb.  1565."  James  MdviUe  is  sappoMd 
t9  be  the  anther  of  another  reply,  in  the  form  of  a  Dialogue  between 
ZeUUnr,  Temporizor,  and  Palsmon,  whidi  is  dated  Newcastle,  Feb. 
10, 1565,  (CaUL  iii.  679—714.)  It  is  piobabk  thati)odi  wm  priat- 
Od.  (lb.  4$23.  486.  753.)  The  former  reply  passes  over  what  leliitea 
to  UelTille;  but  the  latter  vindicates  him  strenuously,  and  its  alyk 
is  sharper  and  more  acrimonious  than  that  of  the  other.  Extrwcta 
ftom  both  may  be  seen  in  the  printed  Calderwood,  pp.  174—194^ 
.  t  This  was  stranget,  considering  that  the  Pedaration  waa  the  lifta- 
nifesto  of  an  arbitrary  administration,  and  an  abusive  attack  on  th^ 
men  who  had  uniformly  shown  themselves  the  most  steady  fdeiids  <d 
£iigland.    "  Our  kirk  deserved  no  sudi  indiyj^jity  al  the  hands  of 
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Im  tbe  month  of  July  1584,  the  Earis  of  Ai^ 
and  Mar,  and  the  Master  of  Glanuwu,  wrote  to  Melt* 
vSle,  xequestiog  him  to  repair  to  them  immediatcfep 
at  Newcastle,  along  with  Lawson,  "  on  mattery  t4 
greater  importance"  thao  they  could  judge  of  alone  *. 
With  this  request  he  was  prevented  Siom  comply- 
ing,  as  he  was  then  absent  £n>m  London  on  a  viait 
to  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  f .  He 
was  received  at  these  ancient  se^s  of  literature  in  a 
manner  becoming  his  pvofeesion  and  merits,  and  ex- 
pressed himself  much  delif^lted  Vith  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  colleges,  the  gravity  of  thct  professors, 
and  the  courteous  manners  <rf  the.  students.  On 
this  occasion  he  formed  an  intimacy,  which  was  af- 
terwards kept  up  by  letters,  with  two  very  promisilig 
young  men,  George  Carleton,  who  beeasoe  t»6hc^  of 
Chichester,  and  Thtnnas  Savile,  whoae  early  erudi- 
tion was  no  less  admired  than  his  premature  death 
was  deplored  by  the  learned  on.  the  Continent  and 


that  ortate  ■■  to  be  to  higliljr  pnjadged  by  the  pnblidc  records  of 
the  italme ;  fiw  our  kirk  wm  ever  carefnll,  tnd  at  that  time  tpo' 
titUj,  to  anlRtilii  Mtitie  bat«risL  tbe  two  cMmbiti.  B«t  lat  mck 
«l7i&glfb«UUrtkn<«abliin  tobkK  tbe  ChnmiolM  of  Sn^nd^T 
(Odd.  UL  ata)  BU  tUa  wu  nvt  aU.  In  16M,  dHDcdarMim  «h 
iqKfaitad,  la  Bwti  and  in  Biif|IUi,  not  by  dw  Cnalicn  at  Oxto^ 
(tfaat  woold  Mt  bai«  beta  afrange,)  bat  bj  the  biatia  ot  ibe  p«ril»* 
meat  at  LondMi,  wh*  had  ao  btet;  kaded  the  Beoto  with  thanka  At 
dtdr  "  brotherly  aadataaoe,"  and  (olRunlf  vowed  "  the  laiauiiattaa 
«r  Ae  ntotaed  adlKkn  fa  tba  Avrdt  tS  fleotlandr-4ii  diadi^Iiw 
and  govcnmentr  (Bullie'i  Hiatoncal  ViiKUeation,  Sftat.  Dt^a, 
A.4.) 

•  Cald.iii.4SA 

HdviBAUvn  P.1M. 
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joatiTe  country*.  Melville . aftenrards  paid 
m  foie  oampliment  to  two  of  the  theological  maaters^ 
and  to  the  young  men  whom  he  found  at  thia  time 
paoiecuting  their  studies  under  them : 

NoQ  ita  eterni  WbittaKieras  t  aoer 

Dhdi  mat  scnait :  nequa  cdta  ««iniiu 

Penna  Renoldi  %, 
Certa  sublimeB  aperire  calles, 
Sueta  ccelestes  ittfrare  enmity 
LkU  nisceri  iiiTeii  beat« 

Civibiu  aul«. 
Nee  "f  ami  ant  Cam!  acoola  saniore 
Mentft,  qni  earium  aapit  in  fivquenti  ^ 
Henaatheiueoy-ei  oddi>ri  Lycep 

Culta  juY^ntus; 
CigiiB  affulget  genio  Jdvie  lux : 
Coi  tiitBiMi  Sol  justidc  renidei : 
Qian  jubar  Chiisti  radiaoda  alt» 

Spectat  olympo  §. 

On  his  return  to  London,  he  had  to  peffomi 
tub  painftil  duty  of  attending  the  death-bed  of  his 
early  friend,  and  highly  esteemed  brother,  James 


#  8m  MelTilk'a  letter  ''  D.  Th.  8a?il]e  et  Q.  Carktoao,"  in  dui 
Appendix.  Wood's  Athene  Qxod.  by  BUit,  voLi  eoL  IS»;  ^oLIL 
ai%  4S8i  Faati,  oolL  918,  S87.  Thomaa  Savile  was  a  yoangw  1mo» 
tfaer  of  Sir  Henry  Savile,  Provoet  of  £lon  College,  and  editor  of  Ui# 
worin  of  Chryeoetom.  His  letters  in  Cambdeni  JBputoim  diemr  tlio 
pic^yoBB  which  he  had  made  in  recondite  literatme  before  MeMDo 
beoune  aegtiaintfd  with  him. 

t  I>r.  William  Whittaker,  Regiua  Professor  and  Master  of  St. 
Jolm*s  College,  Cambiid^e. 

X  Dr.  John  Rsindldii,  Dirinity  Reader,  and  successively  Matter  of 
i2aeen*s  CoUcgs  and  ftMideiit  of  Corpus  Christi,  Oxford. 

I  Anti-tami-cami  Cat^goria,  Authore  A.  Melyino,  1604. 
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Lawflon.    The  air  of  England  disagreed  wiUi  bim^' 
canBtitation,  and  bniu^t  on  a  disorder,  whidi  wHi  '- 
aj|g;iavated  by  grief  at  the  unhappy  state  of  his  tm^^- 
tire  country   and  the  undutifid  beboWoRF'ttf  tate-^I 
flock.     He,  had  joined  with  his  colleague  in  addressr- 
ing  a  letter  to  the  inhabitanta  p£  Edinburgh,  in 
which  they  stated  the  reasons  of  their  flight.  Adam- 
son  drew  up  a  reply  in  the  name  of  Uie  congrega- 
tioD,  couched  in  the  harshest  and  most  contumelious 
language,  denominating  their'  ministers  fugitives, 
rebels,  and  wolves,  and  renoundng  all  connection 
with  them.     This  the  King  seat  to  tbe<  town-coun- 
cil, accompanied  with  an  fajunetrottl^M'it  should 
be  subscribed  by  them  and  the  principal  inhabif>- 
ants ;  and  by  the  threats  and  impoiftunitiss  of  the 
court,  a  number  trf  persons  were  inducedte  set  their 
names  to  this  disgraceful  paper'*.     Their  conduct 
made  a  deeper  ImpresBipnoa  tthe^ddicat^  spiiitft^f 
Lawson  than  it  ought  to  have  done,  considenii^  a^  ^ 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.    He  died-  P^uly.  »>^'; 

*  Cdd.  iii.  377—383,  436.    Hume  of  Godaavft'i  Hut.  iL  Ml— 
On  ibe  lltli  Jniw,  KB4,  ■  c0iDiniHk»er  from  Ma  M^Jeity  pwtateJ 
to  the  tmra-caond]  en  nuwet  to  ■  tMa  of  ibdr  BOttiiieiB/ititttt^'-^ 
duagetotnbaaibeUjbecwiiaUq^iorfdtobe  •<^aottiWmtAta^'- 
and  nwb  tetime,"  tba  onadl  «pp<riiiUd'  mttbtr  ftwin  loWdrtw*'  '^ 
vp.    Oa  the  «&8nMon«ftlMMaie  day,  they  ^pointed  tome  of  tbelf   ' 
niunlMr  to  go  to  Falkland  to  estreat  hk  MajMtf,  that  Oaf  Skotdf'  i 
"  Doeht  be  bnrllienit  w'  an^  thing  hurtfull  to  jtip  oatmHmaeilt,  MM-  >  - 
to  Itbonr  that  his  UaitiB  maj'  be  content  with  tlw  seODBd  fofta  yat 
pnmit  be  the  town."   (Records  of  Town-Council  of  Edinbni^,  voir'  . 
TiL  91,  b.  BS,  a.)   Thia  leqaeat  waa  peranptorily  raflned.    (8c«  4ia 
Lettei  from  WilliaiB  Danaoa  to  Seovtarf  Wahii^hatt,  Jane  IJj  '• 
1M4>  in  the  Aypakliz-) 
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^eomforteihly,  bearing  an  honourahfe  tefltimony  to  the 
cause  in  which  he  had  spent  his  hSe,  and  eacbbrtiag 
<his  brethren,  who  surrounded  his  bed  and  sbugiU;  to 
Alleviate  his  sufferings  by  the  most  sympathising  at* 
-tentioDS,  to  persevere  in  their  attachment  to  it»  what- 
ever it  might  cost  them.  Such  was  the  respect  in 
which  he  was  held,  that,  though  a  strangear,  his  body 
was  accompanied  to  the  grave  by  above  five  hundred 
persons  of  respectability.  Lawson  had  been  aekct- 
led  firom  all  his  brethren  by  Knox,  to  whom  ^  he 
iQwed  even  his  own  self  besides,"  as  the  individual 
hest  qualified  for  succeeding  him  in  the  chaige  of 
the  church  of  Edinburgh ;  and  his  candnct  in  that 
important  station,  and  during  the  most  difficult 
times,  proved  that  the  dioioe  had  beea  made  with 
lOur  Reformer's  usual  sagacity.  He  was  pioua^  leani^ 
ed,  eloquent ;  modest,  zealous,  prudent  *.  He  had 
been  originally  in  a  humUe  situation^  iipd  diqday* 
ed  the  ornament  of  a  humUe  spirit  after  he  rose 
to  distinction.  His  capacity  and  aviditfr  for  loam* 
ing  when  a  yoimg  man  had  attracted  the  attention 
of  Andrew  Sirason,  the  celebrated  master  of  fhe 
school  of  Perth,  who  took  him  into  his  own  house, 
bestowed  upon  him  a  gratuitous  education*  and  ze^ 
commended  him  first  to  the  University  of  St  An<* 
drews,  and  afterwards  to  the  Countess  of  Crawfurd^ 
whose  son  he  accompanied  as  tutor  to  the  Ckmti- 


*  Dftvid  BadianMi  De  Script  Scot.  Hliutr.  num.  SS.  M&  Adr. 
Lib.  W.  G.  84.  The  woxks  which  this  author  ascribes  to  Lawaoe  ap* 
pear  to  have  been  aU  in  manuscript. 
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iieat*i  After  his  return  to  his  native  oountrf,  ht 
testified  his  gratitude  by  the  zeal  with  which  he 
nni&rmly  promoted  public  education ;  and  his  exerw 
tioQB  in  restoring  the  High  School,  and  erecting  the 
University  of  Bdinburgh,  entitle  his  name  to  a  d^ 
tiDguisked  place  among  the  benefactors  of  our  na> 
t»uud  literature  -f . 

Balcanquhall  and  Davidson  preached  once  or  twin 
in  London,  bat  received  an  order  from  the  bishop 
to  desist  ^,  When  the  banished  noblemen  came  to 
the  English  capital,  they  applied  for  the  use  of  a  se- 
parate place  of  worship ;  but  this  liberty,  which  lud 

■  Wodiow't  Life  of  Juaet  Lkmon,  pp.  1,  S,  30.    Cftld.  iii.  SM. 

f  Cnwftird'B  Hist,  of  UniTendt;,  pp.  19,  S6.  Feb.  3,  1  jse,  he 
WH  pnSRited  to  "  the  aecond  plaoe  Wiln  tho  new  coB^o  or  peda^eg 
v>in  the  uniTerdtie  of  Sanctandtou,"  or,  if  it  wm  alrNdr  prorid*^ 
to  "  the  thiid  pUce  in  the  uid  new  coll^js."  (R^.  of  Pretent.  voL  i, 
f.  as.)  JtDuaxj  8,  1569,  he  wtB  preBCiitcd  to  the  pkce  of  Sub-prin- 
dpal  in  the  univerdtj  of  Aberdeen,  (lb.  vol.  i.  f.  98,  b.)  He  dletl 
00  the  lath  of  Oetobn  1U4,  and  ww  buried  '<  io  the  new  ehnith? 
jtiid  U  Bedlem."  Mil  teatameat  wu  mbecribed  by  him  "  at  Loia 
don  In  HonieUne  of  Cheapside,  in  Mr.  Antony  Mirtine'a  hoote 
spOD  Wedneiday  the  7  of  October  IAB4."  On  hearing  of  hie  deaA, 
AidiUtbop  Adanuoo  wrote  a  leatament  in  lui  name,  eoBtaiiiia(  t 
recuitation  of  hia  principle*,  and  a  variety  of  letten  to  his  biethia^ 
in  which  he  ia  made  to  reflect  on  their  conduct  and  motivea  in  ap- 
porfog  the  King  and  the  hiihopi.  TheM,  u  well  aa  the  real  terta- 
BMBt,  are  luierted  in  Cald.  iii.  d37 — £8i.  Hta  teatainent  infonna  «% 
that  he  left  three  children-  Among  the  alumni  of  th«  Now  CoUaga 
of  8t  Andrews,  A.  1001,  waa  "  M.  Jacobiu  Lowaon,  M.  Jac.  f  Edin- 
ba^. ;"  of  whom  the  record  taya,  "  paulo  poat  obiif  Eliiaheffa 
Lawiouu  waa  Ua  only  nuriiing  child  in  Aug.  93,  1603.  (InqnU* 
tionea  Retom.  Gener.  num.  liS.)  She  married  Mr.  George  Grntf 
minister  of  Haddington.  (Commimary  Recorda  of  Edinburgh,  Afnl 
5,  1615.) 

t  CaU.  iii.  «W. 
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been  granted  to  the  French  and  Dutch,  was  refused 
to  them.  The  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  however, 
invited  the  Scots  ministers  to  preach  in  his  Chapel, 
"^liich  was  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
bishop  of  London.  Among  other  exercises  perform- 
ed there,  Melville  read  a  Latin  lecture  on  Genesis, 
which  was  well  attended,  and  much  admired,  parti- 
cnlarly  by  the  Earl  of  Angus,  who  possessed  a  more 
cultivated  mind  than  any  of  the  Scottish  peerage  *. 
It  is  somewhat  singular  that  Melville  should,  on 
(9iifir  dccasion,  have  officiated  as  a  lecturer  in  the 
ptace  where  he  was  afterwards  confined  as  a  prison- 
er of  6tate. 

"^  Scotland  was  in  the  mean  time  suffering  from 
the  ravages  of  the  plague,  by  which  its  principal 
towns  were  depopulated,  and  from  the  scourge  of 
the  worst  of  all  plagues,  an  insensate  and  despotl- 
cal  government.  The  following  anecdotesi  which 
tfe  less  generally  known,  will  perhaps  convey  a 
livelier  idea  of  the  policy  with  which  it  was  afflict- 
ed, than  the  more  glaring  acts  of  tyranny  which 
have  been  often  brought  forward  in  histories.  In 
the  year  1584,  Robert  Brown,  the  founder  of  the 
sect  of  Brownists  in  England,  came  out  of  the 
Low  Cduntries  into  Scotland,  accompanied  by  some 
of  his  followers.  Having  taken  up  his  residence 
in  the  Canongate  of  Edinburgh,  he  began  to  dis* 
geminate  his  peculiar  opinions,  and  to  circulate* 
writings  in  which  all  the  reformed  churches  were 

*  Hume  of  Godscroft's  Hist.  iL  361. 
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stigmatized  as  unscriptural  and  antichristian  socle- 
ties.  The  court  took  this  rigid  sectary  under  theic 
protection,  and  encouraged  him,  for  no  other  con* 
eeivahle  reason  than  his  exclaiming  against  the 
ministers  and  calling  in  question  their  authority  *t 
At  the  same  time  Papists  were  openly  favouradi 
and  arrangements  made  with  James  Skeen,  one  of 
their  emissaries,  for  having  a  colony  of  Jesuit^ 
quietly  admitted  into  the  country  f . — The  wives  oC 
the  exiled  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  indignant  at  i^ 
abusive  letter  which  Adamsou  had  addressed  to  theis 
husbands,  wrote  a  reply  to  it,  in  which  they  express^ 
ed  themselves  with  great  warmth  and  treated  lii^ 
Grace  very  unceremoniously  {:.  Instead  of  overlook- 
ing this  very  excusable,  if  not  amiable,  display  of  cqqi 
jugal  afiection,  or  defending  himself  by  the  weaptHia 
with  which  he  was  assailed,  the  affronted  primate 
in  a  way  rather  unmanly,  retreated  behind  the 
throne,  and  directed  its  thunder  against  the  spirited 
females  whose  wrath  he  bad  provoked  and  whose 
ciua^  he  was  unable  to  repel.  A  royal  prodamft- 
tien  was  issued,  charging  them  and  their  familiect 


■  Cald.  iii.  303—304.  On  his  Ktnni  to  England,  Brown  pnblUti^ 
«d  »  book  iDto  which  be  introduced  Tarioiu  inTMtivn  aguntt  the  mi* 
iiiitcn  and  government  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  Dr-  Bancroft  did 
not  scruple  to  appeal  to  his  inflamed  atatemenls,  as  one  of  the  two 
aotboritiet  on  which  be  rested  hia  attack  on  the  Presbyterian  disd^ 
pline.  (Semion  preached  at  Paul'a  Croaa,  9  Feb.  iS88,  p.  63.  Be> 
printed  Ltrnd.  1636.) 

f  W.  Dariaon  to  See.  Walnsgham.  Cotton  MSS.  Cali|^  C.  Viif.' 
«3. 

X  Harl.  MSS.  num.  S91.  66.    CaU.  iii.  437. 
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instaxitlyy  under  the  pain  of  rebeltbn,  to  leaVe  their  , 
manses ;  and  also  conmiandmg  and  charging,  under 
the  same  pains,  certain  other  matrons^  **  worse  a£* 
feoted  to  the  obedience  of  our  late  acts  of  parUament, 
to  remove  from  the  capital,  and  retire  beyond  the 
water  of  Tay^  till  they  give  ferther  decbo-atian  of 
their  disposition  *." — The  treatment  of  the  Countess 
of  Gowrie,  whose  husband  had  been  lately  ecxecnted^ 
was  marked  with  the  most  savage  inhumaxntyi  She 
had  come  to  Edinburgh  to  present  a  pedtioA.  in  h^ 
half  of  her  children,  whose  property  waa  donfisealad* 
After  being  different  times  repulsed,  she  one  d^ 
niet  the  King  on  the  street,  and  ^*  rearfihig  at  fani 
doak  to  stay  his  majesty,  Arran,  putting  her  from 
him,  did  not  only  overthrow  her,  which  was  easy  to 
do  in  respect  of  the  poor  lady's  weakne^,  but  mardi- 
ed  over  her,  who  partly  with  extreme  grief,  and 
partly  with  weakness,  swooned  presently  in  the  open 
street,  and  was  fain  to  be  conveyed  into  one  of  the 
next  houses,  where  with  much  ado  they  recovered 
life  of  her  f ." — The  last  fact  which  I  shall  mention 
is,  if  possible,  a  proof  of  still  deeper  depravity^  whe^ 
ther  it  be  viewed  in  a  political,  moral,  or  religious 
light.  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  the  patriotic  as- 
serter  of  the  liberties  of  the  Low  Coimtries,  fell  at 
this  time  by  the  hands  of  a  hired  assassin.  When 
the  news  of  his  death  came  to  Scotland,  the  King 


^  Harl.  MSS.  num.  291.  66.  Cald.  iii.  531.  Janet  Adamaoiij  re- 
lict ojT  Sir  James  Mac^ll  of  Rankeillor^  Clerk  Register,  vras  kmong 
these  "  worse  affected"  ladies. 

t  Davison  to  Walsingham,  Cotton  MSS.  Calig.  C.  viii.  Si. 
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said  opeaiyi  that  the  Prince  had  met  with  such  an 
end  as/he  deserved,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  court 
rql^ioed  at  the  event  *. 

An  administration  so  much  at  variance  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  nation,  and  which  trampled  so 
outrageously  on  its  tenderest  and  most  sacred  fed- 
ings,  could  not  maintain  itself  long.  The  pec^le 
groaned  for  deliverance  from  a  tyranny  of  which 
they  dnrst  not  complain*  The  principal  oourtierg 
whom,  Airan  had  attached  to  him  by  his  favours; 
disgusted  at  his  arrogance,  or  anticipating  the  fSall  oft 
his  fortunes,  consulted  their  own  security  by  entering 
into  a  correspondence  with  those  who  were  likely 
soon  to  supplant  him.  His  power  rested  wholly  on 
the  dread  he  inspired  and  the  ascendancy  which  he 
had  gained  over  the  royal  mind.  James  himself  be- 
gan at  last  to  feel  unhappy,  though  he  still  conti- 
nued to  be  the  slave  of  an  ignoble  and  vicious  fa- 
vouritism f .  In  these  circumstances,  the  exiled  no- 
blemen, having  obtained  the  permission  of  Eliza- 
beth, appeared  on  the  borders.  They  had  scarcely 
entered  Scotland  when  the  inhabitants  b^an  to 
flock  to  their  standard,  and  by  the  time  that  they 
reached  Stirling,  to  which  the  court  retreated  on 

*  Cotton  MSS.  Calig.  C  viii.  63.     Cald.  iii.  435,  528. 

f  **  The  king  is  become  very  ill :  I  will  say  no  worse.  For^  being 
at  the  hunting,  when  he  came  home,  he  drank  to  all  his  dogs.  Among 
the  rest  he  had  one  called  TelUtrue,  to  whom  he  spake  thir  words  : 
Tell'irue,  I  drink  to  thee  above  all  the  rest  of  my  hounds ;  for  I  will 
give  thee  more  credence  nor  either  the  Bishop  or  Craig."  (David 
Hume  of  Godscroft  to  Mr.  James  Carmichael,  March  20, 1584.  Cald. 
iii.  750.) 
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their  approach,  they  found  themselves  surround- 
ed with  a  numerous  army.  After  meeting  with  a 
slight  resistance,  they  entered  the  town,^  and  Arran 
consulted  his  safety  by  flight.  A  short  negociation 
followed ;  and  the  King  having  come  from  the  castle, 
the  nobles  laid  down  their  arms,  and  were  admitted 
to  favour  and  power. 

Melville  accompanied  the  banished  noblemen  from 
London,  and  returned  to  Scotland  in  the  beginning 
of  November  1585,  after  an  absence  of  twenty 
months  *. 

♦  Melrille's  Diary,  pp.  lO^^-^lH, 
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CHAPTER  V 

i.«*»-.iiL .      " 

1585—1592. 

JUKLViLLB  exerts  himself  in  recovering  the  Liberties  of  the 
"   CnurcJi—Dificuliies  in  the  Way  of  this — Selfishness  of 
the  Restored  Noblemen — Threatened  Dissension  among 
(he  Ministers  of  the  Church — Education  and  Character 
'  of  the  King — Examples  of  his  Dogmatism — Restoration 
of  the  Theological  College  of  St.  Andrews — Melville  In- 
vited  back  to  the  College  of  Glasgow — Returns  to  his 
.  Place  ai  Si.  Andrews — His  Share  in  the  Process  agaifist 
Adamson-'^He  is  Confined  beyond  the  Tay — Is  Restored 
^'Disputes  on   the   Execution  of  Queen  Mary — The 
:  French  Poet^  Du  Bartas^  Visits  the  University  of  St. 
Andrews — Annexation  of  the  Temporalities  of  Bishop^ 
rics  to  the  Crown — Exertions  of  Melville  at  the  Time  of 
ihe  Spanish  Armada — Interview  between  James  Melville 
'  and  a  Spanish  Admiral — The  Court  Favourable  to  the 
'  Church-^Robert  Bruce^-Melville'*s  StephanisJdon  Pro- 
'  nounced  at  the  Coronation  of  the  Queen — Royal  Enco- 
mium on  the  Church  of  Scotland-^BancrofTs  Attack  on 
ii-^^Disgrace^  Recantation^  and  Death  qfAdamson — CJ- 
xM  Establishment  of  Presbytery — Remarks  upon  it. 


A  HE  first  object  that  engaged  Melville*8  attention, 
after  his  return  to  Scotland,  was  the  restoration  of 
the  liberties  of  the  church,  which  lay  buried  under 

VOL.  I.  R 
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the  late  parliamentary  laws.  Considering  the  cor- 
rupt influence  by  which  they  had  been  procured,  the 
irregular  manner  in  which  they  were  enacted,  and 
the  baleful  effects  which  they  had  produced,  the 
abrogation  of  these  laws  might  have  been  expected, 
almost  as  a  matter  of  course,  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  estates  of  the  kingdom.  Sut  it  soon  appeared 
that  this  measure  would  have  to  encounter  the  most 
strejiuous  opposition,  and  that  it  would  find  weak 
and  treacherous  friends  in  those  who  were  under  the 
greatest  obligations  to  support  it. 

The  removal  of  the  corruptions  which  had  been 
introduced  into  the  churdi  during  the  late  maU^- 
ministration,  was  at  first  craved  by  the  nobility^  ^.^d 
acceded  to  by  the  King  in  general  terms  *.  But,  in 
the  course  of  the  conferences,  the  sagaeily  of  Secre- 
tary Maitland  soon  discovered,  that,  provided  they 
obtained  satisfE^ction  in  what  regarded  theifiselyt^, 
the  most  of  the  nobles  would  be  easily  induced,  to 
pass  from  their  demands  respecting  thet  church. 
Emboldened  by  this  information^  the  King  opjpos^ 
any  alteration,  of  the  existing  ecclesiastical  law,^  ^ 
touching  on  his  prerogative  which  he  was  deteimin- 
ed  to  maintain.  And  the  nobility  consented  t^  gra- 
tify him  in  this,  at  the  expense  of  their  honour  and 
goad  faith.  In  all  the  manifestoes  which  they  had 
published  to  the  world,  they  professed  that  oae  of 
their  primary  objects  was  the  redress  of  the  grie- 
vances under  which  the  church,  laboured.     TJwj 
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hnd  repeatedly  and  solemnly  pledged  themselyes  to 
the  same  camse  during  their  exile*;  and  by  this 
means  had  secured  the  good  wishes  and  cordial 
support  of  the  nation  in  their  recent  attempt  The 
hardships  and  sufferings  which  the  ministers  of  the 
church  had  endured,  were  owing,  in  no  small  de* 
gree,  to  the  inviolable  attachment  which  they  had 
shewn  to  the  liberties  of  the  nation  and  the  interests 
6f  the  nobiUty.  Had  they  refused  to  api»'ove  of 
the  Raid  of  Ruthven,  or  had  they  afterwards  con* 
sented  to  retract  the  approbation  which  they  had 
giren  it,  and  yielded  their  support  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  Arran,  they  might  have  secured  to  them- 
selves favo«urable  terms, '  or  at  least  have  escaped 
persecution ; — they  might  have  escaped  imprison- 
ment, and  the  loss  of  goods,  and  exile,  and  this  last 
wrong  and  insult,  for  which  they  were  altogether 
unprepared,  and  which  was,  in  some  respects,  more 
galling  and  intolerable  than  all  the  former.  The 
nobility  did  not  pretend  to  deny  the  truth  of  these 
aU^aCions.  But  they  pleaded  that  the  King  was 
inflexibly  bent  on  the  maintenance  of  episcopacy^ 
that  he  felt  his  honour  implicated  in  the  support  of 
the  late  statutes  ;  that  it  was  necessary  to  humour 
him  and  to  gain  his  affections ;  that  as  soon  as  their 
power  was  firmly  established  they  would  obtain  for 
tiie  church  all  that  she  required ;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  if  any  altercation  arose,  they  would  in- 
terpose their  influence  between  her  ministers  and 

*  Cald.  iii.  92»,  329,  800.    MelyiHe'i  Diary,  p.  ISS. 
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the  resentment  of  the  sovereign.  All  this  was  only 
an  excuse  for  bad  faith ;  and  it  was,  moreover,  bad 
policy.  The  King  could  not,  and  he  would  not, 
have  refused  the  joint  demands  of  the  nobility  and 
the  church ;  his  honour  could  not  suffer  so  much 
from  giving  up  the  bishops  as  it  had  done  from  de^ 
daring  good  subjects  and  admitting  into  his  secret 
council  men  whom  he  had  so  lately  proclaimed  trai* 
tors  and  rebels  ;  they  could  urge  their  sense  of  duty 
and  the  public  pledges  which  they  had  given,  with 
more  propriety,  and  with  less  risk  of.  giving  of- 
fence, than  their  own  personal  claims ;  by  humour- 
ing  his  Majesty  in  the  manner  proposed  they  would 
foster  the  prejudices  which  he  had  unfortunately 
conceived,  infuse  jealousies  of  him  into  the  minds 
of  his  best  subjects,  and  give  occasion  to  discord 
and  dissension  between  him  and  the  ministers  of 
the  church ;  and,  in  fine,  the  boon  which,  if  now 
conferred,  would  allay  all  animosities,  diffuse  joy 
and  gratitude  among  all  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and 
establish  the  authority  of  his  present  counsellors  on 
a  solid  and  permanent  basis,  would,  if  withheld  tiU 
a  future  and  distant  period,  prpduce  none  of.  these 
salutary  effects — ^be  conferred  without  cordiality, 
and  accepted  without  confidence  *, 
'  From  the  charge  of  selfishness  and  ingratitude  to 
which  the  nobility  of  Scotland  subjected  themselves 
pn  the  present  occasion,  justice  requires  that  we. 


•  Hume  of  Godscroft's  Hist.  ii.  375—381,  402 — i07.     Cald.  iii. 
853.    Sir  James  Melville's  Mem.  171. 
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sfaotdd  except  the  £arl  of  Angus,  wbo  remained 
faithful  to  his  promises,  and  deeply  lamented  the 
defection  of  his  peers.  This  is  but  a  small  part  of 
the  tribute  due  to  the  memory  of  the  most  patriotic, 
pious,  and  intelligent  of  the  Scottish  nobility,  whose 
modest  and  unassuming  disposition,  and  retired  ha- 
Wis,  prevented  him  from  taking  that  lead  in  public 
a£&ir8  to  which  he  was  entitled  by  his  rank,  and 
which  those  who  best  knew  his  worth  and  talents' 
were  most-  anxious  that  he  should  not  have  de- 
clined *.  It  has  been  one  of  the  great  misfortunes 
of  princes  and  commonwealths,  that  men  of  integ- 
Rty  and  real  patri6tism  have  shrunk  from  the  con- 
test necessary  to  obtain  and  keep  possession  of  high 
official  stations,  and  have  ^ven  way  to  the  ambi- 
tious, the  daring,  and  the  unprincipled,  who  deemed' 
DO  sacrifices  too  dear  for  the  enjoyment  of  power, 
and  scmpled  not  to  set  a  whole  nation  or '  even  the 
world  on  fire,  that  they  might  rescue  their  own 
names  from  obscurity.  This  will  continue  to  be 
the  case  until  the  period  when  a  change  shall  take 
place  which  it  will  require  something  .more  to  bring 
atout  than  a  mere  reform  of  constitutional  laws, 
when  it  shall  be  believed  that  the  affairs  of  a  nation 
can  be  managed  on  the  same  principles  as  other  af- 
fairs, and  when  sound  sense  and  sterling  principle 
shall  be  more  admired  by  the  public,  than  a  talent, 
not  for  great  things — ^for  that  has  always  been  very ' 


•  Hume  of  CwUcroft,  ii.  2«9,  SOS,  iii,  375.     Mflville'i  Diary, 
pp.l3(,  164,  330.     Spots.  3TS. 
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ifare--4>ut  for  intri^e  and  bustle  and  Aew ;  a  pt* 
nod,  as  to  the  near  approach  of  which  the  wkest 
will  not  be  the  most  sanguine  in  their  expectations. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new  counfidlosa  was  to 
advise  the  King  to  summon  a  parliament  to  be  bM 
at  Linlithgow  in  the  month  of  Deoember.  This 
was  necessary  to  rescind  the  forfeitures  under  which 
ihey  were  still  lying,  and  to  legalize  the  step  which 
they  had  lately  taken.  It  had  been  the  almost  imi-> 
finm  practice,  since  the  Refonnataon^  for  the  Oene« 
val  Assembly  to  convene  before  the  meeting  of  Par* 
llament,  that  they  mi^t  have  an  opportunity  ^f  pre* 
paring  petitions  to  lay  before  that  high  oourb^  i  A&* 
cordingly  it  was  judged  proper  that  the  moderator 
of  last  AssemUy  riiould  call  an  extraordinary  meet- 
ing to  be  held  at  Dunfermline  in  the  end  of  NoFeni* 
ber.  But  when  the  members  assembled^  the  proM 
vosty  alleging  an  express  command  from  his  Majesty^ 
refused  them  admission  into  the  town ;  upon  wfaidi 
they  met  in  the  fields,  and  adjourned  to  meet  again 
at  Linlithgow  some  days  before  the  opening  of  Pap* 
liament  *.  .- 

In  the  interval  Melville  was  busily  anployed  in- 
repressing  a  dissension  which  threateoed  to  bijoak 
out  among  his  brethren  respecting  subscriptkm  to^ 
the  late  bond.  Travelling  through  different  parts 
of  the  country,  he  urged  the  necessity  of  imion  en^ 
the  present  occasion,  and  prevailed  on  the  sufascri'^ 
bers  to  co-operate  with  their  brethren  in  petitioning 

•  Mdvllle'i  Diary,  pp.  164, 1€5.  .    , 
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fbr  the  repeal  of  the  ofieBsire  lawe^.     The  tuis 
^cew  which  attended  hit  labours  waef  nearly  blai^ted 
after  Utey  assembled  at  Linlithgow.   A  preacher  in- 
troduced the  subject  iioaprudently  into  the  pulpit^  and 
eoodemned  the  conduct  of  the  subscribers.    Craig 
eonsideitxi  his  honour  as  affected  by  this,  and  in  a 
aermon  preached  before  the  membera  of  Parliament, 
not  only  vindicated  what  he  had  done,  and  blamed 
the  perqgrine  ministers^  (as  he  called  those  who  had 
fled  to  England,)  but^  contrary  to  the  doctrine  whkh 
he  had  himself  formerly  maintained,  he  eictended  the 
royal  prerc^ative  beyond  all  reasonable  bounds,  and 
exhorted  the  noblemen,  instead  of  standing  upon 
their  innocence,  to  crave  pardon  of  his  Majesty  f « 
This  incident  would  have  led  to  consequences  fatal 
to  the  church,  had  not  the  flame  been  allayed  by  the 
interposition  of  the  wiser  and  more  moderate,  who 
persuaded  the  parties  to  postpone  the  adjustment  of 
tiieir  differences  to  a  future  period.   This  affair  hav- 
ing been  accommodated,  a  deputation  of  ministers 
was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  nobility,  and  again  to 
urge  the  fulfilment  of  their  promises.    They  intreat- 
ed,  reasoned,  expostulated,  threatened ;  but  all  to  no 
purpose.    The  only  answer  which  they  could  obtain 
was,  that  an  insuperable  obstacle  had  presented  it* 
«elf  in  the  repugnance  of  the  royal  mind  to  their  re- 
quests.    They  were  thus  reduced  to  the  necessity 
4^  having  recourse  to  the  King,  and  this  led  to 

•  CakL  iik  SIO. 

t  liife  ^  Knox,  si.  187;  coflBptre  Hittieof  Qodforofl,  u.  SSS— 30». 
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.a  personal  altercation  with  him/whidi  thejr  wwe 
most  anxious  to  avoid.     He  received  them  verynn- 
.  graciously,  repeated  all  the  charges  againat  than 
which  they  had  been  accustomed  to  hear  from  Leu* 
•  iiox  and  Arran,  and  made  use  of  expressions  which 
.were  not  more  disrespectful  to  them  than  tiiey  were 
.indecorous  from  the  lips  of  a  king.   The  ccmsequenee 
was,  that  he  was  obliged  to  hear  some  things  in  re- 
ply which  were  not  the  most  griateful  to  his  royal 
MM.     Melville  defended  himself  and  his  farethren 
Ai^ith  spirit,  and  hot  speeches  passed  between  his 
Majesty  and  him  at  several  interviews. 
/    At  the  King's  desire  the  ministers  drew  up  their 
^madversions  on  those  laws  of  which  they  craved 
the  repeal.     When  these  were  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty he  shut  himself  up  in  his  chamber,  and  spoit 
A  whole  day  in  penning  a  reply  to  them  with  his 
own  hand.     This  he  delivered  to  the  ministers  as 
liis  declaration  and  interpretation  of  the  statutes, 
telling  them  that  it  should  be  as  valid  and  authen- 
.tic  as  an  act  of  Parliament  *.    It  differed  ohuu- 
derably  from   the  declaration  lately  puUisiued  by 
authority,  and  which  James  now  thought  proper.lo 
disavow  under  the  name  of  "  the  bishop  of.  St.  An- 
drews' own  declaration  f ."   But  still  it  defended,  and 

*  Printed  C^alderwood^  pp.  19S^196.  James  prefixed  to  hit  I>c- 
danition  the  wevdsy  JSljui  est  expiicare  cujus  est  eondsre  ;  %  legtl  mathn 
nf  which  he  iras  eztieiiieljr  fond^  and  which  he  often  uaed  itt  Uda  lii^ 
plication.  (King  James's  Works^  p.  580.  Lord  Hailes,  Menunials,  i. 
52.) 

t  The  following  is  a  specimen  of  his  Majesty's  eiqtlicatioiMj  ibid 
of  his  egotistic  dialect :  *'  My  hiahops^  whidi  are  one  of  tbe^  three 
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indicated  a  diBpmition  to  BuppcHt,  the  main  eocroach- 
meuta  which  had  been  made  (m  the  jurisdiction  and 
liberties  of  the  church.  NotwithstaDding  the  chal- 
lenge with  which  it  concluded,  the  ministers  declin- 
ed engaging  in  a  contest  in  which  authority  would 
have  supplied  the  lack  of  ai^fument.  As  Parliament 
was  in  haste  to  conclude  its  business,  they  contented 
themselves  with  presenting  a  supplication  to  the 
King,  in  which,  after  expressing  their  satisfaction 
Ht  the  display  which  he  had  given  of  his  "  know- 
}edge  and  judgment,"  they  craved  that  the  subject 
should  be  submitted  to  grave  consultathm;  that  the 
execution  of  the  objectionable  acts  should  be  sus- 
pended until  the  next  meeting  of  Parliament ;  that 
they  should  have  liberty  to  hold  their  ecclesiastical 
assemblies  as  heretofore;  that  the  bishops  should 


cMatet,  ihitl  fa**e  power,  a»  hr  aa  Ood'i  word  fend  ncmmple  Of  the 
SamtiTe  kiik  will  peimit,  md  aot  ■cmrding  to  that  man  of  on  bis 
abotniwblo  abtues  and  craruptiona. — In  the  fooith  act.  /  diadurge 
all  juriidictioiis  not  approved  in  parlUment  and  conventioDa  without 
toy  Upeekl  Kcnte. — /  acdaime  not  to  myaelf  to  be  judge  of  doctrine 
ii  ijigkiii,  salTatiiuij  htBteaa,  at  Due  inlerpcetatioa  of  Seriptutft.  / 
ftllow,  not  a  taiahop  acconlinff  to  the  baditiona  of  men  or  inientiQiia  of 
the  pope,  but  only  according  to  God's  word. — Finally  /  tay  hii  office 
6i  tehm  itnriurur  ad  vitam,  hafing  therefore  aonie  prelatian  and  dig- 
nity abore  bia  brethim,  *a  waa  in  the  primitive  kirlc^To  conelitde,  / 
confeu  and  iclcnowledge  Chtist  JeiuB  to  be  bead  and  lawgiver  to  the 
Mne,  and  whataomercr  perwn  doth  amgato  to  hiincdf  a*  head  of 
th«  kirk,  aod  not  as  member,  to  suspend  or  alter  any  tbir^  that  the 
wind  otOoA  hath  only  remitted  nnto  them,  that  man,  IttKf,  com- 
wlltoth  nnuufeM  idolatry,  and  sinneth  against  the  Father,  in  not 
tRNting  the  word  of  the  Son ;  against  the  Son,  in  not  obeyii^  him, 
and  taking  hia  place ;  againat  the  Holy  Ghott,  the  said  Bdy  Spirit 
bearing  eonlnuy  record  to  bis  conaciance." 
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assume  no  more  p<^er  than  they  exerciBed  bcfidce 
the  late  enactments ;  and  that  all  mhuaterB  aad  mai* 
iers  of  colleges  should  be  restored  to  tfaeh*  plaoec  and 
possessions.  The  last  article  of  their  requaat  wm 
the  only  one  which  was  ratified  by  Parliament  *. . 

This  Parliament  dissolved  without  fulfilling  any  of 
the  expectations  which  had  been  raised  by  the  df^ 
cumstance  in  which  it  met  In  the  long  list  of  its 
acts,  consisting  of  so  many  ratifications  ta  noUemea 
and  gentlemen  who  had  been  lately  outlawed^  and 
including  the  names  of  hundreds  of  their  retaineohii 
we  look  in  vain  for  one  statute  calculated  to  securs 
personal  or  public  liberty  against  the  invasicMis  of 
arbitrary  power  f .  On  the  other  hand  it  decreed 
the  pimishment  of  deaths  ''  to  be  executed  with  all 
rigour,"  against  such  as  should  publicly  or  privately 
speak  to  the  reproach  of  his  Majesty's  person  or  go- 
vemmenty  or  should  misconstrue  his  proceedings; 
and  it  prohibited,  under  the  pains  of  sedition^  all 
leagues  or  bands  among  the  subjects  without  his 
Majesty's  privity  and  consent,  under  whatever  pre- 
text they  should  be  made  \ :  although  the  principal 
members  owed  their  seats  in  that  parliament  to  a 
league  of  this  description,  and  had  recently  been 


*  Cald.  iii  910—^8,  2SS.  MeltiUe'i  Diary,  pp.  175-^179.  Ad. 
Pirl.  Soot  iii.  395. 

t  The  only  act  which  has  the  semblance  of  this  is  that  iduch  ro« 
lates  to  charges  super  inquirtndU;  and  aU  the  proviaion  which  it 
makes  h,  that  the  charge  shall  be  subscribed  by  font  of  the  chief  of«« 
fieers  of  state.    (Act.  ParL  Soot  iii.  877.) 

X  Act  Pari.  Scot  iii.  S7S,  S7S. 
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^axgei  hy  open  proclamatioii  vith  usiag  thosa  veiy 
freedmis  against  which  tbe^  now  denounced  so  eXf 
emplary  a  punishment.  The  deqxitical  acts  of  As- 
ian's parliament  were  left  untonched ;  and  althou^ 
some  of  them  were  in  whole  or  in  part  rescinded  or 
disabled  hy  subsequent  statutes,  yet  others  oontinne 
to  this  day  to  disgrace  our  legal  code ;  and  recourse 
has  been  had  to  them,  even  in  modem  times,  by 
high-flying  statesmen  and  court-lawyers,  to  crush 
opposition  to  unpopular  measures'  or  to  inflict  veOf 
geance  on  those  who  had  incurred  tiinr  political  re* 
sentment.  jt  has  been  remarked.' that  tittlords^  af'- 
ter  the  enterprise  of  Buthven,  "  imprqjied  the  op* 
portunity  of  insinuating  themselves  into"  tlie  King's 
"  favour  with  IHtle  dexterity  *."  It  appears  that 
they  were  now  convinced  of  their  error  ;  and  as  they 
were  men  by  no  means  destitute  of  sagacity,  their 
eouduct  shews  what  was  the  most  lilcely  way  of  sfr< 
curing  the  royal  favour. 

-  As  the  personal  conduct  of  his  Majesty  had  £rom 
this  period  great  influence  on  transactions  in  church 
and  state,  and  as  his  name  will  often  occur  in  the 
following  pages,  it  may  be  proper  here  to  give  some 
account  of  bis  education  and  character. 

James,  after  he  grew  up,  was  accustomed  to  com- 
plain of  the  treatment  he  had  received  from  those  who 
governed  the  kingdom  during  his  minority.  In 
these  complaints  there  was  much  ingratitude  mixed 
with  the  political  prejudices  which  he  unhappOy  im- 

*  Robertaoti'i  Hiit.  e£  Scot.  ii.  419. 
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bibed.  No  monarch  of  that  age  had  such  attention 
.paid  to  him  in  his  early  years.  Every  provision 
.was  made,  by  the  Estates  of  the  kingdom,  for  his 
personal  safety  and  comfort,  and  for  his  being  edu- 
cated in  a  manner  becoming  his  rank  as  king  of 
Scotland,  and  his  prospects  as  presumptive  hdr  to 
the  throne  of  England.  The  command  of  the  Cas- 
tle oi  Stirling,  chosen  as  the  place  of  his  residence, 
was  entrusted,  upon  the  death  of  the  Regent  Mar, 
to  his  brother.  Sir  Alexander  Erskine  of  Gtogar,  a 
gentleman  of  approved  courage,  and  of  the  strictest 
honour  and  integrity.  The  immediate  care  of 
James's  person,  during  his  youth,  was  conunitted  to 
Annabella,  Countess  of  Mar,  the  widow  of  the  de- 
ceased regent,  who  discharged  the  duties  of  her  place 
with  the  most  imexceptionable  propriety  and  deli- 
cacy *.  David  and  Adam  Erskine,  commendators 
of  Dryburgh  and  Cambuskenneth,  both  gentlemi^i 
of  excellent  character,  superintended  the  bodily  ex- 
ercises and  sports  proper  for  a  young  prince.  Gil- 
bert Moncrieff,  a  learned  man  who  had  studied  in 
foreign  universities,  and  sustained  the  fairest  repu- 
tation .  both  abroad  and  at  home,  held  the  place  of 
physician  in  the  royal  household  f .     The  superin- 

• 

*  '^  Sed  hoc  est  memorabile  quod  ComitiBsc  Maris,  Prort^  xaadf 
coniissas  fuerit  enutriendus^  qute,  profecto^  gravitate,  bonitate,  omnes 
nobilea  ^superayit,  quae,  quantum  pr«B  loci  ejus  dlgnitate  potuit.  Re- 
gem  sicut  ejus  filium  aluit,  fovit,  et,  Zoilo  etiam  oontratettante,  na- 
trivit.  Sic  Rex  puer  omnimodo  felix,  si  fortonam  suam  Don  Ississet" 
(Arch.  Simson,  Annales  Eccl.  Scot.  MS.  p.  158.  See  also  Act.  PJurl. 
Scot.  vol.  iii.  p.  158.) 

t  Buchanani  Epist.  p.  27.     Melville's  Diary,  pp.  39,  56. 
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tendence  of  the  Prince's  studies,  and  of  whatever  re- 
lated to  the  improvement  of  his  mind,  was  devolved 
on  Buchanan,  who  was  qualified  for  this  important 
task  not  less  by  his  unbending  integrity  and  the 
soundness  of  his  judgment,  than  by  the  splendour 
of  his  genius  and  the  extent  of  his  erudition. 

The  plan  on  which  the  education  of  James  was 
conducted  is  a  proof  of  the  enlightened  views  of  his 
preceptor.  It  included  the  learned  languages,  arith- 
metic, geograj^y,  astronomy,  rhetoric,  logic,  and 
history  *.  In  the  exercises  in  composition  prescribed 
to  the  royal  pupil,  more  attention  appears  to  have, 
been  paid  to  improvement  in  the  vernacular  lan- 
guage than  was  common  at  that  period  f .  Great 
care  was  taken  to  instruct  him  in  modem  bist<H7,- 
and  especially  the  history  of  the  nation  over  whidi 
he  was  to  rule  t-  And  nest  to  the  imbuing  of  his 
mind  with  the  principles  of  religion  and  virtue,  it 
was  Buchanan's  great  concern  to  give  him  just  views 
of  the  nature  of  government,  and  what  was  incum- 
bent on  the  king  of  a  free  people  ^. 

James  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  private  and 
public  education  combined.     Several  young  men  of 


*  Irruig'a  Memoin  of  Bachanin,  p.  160,  second  eAit. 

■f-  It  ia  highly  probftble,  that  "  The  Ewayes  of  a  Prentice  in  the 
DIWiW  Art  of  Foene,"  the  eulieat  publication  of  Jamea,  conaiatcd 
dildB;  of  exerciaea  perftmned  hy  him  under  the  direction  of  Bnehaoa 

X  Sibbaldi  Comment,  in  Vitam  G.  Bucbananl,  p.  90. 

I  See  hia  Dcdicationa  to  the  Icing  of  hit  Baptitlei,  De  Jure  Regni, ' 
sttd  HUtOT.  Ser.  Scot.  Trantlationi  of  theae  nia;r  be  aeea  in  Dr.  Ir- 
ving'a  Memoira. 
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rank  were  allowed  to  reside  in  the  castl^  and  to 
carry  on  their  studies  along  with  him ;  as  the  yonng 
Earl  of  Mar»  Sir  William  Murray  of  Abercaimy,  a 
nephew  of  the  Countess  of  Mar,  who  spent  his  fn- 
ture  life  at  court,  Walter  Stewart,  afterwards  Lord 
Blantyre  and  Lord  High  Treasurer,  and  the  Lord 
Invertyle  *.  To  these  may  be  added  Jerom  Groslot, 
a  Frenchman,  afterwards  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Sieur  de  Tlsle  f ,  who  lived  in  habits  of  fi^iendship 
with  the  greatest  men  of  his  age,  and  by  his  attaeh-^ 
meat  to  letters  and  his  exertions  in  behalf  of  reli^ 
gious  liberty,  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  master 


*  Crawfurd*s  CHBcers  of  State^  pp.  393^  402.  Dotig]bui*8  BaEonag^j 
p.  108.     Mackenzie's  Lives^  iii.  172. 

•f  '*  Comite  itineris  Hieronymo  Groalotio  Llalco^  nobili  GaVo,  ciiiar 
maiores  ex  Francia  Germanis  oriundi  erant^  qi^i  com  adcdeaeetttuik' 
Jacobo  yI.  Scotis  rege,  sub  Georgio  Buchanano^  edueatus  fiierat^ 
Academias^  Oxonienscm  et  Cantabrigiensem,  bibliotbeeasque  libris 
Teteribus  refer tissmiaaj  perlustrasset.*'  (Vita  Pauli  Meliasi^  in  k^msA 
ViL  GrermaD.  Philosoph.  p.  450.) 

His  father^  a  respectable  magistrate  of  Orleans^  lost  hia  life  IP 
tbe  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  Buchanan  repaid  the  civilities 
which  he  had  formerly  received  from  the  father^  by  Ae  kind  recep- 
tion which  he  gave  to  the  son^  when  he  took  refuge  in  Seotknd.  It 
was  doubtless  by  his  influence  that  the  young  exile  was  received  at 
courts  and  permitted  to  prosecute  his  studies  along  with  the  prince. 
In  consequence  of  the  connexions  which  he  at  this  time  formed  with 
the  court  of  Scotland^  the  Sieur  de  I'lsle  was  afterwords  employed 
in  certain  confidential  communications  between  James  and  Henry  IV. 
of  France^  while  the  latter  was  king  of  Navarre.  They  related  chiefly 
to  a  proposal  of  marriage  between  King  James  and  Henry's  sistei^ 
Bayle  is  incorrect  in  his  statement  of  this  affidr.  (Diet.  art.  Navinei 
Jeanne  d' Albret  Reine  de.  Note  Z.)  The  true  state  of  facta  may  be 
learned  from  Memoires  de  M.  du  Plessis^  torn.  i.  pp.  125—197,  CSl^ 
648,  656 ;  and  Vie  de  M.  Plessis,  p.  122. 
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iindw  whom  he  was  educated,  and  of  the  high  eom- 
■MDdatiaiis  which  he  received  from  him  *. 

Whoi  the  education  of  a  young  man  is  entrusted 
to  more  than  one  tutor,  it  is  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence that  they  hanncmize  in  their  views  and  mode 
of  management.  To  the  want  of  this  is  to  be  ascrib- 
ed in  no  smell  degree  the  di8a|^x>intment  of  the 
htqiea  formed  frora  the  education  of  James.  Peter 
Young  acted  as  JBuchanaji's  assistant,  and  wae  sufB- 
(Gently  qualified  for  attending  to  the  more  trivial  parts 
oi  instruction  f .  Young  was  destitute  of  Buchan- 
an's genius,  and  every  way  his  inferior  in  litefBture  ; 
but  he  possessed  one  talent  to  which  his  colleague 
was  an  utt»  stranger,  that  of  knowing  how  to  im- 
prove the  situation  which  he  held  to  his  own  ad- 
vantage. He  did  not  indeed  fail  in  outward  respect 
for  Buchanan,  nor  did  he  resist  his  authority,  but 
he  iiijured  him  more  deeply  than  if  he  had  been 
guilty  of  both  these  off^iees.  Buchanan  had  un- 
dertaken the  delicate  task  of  directing  the  young 
long's  education  frost  the  most  disinterested  motives. 
and  he  never  suffered  himself  to  be  diverted  from 


*  Lipail  Open,  tom.  u.  ^  13B,  144.  Teiuicr,  Elugei,  toai.  liL 
p.  314.  Buebaiuai  E^ict.  pp.  33,  34 ;  and  Lrriug'i  Memoin  of  Bu- 
cbanu),  pp.  979— 38S.  In  161%  he  Mt  in  tbe  National.  Synod  of  Pri- 
ym»,  u  an  elder  of  tbe  churcb  of  Otleani,  and  wu  one  of  tbe  deputies 
^pointed  to  reconcile  tbe  MaTsfaal  Dube  of  BonUlon  to  tbe  Duke*  of 
Sidlf  ind  Robvi.  (Qukk,  Synodicon  Gallu!  Refoni]«t»,  v<^  i. 
pp.  347,  308.) 

f  Young  was  for  nme  time  on  tbe  Continent  with  bit  uncle,  Heoty 
Seringar,  and  attended  tbe  Vnivereitf  of  LauBaone.  (Smith,  Vita 
Petri  Janii,  p.  4.    Adami  Vit.  German.  Thenlog.  p.  766.) 
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his  duty  by  the  slightest  regard  to  his  own  emolu^' 
ment.  He  did  not  forget  that  he  was  training  up 
one  who  was  destined  to  reign,  but  he  knew  that 
the  best  way  for  fitting  him  to  sway  the  sceptre/ 
when  it  should  be  placed  in  his  hands,  was  to  treat 
him  as  a  boy  as  long  as  he  was  such  ;  and  he  guard- 
ed against  fosteripg  those  premature  or  extravagant 
ideas  of  superiority  which  are  but  too  ready  to  rise 
in  the  breast  of  a  royal  youth  in  spite  of  the  utmost 
care  and  vigilance  on  the  part  of  his  tutors.  At  an 
early  period  James  discovered  symptoms  of  those* 
^yices  which  afterwards  d^raded  his  character,  and 
freiiftered  his  administration  a  source  of  uneasiness 
to  himself  and  oppression  to  his  people.  Buchanan 
Seated  these  with  a  wholesome  severity,  and  ac- 
oogrd^ngly  kept  the  King  in  great  awe^.  It  was 
Young's  duty  to  have  avoided  every  thing  which 
tended,  even,  indirectly,  .to  counteract  the  influence- 
of  such  measures ;  and  provided  he  had  used  his 
endeavours  to  reconcile  the  mind  of  James  to  the 
restraints  imposed  on  him  by  representing  them  as 
proceeding  from  the  regard  which  his  prec^tor  £ett« 
for  his  welfare,  the  superior  mildness  of  his  own 
manners  might  have  proved  highly  beneficial.  But 
he  was  in  the  prime  of  life  ;  he  had  the  prospect  of 
a  family ;  he  saw  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
ingratiating  himself  with  the  young  king ;  and  with 
a  cool  and  calailating  prudence^  which  men  of  ordi- 


*  Irving'fl  Memoirs  of  Buchanan^  p.  159.    D'Imeli's  Inquiry  into 
the  Character  of  thtmes  L  p.  61. 
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Baiy  minds  often  posaesa  in  a  hig^  degree,  lie  puTi 
sued  the  course  which  tended  to  advaara  his  worldly 
iotereets,  hy  flattering  the  vanity  of  his  pupil,  hu- 
mouring his  follies,  and  conniving  at  those  faults 
which  he  ought  to  have  corrected  *.  The  conse- 
quences were  such  as  mi^t  have  been  expected. 
The  youthful  vices  of  James  were  confirmed ;  Bu- 
chanan incurred  the  rooted  aversion  of  his  pupil ; 
and  Young  had  his  reward  in  the  honours  and  gifts 
that  were  lavished  on  himself  and  hi^  family -f. 

At  the  most  critical  period  of  bis  life  Junes  fell 
into  the  hands  of  Lennox  and  Arren.  The  great 
object  of  those  by  whom  he  was'  now  suiroundedt 
vas  to  eradicate  any  good  principles  which  his  in-r 
slructors  had  sown  in  his  mind,  and  to  gire  him 
habits  opposite  to  those  which  they  had  laboured  to 

'  Bir  James  Melvil  (Memoin,  p.  125.)  hu  IniiDiikted  all  that  fa 
emtalned  in  the  text  The  charge  haa  been  directly  brought  againat 
ITMiag  by  Archibald  Simioo,  wIm  had  good  apyoittiidtha  «t  infinrna* 
tiooi  aa  hia  brother  Patrick  wh  niiniatei  of  Stirling,  and  liv^  on  an 
intimate  footing  with  the  family  of  Mar.  Hia  ivorda  are :  "  Educa- 
lionia  qus  cura  Georgio  Bucbanano  coiniaaa  eet  et  Petro  Junio,  qui 
hnparea  amniinodo  ennt ;  quod  iUe  inter  Bteratoa  (nit-Iitentie^niu^ 
iate  mudiocriter  elementa  tuc  guaUTcrit.  Se4  in  hoc  diSin^bfuit :  Bvr 
cbauaniu  animi  candore  juvenis  Regis  naturam  pr^sagiena  latii  acti- 
ter  inonendo  compescebat ;  alter  adulando  forebat.  Sed  quid  eni- 
dltioBii  In  Rege  erat,  hoc  Geor^o  Budunano  debebat."  (Annaln 
Xedeaic  ScoticaMe,  MB.  p.  ifitt.) 

f  See  the  placet  in  the  Acta  of  the  Parllamenta  of  Scotland  refnted 
to  hi  (he  Index  under  the  articlca.  Young  (Ptttr,)  atid  his  cfaiHrcD. 
Scaliger  baa  remarhed,  that  prineei  of  lome  learning  dislike  men  of 
great  learning,  and  delight  only  in  pedantic  pedagoguea.  "  Prindpei 
docti  oderunt  doctiiaimoi  homines,  ament  tantum  pedantea  nugitts^ 
ralob"     (Bcaligctana,  Thoana,  &e.  tom.  ii.  -p.  47S.) 

vor,.  I,  s 
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form.  The  greater  part  of  his  time  was  spent  in 
pastime.  The  conversation  to  which  he  was  accus- 
tomed was  profane^  loose,  and  mixed  with  low  buf- 
foonery. Monbemeau,  a  French  gentleman  who  had 
accompanied  Lennox  to  Scotland,  and  who  was 
equally  distinguished  by  his  facetious  talents  and 
his  licentious  manners,  was  the  manager  of  these 
scenes,  and  accompanied  the  King  wherever  he 
went  *.  The  odious  and  abandoned  Arran  initiated 
him  into  youthful  debauchery,  and  with  the  view  of 
inflaming  his  passions,  scrupled  not  to  trample  on 
those  ties  which  natural  affection  and  a  sense  of  ho- 
nour have  induced  the  most  profligate  to  respect  f . 
At  the  same  time,  the  doctrine  of  absolute  power,  so 
flattering  and  grateful  to  princes,  was  poured  into 
his  ear.  His  mind  was  filled  with  prejudices  against 
those  who  had  preserved  his  life  and  crown  during 
his  minority.  He  was  told,  that  all  that  had  been 
done  durii^  that  period,  and  ever  since  the  Refor- 
mation, was  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  faction  and 
usurpation  and  rebellion.  And  he  was  taught, 
that  the  only  way  to  legitimate  his  authority,  and 
procure  the  acknowledgment  of  it  by  foreign  prin- 
ces, was  either  to  admit  his  mother  to  a  share 
with  him  in  the  government,  or  else  by  renouncing 
his  crown,  to  receive  it  again  with  her  voluntary 
consent  and  parental  benediction.     Strong  prejudi- 

*  Strype'fl  Annak  of  the  Reformatioii^  ii.  692.  MelviDe's  THmtj, 
pp.  69,  60.    See  also  the  facts  and  authorities  stated  in  Note  V. 

t  Cald.  MS.  apud  Adamson^s  Muse's  Threuodie,  toI.  ii.  p.  S6. 
Perth,  1774. 
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cea  were  instilled  into  his  mind  against  the  gorran- 
ment  and  miniBters  of  the  cbttrch.  The  former  was 
represented  as  utterly  irreconcilable  with  a  pure 
and  absolute  monarchy.  And  if  the  latter  were 
suffered  to  retain  their  liberties,  he  was.  taught  to 
believe  that  he  would  be  liable  to  be  coutiniuiUy 
checked  and  controlled  in  the  execution  of  his  wiU  *. 
Historians  have  dwelt  on  the  arbitrary  adrainistni- 
tx<m  of  the  i&rourites  ;  but  pernicious  as  this  was^ 
it  appears  harmless  when  compared  with  their  ma- 
lignant and  too  successful  efftuiis  to  poison  theipnH- 
ciples  and  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  prince  who  had 
unhappily  fallen  under  their  influence.  To  the  in- 
presaions  which  he  received  at  this  time  we  niilBt 
trace,  as  their  principal  cause,  the  troubles  which'dU- 
tracted  his  administration  in  Scotland, .  as  well  is 
his  arbitrary  and  disreputable  reign  iu  Eaglani, 
which  prepared  the  revolution  by  whitjt  his  succes- 
sor was  overwhelmed,  and  led  to  the  ultimate  ex- 
pulsion of  the  Stuarts  from  the  throne  of  their  an- 
cestors. 

When  the  banished  lords  returned  &om  England, 
James  was  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age ;  and  as 
he  esu-ly  arrived  at  maturity,  his  character  had  al- 
ready unfolded  itself,  and  his  capacity  appeared  to 
greater  advantage,  and  perhaps  was  really  greater, 

•  Melrille's  DUry,  p.  89.  "  At  that  time  it  nu  a  pitie  to  lie  m 
w^  «  brought  vp  prince,  till  lui  bemhead  wta  put,  to  be  u  miien- 
Uie  GMTupted  in  the  mtten  of  bis  ■pringall  age  ;  balth  nith  liiiiatrpiu 
and  fall  information  of  aU  proceidiiigs  In  hia  minoritie,  and  nitb  euill 
and  inaiit  dangeroua  gnindet  and  principailea  in  goTemment  of  kirk 
and  eonnnon  welth,"  &C. 
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than  at  any  fature  period  of  his  life  *.  He  possess- 
ed a  natural  quickness  of  apprehension  and  fluency 
of  speech,  which  had  an  imposing  effeety  and  im- 
pressed strangers  with  an  idea  of  his  talents  which 
subsequent  acquaintance  invariably  tended  to  dimi- 
nish. He  was  not  deficient  in  learning,  but  his 
knowledge  was  of  that  kind  which  is  often  attained 
by  persons  of  high  rank  but  slender  intellect,  who 
have  received  a  good  education.  The  soil  being 
thin  but  well  improved,  the  abundance  of  the  first 
i!rop8  excited  hopes  which  were  not  aftearwards  gra- 
tified. The  taste  which  he  had  contracted  fbr  stiidy, 
and  which  to  a  vigorous  and  sound  mind  would 
have  afforded  an  innocent  and  agreeable  relaxation, 
only  served  to  minister  to  his  vanity,  and  to  create 
a  feverish  thirst  for  literary  fame  which  nothing  but 
courtly  adulation  could  gratify.  His  studks  never 
interfered  with  his  amusements  ;  but  they  diverted 
him  from  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  confirmed  and 
aggravated  the  errors  of  his  administration.  When 
he  should  have  been  learning  the  art  of  government 
he  was  serving  an  apprenticeship  to  the  muses ;  and 
while  his  ministers  were  perverting  all  the  princi- 
ples of  justice,  and  grinding  the  faces  *of  his  sub- 

*  ^*  £ncore  (says  the  French  ambassador  in  a  letter  to  the  Marqnis 
de  Sillery,  October  31,  1606.)  qu'un  Gentilbomme  dlionneur  m'ait 
dit,  que  tous  ceux  de  cette  maison  proroettent  raerveille  jusqu*^  I'age 
de  SO  ans,  mals  que  de-la  en  avant  ils  diminuent  bien ;  in'all^;i]Ant& 
ce  propos  Vexample  du  Roi  pr^nt/*  He  adds,  speaking  of  Prince 
Henry :  '*  Toutefois  ce  qui  fait  contre  cela,  c'est  que  celoi-ei  tient 
beaucoup  de  sa  mere."  (Ambassades  de  M.  de  la  Boderie^  tom.  i. 
p.  409.) 
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jeda  with  oppression,  he  was  busied  in  composing 
and  publishing  "  rules  and  cautelis  for  Scottish 
poesy  *."  Having  little  mind  of  his  own,  he  was 
moulded  fay  those  who  were  near  him,  and  whom 
vanity  or  affectidn  induced  him  to  imitate.    Hence 

*  JoMa'c  fint  publiddon,  wbieb  made  iU  appeannce  daring  tin 
idgo  of  Anan,  u  entitled,  "  The  Enayei  of  a  Frentise  in  the  Divine 
art  of  Fooie.  Imprinted  at  Edinburgh,  by  Thoraw  Vautroullier,  1584. 
Onm  Pritilegio  Regali."  Small  *to.  P  in  fonn.  It  condsced  of  ton- 
seta  and  other  poeini,  partly  original  and  partly  traiulated ;  and  of 
"  Ane  acfaort  licUiae  oontelniDg  bodm  rerlii  &  cautelk  to  be  obaeniit 
&  OMhewit  in  Scottis  Foeoe."  This  U*t  ii  in  piosc.  The  "  Met». 
phoricall  invention  of  a  Tragedie  called  Pbcenix"  was  intended  to 
Gommemonte  his  late  favourite,  the  Duke  of  Lennox.  The  pua> 
phnae  of  «  pan  of  Lncan  wm  evideatly  cboaen  to  convey  Jamea'a  hijji 
notion*  of  royal  poNer,  and  to  reflect  on  hii  nobility  wbo  were  tben 
living  in  England.  Haring  said  that  all  the  riven  ore  supplied  from 
die  ocean,  whi<Ji  oonld  niffer  no  diminntico  bj  their  congpiring  tii 
withhold  dtor  waters,  be  goet  on  to  aay : 

80  evea  ndike :  Though  nbJMta  do  conjure 
Far  to  rebctl  against  their  prince  and  king : 
By  leuing  him,  although  they  hope  to  amure 
That  grace  wherewith  God  niaks  him  for  to  ring, 
Thongh  by  bii  gifti  he  diew  hiroaelf  bening 
To  help  their  seed  and  make  them  thereby  gaine. 
Yet  lacke  of  them  no  harm  to  him  doth  bring. 
When  they  to  rue  their  foUe  ihall  be  fain. 
The  beat  way  of  making  the  royal  pedant  to  "  rue  Ait  folly"  would 
have  been  to  have  left  him  to  live  by  hia  aonnete,  in  which  case  be 
would  aoonhavefeltthBtdependenoefrom  which  manybetterpoetabave 
not  been  able  to  save  theniHelvea. — James  Cannichael,  in  a  letter  writ- 
ten from  London  to  the  Earl  of  Angus,  Feb.  37,  1A8  J,  mentions  that 
"  the  King's  Potiia"  had  jn*t  arrived,  and  "  aome  Bsntencei  and 
veraea  are  not  well  liked  of,  aa  be  being  a  king  of  great  expectation,  to 
whom  hia  birth-right  hath  destinat  and  provided  great  kingdom*. 
And  the  veriei  which  are  a  commetituie  to  the  proae,  Qiio  duee,"  fte. 
(Cald.  ii.  p.  TM.) 
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than  at  any  future  period  of  his  life ''  ^  ^f  jjjg 

ed  a  natural  quickness  of  appreb'  ^  combined 

of  speech,  which  had  an  in^  ^^^ .  ^j^^^ 

pressed  strangers  with  an  id  .liscredited  by 

subsequent  acquaintance  r  jlasphemy  ;  and 

nish.     He  was  not  deP  .  which  were  mixed 

knowledge  was  of  thm*  .^g  ^^jth  the  most  un- 

by  persons  of  high  •        ^irfnciples  of  absolute  an- 
have  received  a  '        ere  instilled  into  his  mind  by 
thin  but  weU  ir    ^,^  .  ^he  latter  he  drank  in  from 
crops  excited    ^jj^ites  and  the  base  companions  whom 
tinea,   rne  ^mid  him.  Other  princes  were  in  love 
and  wnr^ff     power :  James  thought  he  could  de- 
nave  a  ^.>  jjg  reasonableness,  and  was  not  satisfied 
^^      ,>^,  could  produce  the  same  conviction  in  the 
*     y*^  of  others.  He  employed  both  the  sceptre  and 
M^ii  in  its  defence,  and  those  who  ventured  to 
-ise  his  measures,  had  to  encounter  the  doffma- 
■all  of  the  disputant  as  well  as  the  wrath  of  the 
jt^pot. 

poetry,  politics,  and  divinity,  were  the  three  sub- 
jects on  which  his  Majesty  was  fond  of  displaying 
]iis  talents.  The  poets  were  more  disposed  to  pay 
their  court  to  him  than  to  contest  his  merits  ;  there 
were  few  politicians  at  that  time  who  were  so  bold 
as  to  lay  down. rules  to  kings,  or  to  question  the 
wisdom  of  their  actions ;  so  that  the  chief  opposi- 
tion which  James  met  with  was  from  divines,  wlio 
wanted  taste  to  perceive  or  politeness  to  applaud 
the  beauties  of  his  sonnets,  insinuated  their  doubts 
of  the  political  aphorisms  which  he  gave  out,  and 
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^xadicted  hi^  theological  dogmas.    James, 
"-ary,  plumed  himself  greatly  on  his  skill 
\d  verily  thought  that  he  could  settle 
uestion,  or  make  a  commentary,  or 
^tter  than  all  the  divines  of  his  king- 
.  appeared  very  conspicuously  in  the  late 
.ces  at  Linlithgow.     In  the  same  paper  in 
a  he  disclaimed  the  right  of  judging  in  doctrine, 
.iterpretation  of  Scripture,  or  heresies,  he  dogma- 
tized, and  interpreted,  and  created  heresies,  with  the 
utmost  freedom  and  confidence.     And  he  concluded 
with  throwing  down  the  gauntlet  to  the  whole  cleri- 
cal corps  :  "  Whatsoever  I  have  a6^med,  I  will  offer 
me  to  prove  by  the  word  of  God,  purest  ancients, 
and  modern  neotericks,  and  by  the  example  of  the 
best  reformed  kirks."     He  gave  another  display  of 
his  passion  for  polemics  soon  after  the  dissolution  of 
the  Parliament.    Having  gone  to  Edinburgh,  he  at- 
tended worship  in  the  High  Church.     Balcanquhall, 
in  the  course  of  his  sermon,  advanced  something 
which  was  derogatory  to  the  authority  of  bishops ; 
upon  which  James  rose  from  his  seat,  and,  inter- 
rupting the  preacher,  asked  hun  what  Scripture  he 
had  for  that  assertion.     Balcanquhall  said  he  could 
bring  sufficient  proof  from .  Scripture  for  all  that  he 
had  asserted.     The  King  denied  this,  and  pledged 
his  kingdom  that  he  would  prove  the  contrary  ; 
adding,  "  I  know  it  is  the  practice  of  you  preachers 
to  busy  yourselves  about  such  causes  in  the  pulpit, 
but  I  am  aware  of  your  intentions  and  will  look  af- 
ter you."    This  interlude  continued  upwards  of  a 
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than  at  any  future  period  of  his  lifr  jn  of  his 

ed  a  natural  quickness  of  appreh   -         g  combined 
of  speecli,  which  had  an  imf  ^^^^^ .  ^|^^g 

pressed  strangers  with  an  if  discredited  by 

subsequent  acquaintance  J',  blasphemy ;  and 

nish.     He  was  not  def  •  J;       .m  which  were  mixed 
knowledge  wasof  thp;  -'     ^ngg  ^jth  the  most  un- 
by  persons  of  Mgh  /      principles  of  absolute  an- 
have  received  a        »vere  instilled  into  his  mind  by 
thin  but  W€iU  h  ^^  .  the  latter  he  drank  in  from 
crops  ezatep  ^^rites  and  the  base  companions  whom 
tinea,   -y^/^und  him.  Other  princes  were  in  lore 
and  wii^,^^.^  power :  James  thought  he  could  de- 
nave  ^/;/J|fg  reasonableness,  and  was  not  satisfied 
^       y%i  could  produce  the  same  conviction  in  the 
*     /^  df  others.  He  employed  both  the  sceptre  and 
i^^Xi  in  its  defence,  and  those  who  ventured  to 
'^e  his  measures,  had  to  encounter  the  dogma- 
^of  the  disputant  as  well  as  the  wrath  of  the 

poetry,  politics,  and  divinity,  were  the  three  sub- 
jects on  which  his  Majesty  was  fond  of  displaying 
jiis  talents.  The  poets  were  more  disposed  to  pay 
their  court  to  him  than  to  contest  his  merits  ;  there 
were  few  politicians  at  that  time  who  were  so  bold 
as  to  lay  down .  rules  to  kings,  or  to  question  the 
wisdom  of  their  actions ;  so  that  the  chief  opposi- 
tion which  James  met  with  was  from  divines,  who 
wanted  taste  to  perceive  or  politeness  to  applaud 
the  beauties  of  his  sonnets,  insinuated  their  doubts 
of  the  political  aphorisms  which  he  gave  out,  and 
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ocnrardice ;  bat,  «t  least,  he  discovered  do  laeli  o( 
courage  or  keenneBS  in  fighting  for  hla  civil  sopre^' 
macy  against  popish  priests,  and  for  his  eccIeeiastF'' 
cal  supremacj'  against  Presbyterian  parsond*.  - 

The  conduct  of  the  nobility,  tn  referring  the  mi-- 
nisters  to  the  King  for  an  answer  to  th«ir  petitions,' 
instead  of  transacting  the  bnsiness  themselves,  pro-' 
dnced  another  evil  beside  that  of  fostering  the  un-^ 
happy  disposition  -which  James  hod  contracted  fin* 
oontroveray.  In  their  censores  of  pubUc  measured,' 
the  jveachers  had  hitherto  said  nothing  -which  hnJ 
plied  a  reflection  upon  the  King  personally^  but  had 
uniformly  imputed  the  faults  which  they  condemned/ 
and  the  grievances  of  which  they  complslined,  to  thi^ 
advice  and  influence  of  his  counsellors.  What  had 
token  place  at  Liolitiigow,  joined  to  thagalUi^  dis- 
appointment which  they  had  met  with,  drove  sonw 
of  them  to  a  different  course.  In  particular,  James 
Gibson,  minister  of  Pencaitland,  in  a  sermon  which 
he  preached  in  Edinbui^h,  made  use  of  the  follow- 
ing indiscreet  language  :  "  I  thought  that  Captain 
James  Stewart,  Lady  JesabeL  his  wife,  and  William 
Stewart,  had  persecuted  the  diurcb,  but  now  I  have 


brother,  in  whoie  answer  ihej  had  found  solid  judgment  and  great 
Bcht  totbepraiseof  godandorertbrowof  theenemie."  (Bulkoftha 
UniTOBaU  Kirk,  f.  U9,  a.) 

*  In  (be  language  of  his  mxsUa, 

"  He  turned  and  g^te  them  haith  their  pailds. 
For  he  dnrat  ding  na  udir. 
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tlian  at  any  future  period  of  his  life  ^^  ^f  j^jg 

ed  a  natural  quickness  of  appreh    -         g  combined 
of  speech,  which  had  an  imf  oneiy ;  those 

pressed  strangers  with  an  V  discredited  by 

subsequent  acquaintance  J.  blasphemy ;  and 

nish.     He  was  not  def  /       .m  which  were  mixed 
knowledge  was  of  tto;  -      ^ngg  ^^.jth  the  most  un- 
by  persons  of  Jiigb  /      principles  of  absolute  au- 
have  received  a        ^y^^^  instilled  into  his  mind  by 
thin  but  wdl  v  ^^^^  .  ^^e  latter  he  drank  in  from 
crops  exatOT  ^„j.{tes  and  the  base  companions  whom 
titled.   ^J^j^^iiiii  Ixim.  Other  princes  were  in  love 
and  whyy^^  power :  James  thought  he  could  de- 
nave  r^V^  ^.^^  reasonableness,  and  was  not  satisfied 
^       J^e  conld  produce  the  same  conviction  in  the 
*     /^  of  others.  He  employed  both  the  sceptre  and 
P^n  in  its  defence,  and  tliose  who  ventured  to 
^^^e  his  measures,  had  to  encounter  the  dogma- 
^  of  the  disputant  as  well  as  the  wrath  of  the 

poetry,  politics,  and  divinity,  were  the  three  sub- 
jects on  which  his  Majesty  was  fond  of  displaying 
Ills  talents.  The  poets  were  more  disposed  to  pay 
their  court  to  him  than  to  contest  his  merits  ;  tliere 
were  few  politicians  at  that  time  who  were  so  bold 
as  to  lay  down. rules  to  kings,  or  to  question  the 
wisdom  of  their  actions ;  so  that  the  chief  opposi- 
tion which  James  met  with  was  from  divines,  who 
wanted  taste  to  perceive  or  politeness  to  applaud 
the  beauties  of  his  sonnets,  insinuated  their  doubts 
of  the  iK)litical  aphorisms  which  he  gave  out,  and 
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ployment.  The  plague  had  dispersed  the  students, 
and  the  New  College  had  been  completely  disorgan- 
ized during  his  absence.  When  James  Melville  fled 
into  England,  Adamson  assumed  the  superintend- 
ence of  its  affairs.  At  first  he  attempted  to  ingra- 
tiate himself  with  the  young  men  by  professions  of 
great  respect  for  their  Principal ;  but  not  succeeding 
in  this  he  altered  his  course.  He  questioned  them 
in  private  on  the  lectures  which  they  had  been  ac- 
customed to  hear»  and  the  doctrine  which  they  had 
been  taught  on  particular  topics ;  and  the  informa- 
tion which  he  acquired  in  this  clandestine  way  he 
used  to  inflame  his  Majesty  against  Melville  ^.  The 
supremacy  of  kings  and  the  pre-eminence  of  bishops 
formed  the  leading  features  of  his  own  discourses 
from  the  chair  and  the  pulpit ;  a  mode  of  teaching 
which  was  extremely  acceptable  to  the  King  and 
his  courtiers :  For,  though  rulers  have  often  com- 
plained loudly  of  clergymen  for  introducing  affairs 
of  state  into  their  sermons,  they  have  never  had 
any  objection  to  the  practice  when  it  was  employed 
to  exalt  the  prerogative  or  to  eulogize  their  own  ad- 
ministration. But  the  students,  who  were  not  alto- 
gether strangers  to  such  controversies,  and  more- 


*  Discoursing  one  day  on  this  subject^  he  exclaimed,  **  By  the 
Loi:d  God,  Sir,"  (for  the  bishop  did  not  scruple  to  encourage  his  Ma- 
jesty in  his  habit  of  profane  swearing,)  "  had  that  enemy  to  Uwful 
authority  remained  another  half  year,  he  had  pulled  the  crown  off 
your  head  by  his  seditious  doctrine :  For  he  taught  that*  kings  should 
come  by  election,  as  the  multitude  pleased  to  put  them  up  or  down. 
(Cald.  iii.  530.) 
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• 

over  had  not  the  greatest  confidence  m  the  bishop's 
honesty,  examined  the  quotations  which  he  made, 
and  the  authorities  to  which  he  referred  in  support 
of  his  opinions,  and  triumphantly  exposed  such  in- 
fidelities and  inaccuracies  as  they  detected  *.  Other 
arts  of  annoyance,  such  as  young  men  are  extreme- 
ly apt  to  use  against  those  who  have  incurred  their 
dislike,  were  employed  by  them  f ;  so  that  Adamson 
was  glad  to  give  up  his  prelections,  and  to  avail 
himself  of  an  order  of  court  to  leave  St.  Andrews, 
and  supply  the  place  of  the  ministers  who  had  for- 
saken the  capital ):.  Irritated  by  the  opposition  he 
had  met  with,  and  averse  to  the  system  of  theolo- 
gical instruction,  he  procured  a  warrant  to  con- 
vert the  college  into  a  school  of  philosophy,  to  in- 
vest Robertson,  who  had  become  subservient  to  his 
purposes,  with  the  office  of  Principal,  and  to  make 
such  other  arrangements  in  it  as  he  should  tiiink 
proper  §. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  1586,  James 
MelviUe  was  employed  before  the  Privy  Council  and 
Court  of  Session  in  getting  these  deeds  reduced,  and 

•  Cald.  iii.  530. 

t  Davison  to  Walsingham^  Cotton  MSS.  Calig.  C.  viL  7S. 

{  Adamson  felt  himself  exposed  to  similar  affi*ont8  at  Edinboigli. 
The  council  ordered  a  proclamation^  *'  that  nane  mak  prouocatioii  to 
the  archiebischop  of  Sanctand."  He  had  been  caUed  over  '*  to  use 
the  pastoral  office  within  the  said  burgh^"  and  certain  of  the  inhajbj- 
iants  had  employed  "  their  wives  and  bairns"  to  insult  him  in  va- 
rious ways,  pretending  ignorance,  &c.  (Record  of  Privy  Coa^cO, 
Sept  S6,  1584.) 

§  See  Note  AA. 
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ia  taking  such  other  steps  as  were  necessaiy  to  re- 
store the  college  to  its  former  state  *.  His  uDcle, 
-  in  the  mean  time,  took  up  his  residence  at  Glasgow 
with  his  old  friend  the  Rector,  who  had  requested 
his  assistance  in  reorganizing  the  university  in  that 
city.  Hay  and  the  other  patrons  of  the  institution 
urged  him  to  remain  with  them,  and  to  resume  his 
former  situation,  which,  owing  to  the  public  confu'- 
sions,  had  continued  vacant  since  die  death  of  Sme- 
tonf.  The  most  handsome  and  liberal  offers  were 
made  to  induce  him  to  comply  with  this  request. 
But  thoiigh  he  retained  a  great  affection  for  that 
college,  which  he  used  to  call  his  eldest  bairn,  and 
though  he  was  sensible  that  he  had  the  prospect  of 
enjoying  far  more  personal  comfort  there  than  in 
any  other  place,  yet  such  were  his  convictions  of 
the  national  utility  of  the  new  college  of  St  An- 
drews, as  a  theological  and  literary  establishment, 
that  he  could  not  think  of  deserting  it,  and  deter- 
mined to  force  himself  a  second  time  from  Glasgow, 
against  his  own  inclination  and  the  solicitations  of 
his  best  friends  f.  He  accordingly  returned  to  St. 
Andrews  in  the  month  of  March,  and  recommenced 
his  lectures  after  an  intermission  of  two  years  §. 

*  Melville's  D'uxy,  [h  180. 

f  On  the  lOth  of  January,  ISiS,  (■'.  e.  1596,  accoriling  to  ntodeni 
coioputalion,)  Mr.  Patrick  Sharp  vm  nominated  and  preMnted  to  the 
phce  of  Principal  of  the  College  of  Gls^ow,  vacant  by  the  ilecMie  of 
Hr.  Thomas  fimeton.  (Register  of  PresentaUon  lo  Beneflces,  &o. 
Tol.ii.  f-lW.) 

X  Helvini  Epistole,  pp.  TOj  71. 

S  Mehille's  Diary,  p.  ISO. 
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Next  to  Arran,  no  individual  in  the  nation  was 
so  universally  disliked  as  Archbishop  Adamson.  He 
had  been  the  chief  adviser  of  the  laws  which  over- 
turned the  ecclesiastical  discipline.  He  had  lent 
all  the  influence  of  his  clerical  character  and  episco- 
pal power  to  the  support  of  the  late  detested  admi- 
nistration ;  and  he  had  employed  his  pen  in  arraign- 
ing the  exiled  noblemen  and  ministers  as  traitoars, 
traducing  their  characters  before  the  worlds  and  at- 
tempting to  drive  them  from  the  asyliun  which  they 
had  found  in  England.  His  disgrace  ought  to  have 
accompanied  the  fall  of  the  administration  with 
which  he  had  chosen  to  connect  his  fortunes.  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  King  ever  felt  for  Adam- 
son  that  personal  favour  which  he  still  retained  for 
Arran  * ;  but  having  resolved  to  maintain  episco- 
pacy, he  judged  it  necessary  to  protect  the  indivi- 
dual who  was  its  ablest  and  most  devoted  cham- 
pion. 

James  Melville  preached  at  the  opening  of  the 
provincial  synod  of  Fife  which  met  at  St.  Andrews 
in  April  1586.     In  the  course  of  his  sermon,  the 


*  The  continuanoe  of  James*s  attachment  to  that  worthless  faTOux^ 
ite  after  his  removal  from  court,  is  mentioned  by  H.  Widdryngton 
in  a  letter  to  Secretary  Walsingham,  dated  Jan.  7,  1585-6.  (Cotton 
MSS.  Calig.  C.  viii.  237.)  And  by  the  French  ambassador  in  a  let- 
ter to  D'Esneval,  Oct.  31, 1 586.  (Extract  of  the  Dispatches  of  Conr- 
celles.)  It  appears  also  from  the  circumstance  of  his  not  filling  vqf 
the  office  of  Chancellor,  on  the  flight  of  Arran,  but  committing  the 
discharge  of  its  duties  to  Secretary  Maitland,  as  Vice-Chanoellor, 
which  seems  to  have  been  an  office  created  for  the  occasion.  (Cnw- 
furd's  Officers  of  State,  pp.  140,  U3,  146.) 
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preacher  turned  to  the  archbishop,  who  was  sitting 
with  great  dignity  in  the  assembly,  and  charged  him 
with  overthrowing,  in  violation  of  his  promises,  the 
scriptural  govermnent  and  discipline  of  the  church  of 
Scotland ;  and  then,  addressing  himself  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  synod,  exhorted  them  to  act  the  part  of 
boldchirurgeons  by  cuttingofF  such  a  corrupt  member. 
Adamson  complained  of  this  injury  ;  but  the  synod 
instantly  converted  the  admonitions  of  the  preach- 
er into  formal  charges,  and  put  the  bishop  on  his 
trial.  He  at  first  refused  to  answer,  and  assert- 
ed that  it  was  his  prerogative  to  judge  the  synod 
instead  of  their  sitting  in  judgment  upon  his  con- 
duct. But  after  being  repeatedly  summoned,  he 
attended,  and  gave  in  objections  to  their  procedure, 
accompanied  with  answers  to  the  charges  brought 
against  him.  To  the  charge  of  having  assumed  the 
exercise  of  an  unlawful  office,  he  replied  that  he  was 
ready  to  maintain  the  lawfulness  of  episcopacy  be- 
fore the  General  Assembly;  and  he  defended  his 
conduct  in  overthrowing  the  presbyteries,  by  plead- 
ing the  acts  of  Parliament,  which  he  dared  the  sy- 
nod to  impeach.    He  objected,  among  other  things  *, 


•  The  bishop  objected  to  ruling  elders  and  professors  of  universi- 
ties, ixrho  had  not  received  imposition  of  *hand8^  having  a  voice  in  the 
synod ;  and  in  particular  to  Robert  Wilkie^  who  was  chosen  modera- 
tor* In  his  answer  to  the  bishop's  reasons  of  appeal,  James  Melville 
says :  *'  He  distinguishes  the  clergy  from  the  laicks.  This  smelleth 
of  the  pride  of  papistry  and  arrogancy  of  the  shavelings. — Mr.  Ro* 
Wilkie  was  appointed  be  the  act  of  the  reformation  of  the  colleges  to 
teach  theology,  and  to  expone  the  Scriptures,  as  Origen  in  Alexan-' 
drina  Ecclesia,  being  but  Lvdimagister,  and  yet  approved  by  the  best 
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tibat  the  two  Melvilles,  and  the  Master  of  Lindsay, 
as  his  declared  enemies^  oiight  not  to  be  pennitted 
to  sit  as  judges  ia  kis  cause ;  but  the  synod  allowed 
them  to  retain  their  seats  after  tbef  had  eleared 
thexaselvies  of  maliee  in  the  usual  wi^.  On  this 
ground  Adamson  protested  and  appealed  to  the  Ge- 
neral AssesaUiy.  Notwithstanding  this^  the  synod 
proceeded  with  the  cause,  found  Adamson  guilty, 
and  ordered  him  to  be .  exooxnumnieated,!  wMeh  was 
immediately  done  at  their  ^appointanent  bjr  Andrew 
l^jiimter,  ministw  of .  Gornbee.  As  60on>  as  tiie  synod 
W&B  dissolved,  the  arehbishfip  drew  up  ^aa^  excom- 
munication of  Melville  and  some  odies  nunisters, 
which;  be  caused  to  be  read  in  the  church  l^  one  of 
his  servants  ;  and  then  addressed  a  qenplaint  and 
appeal  to  the  King,  the  Privy  Council,  and  the 
£states*.  . 


bishops .  of  Palestina  before  whom  he  teached  in  divinity.  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Wilkie  had  been  upon  the  exercise  sixteen  years  before^  and  at 
thetfirst  eviction  ef  the  presbyterie  of  'St.  Andrews  be  eommiMi  Tote 
oC  the  brethren  elected  and  oidained  an  elder  of  tbia  8«ineB»  -nnd  hith 
from  that  time  still  laboured  in  the  word  and  doctrine*"  (Ci^d.  iii. 
869.)  Wilkie  was  at  this  time  a  professor  in  St  Leonard*8  College, 
and  in  the  month  of  June  following  was  elected  minister  and  pastor 
of  the  congregation  of  St.  Andrews.  (Recfvd  of  Kirk  SesBioii,  peiwlt 
Junii,  1586.) 

*  Cald.  iii.  858 — 865.  Melville's  Diary,  pp.  130 — 182.  Spots. 
345,  346.  '*  April  96,  1586,  Bishop  of  St.  And*  excommunicationy 
qlk  was  acted  in  fyff,  to  be  intimat  and  registrat.*'  (Abstract  of  Re- 
cords of  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh.  Wodrow,  MSS.  Advoc  Lib, 
voL  xxi.  4to.)  Adamson  himself  appears  to  say  that  the  sentence 
against  him  was  intimated  through  the  kingdom.  (EpitU  ad  Jac 
Beg.  ante  Paraph.  JobL) 
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Without  denying  that  Adamson  merited  the  cen- 
sure inflicted  on  faim,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  procedure  of  the  synod  was  precipitant  and  ir- 
regular. The  manner  in  which  James  Melville  in- 
troduced the  affair  was  certainly  a  material  prejudg- 
ing of  the  cause ;  and  there  is  reason  to  think  that 
his  uncle  was  not  a  stranger  beforehand  to  his  in- 
tentions. At  any  rate,  both  had  suffered  severe- 
ly from  the  bishop;  and  although  this  does  not 
prove  that  they  had  conceived  malice  against  him, 
and  might  not  have  warranted  the  synod  to  exclude 
them  judicially  from  a  voice  in  the  trial,  yet  their 
voluntarily  declining  to  act  as  judges  would  have 
given  to  the  process  an  appearance  of  greater  deco- 
rum and  impartiality.  In  fine,  to  gain  in  any  due 
measure  the  end  proposed,  it  wa3  fit  that  the  sen- 
tence should  have  had  higher  authority  than  that  of 
a  provincial  synod,  and  that  the  cause  should  have 
been  referred  to  the  General  Assembly,  especially  as 
the  bishop  had  appealed  to  that  judicature.  But  the 
truth  seems  to  be,  that  the  minsters  were  afraid  that 
the  ensuing  meeting  of  Assembly  would  be  overaw- 
ed by  the  King,  who  had  summoned  it  and  in  whose 
presence  it  was  to  be  held.  It  is  probable,  too,  that 
the  general  odiiun  under  which  Adamson  lay  at  this 
time  among  the  principal  gentlemen  of  Fife,  pushed 
on  the  synod  to  the  adoption  of  such  hasty  and  de- 
cisive measures  *. 


•  ei 


The  bishop  is  marrileuslie  hated  of  all  the  protestants,  his  lifd 
▼ery  slanderous  and  shamfull  that  its  feared  that  yf  the  k.  sUnd  in 

VOL.  I.  T 
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It  has  been  said,  that  *^  the  personal  emulation 
between  Melville  and  Adamson  mingled  with  the 
disputes  of  the  church,  and  heightened  them."  I 
confess  I  have  not  met  with  any  thing,  either  in  the 
conduct  of  Melville  or  of  the  bishop,  which  directly 
warrants  this  conclusion.  But  it  is  not  imreason- 
able  to  suppose  that  personal  offences  had  arisen 
from  their  having  been  ao  often  opposed  to  one  an* 
other  on  public  questions,  and.  that  their  mutual 
alienation  was  greatly  increased  by  what  happened 
during  Melville's  banishment.  If  we  are  to  believe 
Adamson,  the  Melvilles,  not  contented  with  direct* 
ing  the  highest  censures  of  the  church  against  him, 
were  concerned  in  a  conspiracy  againt  his  life  *.    He 

his  defence^  as  hitherto  he  doth,  that  that  will  alienate  many  mens 
harts  or  make  them  judge  hardly  of  him.  ffuU  resolucon  ys  taken  hy 
all  the  gentlemen  of  the  ffife  and  the  horough  townes  about  them  to 
stand  with  their  ministers  and  other  that  have  dealt  in  this  cause 
agaynst  the  Bishop.— At  a  word  I  never  harde  man  worce  spoken  of* 
Ther  is  a  l^end  wry  ten  of  his  life>  the  nearest  to  that  of  the  abbot  of 
Clunye  that  was  wryten  of  the  death  of  the  Cardinall  of  Lorrayne^ 
that  may  be."  (Randolph  to  Walsingham^  A^il  92,  1586.  Cotton 
MSS.  Calig.  C.  ix.  iu.) 

The  following  notice  appears  to  be  taken  from  a  diary  written  at 
the  time :  ''  Upon  the  16  of  Aprile^  Patrick^  archbishop  of  Sanct  An- 
drew8>  was  stricken  be  the  Master  of  Lindsay  and  Thomas  Scott  of 
Abbotshally  and  was  excommunicated  be  the  ministers.  Whereupon 
both  the  strickers  &  excommunicaters  were  summoned."  (Cald.  iii. 
873.) 

*  To  this  the  bishop  refers  in  the  following  rhetorical  passage,  quot- 
ed by  his  biographer:  "  Abjure  ie,  Melvine,  per  bifurcatft  tuam 
frontem,  per  tumentes  venas,  per  ardentes  oculos,  &c.  quo  die  Bcarri^ 
montium  conscendisti ;  Que  tua  mens  ?  quis  ille  animus  ?  quia  ardor 
ocnli  ?  qu«  tu«  neiaris  atque  impie  coigurationei  cfi  aceleratiB  tuis 
&  perditis  latronibus  undiquaq.  coactis,  &  in  acelus  omne  propensis. 


LIFE  OP  ANDBEW  IfELVILLE.  ifS 

wrote  to  the  King,  that  James  Melville  had  travel- 
led through  the  country  to  excite  the  geotlemea 
against  him,  and  that  his  uncle  had  convened  them 
in  the  college,  and  instigated  them  by  a  violent  h»> 
rangue  to  assault  his  person.  James  Melville,  on 
'  the  other  hand,  informs  us,  that,  at  the  time  refer- 
red to,  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  with  a  fever  *,  and 
he  gives  the  following  account  of  what  relates  to 
his  uncle.  The  bishop,  to  testify  his  contempt  for 
the  sentence  of  the  synod,  determined  to  preadi  in 
the  parish  church  on  the  Sabbath  after  it  wag  pro- 
nounced.  Such  of  the  people  as  scrupled  to  hear  on 
excommunicated  person  repaired  to  public  worship 
in  the  New  College.  It  happened  that  the  laird  of 
Lundie  had  come  to  St.  Andrews  on  business,  and 
he  went  also  to  hear  Melville,  accompanied  by  his. 
friends  and  retinue.  An  individual  who  observed 
the  crowd  thronging  into  the  college,  told  Adamson, 
as  he  was  entering  the  parish  church,  that  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  were  assembled  from  aU  parts  of. 
the  country,  and  intended  to  take  him  out  of  the  pul- 
pit and  hang  him.  The  bishop,  whose  courage  was 
not  equal  to  his  ambition,  was  struck  with  a  sud- 
den panic,  collected  his  servants  around  him,  and 
not  thinking  himself  safe  in  the  church  took  refuge 

in  caput  ncwtrum  coiijiinntnnu  t  Bcce  duo  ^\mS&  file,  tiinu  id  «- 
coTDinuniciiidnni,  sIict  «d  Interficienduta."  (Tho.  Voluetnu,  Vltf 
Pttridi  Adaouoni,  p.  e.) 

B7  Barrimimtitm  w«  tre  prolMbI;  to  imdentuid  BiAymonl,  1 
TfiMct  in  the  ndgbboiiriiood  of  8t  Andrewi,  where.  It  wm  allq^ed,  ibe 
caat^xtxj  agiiiiiit  the  bishop  wu  ftnned. 
t8 
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in  the  belfry,  from  which  the  magistrates  with 
great  difficulty  persuaded  him  to  descend,  by  pro- 
mising to  escort  him  home  in  safety,  and  assuring 
him  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  appearance  of 
tumult  in  the  city  *. 

When  Adamson's  cause  came  before  the  Grene- 
ral  Assembly,  which  met  at  Edinburgh  on  the 
10th  of  Mayf,  it  was  agreed  to  wave  the  formal 
consideration  both  of  the  sentence  of  the  Synod  of 
Fife>  and  of  the  .appeal  from  it,  and  to  remove  the 
excommunication,  upon  condition  that  the  bishop 
subscribed  a  form  of  submission  which  was  pre- 
scribed tq  him.  By  this  deed  he  disclaimed  all 
supremacy  over  the  synod,  and  all  right  to  judge 
other  pastors  or  ministers,  and  declared,  that  if  he 
had  claimed  this  power,  he  had  done  wrong,  and 
craved  pardon  for  his  oversight  and  imperious  be- 
haviour ;  and  he  promised  to  conduct  himself  for 
the  future  as  a  moderate  pastor,  and  to  submit  his 
life  and  dqctrine  to  the  trial  and  censure  of  the  Gre- 
neral  Assembly,  without  appealing  in  any  way  from 
its  determinations.     This  declaration  having  been 

*  Adamson^  De  Pastoris  Munere,  pp.  68^  69,  et  Vita  (jus  adject* 
p.  6.    Lond.  1619,  12mo.     Melville's  Diary^  p.  182. 

t  This  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  was  called  by  a  royal  pro- 
clamation^ which  declared  that  the  members  should  incur  no  danger, 
*'  notwithstanding  any  laws  &c.  maid  in  the  contrair."  (Record  of 
Privy  Council,  April  6,  1586.)  Before  proceeding  to  choose  their 
moderator,  the  members  received  a  message  to  come  down  to  the 
Royal  Chape^  with  which  they  complied  after  protesting  that  this 
should  npt  prcgi^dge  their  liberties.  James  having  taken  his  place  at 
the  head  of  a  table  around  which  the  members  were  seated,  enter- 
tained  them  with  a  harangue,  and  then  dismissed  them  to  their  ordi- 
nary house.     (Cald.  iii.  881.) 


( 
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subscribed  by  Adamson,  the  Assembly,  **  to  give 
testimony  with  what  good  will  they  would  obey  his 
highness  so  far  as  they  might  and  ought,"  declared, 
that,  without  judging  of  the  appeal  or  condemning 
the  synod,  "  they  held  the  said  process  and  sen- 
tence as  unled,  undeduced,  or  unpronound^d,  and 
restored  the  said  bishop  to  the  state  h6  was  in 
immediately  before,  provided  always  he  observed  his 
promises  and  behaved  himself  dutifully*.  Arch- 
bishop Spots  wood  expresses  his  surprise  that  Adanfi- 
son  should  have  submitted  to  terms  so  deroga- 
tory to  his  episcopal  aiuthority ;  and  he  Insinuates 
that  the  King  temporized  with  the  church,'  in  the 
hopes  that  he  would  be  able  at  a  future  period  to 
restore  the  bishops  to  their  legitimate  power.  The 
conduct  of  James  gives  too  much  ground  for  sus- 
pecting him  of  such  views.  But  so  far  were  the 
court  from  thinking  that  they  had  pledged  them- 
selves too  far,  that  they  regarded  what  they  had  ac- 
complished as  a  victory ;  and  the  act  of  Assembly 
restoring  Adamson,  in  which  his  submission  was 
embodied,  was  triumphantly  proclaimed  at  the  mar- 
ket-cross of  Edinburgh  by  sound  of  trmnpet  f . 

*  Buik  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  Ul.  Cald.  899,  900.  Against  Uiis  de- 
cision Hunter,  who  had  pronounced  the  sentence  of  excommunica- 
tion, protested.  Spotswood  represents  Melville  and  Thomas  Buchan- 
an as  adhering  to  Hunter's  protest.  (Hist.  p.  347.)  This  is  a  mia- 
take.  The  fact  is  correctly  stated,  from  the  minutes,  in  Printed 
Calderwood,  pp.  210,  211.  The  hishop,  in  his  history,  passes  orer 
one  circumstance  which  he  could  scarcely  have  forgotten,  viz.  that  in 
the  list  of  those  who  opposed  the  absolution  of  Adamson^  is  the  name 
c£John  Spotswood.  (Cald.  iii.  916.) 

t  Melville's  Diary,  p.  183. 

T  3 
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In  the  month  of  Februajy  preceding,  the  King 
had  called  together  certain  ministers,  whom  he  judg- 
ed more  moderate  than  the  rest,  to  confer  with  a 
deputation  from  the  Privy  Council  on  the  subject 
of  the  ecclesiastical  polity.  Their  consent  was  ob- 
tained to  a  species  of  episcopacy,  although  of  a  very 
limited  kindw  The  result  of  this  conference  was 
now  laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  and  all  the 
influence  of  the  court  was  employed  to  procure  its 
ratification  *.  The  King's  commissioners  protested 
tha/t  if  it  was  not  simply  adopted,  his  Majesty  would 
retract  the  concessions  which  he  had  made,  and 
leavie)  the  late  acts  of  Parliament  to  be  carried  into 
exec^ftion.  Notwithstanding  this  threat,  the  as- 
sembly entered  upon  the  examination  of  the  artides 
laid  before  them.  They  declared  that  bishops  were 
not  superior  to  other  pastors ;  and  being  asked,  if 
they  Would  not  allow  them  a  pre-eminence  in  re- 
spect of  order,  though  not  of  jurisdiction,  they  an- 
swered, that  **  it  could  not  stand  with  the  word  of 
Crod,  only  they  must  tolerate  it  in  case  it  be  forced 
upon  them."  After  several  conferences  with  the 
court,  it  was  at  last  agreed,  that  until  presbyteries 
were  better  constituted,  and  the  General  Assembly 
should  take  further  order  in  the  matter,  bishops 
^ould  admit  ministers  with  the  consent  of  the  ma^ 
jority  of  the  members  of  the  presbytery  or  of  as- 
sessors to  be  given  them  ;  that  they  shoi^d  preside 

"*  It  kppean  from  Cotton  MSS.  Calig.  C.  ix.  60,  and  Cald.  iii.  9SS^ 
Sit,  that  the  renoTntions  of  this  conference  are  correctly  gi^en  in  the 
Printed  Calderwood,  pp.  197^  19^. 
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in  the  ptesbyteries  within  which  they  officiated  ♦ ; 
and  be  subject  to  be  tried  and  censured  by  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  only,  or  by  commissioners  whom  it 
should  appoint  for  that  purpose.  At  the  same  time 
presbyteries  were  ordered  to  be  re-established,  and 
some  of  the  leading  articles. in  the  Second  Book  of 
Discipline^  concerning  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  and 
the  powers  of  general,  provincial,  presbyteriaU  and 
sessional  assemblies,  were  agreed  to  with  the  con* 
sent  of  his  Majesty  f .  Upon  the  whole,  though  the 
proceedings  of  this  assembly  were  somewhat  at  va^ 
riance  with  former  acts  of  the  church,  yet  the  ap* 
probation  given  to  them  by  the  court  unquestion- 
ably paved  the  way  for  the  downfall  of  the  bishops^ 
and  the  establishment  <^  presbytery. 

Melville  was  employed  by  this  assembly  to  write 
in  their  name  to  the  French  Protestant  ministerSt 
who  had  obtained  his  Majesty's  license  to  reside  in 
Scotland  during  the  persecution  which  raged  in  their 
native  country,  and  to  assure  them  that  the  as8em<» 

*  Robert  Wilkie^  however^  was  appointed  Moderator  of  the  Pres* 
bytery  of  St.  Andrews  instead  of  Bishop  Adamson. 

t  Bulk  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  Ii3.  Harl.  MSS.  num.  7004,  6.  Cald.  iii. 
902 — 905.  Spotswood  says,  **  In  the  mean  time  was  the  order  of 
presbyteries  set  down,  and  their  power  defined,  the  King  taking  no 
notice  of  their  doings  in  that  kind."  (Hist.  p.  348.)  So  far  was  thii 
from  being  the  case,  that  the  platform  of  presbyteries  entered  into  the 
register  of  this  assembly  is  expressly  said  to  have  been  *'  presentit  be 
my  Lord  Clerk  of  Register,  and  sett  downebe  his  Lordship's  traveUs." 
And  with  respect  to  their  power,  the  commissioners  deputed  to  wait 
on  the  King,  reported  that  *'  in  the  haill  heads  fund,  little  difficulty 
except  Qa  little  difficulty  excepted,  Cald.^  quhUk  is  noted  with  his  Ala. 
hand,  his  Grace  aggried."  (Buik  of  Univ.  Kirk,  ff.  143,  a.  144|  a.) 
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bly  would  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  render 
their  exile  agreeable.  The  letter  was  delivered  to 
Monsieur  du  Moulin,  who  had  already  arrived  and 
remained  for  some  years  in  Scotland  *. 

The  relaxation  of  Adamson  from  ecclesiastical 
censure  was  followed  by  Melville's  being  laid  imder 
civil  restraint.  That  the  archbishop  might  return 
to  St.  Andrews  with  suitable  eclat,  and  recover  his 
lost  reputation,  it  was  judged  necessary  that  his  rival 
should  be  removed  for  some  time  with  as  little  noise 
as  possible.  On  the  dissolution  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, Melville  was  sent  for  to  the  palace,  and  af- 
ter being  graciously  received  and  allowed  to  kiss  the 
King's  hand,  was  told  that  his  services  in  the  uni- 
versity would  be  dispensed  with  for  a  season,  and  he 
might  spend  his  time  in  his  native  place  until  his 
Majesty  was  pleased  to  recall  him.  Lest  he  should 
refuse  compliance  with  this  intimation,  he  was  serv- 
ed, on  quitting  the  palace,  with  a  written  charge  to 
confine  himself  beyond  the  Water  of  Tay  f .     The 

*  Bulk  of  the  UDiversall  Kirk^  ff.  140^  b.  141^  a.  Joachim  da 
Moulin^  minister  of  Orleans^  and  father  of  the  celebrated  Pierre  da 
Moulin,  minister  of  Paris,  appears  to  be  the  indindoal  referred  to. 
The  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh  not  only  allowed  the  French  refugees 
to  meet  for  worship  in  the  common-hall  of  the  college,  but  allotted 
stipends  to  their  ministers.  (Reg.  of  Town  Council,  May  11,  ]5S<r.) 
Collections  for  them  and  their  brethren  in  England  were  made  in  the 
different  parishes.  (Rec.  of  Kirk  Session  of  St  And.  Dec.  20.  1587 ; 
and  Extracts  from  Records  of  Kirk  Session  of  Glasgow,  May  93, 
1588 :  in  Wodrow's  Life  of  David  Weemes,  p.  26.)— «  Also  the  said 
James  (Lamb)  delyverit  the  warrand  from  the  SynodaUfor  the  ingad- 
dering  of  the  support  to  Mr  Mwling  banest  oat  of  France."  (Record  of 
Presbytery  of  Haddington^  Oct  18,  1589.) 

f  See  Note  BB. 
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bishop  was  appointed,  besides  preaching,  to  read  a 
Latin  lecture  in  St.  Salvador's  Collie,  which  all  the 
members  of  the  imiversity  were  enjoined  to  grace 
with  their  presence.  In  consequence  of  this  the 
principal  duties  of  the  New  College  were  a  second 
time  devolved  on  James  Melville,  The  University 
sent  a  deputation  to  the  King,  consisting  of  the  Dean 
of  Faculty  and  a  Professor  from  each  college,  to  so« 
licit  Melville's  restoration,  as  a  measure  necessary  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  academy  and  conducive  to  the 
honour  of  his  Majesty  and  the  nation.  James  te&* 
tified  his  willingness  to  gratify  them,  provided  the 
bishop  was  treated  with  due  respect.  But  although 
all  the  security  for  this  that  could  be  required  was 
given,  the  answer  of  the  request  was  delayed ;  and 
Melville  owed  his  liberty  at  last  to  that  secret  in*- 
fluence  which  is  often  exerted  by  the  meanest :  per- 
sons about  weak  and  arbitrary  princes.  The  King 
spent  the  summer  at  Falkland  in  his  favourite  em- 
ployment of  hunting  and  hawking.  He  sent  seve- 
ral times  for  James  Melville,  who  was  surprised  to 
find  that  his  Majesty,  after  conversing  with  him  on 
ordinary  topics,  always  left  him  in  company  with 
the  master  of  his  hawks.  It  turned  out  that  this 
important  personage  had  a  friend  who  was  a  ten- 
ant of  the  New  College,  and  who  wished  to  have 
his  lease  renewed  at  a  low  rent ;  and  James  Melville 
was  given  to  understand  that,  provided  this  boon 
was  granted,  his  uncle  would  immediately  be  set  at 
liberty.  The  professors  were  extremely  averse  to 
injure  the  revenues  of  the  college  to  gratify  such  a 
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minion;  but  there  was  no  remedy,  and  the  King 
having  pledged  his  word  that  he  would  compensate 
the  loss  doubly  *,  the  lease  was  subscribed  and  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  hawk-master.  Upon  this,  or- 
ders were  issued  for  the  liberation  of  Melville,  who, 
coming  to  Falkland,  was  introduced  by  the  Master 
of  Gray,  and  after  a  free  conversation  with  his  Ma^- 
jesty,  was  restored  to  favour  and  sent  home  to  his 
college  f . 

Melville  resumed  his  academical  labours,  which 
had  been  so  long  interrupted,  with  fresh  ardour, 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  bishop's  prelec- 
tions fell  into  disesteem  and  neglect.  Adamson 
was  still  more  mortified  by  the  desertion  of  his  pul- 
pit-discourses, in  consequence  of  numbers  leaving 
the  parish  church  when  he  officiated,  and  attending 
sermon  in  the  chapel  of  the  Theological  CoU^fe. 
To  prevent  this  he  had  recourse  to  a  measure  which 
was  a  sure  proof  of  his  declining  fame.  A  mandate 
came  from  court,  prohibiting  the  masters  of  the 
New  College  from  preaching  in  English,  and  order- 
ing them  to  confine  their  instructions  on  Sabbath  as 
well  as  on  other  days  to  the  Latin  tongue  t- 

Great  occasion  has  been  taken  to  asperse  the 
Church  of  Scotland  from  the  circumstance  of  some 


♦  A  gift  of  certain  prebendaries^  &c.  to  the  New  College  of  St  An- 
drews passed  the  Great  Seal^  on  the  last  day  of  January  1586.  It 
was  confirmed  in  the  subsequent  Parliament.  (Act  ParL  Soot.  iii. 
488.) 

t  Melville's  Diary,  pp.  183 — 185. 

X  See  Note  BB. 
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of  her  ministers  having  refused  to  obey  the  King's 
order  to  pray  for  his  mother,  when  she  was  under  sen- 
tence of  death.  They  might  be  too  squeamish  ;  but 
had  James  been  less  imperious,  and  more  mindful  of 
his  disclaimer  of  all  interference  with  the  immediate 
acts  of  worship,  he  might  have  obtained  ample  satis- 
faction on  this  head.  Instead  of  this,  an  act  of  coun- 
cil was  made  prescribing  the  form  of  prayer  ;  all  mi- 
nisters were  charged  by  public  proclamation  to  use 
it  on  pain  of  incurring  his  Majesty's  displeasure  ; 
and  commissioners  and  superintendents  were  com- 
manded to  suspend  from  preaching  such  as  refused  *. 
None  of  the  ministers  refused  to  pray  for  the  Queen. 
The  scruples  of  those  who  hesitated  to  comply  with 
the  order  of  the  court  rested  upon  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  issued,  and  its  implying,  in  their  opi- 
nion, that  Mary  was  innocent  of  the  crime  for  which 
she  was  condemned  to  die  f .     They  had  not  been 

•  Recoid  of  Privy  Council,  Feb.  1,  1586. 

f  Cald.  iv.  9.  The  only  recusant  specified  by  Spotowood  (Hist 
p.  S54.)  is  Mr.  John  Cowper,  "  a  young  roan  not  entered  as  yet  in 
the  function."  It  is  evident,  fVom  his  narrative  of  that  case,  that  the 
archbishop  had  the  Record  of  Privy  Council  before  him.  But  he  has 
introduced  circumstances  not  warranted  by  that  record,  and  which, 
if  true,  it  would  scarcely  have  failed  to  mention.  It  says  nothing  of 
the  King's  giving  the  preacher  liberty  to  proceed  with  the  service  pro- 
Tided  he  would  obey  the  charge  and  remember  the  Queen  in  his 
prayers ;  nor  of  Cowper*s  replying,  that  he  would  do  as  the  Spirit  of 
God  should  direct  him.  Cowper  was  not  imprisoned  for  refusing  or 
declining  to  pray  for  the  Queen,  but  (as  the  minute  expresses  it) 
''  becauB  his  Ma  tie  desyrit  him  to  stay  efter  he  had  begwn  his  prayer 
in  the  pulpit  within  sanct  geills  kirk  in  Edinburgh,  declaring  that  thair 
was  ane  vther  appoyutit  to  occupy  that  rewme,  that  he  vtterit  thir 
words  foUowing,  thay  ar  to  say.  That  this  day  suld  here  witnes  aganis 
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accustomed,  like  the  English  clergy,  to  pray  by 
book,  or  to  frame  their  addresses  to  the  Almighty 
in  words  which  courtiers  might  be  pleased  to  dic- 
tate to  them,  or  to  offer  them  up,  like  criminals  at 
the  foot  of  the  gallows,  under  the  terrors  of  suspen- 
sion. They  had  long  entertained  an  unfavourable 
opinion  of  Mary ;  they  had  at  different  times  been 
alarmed  for  the  security  of  their  religion  by  plans 
laid  for  her  restoration  ;  and  many  of  them  were 
convinced  of  her  accession  to  the  conspiracy  of  Ba- 
bington  against  Elizabeth.  But  the  truth  is,  that 
few  if  any  of  them  refused  to  pray  for  the  preser- 
vation of  her  life*.  Tlie  order  for  this  was  not 
made  known  to  the  ministers  of  St.  Andrews  until 
the  very  day  of  her  execution,  and  it  w^as  imme- 
diately complied  with  f .     But  the  worst  feature  in 

his  Malic  in  the  grett  day  of  the  Lord ;"  and  because  he  denounced  a 
woe  against  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh.  (Record  of  Privy  Coun- 
cil, Feb.  3,  1586.) 

•  Spotswood  says,  "  Of  all  the  number,  Mr.  i>avid  Lyndesay  at 
Leith  and  the  King's  own  ministers  gave  obedience.  (Hist.  p.  3i4.) 
The  native  inference  from  this  is  that  Spotswood  himself  did  not 
*'  give  obedience  ;**  for  he  was  then  one  of  ^'  the  number."  But  Cour- 
celles,  the  French  ambassador,  who  was  in  Scotland  and  took  a  par- 
ticular interest  in  the  affair,  informs  us,  that  even  those  who  at  first 
refused,  yielded.     (Letter  to  Henry  III.  Feb.  28,  1587.) 

t  "  Die  mercurii  viii.  fe'"  anno  Ixxx.  sexto.  The  quhilk  day  com- 
perit  M.  Patrick  Adamsoun,  bishop  of  St  And*  aU^;eand  him  to  haif 
an  verbal  direction  of  the  Kingis  maiestie  to  desyre  the  minister  and 
redar  to  pray  publidie  for  his  hienes  mother  for  hir  converaioun  and 
amendment  of  lyfe,  and  if  it  be  godis  plesor  to  preserve  hir  from  this 
present  danger  quhairin  sche  is  now,  that  sche  may  heir  eflter  be  ane 
profitabiU  member  in  chrystis  kirk.  The  session  presentlie  aasemblit 
being  sufficientlie  resoluit  heirwith  hes  concludit  Uiat  the  minister  at 
ilk  aermone  and  the  redar  at  ilk  time  quhen  he  sayis  prayers,  pray 
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the  affair  is,  that  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that 
James  wished  the  ministers  to  act  a  part  in  the  so- 
lemn farce  along  with  himself  and  Elizabeth.  While 
he  was  issuing  orders  to  offer  up  prayers  for  his  mo- 
ther's preservation,  and  summoning,  imprisoning, 
and  silencing  ministers  for  alleged  disobedience  to 
these  *,  strong  presumptions  are  not  wanting,  that 
his  grief  for  her  fate,  and  his  indignation  at  Eliza- 
beth's conduct,  were  in  a  great  degree  affected  and 
hypocritical  f .  It  is  certain,  at  least,  that  they  were 
neither  deep  nor  lasting.  One  proof  of  this,  among 
many  others,  may  be  mentioned.  Soon  after  the 
execution  of  Mary,  Melville  happened  to  be  intro- 
duced to  his  Majesty.  James  appeared  to  be  in 
great  spirits  ;  laughed,  and  frisked,  and  danced 
about  the  room,  in  the  boyish  manner  which  he  re- 
tained long  after  he  came  to  man's  years.  The  con- 
trast between  this  levity  and  the  sable  attire  of  the 
company  and  apartment  struck  Melville's  fancy,  and 
brought  to  his  recollection  the  way  in  which  Mary 
was  said  to  have  mourned  for  the  murder  of  her 
husband.  He  expressed  his  feelings,  in  an  impromp" 
tu,  to  a  gentleman  of  his  acquaintance  who  stood 

publiclie  for  the  kingis  g.  mother  as  is  desyrit."  (Record  of  Kirk  Ses- 
sion of  St«  Andrews.) 

*  The  two  ministers  of  Aberdeen  were  brought  twice  all  the  way  to 
£dinburgh,  on  a  charge  of  disobeying  the  Kingis  order.  When  they 
appeared  before  the  Privy  Council,  it  turned  out  that  they  were  in- 
nocent; but,  to  save  James's  honour,  one  of  them  was  obliged  to 
make  a  declaration  from  the  pulpit,  on  his  return.  (Record  of  Privy 
Council,  March  S5,  and  May  19,  1587.) 

t  See  Note  CC. 
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beside  him.  The  King  seeing  them  smile,  came  for* 
ward  and  eagerly  inquired  the  cause  of  their  mirth. 
The  gentleman  excused  himself  by  saying,  that  it 
was  merely  a  sally  of  the  Principal's  humour  which 
had  extorted  a  smile  from  him.  His  Majesty  then 
applied  to  Melville,  who  felt  averse  to  gratify  the 
royal  curiosity ;  but  James,  insisting  on  his  demand, 
and  promising  not  to  resent  any  freedom  that  might 
have  been  used,  he  repeated  the  lines  : 

Quid  sibi  vult  tantus  lugubri  sub  veste  cahinnos  ? 
Scilicet  hie  matrem  deflet^  ut  ilia  patrem  *. 

In  the  course  of  this  year,  Guillaume  de  Salluste, 
Sieur  du  Bartas,  the  celebrated  French  Poet,  visit- 
ed Scotland.  The  King,  in  a  work  lately  publish- 
ed by  him,  had  given  a  translation  of  the  Unmie 
of  Du  Bartas,  whom  he  had  invited  to  his  domi- 
nions, with  the  view  of  engaging  him  to  return 
the  compliment  by  translating  his  Majesty's  ScoUis 
poesie  into  the  French  language  f .     Henry  IV.  then 


•  Wodrow's  Life  of  Andrew  Melville,  p.  58.  MSS.  vol.  L— Two 
copies  of  verses  on  Queen  Mary,  by  Melville,  are  inserted  in  Jonstoni 
Inscriptiones  Histories  Regvm  Scotorvro,  p.  58.  Amstel.  1602.  The 
following  lines,  which  he  composed  on  her  execution,  have  not  been 
printed. 

Si  Scotam  Angla  ferit,  Mariam  si  mactat  Eliza, 
Reginam  Regina  necat,  cognata  propinquam  ; 
Ecquid  agas  Marieque  hsres,  heres  et  Elizie  ? 
Non  abeunt,  non  adveniunt  sine  sanguine  regna. 

Archib.  Simsoni  Annal.  £ccl.  Sootic 
MS.  p.  47. 
t  Courcelles's  tenth  dispatch  to  the  French  king,  June  94,  1387. 
(MS.  referred  to  in  Note  CC.)  Du  Bartas  did  translate  one  of  James's 
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King  of  Navarre,  avaQed  himself  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  secure  the  friendship  of  the  King  of  Scots, 
by  giving  the  poet  a  letter  of  credence  to  him,  and 
secret  instructions  to  propose  a  marriage  between 
him  and  his  sister,  the  Princess  of  Navarre.  A 
wiser  choice  of  an  ambassador  could  not  have  been 
made ;  for  James  was  flattered  by  the  visit  of  a  man 
of  genius,  and  felt  disposed  to  concede  to  his  repre- 
sentations what  he  might  have  denied  to  a  profes- 
sional though  more  dignified  negociator  *. 

poems  into  French  heroicSf  and  added  very  grateful  encomiums  on 
the  "  Scots  Phoenix :"  so  he  calls  him.  *'  La  Lepanthe  de  Jaques  vi. 
Roy  D*Ecosse,  Faicte  Fran^oise  par  le  Sieur  du  Bartas.  Iroprim^ 
a  Edinhvrg  par  Robert  Walde-grave,  Imprimeur  du  Roy.  Anno 
Dom.  1591.  Auec  Priuel^ge  de  sa  Majesty."  4to.  14  leaves.  It 
was  printed^  along  with  the  original^  in  His  Majesties  PoeticaU  Ex" 
ercises. 

*  James  denied  to  Courcelles  that  the  king  of  Navarre  had  request- 
ed military  aid.  '^  He  (James)  will  not  assist  rebellious  subjects 
against  their  Soveraigne,  a  thing  commendable  neither  before  God  nor 
man^  and  of  evil  example  to  all  the  world."  The  Lord  of  Weimes 
(he  added)  *'  was  going  with  10  or  12  gentlemen  to  accompany  the 
king  of  Navarre  in  hunting,  but  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  war." 
But  the  ambassador  did  not  feel  disposed  to  place  implicit  confidence 
in  his  Majesty's  word,  which  he  had  already  found  reason  to  suspect. 
(Courcelles*s  11th  Dispatch^  compared  with  his  6th.) 

^'  The  kinge,  besides  all  his  costes  which  he  defVaied,  gratefyed  Du- 
bartas  at  his  departure  with  a  Chaine  of  1000  li.  and  as  much  in 
redie  money,  made  him  knight,  and  accompanied  him  to  the  sea  side, 
wher  he  made  him  promise  to  retoum  againe."  (13th  Dispatch, 
Sept.  28,  1587.)  Lord  Tungland  accompanied  him  to  France,  to 
bring  James  a  report  of  the  Princess  of  Navarre.  (Ibid,  and  Sir 
James  Melville's  Mem.  p.  177.)  The  Princess  rejected  the  match  in 
consequence  of  her  ardent  attachment  to  the  Comte  de  Soissons. 
f  Mdmoires  de  M.  du  Plessis,  tom.  i.  p.  656.    Vie  de  M.  du  Plessis, 

p.  19S.) 
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In  the  end  of  June  his  Majesty  accompanied  Du 
Bartas  to  St.  Andrews.  On  his  arrival  he  came  to 
the  New  College,  and  intimated  that  he  would  re- 
turn in  the  course  of  an  hour,  along  with  his  learn- 
ed French  friend,  to  hear  a  lecture.  Melville  had 
already  read  his  ordinary  lecture,  and  was  quite  un- 
prepared for  entertaining  such  illustrious  auditors ; 
but  the  King  would  take  no  excuse.  Accordingly 
the  university  was  assembled,  and  Melville  deliver- 
ed an  extemporary  discourse,  which  gave  satisfaction 
to  all  the  hearers,  except  his  Majesty,  who  consider- 
ed some  parts  of  it  as  levelled  against  his  favourite 
notions  of  church-government.  Next  day  the  bi- 
shop feasted  the  King  and  Du  Bartas.  Previous  to 
this  he  pronounced  an  elaborate  discourse,  contain- 
ing the  substance  of  his  late  lectures  in  support  of 
prelacy  and  the  ecclesiastical  supremacy  of  princes. 
Melville  attended  on  the  occasion,  and  was  observed 
to  take  notes  during  the  delivery  of  the  discourse. 
When  it  was  over,  he  sent  information  to  the  royal 
party,  and  to  the  members  of  the  university,  that  he 
intended  to  prelect  in  the  afternoon.  Suspecting 
his  intention  to  answer  the  bishop's  oration,  James 
sent  one  of  his  attendants,  to  warn  him,  that  if  he 
did  not  keep  within  the  bounds  of  moderation,  and 
of  the  respect  due  to  his  presence,  he  would  again 
lay  him  under  restraint.  Melville  replied,  that  he 
was  bound  to  counteract  the  effects  of  poisonous 
doctrine  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  but,  so  far  as  was 
consistent  with  what  he  owed  to  truth,  he  would  be 
most  tender  of  his  Majesty's  honour.     James  sent  a 


I 


LIFE  OF  Ain)R£ W  M£LTILL£.  S89 

seconA  messenger  to  say,  that  he  depended  on  his 
prudence,  and  meant  to  take  a  repast  with  hiih  in 
the  college.  At  the  hour  appointed,  the  hall  Ivas 
crowded  with  auditors,  among  whom  were  the  King, 
Du  Bartas,  and  Adamson,  Who,  expecting  to  be  at^ 
tacked,  had  obtained  liberty  from  his  Majesty  to  de- 
fend himself.  Melville  took  no  notice  of  the  dis- 
course which  had  been  delivered  in  the  morning, 
but  quoted  from  certain  popish  books,  which  he 
brought  along  with  him,  the  leading  positions  and 
iu*guments  which  the  bishop  had  advanced ;  and 
then,  as  if  he  had  to  do  only  with  Roman  Catholics, 
proceeded  to  overthrow  them  "  with  such  inimit- 
able force  of  reason  and  flood  of  eloquence,  that  the 
bishop  was  dashed  and  stricken  as  dumb  as  the 
stock  he  sat  upon."  His  Majesty  afterwards  made 
a  speech  in  English,  interposed  some  scholastic  </i^- 
tinguaSf  and  concluded  by  enjoining  the  members  of 
the  university  to  respect  and  obey  the  bishop.  He 
then  partook  of  an  entertainment  in  the  college  and 
retired  *.  Du  Bartas  remained  behind  to  converse 
with  Melville.  In  the  evening  James  asked  his  vi- 
sitor's opinion  of  the  two  discourses.  Du  Bartas 
said,  they  were  both  learned,  but  the  bishop's  was 
prepared  for  the  occasion,  whereas  the  Principal 
had  shewn  that  he  had  a  vast  store  of  various  learn- 
ing at  command ;  ^^  besides,'*  added  he,  *^  he  has  far 

*  "  The  Idng  with  Monsieur  du  Bartas  cam  to  the  colUge  hall, 
wher  I  causit  prepear  and  half  in  readiness  a  banquet  of  wat  and  dry 
confectiones  with  all  sorts  of  wyne ;  wherat  his  Ma^  camped  verie 
mirrilie  a  guid  whiU.*'    (MelvUle^s  Diary,  p.  188.)  : 

VOL.  I.  U 
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more  spirit  and  courage  than  the  other."    In  thk 
judgment  his  Majesty  professed  to  acquiesce  *. 

Melville  was  chosen  moderator  of  the  General  As- 
aemhly  held  in  June  15879  and  appointed  one  of 
•their  commissioners  to  the  ensuing  meeting  of  Par- 
•liament  f .  At  this  Parliament  the  temporal  lands 
•of  hishopricsy  abbacies,  and  priories,  were  annexed  to 
the  crown ;  a  measure  which  paved  the  way  for  the 
abolition  of  episcopacy  \.  It  virtually  divested  the 
lushops  of  their  right  to  sit  in  the  national  judica^ 
Jture,  which  was  founded  on  their  baronial  posses- 
aions;  and,  consequently,  removed  the  principal 
plea  upon  which  the  court  had  hitherto  upheld  them 
in  of^position  to  the  unequivocal  and  decided  senti- 
ments of  the  church.  This  consideration  induced 
the  presbyterian  ministers  to  wink  at  the  alienation 
of  the  ecclesiastical  property.  Nor  do  the  bishops 
appear  to  have  made  any  formal  opposition  to  this 
•weeping  statute.  Existing  solely  by  the  favour  of 
the  prince,  and  dreading  the  entire  suppression  of 
their  order,  they  silently  acquiesced  in  a  measure 


•  Melvinc's  Diary,  pp.  188,  189.  Wodrow's  Life  of  Andrew  Md- 
wSh^  pp.  iSy  58.  Adam8on*8  Boii-in*law  says  that  his  discoune  be^ 
fore  the  King  an4  Du  Bartas  waa  esittmpore.  (Vita  Piatr.'  Adamaon^ 
p.  9.) 

f  By  this  assembly  "  Mr.  Andro  MevUl  was  ordainit  to  pen  a  fa- 
vourable wryting  to  the  ministriein  Danskine  [[Dantzic]]  congratukt- 
ing  their  embracing  of  the  treuth  in  the  matter  of  the  sacrament" 
(Buik  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  1418,  b.)  They  had  r^ected  the  Lu^efan 
doctrine  of  coruubstaniiatwH.  (Bibliolheca  Bremensis,  C^m&  ik 
p.  1148.) 

t  Act.  Pari.  Scot.  iii.  431— 4S7. 
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vhieh  stripped  them  of  sudi  valuable  poidesdonB, 
and  left  ikein  exposed  to  the  peneverhig  attedon  of 
their  adversaries. 

In  the  bi^nning  of  the  year  1588,  Melville  took 
an  active  part  in  arousing  the  nation  to  a  sense  df 
its  danger  from  ^he  threatened  Spanish  Armadh. 
James  had  received  timely  warning  of  the  -hostile 
intentions  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  of  the  torre- 
spondetide  which  he  maintained  with  Scothtid ;  btft 
he  tsstified  no  disposition  to  adopt  the  precautions 
necessary  to  avert  the  danger  which  menaiced  liis 
dominions  *.  While  Jesuits  and  seminary  pnleSfs 
were  seducing  his  subjects  from  their  idlegianoe, 
and  pr^aring  them  for  revolt  on  the  first  a]|^«f- 
ance  of  a  foreign  force,  he  was  busy  commenting  ofti 
the  Apocal)rpse,  and  demonstrating  by  arguments 
drawn  from  that  boolr  that  the  Pope  was  Anti- 
christ f .  So  bold  was  the  facticm  devoted  to  l^pain 
and  Rome,  and  so  great  its  influence  at  court,  thiit 
it  obtained  a  protection  for  these  dangerous  emis- 
saries to  remain  in  the  coimtry;  a  liberty  which 
they  improved  in  maturing  a  plot  to  banish  or  mas- 
sacre the  Protestant  statesmen  t*  In  these  circum- 
stances, Melville,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in 
-him  as  moderator,  called  an  extraordinary  meeting 
of  the  General  Assembly.     He  opened  the  delibera- 


*  Cmir€el]«t*8  Eighth  Dispatch  to  the  Fraich  king,  May  IS,  1587. 
t  Melville's  Diary,  p.  191. 

%  Cotton  MSS.  Cal.  D.  L  98.    Gordon's  Hist  of  the  Earldom  of 
Saiherland,  pp.  SIO— 919.    Moyse's  Mem.  pp.  130, 134. 
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tions  with  an  animated  address,  in  which  he  ac- 
quainted the  members  with  his  reasons  for  conven- 
ing them.  The  alarming  crisis  had  drawn  an  im- 
isisual  concourse  of  the  subjects  to  the  capital,  and  all 
were  actuated  with  the  same  spirit.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  barons,  burgesses,  and  ministers^  should 
meet  apart,  to  consult  on  the  dangers  which  hung 
.  oyer  the  church  and  commonwealth,  and  on  the  best 
means  of  providing  against  them.  A  deputation 
was  appointed  to  lay  the  result  of  their  consulta- 
tions before  the  King,  and  to 'make  him:  aa^offer  of 
.  tii€^  lives  and  fortunes.  James  iilterpreted  this  as 
ah  interference  with  his  administration,  and  an  im- 
.  plicit  censure  upon  his  past  conduct ;  but  the  de- 
puties' having  remonstrated  with  him  freely  on  the 
dangers  ot  the  times,  he,  after  consulting  with  his  ad- 
visers, returned  them  thanks  for  their  zeal,  and  no- 
minated a  committee  of  Privy  Council  to  meet  with 
them  and  concert  common  measures  for  the  pubUc 
.safety.  The  consequences  of  this  co-operatida  were 
of  the  happiest  kind.  Among  other  steps  that  w&pe 
taken,  a  solemn  bcmd  of  allegiance  and  mutiial  de- 
fence, approved  by  his  Majesty  and  zealoudy  pro- 
moted by  the  ministers  o£  the  church,  was  sworn 
by  all  ranks.  In  this  they  protested  that  the  re- 
formed religion  and  his  Majesty's  estate  had  the 
same  friends  and  foes,  and  engaged  that  they  would 
defend  and  maintain  them  against  all  plots  and 
preparations,  foreign  or  domestic,  and  pairticularly 
against  the  threatened  invasion  from  Spain ;  that 
they  would  assist  in  the  discovery  and  apprehension 
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of  Jesuits  and  other  vassals  of  Rome ;  that  they 
would  assemble  at  his  Majesty's  command,  and  hsu- 
zard  their  lives,  lands,  and  goods,  in  resisting  the 
conmion  enemy ;  and  that  they  would  lay  aside  all 
private  feuds,  and  submit  every  difference  that  might 
arise  among  them  in  the  mean  time  to  the  judgment 
of  arbiters  to  be  chosen  by  the  King  *.  By  these 
means  Scotland  was  put  in  a  state  of  defence,  and 
in  concert  with  England  waited  the  result  of  the 
formidable  preparations  of  Spain. 

James  Melville  had,  some  time  before  this,  left 
the  university  of  St.  Andrews,  and  was  now  minis- 
ter of  Anstruther,  a  maritime  town  on  the  south- 
east coast  of  Fife.  Early  one  mornings  whea  the 
fate  of  the  Armada  was  yet  unknown  in  Scotland, 
one  of  the  bailies  of  the  town  appeared  at  his  bed^ 
side,  and  informed  him  that  a  ship  filled  with  Spa- 
niards was  off  their  harbour ;  adding,  that  he  need- 
ed be  under  no  alarm,  as  they  were  come  ^*  not  to 
give  mercy  but  to  ask  it,"  and  that  the  magistrates 
desired  his  advice  how  to  act  towards  them.  The 
jMrincipal  inhabitants  having  convened,  it  was  agreed 
to  give  audience  to  the  commander,  and  that  their 
minister,  who  had  some  acquaintance  with  the  Spa- 
nish language^  diould  convey  to  him  the  sentiments 

• 

•  Bulk  of  Univ.  Kirk,  £  14»— 15S.  Printed  CaUerwood,  pp. 
8S3 — 2i&.  Spotswood  passes  over  this  traxisaction  entirely.  Dr. 
Robertson  has  confounded  this  Band  with  the  National  Covenant 
which  was  sworn  seven  years  before.  (Hist,  of  Scotland,  voL  IS. 
k.  vii.  p.  83.) 
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of  the  town.  Intimation  a{  this  having  been  sent 
tot  the  vessel,  a  venerable  old  man  of  lai^  statun 
and  martiid  countenance  entered  the  town-^hall,  and 
»iii1riiig  a  profound  bow  and  touching  the  minis- 
tar's  shoe  with  his  hand,  addressed  him  in  Spanish. 
^  His  name  was  Don  Jan  Gomes  de  Medina;  he 
WW  commander  of  twenty  ships^  bdi^  part  of  the 
gnnd  fleet  which  his  master,  Philip  lUng  o£  Spain, 
Imd  fitted  out  tor  revenge  the  insufferable  iaaults 
which  he  had  received  £Dom  the  English  natum  ;  but 
Cbd,  nn  aoeount  of  iheir  sins,  had  fou^t  against 
Aem,ia]Ml  dispersed  them  by  a  storm;  thevessela 
laadec^his  command  had  been  separated  £rom  (he 
9nin)  flee^  dviven  on  the  north  coast  of  SootUady 
and  siiipwveeked  on  the  Fair  Isle ;  and,  after  escape 
hig  the  merciless  waves  and  rocks,  and  enduring 
gveat  haidshipa  from  hunger  and  cold,  be  and  suidh 
«f  his  mea  as  were  preserved  had  made  their  way, 
in;  their*  only  remaining  bark,  to  this  place,^  intends 
lag  to  seek  assistance  from  their.  gMd  frmaia  and 
eon&derates,  the  Soots,^  and  to  kiss  his  Mafesty^a 
hand,  (making  another  profound  bow,.)  from  whaia 
he  expected  relief  and  comfort  ta  himself  his  oA» 
e^tB,  and  poor  men,  who  were  in  a  most  pijkiable 
ooadition."  When  Janijes  Mdville  was  abont  to  r^^ 
pkj  in  Latin,  a  young  man,  who  acted  as  interpre- 
ter, repeated  his  master's  speech  ioi  English.  The 
iliinister  then  addressed  the  admiral.  *'  On  the  score 
of  friendship,  or  of  the  cause  in  which  they  were 
embarked,  the  Spaniards,"  he  said,  ^^  had  no  dainuv 
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on  thrai;  the  king  of  Spain  was  a  sworn  vassal  td 
Hie  bishop  of  Rome,  and  on  that  ground  they  and 
their  King  defied  him ;  and  with  respect  to  EngJand 
the  Bcots  were  indissolubly  leagued  with  that  kii^ 
dom^  and  regarded  an  attack  upon  it  as  the  sama 
with  an  attack  6n-  themselves ;  But  although  this 
was  the  case,  they  looked  upon  them^  in  their  pro* 
sent  eitiiation^  aa-  men  and  fellow^reatores  labonrw 
ing  under  privations  and  sufferings  to  which  th^ 
themselves  were,  liable ;  and  they  rejoiced  a*  an  op- 
portunity of  testifying  how  superior  their  rtligioiii 
was  to  that  of  their  enemies  :  Many  Seotsaoen  wha 
had  resorted  to  Spain  for  the  purpose  of  .trade  and 
commerce  had  been  thrown  into  prison  as  heretics^ 
their  property  confiscated,  and  their  bodies  ecmunit^ 
ted  to  the  flamsla ;  but;  so  fer  frofa  itetaliating  sudi 
cmeltieB  on  them^  they  would  give  them  every  kind 
of  relief  and  comfort :  which  was  in  their  power, 
leaving  it  to  God  to  work  such  a  change  on  their 
hearts  respecting  religion  as  he  pleased*"  This  an^ 
sewer  being  reported  by  the  interpreter  to  the  Sp»4 
nish  admiral,  he  returned  most,  humble  thanks  $ 
adding,  that  he  could  not  answer  for  the  laws  and 
practices  of  die  churdi  to  which  he  belonged,  but  em 
for  himself  there  were  xnajxy  in  Scotland^  and  pei^ 
haps  some  in  that  very  town,  who  could  attest  that 
he  had  treated  them  with  favour  and  courtesy.  Af- 
ter this,  the  admiral  and  his  officers  were  conveyed 
to  lodgings  which  had  been  provided  for  them,  and 
were  hospitably  entertained  by  the  magistrates  and 
neighbouring  gentlemen,  until  they  obtained  a  pit>« 
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tection  and  licence  from  his  Majesty  to  return  home** 
Before  their  departure  James  Melville  received  a 
printed  account  of  the  complete  destruction  of  the 
Armada,  with  the  names  of  the  principal  persons 
who  had  perished  in  the  wreck  of  the  galleots  on 
the  coasts  of  Wales,  Ireland,  and  Scotland.  On 
this  news  being  imparted  to  Jan  Gomes,  the  tears 
flowed  down  the  furrowed  cheeks  of  the  hardy  v^. 
teran* 

'  The  sequel  of  the  story  must  not  be  suppressed. 
Some  time  after  this,  a  trading  vessel  belonging  to 
Anstruther  was  arrested  in  a  Spanish  port  Don 
Jan  Gomes  was  no  sooner  informed  of  this  than  he 
posted  to  court,  and  obtained  her  release  from  the 
King,  to  whom  he  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  the 
himianity  and  hospitality  of  the  Scots.  He  invited, 
the  ship's  company  to  his  house,  inquired  kindly  af- 
ter individuals,  of  his  acquaintance  in  the  good  town 
of  Anstruther,  and  sent  his  warmest  commendations 
to  their  minister,  to  whom  he  considered  himself  as 
particidarly  indebted  f .  The  mind  feels  relieved  in 
turning  from  ^^  the  battle  of  the  warrior,  with  its 
confused  noise,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood,"  to 
contemplate  the  image  of  him  who  is  ^^  a  strength 
to  the  needy  in  his  distress,  and  a  refuge  £rom  the 


*  *  The  names  of  the  officers  were  ''  Capitan  Patricio,  Capitan  de 
LegarettOy  Capitan  de  Suffera^  Capitan  Mauritio^  and  Seignour  Scr^ 
rano."  The  privates  "  to  the  number  of  threttin  soore^  for  the  maist 
part  young  berdles  men^  siUie^  trauchled^  and  hungred^"  were  sup- 
plied with  "  keall^  pottage^  and  fishe."    (Melville*8  Diary,  p.  193.) 

.|^t  MelviUe's  Diary^  pp.  192—194. 
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tempest,  wlien  the  blast  of  the  terrible  is  as  a  storm 
against  the.  wall/'  It  is  pleasing  to  perceive  the 
ardent  zeal  of  our  ancestors  against  popery  not  in- 
terfering with  the  calls  of  humanity  and  charity ; 
and  it  is  consolatory  to  find  that  there  have  always 
been  examples  of  generosity  and  gratitude  in  a 
country  which  superstition  has  chosen  for  her  fa- 
voiirite  abode,  and  where  bigotry  has  so  long  main- 
tained her  intolerant^  degrading,  and  most  frightful 
reign. 

The  signal  overthrow  of  the  Spanish  Armament 
did  not  repress  the  fiery  zeal  of  the  Papists,  in  Scot- 
land. During  the  year  1589  they  were  indefatiga- ' 
ble  in  extending  their  conspiracy  among  the  nobili- 
ty ;  and  their  agents  urged  Philip,  and  the  Duke  of 
Parma,  his  general  in  the  Low  Clountries,  to  send ' 
an  army  directly  to  Scotland,  as  the  best  method  of 
invading  the  dominions  of  the  English  Queen.  An 
assembly  of  the  chief  ministers  was  again  called ; 
Thomas  Craig  and  other  eminent  lawyers  assisted 
at  their  deliberations ;  and  the  wise  and  vigorous 
measures  which  they  recommended,  enabled  the  go- 
vernment to  suppress  the  insurrection  made  by  the 
popish  lords  on  the  discovery  of  their  traitorous  cor- 
respondence. Melville  took  the  lead  in  this  afiair ; 
and  was  chosen  Moderator  of  the  Assembly,  to 
which  his  nephew  acted  as  derk  *. 


*  MelTille*8  Diary,  pp.  195—108.    Printed  Calderwood^  pp.  827— 
!229,  S30— 244. 
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It  was  at  this  time  that  the  vamnee  which  had 
long  subsisted  between  the  court  and  the  ehfurch 
began  to  be  removed.     This  was  chiefly  owii^  to 
the  prudence  of  the  Chancellor  Maitland.     ThBlb 
able  statesman  had  commenced  his  political  career 
unhappily  under  the  administration  of  Arran,  and 
had  ttdcen  an  active  part  in  promoting  some  of  tht 
most  obnoxious  measures  respecting  the  government 
of  the.chundi.     But  he  was  soon  convinced  of  the 
folly  and  mischief  of  that  course^  and  embraced  tht 
first  c^portunity  of  cautiously  retracing-  his  steps. 
Ke  perceived  thd  danger  to  .whi6h^tli(ls'  nation  tras 
exposed  from  the  popish  fiiction^.  and  the  policy  of 
cultivating  a  close  connexion  with  Engl^id.     He 
saw  that  the  peace  of  the  church  was  necessary  t^ 
the  strength  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  this  could 
not  be  established  so  long  as  the  court  suppcH-ted 
the  bishops,  who  were  odious  to  their  brethren  ani 
destitute  of  all  influence  over  the  people.     And  he 
was  convinced  that  it  was  a  gross  anomaly  in  poU--^ 
tics,  for  the  civil  authority  to  nj^old  one  fcmn  of 
ecclesiastical  polity,  while  the  church  estaUished 
by  law  continued  to  act  upon  another  which  was 
diametrically  opposite  to  it.     These  views  he  took 
every  opportunity  of  inculcating  upon  the  Kii^;- 
and  although  he  was  thwarted  by  those  who  m^^ 
vied  his  power,  and  felt  it  no  easy  task  to  cratt- 
teract  prejudices  which  he  had  contributed  to  infuse 
iut^  the  royal  breast,  yet  as  James  entertaiBfid  a 
high  opinion  of  his  talents,  and  was  very- depefifK' 
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ent  on  those  to  whom  he  entrusted  his  affairsi  the 
Chanoellov  was^ ultimately  able  to  execute  his  plans*. 
Another  individual  who  had  great  influence  in 
bringing  matiters  to  this  desirable  issue  was  Robert 
Bruce.  He  was  the^  second  son  of  the  laird  of 
Asirth,  and  after  completing  the  study  of  the  laws 
atxroady  had  pr^kctised  for  some  years  at  the  Scottish 
bar  with  the  most  flattering  prospects  of  advance* 
ment  But  after  a  severe  struggle  of  mind  between 
secular  motives  and  convictions  of  a  higher  kind,  he 
abandoned  that  profession  and  entered  as  a  student 
of  divinity  at  St.  Andrews.  In  the  year  1587  he 
was  introduced  to  the  Greneral  Assembly  by  Melville, 
who  recommended  him  as  every  way  qualified  for 
filling  the  pulpit  that  had  been  occupied  by  Knox 
a&d  Lawson.  It  was  not  without  great  reluctance, 
afeil  after  a  jconsiderable  trial,  that  Bruce  complied 
with  the  joint  entreaties  of  his  brethren  and  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  capital  f .  The  nobility  respected 
Mm  for  his  birth  and  connexions ;  his  eminent  gifts 
as  a  preacher  gained  him  the  affection  of  the  com* 


•  Mdville^s  Diary,  p.  200. 

'f  Maitland,  after  mentioning  that  Bruce  *'  threatened  to  leave  the 
town"  of  Edmhurgfa  in  ISS9,  8ay»  the  reason  "  may  be  easily  gneued 
at,"  as  he  agreed  to  stay  upon  "  the  increase  of  his  stipend  to  a  thou- 
Mnd  merks."  (Hist,  of  Edinburgh,  p.  45.)  If  instead  of  guessing, 
tlnrtr  writer  had  made  himaelf  acquainted  with  facts,  he  would  have 
lammk^  that  Bmoa,  at  te  pedod  referred  to,  had  not  yet  oonsented 
tf  iel^  at  Bdinburgh,  and  }iad  a  call  to  St.  Andiewi  which  he  pre* 
flMd^*  (Reoord  of  Kkk  S«mm  of  St.  Andrews,  May  81,  1589, 
Wodrow's  Li£»of  BmC8^  p.  4.>that  the  minister  who  held  the  first 
charge  in  the  metrolpofisiW^uirfd  a  stipend  mnch  greater  than  that  of 
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mon  people  ;  and  those  who  could  not  love  hiin  stood 
in  awe  of  his  commanding  talents,  and  his  severer 
and  incorruptible  virtue.  He  acted  in  full  con- 
cert with  Melville ;  and  his  station  at  Edinburgh, 
and  his  influence  with  the  Chancellor,  who  paid 
much  deference  to  his  opinions,  enabled  him  to  be 
of  greater  service  to  the  church  than  any  other  in* 
dividual  *. 

The  happy  effects  of  this  change  of  policy  appear-* 
ed  convincingly  while  his  Majesty  was  in  Denmark^ 
on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage.  In  the  instruo* 
tions  which  he  left  behind  him,  he  nominated  Bruce 
an  extraordinary  member  of  the  Privy  Council,  and 
declaim  that  he  reposed  more  confidence  in  him  and 
his  lH*ethren,  for  preserving  the  country  in  peace,^ 
than  he  did  in  all  his  nobility.  Nor  was  he  disiq»^ 
pointed.  Bothwell  was  made  to  give  public  satis* 
faction  in  the  church  of  Edinburgh  for  his  turbO' 
lent  conduct.  The  popish  lords  attempted  to  ex* 
cite  disturbance ;  but,  finding  the  council  prepared 
to  resist  them,  they  desisted  from  their  practices  and 
remained  quiet.  During  the  six  months  that  the 
King  and  Chancellor  were  absent,  the  kingdom  ex* 
bibited  a  scene  of  unwonted  tranquillity :  scarcely 
one  affray  happened  in  which  blood  was  shed ;  al- 


his  colleagues,  in  as  much  as  the  task  of  keeping  up  an  extensiw  oos* 
reqtondence  on  the  aflfkirs  of  the  national  church  was  deyolTed  on  him^ 
and  that  the  independent  spirit,  and  scrupulous  honour,  which  Bniott 
evinced  through  the  whole  of  his  life,  raised  him  above  the  soapioioA 
of  being  actuated  by  such  mean  and  mercenary  motives. 
*  CakL  iii.  380.    Melville's  Diary,  pp.  10«,  SOO. 
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though  formerly  a  week  seldom  elapsed  without  in- 
stances of  such  violations  of  the  peace  and  insults 
on  legal  authority  *.  The  letters  which  Bruce  re- 
ceived at  this  time  from  James  remain  as  proofs  of 
his  meritorious  services,  and  of  the  ingratitude  of 
the  monarch  by  whom  he  was  afterwards  treated 
with  the  most  unmerited  and  unrelenting  severity  f. 
Melville  was  invited  to  be  present  at  the  cere- 
mony of  the  Queen's  coronation,  which  was  per- 
formed with  great  solemnity  in  the  Chapel  of  Holy- 
roodhouse,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1590,  in  the  pr^ 
senoe  of  the  ambassadors  of  Denmark  and  other 
foreign  states,  and  of  a  great  concourse  of  Scottish 
nobility  and  gentry.  On  that  occasion  tiiree  ser- 
mons were  preached  ;  one  in  Latin,  another  in 
French,  and  a  third  in  English  |.  After  an  inter- 
val, during  which  the  royal  party  retired  for  a  Uttle 
from  the  assembly,  Robert  Bruce  performed  the  ce- 
remony of  anointing  the  Queen,  and,  assisted  by  the 
Chancellor  and  David  Lindsay,  placed  the  crown  on 
her  Majesty's  head.  Melville  then  rose,  and  recited 
a  Latin  poem  in  celebration  of  the  joyful  event. 
The  solemnity  continued  from  ten  in  the  morning 
till  five  at  night  ^. 

•  Melvflle'8  Diary,  pp.  904,  205. 

f  Calderwood  (iv.  178 — 194,  44-5.)  has  preserved  three  letters  writ- 
ten from  Denmark  hy  the  Chancellor,  and  four  hy  the  King,  to  Bruce. 
His  Miyesty  addresses  him  as  his  "  trusty  and  well-beloved  counsel- 
lor ;"  and  says  that  he  was  *^  worth  the  quarter  of  his  kingdom,"  that 
he  would  reckon  himself ''  beholden  «vhile  he  lived"  for  the  services 
he  had  done  him,  and  that  he  would  "  never  forget  the  same." 

t  The  coronation  was  on  a  Sabbath. 

§  Cald.  iv.  196 — 198.    Moyse's  Memoirs,  p.  170.    Schediasmata 
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Melville  had  no  information  that  he  was  expected 
to  take  part  in  the  coronation  until  fewo  days  befot^ 
it  happened.  He  had  therefore  little  time  for  pre- 
paration. But,  although  hastily  composed,  ins  poem 
was  greatly  admired,  as  well  as  the  spitited  and 
graceful  manner  in  which  it  wiEis  pi^nounced.  In 
returning  him  thanks,  his  Majesty  said.  That  he 
had  that  day  done  him  and  the  country  such  honour 
as  he  could  never  requite.  He  enjoined  him  to 
give  the  poem  immediately  into  the  hands  of  the 
printer,  adding,  that  all  the  ambassadors  joined  with 
him  in  soliciting  its  publication.  It  was  aix^iMrdingly 
printed  next  day,  under  the  title  of  St^jf^umisHan  *; 
and  being  circulated  through  Europe,  added  to  Uie 
reputation  which  the  author  had  already  gained^ 
Lipsius  and  Scaliger,  who  then  divided  b^tweei 
them  the  dictatorship  in  the  republic  of  letters,  b^ 
stowed  on  it  their  warmest  commendations  f.    A 

Hadr.  Dammanis.  Edin.  1590.  Spotswood  harries  over  the  afflur 
of  the  coroDation.  **  The  King  (says  he)  detennining  to  have  it 
done  in  most  solemn  manner^  because  none  of  the  bishopt  were  p^ 
sent,  nor  could  convenient!^  be  brought  against  the  day,  made  chflia 
of  Mr.  Robert  Bruce  to  perform  the  ceremony."  (Hist.  p.  381. 
The  bishops^  forsooth^  good  men  !  were  aU  so  consdentioiiflly  eA 
ployed  in  watching  their  flocks^  that  not  one  of  them  could'  sptit 
time  to  wait  on  the  courts  but  left  this  business  to  ^  idle"  ministerSi 
To  make  amends  for  the  brevity  of  his  description^  the  ardibisbop  in- 
troduces^ by  way  of  episode  or  diversion^  an  account  of  a  dispate 
among  the  ministers  respecting  the  lawfulness  of  unction,  which  hit 
Miyesty  put  an  end  to,  by  threatening  that  he  would ''atay  till  one  flC 
the  bishops  came."  James  knew  very  well,  that  half  a  dozen  of  tbens 
would  have  started  up  at  a  single  bli^t  of  his  hunting-horn. 

•  See  Note  DD. 

f  On  reading  it,  Lipsius  exclaimed,  Revera  Andreas  Mehimns  tst 
serio  doctits.    And  Scaliger,  who  was  not  usually  lavish  in  his  pniiies 
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genend  r^egret  was  expressed  that  the  author  DfsQcfa 
a  poem  did  not  favour  the  public  with  lai^r  and 
more  frequent  productions  of  his  muse.  When  this 
was  signified  to  him  by  his  friends,  he  repeated  the 
excuse  which  he  had  formerly  made  *,  but  at  the 
same  tune  gave  them  ground  to  hope  that  their 
•  wishes  would  be  gratified,  if  he  should  find  leisure 
from  his  more  important  and  pressing  avocations  f . 
On  the  first  Sabbath  after  the  coronation  of  the 
.Queen,  the  King  attended  sermon  in  St.  Giles's 
rchurch,  and  made  a  harangue  to  the  people,  in  which 
he  thanked  them  and  the  ministers  for  their  conduct 
during  his  absence,  confessed  that  the  affairs  of  the 
kingdom  had  hitherto  been  ill  administered,  and  pro- 
mised to  exert  himself  in  the  correction  of  all  abuses. 
At  the  ensuing  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly 
Jie  repeated  these  professions,  lamented  the  bloody 
feuds  which  disgraced  the  country,  and  exhorted 
the  ministers  to  embrace  every  opportunity  of  im- 
pressing their  hearers  with  the  enormity  of  such 
crimes.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  he  pronounced 
:hi8  celebrated  panegyric  on  the  purity  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland.     He  praised  God  that  he  was  bom  in 


ef  Qtheniy  ftnd  did  not  entertain  the  lowest  opinion  of  his  own  abi- 
litiesy  among  other  complimentary  expressions^  said  in  a  letter  to  the 
author^  Nos  talia  non  possumus,     (Melville's  Diarj^  p.  206.) 

•  Sec  above^  p.  87. 

t  MeWiUe's  Diary^  ut  supra.  Calderwood  represents  Melville's  SU" 
fikaniskion  as  delivered  in  the  presence  of  the  ambassadors  on  the  day 
of  the  Queen's  public  entrance  into  the  City  of  Edinburgh^  which  was 
two  days  after  the  Coronation.  (Cald.  iv.  198.)  This  is  incorrect. 
(I>e1itiie  Poet.  Scot.  ii.  71.) 
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such  a  time,  as  in  the  time  of  the  light  of  the  Gos- 
pel, and  in  such  a  place,  as  to  be  King  in  sudi  a 
kirk,  the  purest  kirk  in  the  world.  "  The  kirk  of 
Geneva  (continued  his  Majesty)  keepeth  Pasch  and 
Yule.  What  have  they  for  them?  they  have  no 
institution.  As  for  our  neighbour  kirk  in  England, 
their  service  is  an  evil-said  mass  in  English :  they 
want  nothing  of  the  mass  but  the  liftings.  I  charge 
you,  my  good  people,  ministers,  doctors,  elders,  no- 
bles, gentlemen,  and  barons,  to  stand  to  your  puri- 
ty ;  and  I  forsooth,  so  long  as  I  brook  my  life  and 
crown,  shall  maintain  the  same  against  all  deadly  V 
Whether  James  was  seized  on  this  occasion  with  a 
sudden  fit  of  devotion  and  of  affection  for  his  mo- 
ther-church, or  whether  he  merely  adopted  this  lan- 
guage to  gain  the  favour  of  the  ministers,  may  ad- 
mit of  some  doubt.  But  it  is  certain,  that  the  speech 
was  received  by  the  assembly  with  a  transport  of 
joy :  "  there  was  nothing  heard  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  but  praising  God  and  praying  for  the  King." 
When  the  church  was  enjoying  internal  peace, 
and  had  the  prospect  of  obtaining  from  the  govern- 
ment a  redress  of  her  grievances,  she  met  with  an 
unexpected  attack  from  a  foreign  quarter.  Not- 
withstanding the  difference  between  the  churches  of 

*  Cald.  iv.  198^  204.  When  Spotswood  has  occasion  to  mentioii 
any  thing  said  or  done  hy  his  Majesty  in  favour  of  presbytery,  he 
usually  adds^  that  the  King  temporized  with  the  ministers.  But  such 
an  apology  on  the  present  occasion  would  have  been  rather  too  groa; 
and^  accordingly^  he  omits  entirely  that  part  of  the  speech  which  wai 
in  commendation  of  the  church  of  Scotland.     (Hist.  p.  38«.) 
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England  and  Scotland,  in  their  external  form  of  wor- 
ship and  discipline,  they  had  hitherto  ^continued  on 
friendly  terms.  The  latter  rested  satisfied  with  act- 
ing for  herself  in  removing  various  corruptions  which 
were  retained  by  the  former,  and  did  not  interfere  with 
the  internal  affairs  of  her  neighbour ;  except  by  inter- 
ceding, in  one  or  two  instances,  in  behalf  of  those  who 
were  suffering  for  non-conformity  to  the  ceremonies. 
Even  when  engaged  in  contending  against  episco- 
pacy, which  the  court  and  a  few  ambitious  church- 
men  obtruded  on  them,  contrary  to  the  original 
constitution  of  their  church,  the  ministers  of  Scot- 
land had  avoided,  as  far  as  possible,  reflections  on 
the  ecclesiastical  establishment  of  England.  The 
English  bishops,  who  were  in  general  men  respect- 
able for  their  piety  and  talents,  had  used  the  same 
reserve  with  respect  to  Scotland,  and  endeavoured 
to  preserve  that  union  between  the  two  nations 
which  was  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  both, 
while  they  were  exposed  to  the  restless  attacks  of  a 
common  and  dangerous  enemy.  Of  late  years,  symp- 
toms of  an  opposite  spirit  had  manifested  themselves, 
in  the  countenance  given  to  Adamson,  and  in  the 
industry  with  which  his  calumnious  libel  had  been 
circulated,  in  England.  But  open  hostilities  were  at 
this  time  proclaimed  by  Doctor  Bancroft,  an  aspiring 
ecclesiastic,  in  a  sermon  which  he  preached  before  the 
Parliament,  and  which  was  immediately  published. 
It  is  scarcely  possible  to  conceive  a  more  perfect 
specimen  of  the  argument  ad  invidiam,  than  this 
oration  exhibits.     All  the  topics  of  declamation  cal- 

VOL.  L  X 
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culated  to  excite  prejudice  are  carefully  collected, 
and  employed  with  no  small  art.  Puritanism  is  the 
offspring  of  a  spirit  of  pride,  ambition,  covetousness, 
and  insubordination.  Puritans  are  coupled  with  the 
worst  heretics  who  had  infested  the  church  in  an- 
cient or  modem  times.  All  those  writings  which 
contained  sentiments  less  favourable  to  monarchical 
govemient,  whether  published  in  Britain  or  on  the 
Continent,  are  imputed  to  them.  The  jealousy  of 
the  Queen  is  aroused  by  representing  them  as  ene- 
mies to  her  supremacy ;  the  nobility  are  alarmed  by 
being  told  that  the  recovery  of  abbey-lands  was  what 
they  aimed  at ;  and  the  gentry  and  conunons  are 
frightened  with  the  inquisitorial  powers  of  the  pres- 
byterian  discipline.  All  are  warned  to  avoid  such 
pests  to  society  ;  and  magistrates  are  called  on  to  use 
their  authority  to  restrain  and  punish  them  *.  Not 
contented  with  exposing  the  evils  of  presbyterian- 
jsm  in  the  way  of  general  argument,  and  with  con- 
futing such  as  maintained  it  in  England,  the  author 
of  the  sermon  makes  a  direct  and  wilful  attack  on 
the  government  and  discipline  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land. The  Reformer  whom  the  Scots  held  in  ve- 
neration is  stigmatized  as  a  man  of  contentious  hu- 
mour and  perverse  behaviour.  And  an  odious  pic- 
ture, borrowed  from  the  distorted  representations  of 


*  *'  If  they  (the  puritanical  **  geese  and  dogs*'}  wiU  gaggle  and 
make  a  noise  in  the  day  time  without  any  cause^  ojnnor  its  crura  suf* 
fringaniur :  I  think  it  very  fit  they  he  rapt  in  the  shinnee."  (Ban- 
croft's Sermon,  p.  73,  edit.  1636.) 
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Adamson  and  Brown,  is  given  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  ministers  and  chiirch-<;ourts  in  Scotland  dur- 
ing their  late  dissensions  with  the  court.  They 
took  it  upon  them  to  alter  the  laws  of  the  land, 
without  the  consent  of  the  King  and  Estates- — 
threatened  them  with  excommunication — ^filled  the 
pulpits  with  seditious  and  treasonable  doctrine — 
utterly  disclaimed  the  King's  authoi'ity — trode  upon 
his  sceptre — ^laboured  to  establish  an  ecclesiastical 
tyranny  of  an  infinite  jurisdiction,  such  as  neither 
the  law  of  God  nor  of  man  could  tolerate,  which  was 
the  mother  of  all  faction,  confusion,  sedition  and 
rebellion,  and  an  introduction  to  anabaptism  and 
popularity — instead  of  one  pope  and  some  lord 
bishops  in  name,  they  had  set  up  a  thousand  lordly 
tyrants  who  disclaimed  the  name :  On  these  accounts 
the  King  had  overthrown  the  presbyteries  ;  and  al- 
though it  might  seem  from  his  recent  conduct  that 
he  had  altered  his  views  of  them,  yet  this  could  not 
be  the  case,  and  he  was  to  be  considered  as  merely 
accommodating  himself  for  a  time  to  circumstances*. 
Such  was  the  way  in  which  the  chaplain  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England  excited  the  members  of  the 
high  coiut  of  Parliament  to  express  their  gratitude 
to  Providence,  for  the  deliverance  which  they  had 
just  experienced  from  the  Spanish  Armada !  And 
such  was  the  reward  which  the  preachers  of  Scot- 


•  tt 


A  sermon  preaehed  at  Pauls  Crosse  the  9th  of  February ;  be- 
ing the  first  Sunday  in  the  Parliament  Anno  1588  by  Richard  Ban- 
oroft-TsCbaplaine  to  the  L.  Chancellor  of  England.*'  Printed  in  1588^ 
and  reprinted  in  1636. 
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land  received,  for  their  unwearied  efforts  to  preserve 
amity  between  the  two  kingdoms,  and  for  the  zeal 
with  which  they  had  aroused  and  persuaded  their 
countrymen  to  make  a  common  cause  with  England, 
during  the  most  alarming  danger  with  which  she 
was  ever  threatened  !  • 

It  is  easy  to  conceive  how  the  ministers  of  the 
church  of  Scotland  must  have  felt  at  this  unprovok- 
ed attack.  They  viewed  it,  not  as  an  attempt  to 
bring  the  merits  of  the  two  forms  of  ecclesiastical 
polity  to  a  fair  and  dispassionate  discussion,  but  as 
a  vile  libel,  intended  to  hold  them  up  to  detestation 
before  a  neighbouring  nation;  as  the  work  of  an  in- 
terested alarmist,  who  was  regardless  of  the  means 
which  he  employed  to  please  his  patrons  and  to  pro- 
tect lucrative  abuses ;  and  as  an  attempt  to  throw  a 
firebrand  into  a  peaceable  community,  to  rekindle 
the  flame  of  dissension  which  was  nearly  quenched 
in  Scotland,  and  to  revive  in  the  breast  of  his  Ma- 
jesty those  prejudices  and  enmities  which  had  al- 
ready been  productive  of  so  much  evil.  Under  these 
impressions  they  appointed  a  committee  to  write  a 
letter  to  Elizabeth,  complaining  of  the  indignity 

*  The  only  excuse  that  can  he  made  for  such  conduct  is^  that  the 
hishops  were  at  this  time  greatly  alarmed  at  the  increase  of  the  non- 
conformists^ and  at  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons  against 
ecclesiastical  abuses.  Bancroft  gives  an  extract  from  ''  a  Letter  of 
P.  A."  (Patrick  Adamson)  which  throws  light  on  these  fears.  **  Cer- 
tain of  the  chiefe  Noblemen  of  England  dealt  with  me  to  persuade 
the  king  of  Scotland  my  master  to  overthrow  all  the  Bishopricks  in 
his  country,  that  his  proceedings  therein  might  be  an  example  for 
£ngland  adjoining.*'     (Dangerous  Positions,  p.  S,  2nd  edit.) 
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which  they  had  suffered  *  ;  and  to  draw  up  an' an- 
swer to  the  railing  accusations  which  had  been 
brought  against  them  f .  The  letter  and  the  answer 
were  prepared ;  but  on  a  calmer  consideration  of 
'all  circumstances,  it  was  judged  proper  to  suppress 
them,  and  to  rest  satisfied  with  a  small  publication 
by  an  individual,  containing  a  protest  against  the 
rashness  of  the  calumniator,  and  the  reasons  of  their 
declining  to  enter  upon  a  defence  of  their  conduct  f. 
They  were  averse  to  engage  in  open  hostilities 
against  the  church  of  England.  The  falsehood  of 
the  charges  brought  against  them  was  known  to 
several  individuals  of  the  English  court,  who  pro- 
mised to  see  justice  done  them.  They  were  loath 
to  offend  Elizabeth,  whose  patronage  they  had  ex- 
perienced, and  of  whose  aversion  to  all  innovations 
on  the  ecclesiastical  constitution  of  her  kingdom 


•  Records  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  Dec.  9,  1589.  A 
copy  of  the  intended  letter  to  Elizabeth  is  inserted  in  Cald.  iv.  171 — 
175. 

t  Records  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  April  29,  and  June  5, 
1589. 

X  This  was  published  by  John  Davidson  under  the  following  title: 
*'  D.  Bancrofts  Rashnes  in  ray  ling  against  the  Chvrch  of  Scotland, 
noted  in  Answere  to  a  Letter  of  a  worthy  person  of  England,  and 
some  reasons  rendred,  why  the  answere  thereunto  hath  not  hitherto 
come  foorth.  By  J.  D.  a  brother  of  the  sayd  Church  of  Scotland. 
Ex  Mvltis  Pavca.  At  Edinburgh  printed  by  Robert  Walde-grave. 
Anno.  1590."  B  in  eights.  The  running  title  is :  "  A  proofe  of  D. 
Bancrofts  rashnes  against  the  Church  of  Scotland.'*  It  concludes: 
"  Farewell,  from  Edin.  the  18.  of  September.  1590.  Yours  in  the 
Lord.  J.  D."  The  only  copy  of  this  rare  tract  which  I  have  seen  <ur 
heard  of  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  David  Laing. 

X  3 
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they  were  fully  aware.  And  they  knew  that  James» 
though  disposed  to  consent  to  the  abolition  of  epis- 
copacy in  Scotland,  was  anxious  to  avoid  giving  of- 
fence to  the  English  bishops,  who  might  be  provok- 
ed to  lay  obstacles  in  the  way  of  his  succession.  A 
generous  adversary  would  have  scorned  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  advantage  which  these  circumstances  gave 
him,  and  would  have  desisted  from  assailing  persons 
whom  he  knew  to  be  restrained  from  self-defence. 
Bancroft  was  of  a  different  disposition.  Besides 
corresponding  with  Adamson,  he  employed  an  Eng- 
lish bookseller  at  Edinburgh  as  a  spy  on  the  minis- 
ters, transmitted  to  him  a  string  of  oflScious  queries 
respecting  the  conduct  of  the  preachers  and  the  pro- 
cedure of  the  church-courts,  and  continued,  from 
time  to  time,  to  publish  the  information  which  he 
catered  by  such  means,  in  books  still  more  inflamed 
and  abusive  than  his  first  production*.  Sutdiff, 
Saravia,  and  other  English  divines  carried  on  the 
same  mode  of  warfare  in  various  publications.  By 
remaining  silent  imder  these  attacks,  the  ministers 
of  Scotland  certainly  displayed  their  moderation  f : 

*  Cald.  iv.  175.  Bancroft*8  publications  are  entitled:  "  A  8ar?ey 
of  the  Pretended  Holy  Discipline ;"  and  **  Dangenma  PoaitioDSy  v 
Seottiali  Genevating  and  English  Scottiaing  for  Discipline  i**  printed 
in  1593^  and  reprinted  in  1662.  In  the  last  mentioned  work^  (p.  30, 
2d  edit.)  Bancroft  disingenuously  complains  of  the  Scottish  ministen 
as  attempting  to  '^  cast  some  of  their  contentious  and  disloyal  aeeds 
into  England.'*  The  only  proof  -of  this  which  he  is  able  to  produce 
is  Davidson's  book,  consisting  of  sixteen  small  leaves,  and  extorted 
by  his  own  virulent  invective. 

t  Calderwood  quotes  from  an  answer  made  by  John  DaTidaon  to 
Sutdiff,  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  ever  printed. 
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the  wisdom  of  their  conduct  may  be  questioned  by 
some  who  respect  the  motives  from  which  it  pro- 
ceeded. The  fact  is  mentioned  here,  as  it  throws 
light  on  the  state  of  parties,  and  helps  to  account 
for  events  which  will  afterwards  come  under  our 
notice. 

James  took  an  opportunity  of  contradicting  the 
insinuation  of  Bancroft,  that  he  dissembled  in  the 
concessions  which  he  had  lately  made  in  favour  of 
presbytery  *.  But  various  parts  of  his  conduct 
gave  too  much  reason  for  concluding  that  he  still 
retained  the  anti-reformation  principles  which  he 
had  imbibed  from  his  early  favourites.  Desirous  as 
the  ministers  were  at  this  period  to  cultivate  his 
good  graces,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  refirain 
from  censuring  the  glaring  instances  in  which  jus- 
tice was  diverted  from  its  course,  and  convicted  or 
notorious  murderers  screened  from  punishment,  by 
his  culpable  negligence  and  favouritism.  No  in- 
stance of  this  kind  raised  the  indignation  of  the 
people  to  such  a  pitch,  or  sunk  the  character  of  the 
King  so  low,  as  the  murder  of  the  Earl  of  Miu-ray, 
the  heir  of  the  first  Regent,  by  the  Earl  of  Huntly, 
and  the  indifference,  or  rather  aversion,  which  the 
court  testified  to  avenge  the  crime.  Melville,  along 
with  some  other  ministers,  was  deputed  by  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly,  to  wait  on  the  King,  and  to  stimu- 
late him  to  the  vigorous  discharge  of  his  duty  in 
this  affair.     As  was  natural,  the  preachers,  in  tak- 

*  Bancroft*8  Rashnes,  sig.  A  5. 
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ing  notice  of  the  death  of  the  son,  had  alluded  to 
the  father,  and  mentioned  the  name  of  the  Good 
Regent  with  that  regard  and  veneration  with  which 
they  continued  to  cherish  his  memory.  In  the 
course  of  the  present  conference  James  testified  his 
dissatisfaction  at  such  speeches.  Melville  defended 
them,  and  expressed  his  surprise  and  sorrow  at 
learning,  that  there  were  persons  about  the  court 
who  spoke  disrespectfully  of  those  to  whom  Scot- 
land was  under  the  highest  obligations.  The  con- 
versation growing  warm,  the  Chancellor,  who  did 
not  feel  quite  at  ease  on  this  topic,  interrupted  Mel- 
ville, and  told  him  that  that  was  not  the  errand  on 
which  he  came.  He  answered,  that  on  such  a  theme 
he  would  not  be  silenced  by  any  individual  beneath 
his  Majesty.  The  King  said,  that  none  but  sedi- 
tious and  traiterous  theologues  would  defend  Murray, 
Knox,  and  Buchanan.  Melville  replied,  that  they 
were  the  men  who  set  the  crown  upon  his  head, 
and  deserved  better  treatment.  His  Majesty  said, 
that  his  crown  came  to  him  by  succession,  and  was 
not  given  him  by  any  man.  "  But  they  were  the 
instruments,"  replied  Melville  ;  "  and  whosoever  in- 
forms your  Majesty  sinistrously  of  these  men  neither 
loves  you  nor  the  commonwealth  *." 

Adamson  was  the  only  one  of  the  bishops  who 
persisted  in  opposing  the  church  after  the  annexa- 
tion of  their  temporalities  to  the  crown  f .  In  August 

•  Cald.  iv.  250. 

t  Montgomery  having  submitted  to  the  churchy  the  trial  of  his  re« 
pentance  was  referred  to  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  who,  upon  re- 
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1588^  a  variety  of  accusations  were  given  in  against 
him  to  the  General  Assembly.  His  extravagance 
and  imprudence  had  involved  him  in  great  pecuni- 
ary embarrassments,  and  his  person  was  liable  to  be 
seized  by  his  creditors.  He  was  charged  with  hav- 
ing abstracted,  secreted,  and  mutilated  the  registers 
of  the  assembly,  and  with  having  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  contrary  to  an  ex- 
press inhibition  of  the  commissioners  of  the  church*. 


ceiving  satisfaction  from  him^  removed  the  excommunication.  (Re« 
cord  of  Presb.  of  Edin.  June  7,  1586 ;  and  Aug.  29. 1586.)  *'  Anent 
the  supplicatioun  of  Mr.  Ro^  Montgomerie^*'  the  General  Assembly 
(February  158 J.)  found  that  "  he  may  be  admittit  pastour  over  a 
flock  quhair  he  hes  not  been  slanderous^  provyding  he  be  found  qua- 
lified in  lyfe  and  doctrine."     (Bulk  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  150,  a.) 

*  The  writer  of  the  Life  of  Archbishop  Adamson,  in  the  Biographia 
Britannica,  speaking  of  the  marriage  of  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  says : 
"  The  not  permitting  a  man  to  marry  without  his  having  first  sub- 
scribed a  confession  of  faith,  is  one  of  the  completest  instances  of  ec- 
clesiastical folly  and  bigotry  recorded  in  history.'*  (Biog.  Brit.  vol.  i. 
p.  41,  2nd  edit.)  The  reader  may  pronounce  on  the  wisdom  and 
liberality  of  this  censure,  after  considering  the  following  circumstances 
of  the  case.  Huntly  was  the  chief  of  the  popish  party  in  Scotland, 
and  deeply  engaged  in  a  treasonable  correspondence  with  Spain.  His 
proposed  marriage  with  a  ward  of  the  crown,  the  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  Lennox,  his  Majesty's  favourite,  was,  for  obvious  reasons, 
dreaded  by  all  the  Protestants.  To  accomplish  this  object  the  more 
easily,  Huntiy  feigned  (as  he  afterwards  acknowledged)  a  disposition 
to  renounce  the  Catholic  faith,  but  affected  to  stickle  at  some  of  the 
Protestant  doctrines.  The  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  believing  that 
his  object  was  to  drive  time,  prohibited  any  of  the  ministers  to  cele« 
brate  the  marriage  until  he  had  subscribed  the  confession.  Notwith- 
standing this,  Adamson  performed  the  ceremony,  at  the  very  time 
that  the  Spanish  Armada  was  expected  to  appear  on  the  coast  of  Eng- 
land. (Record  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  July  3,  15B8.  Bulk 
of  Univ.  Kirk.  f.  152,  b.) — The  Life  of  Adamson  in  the  Biographia 
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The  assembly  remitted  his  trial  to  the  presbytery  of 
Edinburgh,  giving  them  full  power  to  pass  a  final 
sentence  in  the  process  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
church.  Having  proceeded  on  a  libel  given  in  against 
him  by  Robert  Pont  and  Adam  Johnston,  the  pres- 
bytery found  the  bishop  guilty  of  falsehood  and 
double-dealing,  erroneous  doctrine,  opposition  to  the 
discipline  of  the  church,  and  contempt  of  the  late 
public  thanksgiving ;  and  therefore  deposed  him 
from  all  function  in  the  ministry,  and  debarred  him 
from  privileges  in  the  church,  until  he  should  give 
satisfaction  for  his  oflFensive  conduct  *. 

What  happened  on  the  King's  return  from  Den- 
mark should  have  convinced  Adamson,  that  he  could 
no  longer  depend  on  the  royal  favour.  But  he  con- 
tinued to  deceive  himself  with  vain  hopes ;  and,  being 
flattered  by  letters  from  Bancroft,  persevered  in  his 
opposition  to  presbytery,  and  in  his  attacks  on  Mel- 
ville f .     Nor  was  he  undeceived  until  his  annuity 


is  extremely  incorrect  In  the  second  edition,  the  liheral  ideas  of  the 
editor^  Dr.  Kippis,  joined  to  the  old  prejudices  of  the  original  author^ 
form  a  piece  of  literary  patchwork,  which  is  carious,  but  not  *i«gylar 
in  such  compilations. 

•  Buik  of  Univ.  Kirk.  f.  153.  Cald.  iv.  71.  Record  of  the  Prs- 
bytcry  of  Edinburgh,  Oct  15,  and  Dec  17, 1588 ;  and  June  5, 1589. 

t  In  his  Dedication  of  his  Paraphrase  of  the  Revelation  in  Latin 
verse,  {*'  Sanctiandres,  Cal.  Maljs,  1590.**)  he  informs  the  King  that 
he  had  prepared  a  work,  entitled  Psilbts,  in  which  he  had  "  sucked 
out  the  seditious  poison  infused  by  the  Meivinian  faction,  defended 
the  episcopal  authority  and  the  royal  supremacy,  and  warned  the 
neighbouring  kingdom  of  England  of  the  rocks  on  which  the  diordi 
of  Scotland  had  struck."    (Opera  Adamsoni.) 
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was  sequestered  and  given  to  the  Duke  of  Lennox. 
In  vain  did  he  remonstrate  against  this  deed ;  in 
vain  did  he  address  elegant  and  plaintive  verses  to 
his  Majesty,  in  which  he  reminded  him  of  the  zeal 
with  which  he  had  served  him  from  his  birth,  and 
was  ready  still  to  serve  him  *.  James  remained 
insensible  to  his  entreaties,  and  withheld  from  him 
even  that  assistance  which  was  necessary  to  preserve 
him  from  want  The  unhappy  bishop,  deprived  of 
his  only  support,  sunk  into  deep  dejection  of  mind, 
aggravated  by  poverty  and  sickness.  So  little  re- 
liance was  placed  on  his  sincerity,  that  few  would 
believe  that  he  was  really  in  such  a  miserable  situa- 
tion ;  and  he  was  reduced  to  the  humiliating  step 
of  writing  a  letter  to  Melville,  in  which,  after  pro- 
fessing sorrow  for  his  former  conduct,  he  disclosed 
to  him  his  destitute  circumstances.  Melville  im- 
mediately visited  him,  supported  his  family  out  of 

*  Auspidis  i  musa  bonis,  pete  limina  Regii, 
Difficiles  aditus  non  habet  ille  locus. 
Invenies  illic  castas,  tua  vota,  sorores  ; 
Musarum  Princeps  pnesidet  ipse  choro. 

After  mentioning  the  various  seryices  which  he  bad  rendered  to  the 
King,  in  France,  in  England,  and  in  Scotland,  he  concludes : 

His  dictis,  postquam  surgentes  ordine  musas 
Viderit  ad  lacrymas  ingemuisse  tnas,  * 

£t  tristi  aspidens  Bartassia  Numima  vultu, 
Haud  dubie  toUs  annuet  ille  tuis. 

Tu  voti  compos,  caveas  ne  dedde  penna 
Segnior  in  laudes  repperiare  suas. 

(Epigrammato,  T.  4.  Oper.  Adamsoni,  ito.) 
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his  own  purse  for  some  months,  and  afterwards  pro- 
cured a  contribution  for  him  from  his  friends  in  St. 
Andrews.  When  the  provincial  synod  of  Fife  met, 
Adamson  applied  to  them  to  be  released  from  the 
sentence  of  excommunication  which  they  had  for- 
merly pronounced  against  him.  His  petition  was 
granted  ;  and  he  subscribed  several  papers,  in  which 
he  recanted  his  episcopal  sentiments,  retracted  the 
famous  declaration  which  he  had  published  in  de- 
fence of  the  acts  of  Arran's  parliament,  and  profess- 
ed his  deep  sorrow  for  the  opposition  which  he  had 
made  to  the  judicatories  and  discipline  of  the  church. 
He  died  on  the  19th  of  February,  1592. 

The  circumstances  in  which  the  archbishop  sub- 
scribed his  recantation  necessarily  throw  a  degree 
of  suspicion  over  the  sincerity  with  which  it  was 
made,  and  detract  from  its  value  as  a  testimony  in 
favour  of  presbytery.  But  there  is  not  the  least 
reason  to  doubt  the  genuineness  of  the  docimient 
itself*.    The  presbyterian  writers  have  done  ample 

*  Wilson  passes  it  over^  and  says  that  the  ministers  took  advantage 
of  an  ambiguous  expression  of  his  father-in-kw,  to  circulate  the  re- 
port that  he  had  renounced  episcopacy.  (Vita  Patr.  Adamsoni,  pp. 
16^  17.)  Spotswood  allows  that  he  subscribed  the  articles  "  whidi 
were  afterwards  imprinted  under  the  name  of  Mr.  Patrick  Adamsons 
Recantation ;"  but  he  alleges  that  "  when  it  was  told  him  that  such  a 
recantation  was  published  in  his  name  he  complained  heavily  of  the 
wrong  that  was  done  him^  and  committing  his  cause  to  God^  ended 
his  days  in  the  end  of  this  year.  (Hist.  p.  385.)  The  recantation 
was  subscribed  April  9,  1591.  (Cald.  iv.  214.)  It  was  sent  to  the 
Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  in  the  coursse  of  that  months  that  they 
might  ''  give  thair  advys  gif  they  vald  the  said  patrick  suld  add  ony 
thing  thaijrto— as  also  gif  they  sail  think  it  expedient  to  be  prentit.' 
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justice  to  Adamson's  talents,  but  it  has  been  alleged 
that  their  prejudices  induced  them  to  injure  his  cha- 
racter. If  they  did  so,  they  acted  not  merely  an 
unjustifiable,  but  also  a  foolish  and  preposterous 
part ;  for  in  proportion  as  they  detracted  from  his 
reputation,  they  diminished  the  honour  of  the  vic- 
tory which  they  had  gained  over  the  chief  of  their 
antagonists*.  Nothing  can  be  more  absurd,  al- 
though nothing  is  more  common,  than  to  identify 
the  merits  of  a  public  cause,  good  or  bad,  with  the 
private  qualities  of  individuals  by  whom  it  may 
happen  to  be  supported.  There  have  been  learned 
and  pious  bishops ;  and  there  have  been  illiterate 
and  worthless  presbyters.  That  the  opponents  of 
Adamson  exaggerated  his  faults,  and  accused  him 
of  some  things  which  were  not  criminal,  I  allow ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am  satisfied  that  those 
who  feel  most  respect  for  his  talents  and  station 


(Record  of  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  April  90,  1591.)  Adamson 
survived  this  ten  months.  (Th.  Volusenus,  Vita  P.  Adarosoni,  p;  S3.) 
By  its  being  *'  published,"  Spotswood  must  mean  its  being  made  pub- 
licly known :  and  surely  Adamson  knew,  when  he  subscribed  the 
paper,  that  this  was  the  use  to  be  made  of  it.  It  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  printed  until  the  year  1598.  (Ames  by  Herbert,  p.  1519.) 
At  that  time  several,  if  not  all,  of  the  witnesses  in  whose  presence  it 
was  subscribed,  were  alive ;  and  among  them  were  the  most  respect- 
able gentlemen  of  the  county. 

*  This  is  allowed  by  James  MelviUe.  "  The  man  haid  manic  grait 
giftes,  hot  speciallie  excellit  in  the  toung  and  pen. — If  he  haid  bein 
endowit  hot  withe  a  comraoun  civill  piece  of  honestye  in  his  delling 
and  conversation,  he  haid  ma  roeanes  to  haiff  wrought  mischief!'  in  a 
Icirk  or  countrey  nor  anie  I  haifF  knawin  or  hard  of  in  our  yland, 
(Diary,  p.  215.) 


>» 
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will  be  pained  to  find,  on  examination,  that  the 
leading  charges  brought  against  him  are  supported 
by  evidence  too  strong  to  admit  of  being  contro- 
verted. In  his  works  is  a  beautiful  little  poem, 
breathing  a  spirit  of  warm  piety,  which  his  son-in- 
law  informs  us  was  composed  by  him  a  short  time 
before  his  death  *. 

The  death  of  Adamson  was  followed  by  the  legal 
establishment  of  presbytery.  In  June  1592,  the 
Parliament  passed  an  act,  ratifymg  the  general  as- 
semblies,  provincial  sjniods,  presbyteries,  and  parti- 
cular sessions  of  the  church ;  and  declaring  them, 
with  the  jurisdiction  and  discipline  belonging  to 
them,  to  be  in  all  time  coming  most  just,  good,  and 
godly,  notwithstanding  whatsoever  statutes,  acts, 
and  laws,  canon,  civil,  or  municipal,  made  to  the 
contrary.  This  act  ratified  and  embodied  some  of 
the  leading  propositions  in  the  Second  Book  of  Dis- 
cipline, relating  to  the  power  of  these  judicato- 
ries. It  appointed  General  Assemblies  to  be  held 
once  every  year,  or  oftener  pro  re  natay  as  occasion 

*  Adanisoni  Opera,  4to.  Vita  Adamsoni^  p.  16,  12mo.  James  wti 
the  eldest,  and  Patrick  the  second,  son  of  Patrick  archbishop  of  St 
Andrews.  (Act.  Pari.  Scot.  iii.  355,  480.)  His  daughter  was  mar- 
ried to  Thomas  Wilson,  an  advocate,  who  wrote  a  life  of  his  father- 
in-law,  and  published  a  collection  of  his  works  in  1619.  The  bishop 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Arthour  and  Margaret  Mar- 
tine.  (Inventory  of  goods  and  books  belonging  to  Mr.  William 
Skene.)  Margaret  Martine,  after  the  death  of  '*  Mr.  Williame  Arthor 
of  Kemis  her  first  husband,*'  married  '^  Mr,  William  Skene  commis- 
sar of  Sanctandrois."  (Record  of  Privy  Council,  January  17,  158S. 
Commissary  Rec.  of  St.  Andrews,  Jan.  2,  1572;  May  8,  and  24, 
1594.) 
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should  require ;  the  time  and  place  of  next  meet- 
ing to  be  appointed  by  his  Majesty  or  his  comnus- 
sioner,  or,  provided  neither  of  them  should  be  pre- 
sent, by  the  Assembly  itself.  And  it  appointed 
provincial  synods  to  be  held  twice  a-year.  It  re- 
scinded an  act  authorizing  the  observance  of  Christ- 
mas and  Easter,  and  some  other  acts  favourable  to 
popery,  which  had  hitherto  been  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  statute-book.  It  declared  that  the  act  of 
the  parliament^  1584,  respecting  the  royal  supre- 
macy, should  be  in  no  wise  prejudicial  to  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  office-bearers  of  the  church,  concern- 
ing heads  of  religion,  matters  of  heresy,  excom- 
munication, the  appointment  or  deprivation  of  mi- 
nisters, or  any  such  essential  censures  warranted 
by  the  word  of  God.  And  it  declared  the  act  of  the 
same  Parliament,  granting  commission  to  bishops 
and  other  judges  appointed  by  his  Majesty  in  ec- 
clesiastical causes,  to  be  null,  and  of  no  avail,  force 
or  eflFect  in  time  coming;  and  ordained  presenta- 
tions to  be  directed  to  presbyteries,  who  should 
have  full  power  to  give  collation  to  benefices,  and 
to  manage  all  ecclesiastical  causes  within  their 
bounds,  provided  they  admitted  such  qualified  mi- 
nisters as  were  presented  by  his  Majesty  or  other 
lay  patrons  *. 


*  Act  Pari.  Scot.  ill.  541.  This  statute  has  the  vague  and  unde- 
scriptive  title  of ''  Act  for  abolishing  of  the  actis  contrair  the  true  re- 
ligioan.' 


a» 
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This  settlement  was  not  without  its  defect^.  Not 
to  mention  some  important  pieced  of  refonpation, 
craved  in  the  Second  Book  of  Discipline,  which 
were  entirely  left  out,  the  supreme  court  was. de- 
prived of  the  right  which  it  had  hitherto  possessed 
of  appointing  its  own  meetings ;  and  the  power  of 
presbyteries  and  the  liberties  of  the  people  were 
fettered  by  the  continuance  of  lay  patronage.  At 
a  posterior  period,  when  the  reformation  of  the 
church  was  carried  to  a  higher  degree  of  perfection, 
and  a  settlement  made  upon  more  liberal  principles, 
these  restrictions  were  abolished.  But  at  present 
this  could  not  be  obtained  ;  and  the  church  waved 
her  demand  in  consideration  of  the  advantages  which 
the  act  conferred  on  her.  Nor  were  these  restric- 
tions found  to  be  so  hurtful  in  effect  as  might  have 
been  imagined.  So  long  as  the  coiurt  was  disposed 
to  respect  the  law,  and  to  allow  the  church  to  meet 
annually  in  General  Assembly,  the  settling  of  the 
particular  time  and  place  of  meeting  was  of  minor 
importance  ;  and  the  arrangement  made  respecting 
this  might  be  viewed  as  an  accommodation  to  the 
ideas  that  then  generally  prevailed  as  to  all  public 
conventions.  Nor  was  the  law  of  patronage  attend- 
ed with  very  serious  evils  at  a  period  when  the 
church  coiuls  held,  that  the  consent  of  the  people 
was  to  be  obtained  previously  to  the  settlement  of  a 
minister  among  them,  and  when,  actuated  by  this 
principle,  they  were  studious,  by  the  influencie  which 
they  used  with  patrons,  and  by  the  regulations  wliiA 
they  made  as  to  presentees,  to  lighten,  instead  of 
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aggravating^  a  yoke  which  has  alwajrs  been  felt  to 
be  oppressive  and  degrading  ^. 

The  Act  of  Parliament  1592,  which  still  coni- 
tinues  Jto  be  the  charter  of  the  Church  of  Scotland's 
liberties,  has  always  been  regarded  by  Presbyterians 
in  an  important  light,  and  as  a  great  step  in  na- 
tional reformation.  It  repealed  several  statutes 
which  were  favourable  to  superstition,  and  hostile 
to  the  independence  of  the  kingdom.  It  reduced 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  which  had  lately  been 
raised  to  an  exorbitant  height ;  and,  by  legally  se* 
curing*  the  religious  privileges  of  the  nation  against 
arbitrary  encroachments,  it  pointed  out  the  propriety 
and  practicability  of  providing  similar  securities  in 
behalf  of  political  rights.  It  gave  the  friends  of  the 
Presbyterian  constitution  the  advantage  of  occupying 
legal  ground,  and  enabled  them,  during  a  series  of 
years,  to  oppose  a  successfol  resistance  to  the  efforts 
0^  the  court  to  obtrude  on  them  an  opposite  system. 
And  as  often  as  the  nation  felt  disposed  to  throw 
off  the  imposed  yoke  of  episcopacy,  they  appealed  to 
this  charter,  and  foimded  upon  it  a  **  clahn  of  right" 
to  the  recovery  of  their  ancient  liberties. 

The  Church  of  Scotland  did  not  r^ard  the  pre^ 
sent  or  any  other  parliamentary  grant,  as  the  basis 
of  her  religious  constitution.  This  had  been  already 
laid  down  from  Scripture  in  her  Books  of  Discipline 
]^or  all  her  internal  administration,  she  pleaded 
and  rested  upon  higher  grounds  than  either  regal 

*  Bee  Note  BE. 
VOL.  I.  Y 
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0M9^jeoMp§tftpl  it#>  I)#r-aa  jm»;^€)Qli^i^itJ^(aQi^y# 

fiK))a^«imutJiTe^vji^inw«  Wi(bQUtt^tafii||[ 
wiith^  quf»ftiQn>^f  iiritU,4i$tabUab]^  jmiU^iii 
iiaikb:\ix%ht^wfaei!dMi^i»  ;t^  consoiiattt  ;vitiii  :t)ia 
araa4^ipnU)ei^e8}itf  jpplii^fia^^  I  s^ 

vHy;  if  1  gwen  <  to  ^  diurc^  pfoiK^iijr  oigpiMBsdi  wd 

remiss  in  her  exertions  to  obtain  tkii  9RllfiliWi»rfil 
bad  she  da^lii^,  H)#cefipt  ft  wbw  ^^flfere^iphe 
would  bays  mi^m  unwise  aqdl  cr|piirm\jBiirll».  ^tA 
iliejitatvtes  vrfeich  were  directly  QV9»e^itfiik«F^ 
dl^ne  iwa  fiwply  aln>0|g9ted»  wi*flH*.r;i<»  i  I'wei'fe 
»M^.«  Bwiwe  and  1^  rat|6q»twfl»  iiWfiHidJNwi 
iMemi  ji^  v4i<iUe :  itq  1)e  Mtemipifd  i  wiA  jbUi4«fi4; 
iiA0»evfiniOi«,4f(Hirt  «bpse  to  tokei^Qwi^^l^ti^pijI 
of  (^[^l«^IBti<|«a  iDaoa^meot,  or.jba  i«i!ir«n«  AlwipMi 
that  )ifi9UjiWd«ff.tIi«(^YjiliiiHfbdl«bioni:iAi«d  tf.tM 


"c 
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^jitiein  of  Mine  ifnodenif  theMtetB  ktd  tiMti  ali6|>te4 
-^  all  lawB-  relatiii^  to  the  dnupth  had  mt  otukib^ek 
swept  away,  the  eceksiasticsal  proper^  totalljr  MCi 
cnlarized,  alid  a  universal  fireedom  in  mMtera  bf  M^ 
IigH»  proclaimed— ^the  eonsequeneee  'W^Rdd'hairt 
heei^>«litfl  tnanypaapte  of  the  oomiti^^wmild  haM 
beeift  tlM>Wa  ^destitute  of  religious  fastrttctloy^  MM 
worship }  ighis^aziaei*  and  crim^'  and  athbidfii^  WiHdd 
Itfi^espiisadthnHigh  the  land* ;  i^  within^nsbeM 
tfxnb^  ^popieh  supevstition  and  tyitdany  wciuld  hkve 
r^aiaed  that  power  which  had'heen  wM9ted  from 
them  with'such  diffieultyj  and  at  the  expeitte  of  s6 
much  toil  and  bloods  I^ie' follyof  sudh  a  ebtuM 
would  scarcely  have  heen  leas  tibtn  ^tiiat  of^abcdii^ 
ing  aU  puWe  institutioiie'fbriediieatA^Baiid^^ 
moting  of  learoiAg  through  the  Idngdam^  mid'  <tf 
VMiving  ihe.'Objeet'  ef  these  to  be  gjoined  tfntirtiyjaf 
tn^hridoal  bceMiOAH^r  <v<rii«xt$fy  assodiation V  &  loed^ 
sHlet'Wydi)  wodld^  ke  pivpoMeronpand  AUMfiid «t 
anyi  tiaie»  'Inf6  whithv^  'at  tte  ^^Mii«mderilo6iisid(M 
ation,wioii]d'hdve>be0ri  jpMdubtilrie  ol^  miikMs  ^6i& 
irreBiediaUe  mischief;      ''  '  .  injz>  r>ii  ni  .  .^  . 

This  important  act  was  nofi'ol^Cdtied'wttfaoutfll: 
final  stmiggle.  It  was  keenly  dpposi^d  by  som6  of 
the  ndbility  fttmi  motives  which  had  long  been 
no  siscret^  'afid  tikey  sufiared  it  at  last  ^- pass  in  the^ 
hopes  that-  it  wduM  be  suppressed  by  Ihei  Kifl^> 
1%«]to  is  littte*  reason  to  doubt  that  tibis  wotidd  have^ 
been  its  fate,  had>  it  not  bkm  &r  the  ^leoiflitf'  situiiu 
lion  in  "Whic^  the  o6urt  was  then  placed,  -l^e  mnr* 
dei^  of  tlis  Eait  <»f  Mttm^,  and  theSMitoitity  ^x- 

Y  a 


M4         liWU  or^i^iiBiBir  ii»i'inLt;E. 

timded  to*  the  niui^dera^/  had  ^cdted  universal  hi^ 
dignatioii  amcmg  the  peopie.  Ballads  and  placards 
Were  published,  aocusfaig  the  principd  courtiers^ 
aiid*  even  James  himself^  as  aeoessoiy  to  that  fool 
AMf  ^^'afesd  Bothwdl  was  in  arms  to  revet^  it.  In 
<b^  ^I^pMxfistftnees,  the  ChanefiiKbn  "who  had  'ineiuu 
r^iWj^rea^i^hare  of  the  ]^puktr^i6idteH<i,»^^iMtailMl 
olftl^i^g'^t^  tesent  t^  Afe'at^Mtily^'Pr^sbyu 

conciliate  the  public  favour  to  his  adnAodsbNM^ffe^ 
The  royal  assent  was  accordingly  given  to  it,  to  the 
great  joy  of  the  commissioners  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, who  had  been  in  constant  and  active  attend- 
ance,  but  despaired  of  being  able  to  carry  the  mea- 
sure until  the  Parliament  was  on  the  eve  of  dissolu- 
tion,  and  were  not  fully  relieved  firom  their  fears 
until  they  heard  the  act  proclaimed  among  others  at 
the  market-cross  of  Edinburgh  *. 

Melville  must  have  been  highly  gratified  with 
this  act  of  the  legislature.  He  had  now  procured 
the  sanction  of  the  state  as  well  as  of  the  church,  to 
a  form  of  ecclesiastical  polity  which  he  r^arded  as 
agreeable  to  the  Scripture  pattern,  and  eminently 
conducive  to  the  spiritual  and  temporal  welfare  of 
the  nation.  Principles,  for  the  maintenance  of  which 
he  had  often  been  branded  as  seditious  and  a  traitor, 
were  now  not  merely  recognized  as  innocent  and  law- 
ful, but  pronounced  **  most  just,  good,  and  godly,** 
by  the  highest  authority  in  the  land.     It  was  the 

•  BfelWlle'i  Diary,  pp.  916,  810.    Cald.  iv.  858. 


#. 


hiww4>9^^4af9wm^4§jB^i^Vf4» 


9W 


of  the  cause  i^hich  had  coet  him  so  much 
labour  and  anxiety  during  eighteen  years.  He  could 
now  cherish  the  hope  of  being  permitted  to  apply 
himsflf  with  less  interruption  to  his  studies  and  acUr 
demicalduty;  although  he  must  have  been  awf^rtfi 
that  itFw0uld  be  neoesauy  Ibr  him.  to iWi^tcK  w4tb 
tberi^timst  YJgilamK^  pyeir  thq  safetyqf  aOif^Wg^i 
meot  r  vhifi^^f ^  1^  ffpny  §»^e%jb|uFAq»r^ 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


b^comM  Minute  ai  An/BUviher  and  EMtifinu — B%$  Mi- 
%fUereited  conduct — John   Jonston — Learned  Ensmk' 


iiij 


He  Ht8  as  an  Elder  in  the  KMc-sesHoh  Gf  Si.  Andrew 
-^Peculiar  practices  in  Steeims  and  Preabgterie^    Da* 

ivid  Bkwh^^'^iHs$enilon  intkePtesbyt»ry  ^Si.  Amdrem 
-^Death  tf  Erikine  qf  JOm^PubUc  J^ffawe^-r^rr^itCe 
return  to  Court  Fruetfated  by  the  Firmnee$of  ^e 

,  Jiinister^-^Co^fwyofihePopieh,^^ 
communication  and  Criminat  Procees^lleoMnu 
S^in^e  partiality  to  them — ^e/viZt^'raZnmnioJra  aia 


ofJii^lee^&eMimptinieeihe  ISs^mtUM  e^ibnit  f»e 
Popish  Lords — IVho  leave  the  Kingdom — MdviOe^s 
P(iem  m  tkeB^ih.qf  J^rme  ffenry—ffis.  krcil  jeiA 
Balfour  ^Bm^ley^^Deuth  qfChon^^Uor  4fa^/aWn'.Bc? 
novaHon  of  the  CaivenanU^Retum  qf  the  Popish  Losdi 
-^Singular  Interview  between  the  King  md'MeMHc^ 
The  Court  remx>  their  Designs  Ag(at^VieLibitiiesof 
the  Church^iBlack'9  DecUnafvire^Tn^f^  m"''£^ 
oarghi  ;. '/    ^!^  ..'  f.  •  ; :.  ^ .  ,    K 

StKck  Itte  yi^  1586,  Melville  iia*  *iet  WitU  m 
interruption  in  tlie  performance  of  his  acaclemickl 


; 


duties.  Nor  did  any  thing  deserving  of  particular 
notice  occur  in  the  ooU^e  until  the  year  1597»  tt- 
cept  the  changes  of  the  professors  who  taught  un- 
der him. 

James  Melville  had  all  along  intended  to  devote 
himself  to  the  service  of  the  church  as  a  parochial 


ment,  wa^  a  con^ictTod  thatf  %&  ^^tati^  'im%e^ 
cesaary  to  ms  unde  at  the  cominei^ce|nei^t  of  ms  u^ 
teraiy  operations.  In  the  ,end  ,9^  ^4^e  'j^  I^^f 
the  affairs  of  the  theological  semif^uy  at  St.  ^^n- 
drewa  were  broughtvto  48wh;  a^  settled  s|3ii;te^\  that, 
with  the  coQMot  of  aR  parttiesy  Jia  #ciieptad>  of  n^eall 
from  the  parish  of  Altsteutflie);^  to^Whtth  lis' wisAseon 
after  admitted  l^  th^  i»resl^p4»^  ^:'  ^ '  Hi#^ pi^eoes- 


spr,  William  Clark,  a  piouft  and  labortons  miiiiflW, 


|he  cpwrW  w  «wwe4  ifj^itji  ^^,^ji^|iew.o|,^^ 

tdl^  iiD#  tegnhr  yisd'ntfaiiMettd  tke  itfBfsliieiit^  Bi|kite«  Oi  iMt'M* 
iMftIb  AmMfthaii^  '(Rflgfarttf'OfBMi^.  &^  ini  Aaitniihavy  In 
theJAio9h<dlf0^ttMl^  tfMltti  die  baibo  of  Amk^^w  Melville,  an  elder^  fire- 
^ep%^of(CQr^»,tQd^  tih^  witneeaet^at  ^pdsms  we«e  genenll^r  the 
st^UtiqnB  of  il^e  paxoiti,  it  Ib  Jvobalfle^  ihna  ]die  following  mipute, 
dMt  he  was  alfied  t6  ttie  l^rii^paL  '^  lASS.  !i^Van)A;^  Aniro  MeU 
Till,  a  chyld  haptiait  called  Audio.  Witnea  Mt  Andro 'BW^" 
{l\»d.y^**  3  NoTemher  1690.    Andnm  Melvill,  ane  child  haptiidt. 

Till  of  caralne."    (Raeord  of  Kiric  Sodon  of  Anatr^^  \ 


es^ic9ixeyeaaf^hBd'.Mne&nB^^4  Jasoea  Melvtile 
-CQter^  on. (the ' same  extensive' charge,  but  it. was 
wijtlj^  views  reiy  rmnote  £riHn  ttitrnp  of  a  secesBi- 
tqi^ ,  aad  mercenary  pluralist.  By  hia  exsntions 
w;^^e,j;iiariabJQnera»  and  wiUt  the  im^i;. courts. 
Beg^fip:t4t,miowten  werajettMk  at  PittinBwe«ni..aBife 
A}prfafp^ii)hy:,.fikwboB^.  fovour  ha>.n&i4uishadiitlie 
{iS9gp4io(ia  of  stipencl  due  te  liimifTMn  HMe  ptactt. 
i^.  ^^, bj^glit: with; him  Bobert  Diu^sanaa^aa* 
aifitf^t^^.,,!  "^p.hiilkilie/detailtted.tll*. charge  oEj  An^' 
St!nitbff.,ir;iUi'<^itits.'  emoluxaeuta^  wfaitei  jbe  .bint* 
a^,rQinaTe4  ta  .Kibiimy.  t  ^  ThtHr  in  theiooime. 
of,,ti^re^,yea^  he  pi^tividedua  miDiaterfbnieaahof 
|;h<Pe.f(HVS>«r3phe8ivi^i<^itbad  been-JfHtg'dqxired 
of  ,.th^iJC^8{teIlsal4QQ  a^.dj.Tine  -tHidinanoeB  or^hadiCD*'. 
Jqyed.tl^.lienefit'.bui  jKtrtipllf  and  0ecataaBM,f^p 

!i„  ,.,,..,  ...  ..  ■'....? 1.1  ■.     ;1   .,  ,it):.n(i-..li    .;--;J,-;ii' 

-  ^^:^el^iU*  O^, ».  1,  Ul.  'f  UbT"  dUA  Mrirtf)linMb  ' 

Duty  mii^ftCT,  |lpt  of  .pt^nbiKgji,  |»qjUft«wfnfa  of  Maniw*  >>•■ 
bert  Ihiry  appean'to  luve  bern  a  relation  of  ttl^C  ipinii^r.  &  . 
BUttM  XUbWa  l&tWy,  ■tid-itae  Jif  U>  elJIU^  ink  ^nAted^  ' 
baitiffm  Iq  flwipi  Hunwy  of' iMogtaww  <  (8M6t)  Ctef  "ti^  Antab^' ' ' 
lh^«,U«7.lB,l«0fi,.aiid,M«<:li«,  ieoi.)^!'Mr>A<|4nM<«Urill''^^' 
A  witnest  to  tbebaptlBin  of  ■  um  of  Kotwrt  I>iv7'b,'  nimed  Andmri 
Mid  a  Akoghler,  nuned  Minuet.    (Ibid.  Mardi  18,  iMft) 

I  Th«  towd  of  .iUii^truUier<£utct,b«liiwcM>*  d(»  Btewh^Uh 
linny.  '^'--— "— ir-  "f '>-pTh  r-irlrfT  rf  iTKmihniiV.rilp^  iMtlihi 
the  foIlDwing  most  natural  expreMkiii.«f  dtMWptpMtdiJdr^igBf  tUv 
minister's  leaving  tliem.  ."  Hi  J«Det  MduiH  Mdt-.UsiigAii  '^^t  ^ 
£tatn  tbis  cSgrcgatioD  tht  ^  mwet  jgf lOf^MT  tMlffr  f •MMw4<«idl 
Ilim  tok;lrfmiie^betl|i^9i|fillhs.,  pi9t.JMMii»nAk»(diA  «v 


\ 


On  his  Hettlement  in '  Kilri&fijr^lie  built'  a' manMf  al«* 
most  entirely  at  his  own  expense:  -  The  1^1  ftincbr 
for  mipporting  the  minister  having'  been  alienated, 
the  paiidi  voluntarily  bound  themselves  to  pay  hitn 
an  wnual  stipend.     This  he  relinquished  for"  fa  stbm 
of  money  i  with  which,  added  to  what  he  eouM'IMi^' 
r(Sw:fiNuilr  his- friends^  be  purchased  from  tfaiefaftiily 
of  Anstrutber  the  right  to  the  tithes  of  the  rie^iraife: 
Instead  o£tahing  his  title  to  th^e  fn)in'the  laUrd  of 
Anstruther  as  taeksmati,  in  'Whieh'fca^e  he  would 
have  secured  the  repsymetfiyif  wHat  he  heid^eix^ji^d- 
edy  fae  entered  to  the  benefits,  b]<' presentation  and 
inatitotion^  as  actual  minislier ;  thus  securing  it  to 
his  successors  in  office^*  acfd  iMvin^'  his  *faiiiily  tb 
Providence,  and  to  the  senlin^i^ntfi  bf  justice  and  jgra- 
titude  by  whidi  the  fiitwre '  iiicMnbeht  might '  be  a<v 
tuated.  He  paid  the  salary  of  the  schoolmaster  out  of 
his.ai^m  piArse ;  and  as  the  parish  was  popiilous,  jmd 
he  Was  often  called  kway  on  the  common  affairs  of  the 
churi^,  he  c6nstantly  maintained  an  a^i^litat^    Hie 
whole  conduct  in  this  affair  exhibits  s^feM  exam^lb 
of  ministerial  disinterestedness,  which,  in  this  cal- 
culating age,  will  be  in  danger  of  parsing  fw  sim- 
plicity, not  only  with  the  secular  clergy,  but  with 
those  whote  sjutrituality  is  so  exquisitely  sensitive 


for  Xikiiaw  and  miw  bim  pnmies  that  he  t^  ne^er  laif  ws  ff>r  any 
Taidlk  teapeet  m  kng  aa  he  lytlt  except  he  var  forssit  he  tfae  Hrk  and 
hia.MijeBtie,  hot'neiir  Mog  Ibnit  aither  be  Idrk  or  his  |^«|jtttie^ 
leim  wi^'1  (lb.  Octbber  4,  iA96.)  Had  the  mhifster  takra  that  step 
''  fivany.norldy  xejq^eet,**  coold  he  hiate  read  fliii'extH^jtLd^d^  taU 
nulB  of  ftfthbiicit  kMohdldrl  without  %  pni^of 'reiiioh^> 
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as  to  shrtBk  firom  tSi0  verf  idea  of  a  l^al  <Mr  fixed 
prorifiioii  lor  ministers  of  tlie  Gospel  *. 

James  Mdville  was  sueoeeded,  as  pnrfeasor  of 
Hebmw,  bjr  his  coosin  Patrick  Mdville,;  t«tw  had 
held  ike  same  iituation  at  Glasgow  t;"Ahdflt  the 
same  tifne  John  Calddengh  was  empUf^^t^  lAdh 
as)  a  iourth  professor  t-     ibrf)eMMii>^imB|titftifid*  itf 

fwer,  tjie  fawour  and  pfoaideDce  of  ray  guid  Gk)d.  For  giffhe  lyear  mj 
aijfin,  "with  rest  in  Lis  kirk,  I  "hope  he  mH  utreade  all  in;  dettesl^ 
Qir  taot>  Md  lllie  Intrant  be  %M#tM  of  tfie^  riran  ^  Ab  ai^^ 
j»iid  bit  coDtdene^  .w|)l  moi^fbt(n  tQ,V9j  tfbedeal;  mifg^  giff-bft  imH 
not,  the  grieff  and  lop  will  .b«  ^;mtter  to  baiff  sic  a  inan.  in  ,ihe  nrnm* 
nor  of  m jne  io  pay  my  deatteis  whowbeit  they  sell  tbe'bdoks  Mod  ple- 
Bearingf  f^  tbsK/  fe£fect^As  for  the  T«#ii  «bd  pttoAe  llie  betoefltiil^ 
deed  is  thairs :  let  them  thairfor^  as  I  hqpe  they  will^  consider  thair 
4ewtifr— *I  man  fmestU^  admoniscfae  tbaibami^<yf,.4MMit)Mir>>«^ 
t9  m&n  to  acdaam  agjuno  the  tytle  and  possjwuipftfi  oCt't^j  ^ailldir^ 
iiw  I  pranuse  htir.  a  oiiipa  And  valadlptiop,  4^^ 

YPie /^  fi^itM^  llf  4i0i  miil^^ 
lioa  o(  (Sioda  p^V*..  J 

t "  M.  ^atridus  Mdvin**  tngnt  the  Anides  4rf  ReHgifla  ia  the  IM- 
ir«nl^oC|St.  APfimniiAm  Aa87|i  aid  in  the  klktma^fmt  hi  mm 
chosen  one  of  the  iUotoK*a  assessors.    (Papeni  of  iOaiV4)j 

t  Grant  by  Jain^  to  Mr.  John  CaUbdeuf^^MM^I^ta,  .(M8^l» 
BihL  Fac  Joxid.  JBdin.  Jac  v.  L  IS.)  This  ratifletiMd  diqponsa  Is 
him  "  the  3d  place  of  the  Lectors  and  professors  Af  Ac  jsaid  aewCi** 
ledge/'  and  Aspdgwi  to  him  ''  for  his  stipend  y^ly  T)«r^  oknUifptf 
ijctaiiU.fePa^^;^"^  *  Hundred  pounds  v^e^^** ,  tl  «la|iaa  dMlle 
ha4  heen  d^gsea  by  the  Commisdonem  fof  tip  TnfyKtM^ilfOi^^0t 
Uniycgrdt^  i9d  imi  tan^t  witlOn  |he  laid.  ptoUige  .neptHyj^lly  mm 
that  time.  But  it  appears  fVom  the  Commissary^  B<mirdft4btt  Afftbtm 
lldi«Uk«;  Jfm^  MelTiliej  and  John  Rfimmitmfli  thamily  profb- 
SQnbet«ieea,l4fQ:imdU84.    .«  r/^    -  .    .'    r.''!  '.;.... 


\ 


tbr  cMsgt  until  the  year  1599,  whcfr^datdoaftioii 
of  his  death  or  reelgnatictai,  rhe  wte  mieoseded^fey 
John  Jmi8ton»  a  native  of  vAberdeensfaire^  and  of 
tiie£EU9^y  of  Crelniond*,  Aibet  finishit^  tim-^eii- 
4inaBrir;eottr8e  of  etndy  at  King'e  Cdkge;  JonbCoil 
ifr^nt  abraad^  iumI  continued  during  ci^htijrtafBito 
^an^t&iraito  t|iQUte  .and  steered  lettem  ok  iM^mABt  o» 
Jelnrated  universities  on  the  continent  f.  Having 
jj^e^  thj^  friendship  of  the  dbJuef  Ht^n(i|i  il^ 
wud  Gennanyw  and.«pent  somet  tiraaniii  Engkund,  he 
Mtumed  to  his^naCiveeottiittr^t '  JobMon^wA^^tt  ^^6et 
luid  divine  as.tviell  as  a, scholar.  Melville  had  heard 
lof  the  reputation  whieh  hei  had 'gained  ahroad»<and 
was  so  much  pleased  with  him  on  a  pfefsoniri:  inteav 
vidw,  that  he  never  ceased,  dntjl  ^ie  procured  him  as 
M  colleague  id  the,  i^ork  .of  tbocdogical^  inatruction.  ^ 

^    •J<d^<J4M^n<eaSi4lliattif  »Abeid(tteBiir       tiietit]e-^p^4Bf 
^Bm^o4t^hkit  ty^'doei  not neeettiril jr  imj^  tlMt  the  was  bom  In 

i»  ihM  kird  of  CiddbMi.  «  Ken  t  leiri^4«  M]^4U^4ff«Hfe»'i^^ 
of  B«nquhorie,  my  sold  kynd  maister^  in  taikei^''<«r'l»y^ditMeiM 

'  -  i-C9oiiidati#€Mitci«ai;  pet  Jtek  #cmMiiinii^>4.  -  tn  1A87,  he 
wu «t the UbWaMlt^rof  fidbutidfi  ^«4miic«^^1^  M8,  cdpy  of 

BiMsteuuui'i  if/jAcwitt,  to  Pfiider,  who  ^liohed  r'tectrnd  ^Hon  of 
tfact  poem,  iHtli'Otro'  e^igtann  by  Jltaifon.  fSptonfy  •  Geofgio 
••vdMMUi^4kodi^  Ui  a,  0.  florborniii  l^f .)  -  >nir  tM^  he  #ln  in  the 
IJfl^FiMty  of  lldtto«fc^''%hMhci<  Lipnvs  wtoio^to 
Milil%  >uhtloi4iidgiiiy  the'  «e«eipt  of  a  letter  indVj^oa^  from  hiiq. 
q^m^OipiniV'tttii. fiL'pf^'4ii  50^  In  ll»l> hef vatf  MJiyttg at ^ 
mti¥^^^iBmHnk  'M'  RMaoOlaiiime?    ByM  IML^  it  tKML  ^bi^ 

.  t  CooMkliv  ChH^litiij^Wfeiil^;  piA^'i,  ii  >  i&  the'SlBdiei^^ 
that  work  (4.  dd.  Feb.  1600.)  Jx>n8ton  *yv  hi^fiad'tfiflli  hoeiv  My 


iHia  adMiewm  wa^.ioppoeed  hy  Calddeiigh,  wbp 
Ibouglii  liuiiaelf  eBtitled  to  Bobertaon'^  plaoe^  and 
itad^rtcawcse  to  legal  measures  to  eixforoe  iiis  daim; 
«buttfa6  not  only  lost  Mb  cause,  but  was  aim  deprived 
«9f^the*i8ituation  wliicli  he  ajreedy.^held  iaitbe.adr 

rsiAiMiut  thig  time  the  Kiug^inviM  Ki^Jbrovgl^ 
4<kik»<liie  celebmted  Hebrew  schokar^.toftScofUoiiil^ 
J»ish0uldtbav0  mQHtionod.  h0£oTf^  ithftfc  J4^iaUk»  Jwvr 
led  Jn  ant  inyitatiau  to  CwtwHg}^  wnd^Trmvem^iiw 
two  «welMaioimi  nEiigUfih  nouoouformiet8» .  to  oont 
te  ^St.  AndreWi^  on  tfaeierectiim  of  the  theologicil 
«ikUege«iii!'that  ci|iy((^  Noue  of  these  imritatiQiW 
^al8->aieceptdd.*<''/'  .''.;iMti,  n.-  •.     :■. -fi:>  .■  ;  '    n 

U'  inr/tbe  {|p^aj^(Itf9Q^!ih^^yeMrable  Jim^ 
•ptincipal »of  fiti  Leonard's. Colleger aodxeGtOf-. of 41^ 
university,  died:  Bobert  WiUde  euocQsded>tO)rthe 
formte  of  thesepldces.  Melville  wii^^eteeMi  BeclMr J 
and  coi»|ii)iped  to.  hold  the  ofllc^  byii^i^e^stifni'te 
amuitiber.of  jrearsi^i  He  had  m|g0>tb<w»€awifi|fiw 

fourteen  J^n-  in  4lie  Vniyerrity  of  St.  ^ndrewvp^'  fainss  aoiMtiiii 
hebdomadal"  "BiiV'''^.'^J)li^ne  ^ihotiMm  ittiihtk"^^ 
lege'^'i^ai'tMled  ^iie'dfi'll^ddeM  of  StJiAdteiH>/«oi«fitf 
iMiaia  NovmMt  l^os^'f  .  {BMODd  of  KUk  aw(<ffy,of  .flft  Ani\ya) 


•  MdvilloVDUrj,  p.»S. 


•.■i.v  \.i»;-i.-;j  ,rj 


t  8tr7pe*8  life  of  WUtgill,  (anno  159^)  jk  4S!ii; 

M9-;  IfUt  it  ]ifm  internal  marka  of  having  beenrWrtttfln  in  IMQL 

b^reMelTflleteftlGH&^^gow.    lim^mMkaiikk/mdii^^ 

fffi€€  jy^  >4aiggii|.iy>  (fflidlg^ifti^)  Aianiaiia  CiiaiHaiiSi:>  (Ali^'i|ii 

(A.  Hayhu^  Reeton    Thomaa  Smetoniwa  ]7!0Ba^i««K  .  Aii^bn^Tlpiir 
▼inna  poQegy  fireliBctiia.  .  Mr.  JhyfiH  Wemty  piiii||^ 
§  Papora  of  toe  UntyieiBity*         *•  '  *      *    \  * 


( 


tearitf  at  shewing  hid  t«MiMiai'^aild  pm§mw  te 
thlefiiHi^rtwiteof  thetliJi?»rti«jr.  Iii  <he*  tiln«, 
when  the  studento  formed  a  M^petate  iMUlnutiity 
under  k  jtttisdfcticm  independent  of  the'towni^lii 
which^th^jr  iiesided^  friM)uent  fends  ocinM^  fo^f^elfii 
them  and  the  inhabitants.  The  students  of  ditittit^ 
»t.8«.'^ilnd»e^  had'fittid  up  a  plac^^  iiii>fl][»^^4Men 
of  <thelt!»  Ciblli^ge^in'whlch  ^they  inigii«'6n;^rtheifii- 
veWi«^&tttii(^ibetit  of  ^dothig  HHtliiithill^ibU'CUd* 
iBlfeiigft;  ^'otae'bf  ^^HiasMrd ^ ttiMAOjgyy btft  msafn 
^  a  scholar  In^'MMherf/'  ^iMtltitfhigiMnisiilfi^Me^daf 
Wfth  this  exerdse,  icrrershot')<llel^mafrk  so  iftu*,  thA 
IdsarroWy  fiying  over'wysraliiouseil/^ligfated  in'the 
neck  of  one  Tnmbull,  a  maltman,  whi;iihlippeBed:^to 
be  jmsAing  through  sttfjadjolliii%!bina<)^Tbci  iwoimd 
was  neMier  ^nlortal  nor  dhngSMW^i  but  teoine'  indi^ 
%4duttl8iwbs  w««e  ifiihaScaiito  the  Ne«^' Collie  laid 
hlM^eb  ihA»  iocMmt  to  iniBame'thb^miads  bf  ^diB  in*;- 

amWheO^  fwto^ithe  ^UHe^^ed  Ae  MUege^-iandilind^ 
ing  Melville's  chajpiber  secured,  called  for  fire,  and 
^^tiei^dto  burn  t^i(w>iJuseir  wjt^ 
tt^vimkes  Cakhdeugh  was-jiastertly^ideliifefed  oip  to 
iAiSSt' '^  By '  iiddl^sing  ^  thenr '  fromM  ivinAoft^,  and 
flattering  some  and  threatening  others,  Melville  sue* 
Medadr;->iB)?gauxaig.,tin)e#.'till  hia  friends  •  assembled 
ttd'Mi^lettMkiHi 'from -his  perilous  situation;  <*  ^Fhe 
iffl^fji-^^  to  the  po]^ular  j^lWotil^^  toiflc 

upiylfae  aumdhmoA  inaistod  tiiat^be^rwtmHahould  r^ 
litcMnee  all  right  to  judge  in  the  affair,  and  £nd  seen* 
rf^  id  proauc^'^^  Ihfem;  btrthe 


ktfd  a£  n^ty,  provided 'T«rti|ndl'il  womd'  pMteA 
IpoDtal^t.  (Boij^e  of  Ids  frleiid%  aburmed  at  the  sU^rm 
wiped  agnnst  the  niiiTeirBity,  "WwA  ead  gave  tiie  ee^ 
fKntjT'Vhiich  was  demanded ;  liut  l^wftued  te  otan^ 
piwiDLiie  hit  authority  or  allow  the  oiitMgb  i|i#'|M«sr 
UBiNamahed.  The  inagistratea  wotis  ateeikiiiigfy'f^ 
^U^sttvdmt,  and  oUiged  to  delete  ^thii  ^iMSigMkili 
fimni  itheir  Miceovda  ^E%e  mgleador^  itf  tibe'iio* 
Wers^ihrougfat  to^  trial,  end  would  hiiv^  beett  mv^Msf 
imni^hed,  had^net  MeiMUe  'put  aetopte  <lieprM&4 
cutioei^nponitheifSttbinlBsion  and  giving  b<AHL  fitf 
their  peaceful  coooduct ;£3r  the  futnref^ 
j«He  wasno  less  readytO' support  the  auldioritf  o£ 
the  ^magistrates  ofidieiowiiy  whenassafled  by  the 
turbulent  iandaasbitiioua^  than  he  was  tot  aaeert  tb^ 
si^falaof^thenniyaNiity.  l%e  affairs' of  the  btooi^gfr 
had  been  grossljr  mismanaged  -  under  tiie€lreelioli^ 
LearmoBt  of  Dainsie,  a  ndghbmufri^Hj^tlJnitti,^ 
who  had  for  niany^yeai^  hdd  th^'ttffib6'brr^i»to^^^ 
lb  tihe  yearl59fi^  the  buiges«e^«trAilJj^«b^^^ 
of  thenc  ri^&t,  eLm^miyO^'  itfdMdua  ^^^ddrf 
magishrateii  *■  Ihcetf^i^  at  bMng'^duA»i  fitom  ^Utti^^ 
fiee  which  he  ctosM^ed  as  hereditai^  in  his  QhtSlfi 
Sairsie  sought  to  revenge  himsdf  i^'a  #ay  wffiei^ 
was  then  too  oommon ;  and  BalfbuF  ^  du]Aey*,^Mit^ 
at  hisfiriendB^  repeatedly  enterM  St^  ^AMi:^6wtl'l^^^^^ 
ring  themight Ht  the  head  of  mtt^ittfli)[e^%]te;tfWP 
c«Lt.^1^«d«i.«,  upon  «..U««Wte«i«-0» 
one  oceai^ion^  Deirtie  having  apprMdbect4ii&tfaMft^ 

*  See  Nofe  FF.  t  UAvmet'DMty,  pp.  ffiH,  99$. 


wafpRtntes,  despairing  of  tttfaffiaUe  to  iqipoB&hintj 
jHopoeed  to  capitulate.  But  Mdidlle  enooungect 
them  to  stand  out  for  thwr  ■  independance.  '  H^ling^ 
DMemUed  the  meiffbers  of  tfaa  univnsit^i  heipem 
sgadedrtbtnft  to  take  axnn  in  defence  of  tbeimlvcu 
ttuwiy^Mit  }i)ipseif  at  tkelr  head,withavhitaiEp«ak^ 
tb9,ba«tge  of  hv^Rfwtorial  offine,  iaibisihani^  aidjaiai 
^^tibfl  £prtwa:of,'tl»e  town  tad  (if  same'aeighbdiinngf 
gwtl^wn  1^  went  out  to  ntti,  Daiisisi  «iad  gawt 
^im  such  ».reaepfci«a  an  diseOiu^edilninifroaaK-) 
peating  his  tuibuWnt  and  ttlegBl  a^ineaaiona  *.  -'i 
7 .  Att^ie  hia  qthiW  employraautat  MetviU»aotedifor 
Mvaial  years  as:  a  niUny. eidgfiin- the !«oagTi^pa.iof 
of  8t.  Andrews.  It  was  a  matter  tef  iiAportanoer  ab 
tlbat  early  period,  tkat  kUk-aesaiena  diaiihl!ooalUds< 
qi^  individpaJH  Yrjthin  thor  iMnuida,  a%  iadddi*! 
t^ijf^  ftft,  iir^jgK^ ,  ,q)iaUfi«ation8»,  pooiBswd  aapexiod 
Iqww]«^g«.#n4innflu>n4a-. -l4>boroiig^»i.it  iwaa  th» 
alino^  is^arialole  puab^a.to  h&ra  rsppie  t>f  the  eMenf 
^hown-froia .  awpjBg  t^  jfRBgi^ttrMg^  ./H^  eamiiiDx 
stawe*  i^OBuected  Tith,-theiH4tux».Qf[  the  offenoes' 
nanaUy  tried  and  the  paaishmMtta'deanfed  .a^aioai 
ttiem  by  the  l^islature,.  led  to  that)  apparent  coo* 
foMndiqg.^f  the  two  jwisdictions^  which  ia  apt  to 
Bigfke  thoee  .who  bs^ien  to  look  mto  the  ancient  ro. 
qgipTf^  ctf  kiirlcTiV^oas  as  an.an<Hqaly,44ul  Acoutra- 
4i«:^on  totlwtpniie^ea  of  the  Preahylwisai,chui)dL> 
A^^hogUuuqg  of  the  Beianmtifmi  tbflildrii*efl». 


JiM  i:i1nls  6i<  AK0REW  ueltiLLE. 


of  8t  AAdrew9were  in  thelialnt  of  taOiiig  in 
the  princi{MQ  profSeiBSors  of  the  coU^es,  and  taking 
didr  advice,  in  the  decision  of  the  nteet  difficult 
tetises  which  came  before  them  *•  From  experienoe 
of  the  benefit  derired  from  their  advice^  it  came  to 
he  l3i6  common  practice  to  chooae  a  dsxtatn  number 
itf  dtders  from  the  university  everjr  yeaff  •  Upon 
the  aame  principle  ministers  or  preadien^  who  hap- 
ptaed  to  reside  in  the  town  were  taken  intothieses- 
aion ;  and  it  may  startle  our  aoathem nfeigfabounrto 
team,  that  even  archbishops  were  diosen  to  be  rid- 
ing elders,  and  did  not  think  themselves  d^raded 
by  occupying  an  inferior  form  in  the  lowest  tourt 

«f  the  nresbyterian  ehureh  t-    The  general  law  of 

■■ .,  ■  -  •     J '  ■      "" ' . 

*  Cffnetof  diT(Me%we  tried  t)elbre<herslbnDfld  dmtfA'tdmi^ 
previously  to  the  ersqtion  of  tb«  oommlMaryomqlBt  Ui4j^  rpiiMiUp 

touQ  against  Gedde^  the  sentence  runs  in  'the  folloTOig  terms  i  *'  We 
the  minister  and  seAidiE^  of  this  our  Chrlstlin  CSgregitiofi  mlh^'  file 
ytiocbin  of  Sanetaiidrofe  Jiidgts  hi  the  &eAmn  id  xMltm  gioftia— In 
|iM  [[pKetenoe)]  of  Mr.  Johne  Dowg^  J^ectour  «f*  tho  fi|iw«|ie  of 
Sanctandrds  Johne  Wynrame  Supprior  men  of  sinffular  eriiditioan 
ini  TnderBM9fng  hi'  the  9cflptd^gn  anA  iftnrd  't^  Oiod;  Wffli  %b. 
WdlUame  Skene  and  Jcteit  Enttafiude niAii  ^  mmak^  ia  ^aoadrj 
•ciences^  with  ^uhome  w^  c^mnnicatet  the  secxetea  of  th^  nMriti.of 
the  said  actioun  and  caus  being  be  ws  and  them  hard  and  seanej"  &c 
(Record  of  Kirk  Session  of  St.  Andrewis^  March  tl,  1559.)^ 

t  The  nme  praetice  was  ohaervied  at  Obagow.  (EaimliMra 
Reoorda  of  Kirk  Session  of  Glaagow.  Wodnnr>  JUfe  «f  .jD^viid 
Weemea,  p.  28,  MSS.  vol.  iii.) 

i  **  The  names  of  Eldars  and  DeadOnis  choain  vpon  ye  19  daje  of 
October  1571.  Eldara.  Mr.  Johno  Dongjaa  iiriiliiriini  H  nekm^ 
Sanctandr.  Mr.  Thomas  Balfour^  Mr.  John  Rutherfuid,  Mr.  W^ 
Cok^  Mr.  James  Wylkie/'  &c.  (Record  of  Kirk  Session  of  St.  An- 
drews.) Mr.  Robert  Wilkie  was  chosen  an  dder  immediately  after 
he  resigned  the  pastoral  inspMtion  tf  'fbe^ongrqittion.  ({b.  An. 
«0,  1590.) 


■ 


Xips  or  AHi»»|BV.JC£(.TttJje.        ^9|7 

.  thtixk^Ech  wag,  that  the  elders  and  dwcom  «hould 
Iffi-  diqsen  bjr  the  voife  of  the  congregation,  orer 
tirhich  they  were  placed.  But  deviations  were  xa^de 
fromthis  law  at  an  early  period*  and  in  some  coogie- 
gations  the  formal  election  was  assumed  by  the  ses- 
uon  Y  although  the  people  still  retained  a  right  ijo 
add  to  the  leet  or  list  of  nonuneeti,  as  weU,.as  to  ob- 
ject to  those  who  were  chosen  upon  "  the  serving  of 
their  edict"  The  office  c^  an  elder  in  those  times  was 
far  from  being  merely  nominal.  .Those  whoacceptwl 
it  were  bound  to  give  regular  attendance  on  tiae  meet- 
ings of  sessiont  which  were  held  at  least  once  a-week* 
The  town  and  parish  of  St.  Andrews  was  divi^ad 
into  districts,  and  over  each  of  these  a  certain  nuin- 
ber  of  elders  and  deacons  were  appointed  as  inspec- 
tors and  visitors,  whose  duty  it  was  to  report  to  the 
eesaion  on  the  state  of  morals  and  the  necessities  of 
ibe  poor.  Such  elders  as  were  professors  appear  t|Q 
have  been  exempted  &om  this  pact  of  duty,  in  oob- 
sideration  of^their  acad«nleal  chai|^ ;  but  they  were 
required  to  assist  the  paBtora.ia.the  e»ftminatioB.of 
the  ocaigregation  before tlieeamAaniou.*^.'  Theses- 
irion  took  cognizance  of  all  open  violations  of  the 
moral  law,  not  only,  unchastity,  but  also  non-at- 
tendance: on  religious  indinances,  profane  swearing, 
sabbath-breaking,  undntifolness  to  parents  and  other 
relations,  neglect  of  the  education  of  children,  druuk- 

'  -ranesa^  slaadec,  backbiting,  and  even  scolding.   -Ja 

•  Bccord  of  tbe  Kirk  Scadoa  of  St.  Aodnwa,  AftU  19,  UB^  ud 
April  f.  l«B»,eoH9K<d  irithUwMiuti-o'.DMeBitMe  S,  UM. 
VOL.  I.  Z 
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some  sessions  it  was  the  custooiv  as  a  pve|Munitioa 
for  the  conuaimioBy  to  nominate  a  ce]!tain  iuunbev 
of  elders  as  arbiters ;  and  such  membevs  of  the  con* 
gregation  as  were  at  yarianoe  with  one  anotheiv 
were  publicly  warned  to  attend  on  a  particular  day» 
and  fii^bmit  their  differences  to  an  extra-judicial  de-> 
c»ion^  And  there  are  examples  of  their  proceeiMng 
in  certain^  causes  by  way  of  inquest  and  the  nonri-; 
nation  of  a  jury.  Tlie  session  was  no  lesa  steic^  in 
the  inspection  which  it  exercised  over  its  owiinem- 
bers.  At  their  entrance  to  office  tl^y  were  sworn 
to  observe  the  sessional  statutes,  and  a  day  was  an- 
nually fixed  for  administering  the  privy  eeiuures^ 
wbidi>  at  that  period,  were  something  more  than  a 
form.  On^  that  occasion,  the  ministers,  elders,  and 
deacons  were  removed,  one  after  another ;  their  con^ 
duet,  both  in  and  out  of  court,  was  judged  of  by 
the  remainder;  and  each  was  commended,  adoio^ 
nished^  or  rebuked,  as  his  behaviour  was  thought  ta 
have  merited'^. 

Melville  had  been>  instrumental  iii'  proounng  fot 
St.  Andrews  two  faithful  and  labwioua  ynitiJBtfy^ 
David  Black  and  Robert  Wallace.  The  fbrmeir  «f 
these,  in  particular,  was  most  indefotig^ble  in  tibt 
discharge  of  his  pastoral  fiinctions,  and  exerted  hink> 
self  in  reviving  the  ecclesiastical  discipline,  and  in 
taking  care  that  the  different  members  of  his  ses* 
sion  performed  their  respective  duties  in  the  most 
efficient  manner.     By  these  means  he  produced,  du- 

•  S«»Nol»GG. 
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yimg  Use  short  pertod  t)f  hig'  m«U]tiben(^,  tt  strikiiig 
leefcNfitiatioii  on  hiis  pwplBf  hf  chedkkig  vice,  pl^ 
moting'  religious  kuf^wl^dge,  atld  diminishing  pouv 
perisM.  Td  strengthen  the  hands  of  this  isealom 
ininister,  was  one  great  object  which  Melville  Bad 
in  view  in  tmdertakitig  the  office  of  an  elder.  Which 
he  accepted  in  1591»  and  continued  to  hold  ttnH 
Black  was  forced  from  St.  Andrews  *. 

As  a  member  of  presbytery,  Melville  attend^ 
attd  took  part  in  the  weekly  exereke.  Two  menlj^ 
bers,  according  to  the  order  of  the  roll,  delivered 
each  a  discourse  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  presby-t 
tery.  The  efae  explained  a  passage  of  Sciriptum^ 
and  the  other  stated  and  briefly  iltuBtrated  the  doe^ 
trines  which  it  contained ;  after  which  the  presl)y« 
tery  gave  their  opinion  of  the  performance^  Iii 
their  form  these  discourses  bongr  a  Resemblance  to  ^ 
Exerd^e  ondAdditiom  in  our  diviility-halls^  and  oft 
tibials  for  Ucense  and  oiidination.  Swsh'  students  of 
divinity  as  were  recommended  by  their  pfofesMni 
weK&'  aUowed^  to  take  part-  in  them,  after  they  h»d 
given  a  satisfactory  specimen  of  their  gifts  befoM 
die  presbytery  (in  what  wbsi  caBed)  the  pntfote  e» 
erdse,    A  contribution  was  sometimes  levied  fronj 


*  Melville*8  Diary,  pp.  S15,  837.  Boik  of  the  Uniy.  Kirk,  f.  Hf, 
a.  Record  of  Kirk  Session  of  St  Andrews,  Nov.  11,1 590 — Dec.  1596, 
passim,  ''  Erat  hie  Blackius,"  (says  Calderwood)  *'  et  vitae  et  sin- 
eeH  animi  Urade  omni  raemoria  dignus.  Delectus  ad  FVinani  Andreii 
Mimatbr,  iu  Ecclesiam  illam  administravit,  at  in  Unto  populo  (janf 
enim  plures  quam  SOeo  qui  Sacram  Ccpnam  percipiunt)  nemo  mendim 
cus  eoKspiceretur,  nemo  Sabbatum  auderet  violare,"  (Altare  Danfasc.. 
p:  T61.) 

z  2 
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•the  members  to  purchase  WHiiaeptagies  on  those 
.parts  of  Scripture  which  were  thus  explaiaed^  for 
the  use  of  such  as  were  deficient  ia  books ;  af^  this 
Jiaid  the  foundation,  in  sereral  instancesiy  of  {KCVby- 
tery  libraries.     In  the  year  1597>  the  Genial  A^ 
^aembly  enjoined  an  additional  exiercise  to  pr^sl^^ 
ides.     Once  every  month  a  question xdaimgit^Bfom 
spoint  in  diyinityi  controverted  iby  the^  adv^r^arieci  of 
the  trutib,  wmA  substituted  for  the  <irdina|sy^  s^ibjeft 
idf  presby terial  ^  exeroitation.     One  of  the  m^wbl^ 
in  his  turn  discussed  the  qiuestion ;  afb^  whichs  1^ 
defended  his  thesis  against  the  Qlgectipns  started >fa^ 
his  brethren;     The.  4i9ooucse  wa9  delivered  b^ore 
the  people  and  in«£nglish :  the  disputation  \?as  heVl 
in  private  and  in  the  Latin  language*  ;  In  pQiiit.ff 
ibrm,  our  modem  Maege^U  correspQuds  to ithis, per- 
formance.   The  Presbytery  of  Aberde^i  y^m^  i€W* 
^aiderably  litter  than  their  bpelhsen  of  jthe-^oiith  in 
t^ening  this  theological  pdleflitra»/but>>^hey«jppeiEirjto 
have  totered  very  much  into  theispiritrof  ithe^acer- 
eise ;  i  for  thej^  agreed  ihat  f^  i  the  headiof  wAtraveiiBy 
should  be  i  handled  every  fourteen  .day»»'V.9nd  .thmr 
minutes,  inform  us^/thattthe  brother  who  .toc4(  t^ 
^lead  in  it  ^^  did  marvellous/V    Thiailactfrnay.  per- 
haps help  to  accoimt  for  the  superior  dexterity  whk^ 
the  ZkMtfor^/^^derci^em  afterwaidaaitt^ined  ii^  ti^ 
use  of  controversial  wea)tons,  ismd  which.  jtheJ.^^^ 
played  sd  eonspkuously  in  Uieii?  ^]iQbr^4  p^^ 
with  thye  daampions  of  the  covenant .  \^^tef (or 
may  be  in  this,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  pres- 
byterial  exercises  werc  useful  in  sharpening  the 


jndgmtmt,  and  Btimtdatii^  the  ardonr  of  the  minit* 
ters,  tmi  particularly  the  younger  port  of  theiD,  In 
their  ^vate  studies  *. 
The  ex^liom  made  at  this  time  shew,  tliat  tbe 
~  fathers  of  our  church,  in  seeking  to  substitute  preS- 
liytery  in  the  room  of  prelacy,  stretched  their  ^ews 
'be;pmd':tiie  establkhment  of  a  mere  form  'df  Molo- 
siasUeal' polity,  and  that  it  was  their  grand  tAijeet 
to  jwovlde  an  evangelical  mirfytry  which  should^  hie 
efficient  for  the  purposes  of  dlflbsing  the  knbwtedge 
«nd  promoting  tiiepOvcer  of  religion;'  During  tfa^  pfr. 
riod  of  tiie  Tnlchbn  Episcopacy,  a  number  of  per- 
sons  had  been  inducted  into  parishes  who  were  desti- 
tute of  gifts,  or  who  laboured  uAder  other  disquall- 
ficatlons.  Prett^'teries,  for  sortie  years  after  tlieir 
erection,  were  employed  in  lem^ying  this  evil.  The 
GMieral  Assembly  repeatedly  ^ipointed  commission- 
en  to  assist  in  tbe  work ;  giving  thera  power,  along 
trtdi  the  reSpetitive  presbyteries  fiiiicfa  they  visited, 
to  try  all  actual  miniaters,  and  to  suspend  (w-deprivie 
those  whom  they  fcnmd  unqualified.-  In  eonsequenoe 
c^  this,  several  individualB,  in  different  parts  of  tite 
country,  were  deposed  from  the  ministerial  office ; 
some  were  fpuspended  for  a  time,  w  translated  to 
more  obscure  comers ;  and  others  were  admonished 
of  their  defidencies  and  exhorted  to  give  themselves 
to  reading  and  study.  The  measure  was  miqnes- 
tionably  an  extraordinary  one,  and  may  he  blamed 
by  some  as  an  undue  and  unwarrantaUe  stretch  of 

•  9m  Note  HH. 
ZS 
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authority.  3«ii  it  sfaewsB  the  zeid  for  the  credit  and 
nf  ejfulnefss  of  their  order  with  whieh  the  ministert 
were  at  that  time  animated ;  and  it  will  be  difficult 
to  prove  that  the  es^euti^l  end  of  the  pastoral  fonc- 
tjioor-— the  instruction  and  edijicatioa  of  the  people-«^ 
pught  to  be  sacrificed  to  forms,  or  that  it  shonld  be 
indefinitely  postponed  from  respect  to  personal  daixns 
whieh  had  been  irregularly  and  unjustly  acquired 
during  a  coirupt  administratioii  ^.  So  far  as  a  judg*- 
nient  C9a  be  f<^rmed  from  the  records  which  reuuun, 
this  delicate  trial  appears  to  have  been  oo&ducted 
with  impartiality,  and  with  all  that  tenderness  to 
iiodividual/B  whidi  was  consistent  with  justice  to  tha 
public. 

Melville  exerted  hinasetf  with  mudii  success  ia  the 
plantation  of  vacant  parishes  within  the  bouiids  of 
the  presbjrtery  of  which  he  was  a  member.  Wheo 
he  first  came  tp  St.  Andrews  there  were  n^  above 
five  parishes  provided  with  mimstens ;  hut  in  tbe 
course  of  a  few  years  the  number  had  incroaaed  to 
sixteen.  This  object  was  effected  duefly  by  hie  ea^ 
ertions»  joined  to  those  of  his  nephew  and  JSlaekfi 
^potswood  takes  no  notice  of  this  meritorious  serviet} 
blit  he  details  with  great  minuteness  the  particulara 
of  a  dissension  which  arose  in  that  presbj^ryon  om 
easion  of  the  settlement  of  the  parish  of  Leuchars* 
The  presbytery  (he  says)  was  divided  in  opinion  as  to 
the  candidate  most  fit  for  the  charge;  Melville  being 

• 

*  See  the  authorities  brought  forward  in  the  last  mentioned  Note* 
t  Melville's  Diary,  pp.  837,  24^ 
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at  the  bead  of  the  one  party,  and  Thomas  Buchanan 
of  die  otiver.  Impittiezit  of  contradiction,  and  irrir 
tated  at  being  left  in  the  minority,  Melrilie  made  a 
secession  from  the  majority,  and.  along  with  those 
who  supported  him,  constituted  another  presbytei^ 
in  the  New  College.  At  the  desire  of  tbe  provin* 
cial  synod  of  Ftfe,  the  tynod  of  Lothian  Bent  tfarea 
of  their  members  to  compose  this  disgraceiul  striift 
Melvfile  d^ianded  himself  fay  j^eading^  that  the  cani 
didate  preferred  by  his  opponents  was  not  to  ft* 
tompared  with  the  individual  whom  he  Bupportedi 
and  that  votes  ought  to  be  weighed  and  not  num^ 
bered.  And  the  umpires  could  find  mk  other  itof 
of  restoring  peac%  than  that  of  dividing  the  presby- 
tery into  two,  and  appointing  the  one  to  meet  at 
St  Andrews  and  tbe  other  at  Cupar*.  It  has  beeA 
Aewn  -by  a  contemporary  writer  that  thb  avchbiv 
shop  has  misrepresented  and  grossly  exaggerated 
tiiis  affair  f .  To  gain  the  greater  credit  to  hie  bMx* 
rative.  after  it  was  contradicted,  Spotswood  states  iit 
his  history,  that  he  was  himself  cale  of  the  delE^;ata 
appointed  by  the  synod  of  Lothian  to  reconbile  the 
parties.  The  minute  of  that  appointinent  ie  now 
before  me.  It  mentions  that  "  a  little  dissensioit'* 
had  fiUlen  out  among  the  membeis  of  the  presbytery 
(tf  St.  Andreirs,  who  bad  agreed  to  submit  the  mob- 

*  Spotnrood'allUtoirk  P.SBS. 

t  Cdderwood,  EpiiL  PhUadelphi  Vindicis:  Altare  Damage,  p.  T9S. 
Ttw  tract  referred  to  ia  an  answer  to  Refiitalio  Libelli  de  Regimiite 
£ielai»SmHaiitm,ir\Mt  ^MtnroodpuUidledih  IMOtsad  inXrUeh 
be  fint  brought  forward  thii  accuntion  againat  MdnUo.  '  i 


(er  in  dispute  ta  certain  hivrtbtcfia  belongii^to  oihet 
pf esbyteries ;  it  specifies,  the  fo^r  ininisters  v^iom 
the  ^ymod  *^  licentiated"  to  go  ta  £ife  on  jthiB  hmu 
ne^&ij ,  and  alf^  tboee  who  were  af^pouuted .  to:  sapply 
IJieiv^pUce  during  thek  absence ;  but SpotsimMi  waa 
ij^Q  pf  fl^eipi  npr  doe»  hia  nam^rMi^.  itt/jdH&inik 
pi^*^(  ^t,i^  possible  that  tb^ ai^bidMiptia^t/lb« 
present  at  l^t^Andrawao^  the;qcipasii€a3iJ:e%]^^ 
IfuJ^ip,  i^  al^Q  jK)^ible^  tbatt  owwg  i  to/  thm  iwdtipfik 
jrity  ff^aeculari^if^g^osrnients  wFhi^.b^tW«^^ftei9r 
IRarda.j^olM^ri^a  memory,  doeejiv^^ii^^and  thol 
i^  Ima^^ned  lie  hfl^.  beena  wi^my^  oft  i^^lbe^  jm4 
i99lf  h^^  by  report.  .  ^  i  /  ..:  .  ? 

.,^,fl^e,,^a^bia]^rdp^s  npt  fwceal  tJiiejtYhe  intrfr 
,4nce^  thif vpUffj^,  ^  ^t^;  itjbwt)  M^FiHe.  vW«a  4lici^p0r 
4)lf!r  jo|  broolong  ;9^binis6io«  tp  t^e  ipmty  wlmk  |b# 
4i^  est^J>U|^^d«  aff4  thati  pi?e3by t^rwA^^enm^Mt 
jnativfily  tend^  to  pffpduqe  d^oM;As4  #v^i^.  ,Sut 
l[yJiip,d(peanot  perceii^e  thj|t  Buchia.flwdfiiftf  irm^QO- 

-lflSi?p4?^ffWl]*wv)9t  wd.weak?v  j;]MtA^nawfobifbnp 

frffffft*i  )^^  :f  =  f9P9tfin^^  ?ia)ifih;Jhie 

j^cr^^,,.]^tMfeff  Vm^  m4  3«ffiabw-*bwH^[tite 

^oi?e  of  ,1^ ^wii^l^r,,  wljicb  waa {".ep  abw^ lba<^il*wf 
^  departed ,  ^m^  tfre,  one ;  ipPQmjAht(  otifee?  Eviv«t 
.  ]cirpuld  he  b^e.pronoiuM^  i/l  ,al^  \  ?,  ,tOj  b|2^  ion[)i»f^ 

.^jt^tirti^^gQwrnmept  wWc*  (iBj;tfc^.[)>Wgiwiiilg 

.  d]|d  bres^k  Jpprth  into  such  Bcbiianwat  cpiUd  ;noft  i^ 

"  (sontinue  ?"    Wherever  affairs  a^rftiAfic^y^  ]fcQr#ijrtl»^ 


lalitfitf  roiets,  ftdlff«i«attte'<of  6|^b^b,  ftteA^  iMta^ 
qnentiy  {^position,  may  be  expected  to  arl««.  'Id 
■iqiporting  measures  which  they  believe  to  be'cdtii' 
duraT«  to  public  good,  men  of  haneBt  and  indepeod^ 
ent  BiiiidB  wiU'display  a  -nramath  afld  iai  etLmtsttiiiik 
windt'wiii  appear  «xc«BBive  iiiHl'inMmt>etttt«/t6''tM 
lok&tmvn  and  tenlpori^ag-.  And- as  th^  are  'iiHA 
of  liktf  pasbkHn  vHth^othtt^,  'theft- 'fce^  Vrift'tSdH^ 
fltou^  fauhy  tlMtti'btyonil  4h^'bmmd»' of  t4*aiMi>^ 
and  ModeratiOT.'  Bwflie 'ttf?fgltt<!nfed"fri*Dtf  ttf  A 
fir^  govenuhettt  WlB^'tuH'Bfr  YO&^eA  HftH^^ctiati^ 
fiMiMted  on  the  p^iiri  ideOfivAMttices  01*  incidet^ 
tal  evils  to  which  it  may  lead.- -Though 'liot'iMI% 
in  love  n4tft'  ffiMftti)  bttd  edhttiitJOtt' tbm  hther 
in*n,  he- knows  tbit  AnlfliWoiW  (rf  ■tfrift'ldnd'  at^^ 
eeparaUe  from  the  spirit  of  libeirty..  eaa  that'  the^ 
<iK'Dftenprodactife(yf'gobd:'  HVi^'cdfi-ribetdtblk 
Jtiiwe  ^  a' <tte«!«Biffy> MAd UtoOtttahle;' jte WieH' Hrkt 
-hateifiil  tod  nogodiy;  Miiftv'  Be  i«  atrat«.  that  whei^ 
'  ftll  thingb  ar^ 'd«ckled  frf  the  tiAItrtary  win  of  an  fn- 
d&vldu^,  AisHensioK  ahd'  diMeM'iE^  Oike  precluded. 
-'Butfaekncnra  sho,  CbM  tit$^  M'th^  'lianb6hy  aha 
pecic6  ^t'trlch  is  to  be  folihd  ftt -tier  j^on  tand  the 
'  j^ave  t  «9id  he  would  prefer  tite  disunion  and  even 
'iqiroar'trf' which  a  ddiberatiTe  assembly  is  some- 
times afaijfeiik  and  eonvtdsMi  to  tbe  a|ipidling  tran- 
quillity'and  death-tike  Btillness  whieh  reigns  in  the 
-MUite  tif  de«potIam'. 

Before  resuming  the  narrative  of  public  transac- 

ekine*  the  venerable  snperintendcsitof  Ai^pM.'''1%te 
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^aiightened  €yid  puUic^pirited  haroo,  will  be  f»» 
membered  as  one  of  the  early  and  most  distinguid^ 
ed  patrons  of  literature  in  Scotland.     In  the  wars 
against  the  English^  he  had  displayed  his  courage 
and  love  to  the  independence  of  his  tiative  country^. 
He  embarked  with  great  zeal  in  the  struggle  for  the 
Reformation ;  and  after  the  triumph  of  that  causey 
served  the  <^urch  first  as  a  superintendent  and  af« 
ta*wards  as  a  parochial  minister  f.     If  at  a  latev 
period  he  suffered  himself  to  be  entangled  by  the 
politics  of  the  court,  and  lent  the  influence  of  his 
name  to  the  suppert  of  measures  ii\jurious  to  the 
churchy  his  advanced  age  and  the  difficulty  of  the 
times  may  be  pleaded  as  an  extenuation  of  his  &ult. 
When  incapacitated  for  active  employment,  he  re* 
tained  his  literary  habits,  and  continued  in  his  closet 
to  pursue  the  studies  connected  with  the  sacred  pro* 
fession  to  which  he  had  devoted  himself^     His 


*  Beague's  History  of  the  Compagnes  1548  and  1549,  pp.  10,  40, 
47—69. 

t  On  the  94tli  of  March,  1574,  ''  Thomas  Erfikaae  lauGh&U  sonBe 
to  Johne  £rskine  of  Dwn"  was  presented  to  "  the  personage  and  vi- 
earage  of  Dwn." — On  the  «th  of  August,  1575,  ^'  Our  soureine  loid 
being  informed-^of  his  weilbelouit  Johne  erskine  aad  of  his  lang  tnn 
TeUis  in  the  ministerie  w^in  the  kirk  of  Go4»"  preaeais  him  to  '^  tht 
personage  and  vicarage  of  Dwn — vacand  be  deceis  of  M.  James  £r- 
skine;*'  and  requires  the  superintendent  of  Fife  to  admit  him,  '^  see- 
ing it  is  knawin  he  is  qualifeit/'    (Register  of  Present  to  Benefices.) 

%  Dedicatory  verses  to  The  Winter  Nighty  a  poem.  The  dBdic»i» 
tion  is  inscribed,  ''  To  the  right  godly  worshipfvU  and  vigilani  pai* 
tor  in  Christs  kirke,  Johne  Erskin  of  Dun,-^ames  Anderson  Minia- 
ter  of  CoHace,  wisheth  grace,"  &c.  The  exoellenoe  of  this  imatt 
work  certanly  itoea  not  lie  m.  Che  poetry;  but  it  wenl  tJtamigh 
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death  took  place  on  the  16th  of  Octofaer,  1592,  and 
in  the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age  *. 


nfl  editions.  Thst  of  1599^  inentioiied  by  Herbert,  I  do  not  connder 
$B  ihe  earUest  one.  I  quote  from  Andro  Hurt's,  printed  about  I614i 
The  following  is  &e  concluding  stanza  in  the  address  to  JSrskiae: 

I  can  not  dite  as  Ihou  hast  done  deserue. 

In  Kirk  and  court,  countrey  and  oommonweale  > 

Caref ull  tl\e  kirk  in  peace  for  to  preseme : 

In  court  thy  counsell  was  stout,  and  true  as  Steele^ 

Thy  policie  decores  the  country  well. 

In  planting  trees,  and  building  places  faire. 

With  costly  brigs  oner  waters  plaint  tepaive. 

-    The  poem  itself  begins  thus : 

The  winter  night  I  think  it  long. 
Full  long  and  teugh,  while  H  ouetgaqg 
The  winters  night  I  think  so  long 

Both  long  and  dreigh  till  day. 
Full  long  think  I  the  winters  night. 
While  daye  breake  up  with  beams  so  lir^ht 
And  banish  darknesae  out  of  sight 

And  works  of  darknesse,  Aa. 

The  winter  night  that  I  of  meane 
Is  not  this  naturall  night  I  weine. 
That  lakes  the  light  of  the  sunneshine 

And  differs  from  the  day. 
But  darknesse  of  our  miade  it  is 
Which  hides  from  us  the  hearens  blisse 
Since  Adam  first  did  make  the  misse 

In  paradise  that  day. 

• 

«  Act  Buik  of  the  Commissariat  of  St  And>  Oct  25,  159^  and. 
Apr.  19,  1594.— Spotswood  fixes  his  death,  by  misUke,  on  the  ISth, 
of  Murch,  159^.  He  also  represents  him  as  '*  leaving  behaid  htm  % 
numerous  posterity.  (Hist.  384.)  But  his  Will  mentions  My  '^hii^ 
son  and  air  and  Margaret  ErakiBe  his  dochfer"  who  w«re  mmmt  «id 
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'  The  affairs  of  the  kingdom  were  still  in  a  very 
unsettled  stat6.  His  Majesty,  after  his  return  from 
Denmark,  had  promised  to  reform  his  administra- 
tion, and  having  assembled  the  chief  barons,  exact- 
^  from  them  a  pledge  that  they  would  lay  aside 
their  deadly  feuds ;  but  he  held  the  reins  of  govem- 
Vbent  with  such  a  weak  and  unsteady  hgnd,  that 
these  scenes  of  lawless  disorder  were  renewed,  and 
murders,  accompanied  with  circumstances  of  shock- 
ing  atrocity,  were  perpetrated  with  impunity  in  the 
Very  heart  of  the  kingdom  *.  He  had  pledged  him- 
self to  his  Parliameiit  to  rule  by  the  advice  of  his 
counsellors,  and  "  to  suffer  none  to  int;ervene  be- 
twixt  his  Highness  and  them  in  the*  credit  of  their 
offices  f/*  But  the  spirit  of  favouritisni'  was  too 
strong  in  bis  breast  to  suffer  him  to  adhere  long  to 
this  course,  and  his  ablest  statesmen  found  theiir 
measures  defeated  by  the  secret  influence  9f  the  com- 
panions of  his  amusements,  and  of  such  a^  had  other- 
wise insimiated  themselves  into  his  fgood  grtaotM. 
Captain  James  Stewart,  i)(^ho  had  f0rmerl3r  rendered 


whofie  ''  tuitioun  fj^ng  $c  keeping^'  he  left  to  '^  hi*  weUbdoTit  gpooi 
Margaret  Kaith  thair  mother." — '*  The  nohle  and  potent  Lord  Bobat 
Lord  Altrie"  (probably  Mrs.  Erskine^B  broiher)  was  one  of  ihcsr 
"  tutouris  testamentaris.** 

•  Richard  Preston  of  Craigmillarj  a  gentleman  of  exceQent  diarao* 
ter^  was  basely  stabbed  to  deaths  when  he  was  in  the  act  of  gi^B| 
alms  to  his  murderer^  David  Edmonston,  who  had  accosted  l^m  wh 
der  the  disguise  of  a  pauper.  (Simsoui  Annales,  p.  02.)  The  IUk 
09rds  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinbnigh  at  this  period  famisfa  exaiiiiiBi 
«f  a  similar  kind. 
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himself  90  hateful  to  the  nation  ^nder  th#t  xifoyi^  of 
Earl  of  Arran,  presumed  at  this  time,  to  jwieaent 
himself  in  the  palace ;  and  the  reception  he  met  witi^ 
shewed  that  he  still  retained  a  place  in  his  M^esty'a 
affections.  With  the  view  of  establishing  ^in;is^lf 
at  court»  and  in  the  hopes  of  regaining  his  ,fQriner 
station,  he  applied  to  the  presbytery  oif  EdinburgiK 
professed  great  regard  for  the.  church,  and  offer^ 
to  give  satisfaction  for  ai^y  offences  which  he  ijnight 
formerly  have  committed*  But  the  presbytery  m^p 
his  advances  wit^  the  most  ^scpuraging  coldn^gf, 
declined  receiving  his .  suspicjious  submissions,  and 
told  him  that  the  sincerity  of  his  repentance  be- 
hoved to  be  demonstrated^  by  more  .yi^^le  tpken^ 
of  reformation,  and  &  longer  coui^^e  ^o;tf  trial,  befpi-e 
they  could  indulge  a  good  oj^i^ion  pif  his  charap- 
ter  *•     They  at  die  same  time  appointed  a  deputa.- 


'  .    -|  I*    .        '  .      !  . 


*  The  presbytery  refiVMd,  on  therequest  of  his  nephew^  Lord  Ochil- 
txee>  ttf  s^)^rtt  «'^(MtniMy  to  eofiyehi^  wfth  hahi  In'  pAy^ikfi  iipoii 
iHdoh'liiedppemdriiefoietlMin;'  )AfUar;he«Hn9,ifh«lih»hiid  to-ssy, 
And  inforpiqg  bun  tb»t  H.l^Qif^  t(^j(be  Gfporal  Asse^nb]^  to jjidgp 
'of  his  oonduet,  '^  the  brethera  ssurit  hini  that  they  culd  tiaif  na  opin- 
ion hot  euill  of  him  for  ocht  that  zit  they  saw  ;  and  schew  that  it 
wald  not  be.  woordis  hot  gude  deidis  that  wald  chang  thair  myndis, 
imd  thairfar  as  tliey  judgit  euill  of  the  things  (Bat  sir  past,  sua  they 
eol^  hot  judg  Weill  of  him  for  the  tyine  to  cutn^  till  they  saw  alsmekle 
of  his  gud  eas  they  [iiad]]  sene  of  his  euill.  And  thairfbre  was  exhortft 
that  df  thair  was  ony  kind  of  pieti,  ony  godllnes  or  religion  into  him 
that  he  suld  schaw  the  firuict  thairof  be  a  better  repentance  nor  they 
t^td  sene,  and  wtter  the  ^ect  in  gude  deidis^  quhilk  gif  he  suld  doe, 
ftiCjfludjr  is  merde  with  the  Lord,  sua  the  brethcr  wald  Judg  of  him 
siaxirc&hg  to  liis  warkis,  tiot  in  c^s  he  had  cum  ttiahr  fcir'dile  fkssoh'eft 
MUteto  insinuatthim  sdf  itkto  the  bosome  of  the  kirk  that  thab-by  he 
nyght  creip  in  the  fauour  of  the  prince,  and  sua  mak  k  tatStoiir  of  all 


tioft  to  wait  upon  hi»  Majesty,  «ad  to  tram  hhk 
i^ainst  admitting  such  a  dangerous  person  into  his 
eonnsels.  In  consequence  of  tiUs^  Stewart  retired 
in  despair  of  being  able  to  accomplish  kia  purpose 
This  firmness  on  the  partof  the  ministers  was  kig&^ 
ly  applauded  by  all  who  imderstood  the  true  i&te^ 
rests  of  the  nation ;  but  it  exposed  them  to  the  to^ 
disguised  resentment  of  the  King  *• 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  j^ear  159S,  the  onjcaol^ 
mon  activity  of  trafficking  priesta  withtn  the  Mag^ 
dom,  joined  to  obscure  intelligence  reeeived  freni 
abroad>  excited  strong  suspicicms  that  the  pofd^ 
party  were  about  to  renew  their  tresBSOflsble  ail^ 
tempts  against  the  puWc  peaee^  In  these  eiicuan^ 
stances  Melville  came  over  to  Edinbuiffb  ta  attencft 
an  extraordinary  meeting  oi  his  brethren**     Th^ 

•      •  * 

to  the  end  that  he  my  accomplische  the  rest  of  the  mistereis  of  his 
iniquities  &  eoill  warkis,  Then  he  was  tscharpely  adoerdsit  that  that 
God  whom  he  had  hitherto  mockit^  and  fbr  that  caua  had  hitherto 
dfijectit  him  with  schame,  sua  gif  he  continewit  ill  his-  iModriilg'  dni 
8SRB  Ood  sail  dciect  him  and  cast  him  down  agana  with  gralsraiAfliiia 
&  confusioun  nor  of  hefore."  Lest  a  false  report  of  their  psooaediagi^ 
should  he  given,  the  preshytery  appointed  certain  of  their  number  ta^ 
go  to  the  palace,  **  to  inform  his  ma^*  of  the  things  that  wer  dottc^ 
and  to  schaw  that  they  as  at  csuld  i^ersaif  na  appearance  of  gode  ifr 
diat  man,  hot  rather  that  be  continewit  still  in  his  former  |Kryd%  and, 
thairfore  desyrit  thame  to  exhort  his  ma<^  that  as  he  luiffit  dia 
wein  of  the  kirk,  the  weill  of  countrey,  and  re^>ectit  his  awin  bonoiir' 
that  he  suM  geive  na  countenance  nor  place  to  that  man  to  be  abail« 
him,  or  haif  ony  publict  charg  in  this  countrey^  quhilk  g^  he  did»  to* 
protest  that  the  Idrk  was  innocoit  of  all  the  ecuU-  that  waa  able  ta. 
emew  thaimpon."  (Record  of  Ptesbytefy  of  fidinbni^^  Deooabflr 
S,  1593.) 
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I3TK  OF  ANVBXfV  IfELTTIXB.  Ml 

^eeantioitary  measureB  suggested  hy  him  were  niift* 
nimously-  agreed  le  hy  tbis  oteetii^,  and  carried-  teM 
eSeet  vith  the  consent  of  (he  King:  It  was  agreed 
to  advertise  presbyteries  o£  the  apparent  danger, 
aod  to  desire  them  to  prepare  the  well-affacted  gen- 
tlemen within  their  bouads-  for  resistisg  it;  aaiA 
VQth  this  view  to  cndaaronr  to  compose  any  feuds 
OF  qusrels  which  might  subsist  among  thnn;  Aa 
individual  in  each  presbytery  was  nominated  to  col- 
lect information  frem  his  brethren  reepeeting  the 
secret  ot  open  practices  of  the  papists,  and  to  trans^ 
nut  this  with  the  utmost  dispatch  to  a  committed 
which  was  ^ipointed  to  sit  in  Edinburgh  during 
the  present  emergency,  and  which-  was  charged  t» 
watch  ne  quid  Eoelesia  detrimenH  caperet.  "Hie 
^formation  th«a  procured  was  immediately  to  be 
commHnicated  to  his  Majesty  and  the  "Privy  Coun- 
nl,  who  were  requested  to  adopt  such  other  mea- 
sures as  were  necessary  for- detecting  the  eons^nracy, 
and  proviftiag  for  the  pidilic  safety  *. 

Tha  wisdmn  (rf  these  precautions,  and  tlie  justiM 
of  the  suspicions  which  had  dictated  them,  were 
toon-  made  apparent  tp  all.  On^the  S7th  of  Decern* 
her,  in  consequence  of  secret  intelligence  which  he 
had  receired,  Andrew  Knox,  minister  of  Paisley, 
accompanied  by  a  number  of  students  from  the  coir 
l^;e  of  Glasgow,  and  nei^botu-ing  gentlemen,  seized 
George  Ker,  a  doctor  of  hiws  and  brother  of  Lord 
Newbattle,  in  the  island  of  Cumray,  as  he  was  about 

•  MelTilte'i  Diary,  pp^  919— «4.    Cald.  'xr.  «W    WS. 


rrW^fte  iidnind  in  hia  poesesMOit  leltem  frqm  cmkma 
ij^riesto  in  Scotlaiid,  and  blaiiks  ftl^nke^iaad 
i^td  by  thfi  Earlfi  of  Hlmily^  Angiid^tajid'Sfitd^;^«al^ 
];9({c<^9[Uiiia8iaii  ta  \V^illiam.(MgbtaiW  a< JFeaniAiHlx^fiil 
.^  l||e;:b^pkp  and  addreaa  4hwiii9^»thiiit)Qtamiii>ifor 

nfe^W  l»tbjf^2^^i¥iiwd  beftwrthdiParjF'fipiiiwB,!^ 
^;|fe^$^^tlw(  tjl»4i«tK«^MeaitaytheiiUil»kamw«^ 

.^nfipinaQT* .  TheKifi^  of  Spaia waa  to  h»ire  landtd 
.f^i^  thpui^apd.  pnaa  cffi  the  M^t  coaat  <^  iBMklaii^ 
.^pfut  qf  .wj^na'M^rG,<Ain¥Mle  Si^plaod^  attdtM^fe- 

^fiyte,proflU^/»Qihavie4nirBaditt<^ 
'ti^  Frotastaots^  #qd:prociir&  tJfeft  ro  «itol4ifti|ifltt, 

.^^  ^  l«^ittlftrfia}[^lWf^9*ipf]ttto  ti4mf«iiqQ|t||p- 
j.f^c.^?l^atai89fttjwd(t«  tn»«  iradgnivnd  il'nifih 

and  traiterouf  Conspiracy  (^Scoti8l^P#j^isUk|£d^biurd^  '^ 

' '  W)k^  >Miic!h  dontidhs  the  intaroe^tect  leiUnrs  and  ue  cdnittsioiifl  ^  Ka 

.,.j|^,ten<^pdi«\#rg>i.    <Hecor4  €*  V^^  ffiE^Mvyiirt*  4*8-) 

tnat  bii^  cErtne  intercepted  letters  was  suppressed,  becaiue  it '^tonoH 
^:^  tUt  Kllltg'WHIi'kAowleage  and  epfifokkSdit  M^Ofe  VtOS^J^^hA 
„ troii^|i^,^Bii|fV(e^T    ^Qnld^iv.^^iili/K;   ti.({)    Loil   V^iift 

I     I  o  / 


WeakttesB  and  oUiquity  of  nrind.  Inatebd  t^  syn- 
potfajzing  with  Ids  people,  whose  fedingd  had  bMin 
won&d  up  to  a  high  pitch  of  alaim  and  indignatiaa 
hy  the  recent  dlaeoveiy,  and  thanking  them  with 
frankness  for  the  vigilance  and  seal  wliich  they  had 
shown  in  his  service,  he  renewed  his  petty  and  pro- 
Tokiltg  eomplainta  a6  to  the  encroadunenta  vrbUQi 
they  kad  made  on  his  preMgative  by  tlieir  pred]^ 
Wte  meMunes ;  as  if  the^^  had  been  boimd  to  dt  still 
fltnd  suffer  themselves  to  be  spoiled  of  th^ir  Qves,  H- 
herties,  and  religion,  merely  because  he  thon^t  that 
'  'time  were  in  no  danger,  or  because  he  chose  to  ne» 
gleet  fais  duty  and  give  himself  up  to  idle  and  fri* 
Tolous  amusemraita.  He  'foand  fault  With  the  mH^ 
gistrate&of  Edinburgh  for  apprehending  the  Edri<^ 
Ax^os,  who  had  entered  the  town  without  knowing 
that  faiff  treanonabla  correspondence  was 'diBco*ve»^. 
A'depatMtiom  fromthu  barons  and  niltiistM«  of  the 
church  having  been  sent  to  congrsifnlfttti  hiM  on  his 
escape  from 'the  aiCKpb<aeyt  add  to  offer  hSffi  their 
advice  and  assistanM' ^ita  bMnging'tike  eMii^irAWrs 
to  Justice,  be,  is  a -tedkUb -Mdi'fonubl'harAigue, 
bfanned  than  for  assfmUingwMhdttl!  waitingforhia 
call ;  pointed  out  the  difference  between  the  times 
of  the  Queen  R^ent,  when  the  country  was  under 
a.  sovereign  addicted  to  popery*  and  the  present, 
when  they  had  a  jnxitestant  king ;  and  upbraided 
Ae  ministers,  in  particnlar,  by  saying,  that  they 
,were  not  wodt  to  assemble  with  sucb  alacrity,  or  in 
Itrab.  great  suinberp,  at  his  calL  They:reidJK^tliat 
they  had  the  authooritf  of  the  Privy  Council  for 
VOL.  I.      .  .2  a 


^dnA  Hpf»^  for;in/»5  wJ^ei^  ibb^.  wur  bbi  petwiuiiiMi 

)99PV^iy^  .  Upofi  ]b^ipg  9ie4e  flftora  faHy .  jiifif|iiiiitttqjl 
witli  the  nature  of  the  plot,  however,  he  praftitti 

Bnn»we4)te  9W»m  t)ie  4K>i^pmukim  iir^  ittt/sM^ 

¥^<«^«0ci)l4(0i)t9^i^ywi^i)M^  ^tbr  1b^/)i«ilt;iiik 

<»HW3ppraiiy«»  fQntritroi  1^  tbe  ^isiltjf  ^»iti€i»«€  pn^ 
pliri^w  fawfRdtfeg  >pa$a8t8b»  9eauiK]7)|arie8lf  arid Jb^ 
^tii»  wb^hfti) 9e4w0d  ii^fmmhtrvftf  fabiMaiefi^ 
(||||()«iellp  (9,apo»t«4Uii^£0Qm^b^l!^^ 

j^  jth^ir  AAtiye  ^^tmntiy  t^  ^^  Atfr«la¥ery^md/t3Dwdll 
iQF  ef  tb»l  pyoud natic^P^  wfaidbti biAL^m^ sudt^nif 

}0ff^\^m  with  ,popt9h  iPii^t»r  |i|H|||m  fhei  p^ 

lte!SH9w«:  wd  tQ  fVpmt  ^wmyv^mm^iiTtil^^^ 

meaas  they  can,  remaming  ia  full  readiness  to  parw 
nne^w  defend,  ad  th^y  shaU  be  eefti^'^kl^  ^Uf^^ 
j^^  qpr  lothppei^  find  the  0((x;afiipn,.ui|)e9lit.f^'^^^  i  T6 
ftm$ve  Hm  SMpieiDns  of  tlie  nation,  winch  iuii  Mof 
mM  )lf  tike  iKriaduct  tif  Jaln^  lUl  Mdr  tf  ib^^ 


was  Mftde^' probibil^  an  flnm  'MegiptiAgAo'p/ii' 

t^  Kia^  ciiaplainB  to  exact  an  oath  &0I11  )ri*  'Ab( 
RMBtiBstiMife^hey'diouM  >Dt  Intenede  ip  -tfaefar.M 

katf».'i,.    ,■  -  i.      I  -y.'i  ■.!:.< 

'  «M£dii%  Id  Ike  6dth  «(  tke  «ll»f,<'Ul'daWili 
nmrTibditideuoHtKtiolia  nPbydtjIUil'liaMiltt 
isiiti  The  gcntlemsD  Tolunterfi^'i^iwed 'W'ftMit 
ttMiAaelve»<ilite  a^  gtfapd  • «« <defenl^tli<f  'Klqgfs'  p^ri- 
lour  and'  pnttervs'tite'  ptriffie^pett^''  'fttid^  saCiM 
feoBdv'in  dffaWB  of'Teti^ba  aiMt'the'^ttil^menii 
fva^  erevyvhert  aulieerifend  witk  fteintoiaktceal'Mn^ 
HKaiiiini^t  Bttt-dae  bap«»«lf>tihe»itiad  weMaeoil 
iisaiifalBtej.  'Giahaiiii<<  Viatiyithiiileact  gnW)* 
of  ttetanagilHtwai  vnti  jartiM^'eiteiMtBitt  -MwtU 
ilaci  of  Angas  and' K«  weaitUiittedtaMcBpiAMii 
priBotiti' Amas<>hwill|<'oriiaci«d'<«"AlleMMai  ttft 
atUdM  b)>iulai|^lMtljF  af<kti'M«hfliI' GiAjeelK'  M 
Ml>lpit«(«MIWB(«aMft«lltiliMlna/«iil  theee  Mod 
die^>eaciM<MiitteMe*fdr  aMii(W<ii<^«edal»e«.<  'nn 
BavKKiMiiti  ubhh' ai«t Jbi>'Mf^lllW,'1uttil<a''«i 
flnfr  *«trs'itf  »MiS«i<«,'  ^'*<4attea<th«<4M<ar 
lktii«kd»^llgUWt'theinii8Wi«K»pHt«*f  M  Ht  Isfev; 
InlttJ'If.'I'lMf  Wbi!  mlNr<ft'i)^fe^tKe  <Uetf«t- 
iSia,ani«lijaftl«Kff»egU»  MHbe%«iieept  lltae 

'''4TfaB«c»«fAHluantn4einltiieMl4aV'M<iw4i9i  (M^ 


p.  WT.)  but  the  recowUfcpawiWII  tkbbndUiua  ' 


oC.4ip|Kai;ingiJa4oB;ie>Q£  the  pcuudpul  towns  of  the 
l^uigdom.  •  Thu  ii\jt]4ici(ms  IsoiXy  to  persons  who 
^IfdirepeatedlycnispiTediigamst  their  native  coiin- 
tfy,  (^K^inpamed,  aa  it  was,  with  a  breach  of  the 
T^Y^fyfiik,  gave  nniversal  dissatisfactiooi,  and  jgcgtr 
f^ts^^voqgijw^dfwf  iathe  hreaats  .<4  jfpit^^Je9(  ^ 
j^tl^ff^^n^AQfas  pC  his  iS^^^%f^H^dffB^.fq^ibfi 
ifoteaJW)*-;eelig?pn*.  ,:„,..,:  ,;„...   ...  .,j  .,',,,    ,,..,?, 

7»rAl«5»e4(ia|.#>fi.t«pdft|i(y,  of  ;thia.poU9y^  t^^  .pro- 

popiahinoUe^B*  ^untlFr  Aagua».£ri:ol*  a^4;Hiune, 
jHcM^  th«|r  (two  prii^pfl  ^adhereotSv  ^ir  Paj^dc  C^ir- 
ili^  .<^;;j4ff!i4»ffl49?jff;,.,W<l,.8ip  .Jam^  .Ghiahphp  <rf 

<0w4wri»,twtr'Bw^«4W<»^«»  co^uij^jBfcat^^tiie 

/jithfT^j^o^la,  .fWid,^ng; .  u)[jaiw|!io^y,.j»g|>rpir^j  wi^ 
.iptipated  ii^i^fi^p  pwljwts^  Q^tfihftfi^.to  ijifpj^^ 
.W*»e3s,i<tf..i*effx»iiw»Tft^,^,)irh^  ^SHjf^ftfli 

.4iiiigh<on  th«,;it7th  ftf  Qptjohea^,  cqufiiafiv^ofjoonms- 
v«ioBar8)frpin,t4ws.d4flGerent<»nnWe8j.,^      ,,  ;^,  ',.,, 

>  ■'■■■■ 

•  MS.  Qutorie  of  Scotland  from  1^66  io^  1S94  nndbr  dieToir  151^ 
'  (This  u  a  wpf  ot'  the  work,  a  pajTt  of  Which  Way  >jibl^^ed  lr)r^lfr. 

^k^P'>CT^!^  fW*  ««  wad  ^o^^ 
In  them  6>  prodeed  io  tfiSa  emtiire,  may  oe  MiilntnrpnikM 

;t  See  Note  II.  $;  /^  O 


^^ 


LIFE  OF  AVoit^iAv^itx:^  SSf 

James  waa  highly  diMatufied  ^rHh  fh«  «fn»nit 
mmueation  of  the  popish  Ibrd^  as  tending  to  cdaB4 
teract  hi^  intentions  of  pardotiihg  them,  and  he  d«dC 
importuQ&tely  with  Robert  Bruce  to  prevent  the  ihi 
timation  bf  the  sentence  in  Edinburf^-  VmiMWi 
sucteed  With  the  mtnistenr,  he  had  rM«fliM"C^  tiM. 
most  pDptildr  of  the  harom;  and  6ndeitvihit<6iiM^^k 
them  over  to  an  approbation  of  hfe'  lEK;hMiCV^"¥A 
dealing  mth  some  of  them'ibe  id^'-the"iMM^t7 
6fihe  case,  iuff  with  others  thevItuins'bfUariMaA]^. 
Among  other  ai^;aments,  he  syaUed'hiifi^^ '(tf"t^ 
speciouspleax>f  Uberty  of  consrimce;  ajdeaWhich^M- 
applied,  was  a^io  4e  »e,  snd;  hpd  it  been  thi^  *e((M. 
upon,  would  have  led  to  the  overthiwtr  of  ISberfy.  bbth 
civil  and  religious.  A  curious'  fctftiVrirtatioa'hiitiT  ti^h 
bim  and  Lord  Hamilton  oa  this  snb^'htt  hM!A 
{Reserved.  James  paid  a  visit  to  nsmSton  Hoti^ 
for  the  jpiiirptise  of  sounding  thM  nobteman's  view^ 
He' iStrodttcbd  Uie  conversatied'  l^isjHttg.-thilt  fie 
was  confiif^n^'that  he  enjoytit  the-fWeiltUrhllp^-^'hlb 
lordship,  notwithstanding sditie  1>epth^"^hi£)i"fatia 
been  circulated  to  the  cbntte^i-'  "-Ye'te^.^cflfJWii, 
(coutinued  he)  how  I  am  used^,  eOld-hav^'nicr  tnair  fa 
whom  I  01^7  troHt  more  than  it)  Hnnti;r-  '  V  i  t^ 
ceive  him,  the  mintsters  will  ciy  oat  that  I  an  aa 
apostate  ftvm  the  religion ;  if  qoti  I  am  hi%  deso- 
lat^".  ,*^  If  iti^a^  hi^  afisociates  be.itot  «P«mtea.to 
a^  i^Ugit^i,  ia^A  bis  lordship)  ye  may  nweive  then  ; 
otherwise;  not."    **  I  cannot  tdl  '(rA)lied  his  Mb- 

ibem  for  enemies.    Always,  I  woii^  tu^  f£ffW^ 
Sa8 


Stt         lawWviMnRBmiiiififiinulu 


Jbotd 'HimatM  wseiaitiMd  ii4A  f|e«t£ivvi0Mr«>-*<  Sky 
kfihotmuiliur  to  -wiUbssteM  t^ttm  I  willi9)n<AftnaMl 

lMyidi>t&«»damr  put  all  ead  4d>tli«>«RHi*<etUiti(Hitlif 
Ml9d*9l#ith  tt  Ctntsed  vimll,  HiM^  li^,  J^ttU  ^Ukti 

fiMqsMttOf'^BMMd  j  «•  taltidirfDt)^  htt^iatu  tfeeHMflM 

Mt  iafbrm  him  tiiat  6U  his>r«ttfi!f\tf  ««fb$<kW^IMn«9i 
gnei%d  at  the  ^arour  8he\t^  to  thiitors,  ahd  det^N 
Mbwd  toLBaeiilAaie  their  11<*1M  t»(iitat-4k»[L->tiiknr>ibii 
laod'to  bif  ttivfttnm  ^itii  HoUCisMfal  MdHflMf  ^ 


i^»^mMm,wmiSifemima; 


I 


fiMn^tMt  wlikh  he  had  UMywrnOMM^io  ihA 
Mbib.  He  dbalfeiiged  die  iDttt^  InH^ 
W^nm  CtGij^t^  as  onlail^faL  He  iiiVei|^bM  agaiiiM; 
dbe  ifjraiMl  >ef  Kfe  f er  ejoeommunieiitfaBg  tiie  pe^k; 
hMtdti  l/tle  cEpitiaead  gteat  ^pleasimVbtiifellrffliM 
fblr^lA  tttiite  {wrt  ^i4ddi  k^  had  tafeed  te  th^\$A^ 
fair,  tf;  different  meetings  held  in  thb  t&Mt^^  Wiibii 
IIe*idU^[id'*iAat  Ae  ^ersdliiA'asseiabkd^t  eniirof 
ikese  iMetalgB  IkiA  etttertfAinto  B'pMmtAiiol^ki* 
Whieb  tb^r^sfllHIed  thAtlhey  utoidd  net  addict*^ 
ledge  him  veilii^ilililiiv^^  he  adhered  Ut 

the  rtttgi^i  presspfly 'yt ofl^  ted  penished  riadk 
M  Miight^'<etreMh«»vir!fit^V^  4^al  4h^f  had^eii*^ 
de«tintf^'«»  Mo^  tbeer  lH!9tkreii  la  >  the  ^  seathenti 
part rdfi  tii^  kiDgdem  wderithe  setne  tMasoBalAl 
migtigemenU  -  AbA  h»  ;<michided  with  threatemsf . 
dMlJi&fimii)df«U  a/^iieeti^  of  I^AiiiatBMtj  IbibMN 
tine^tiittriMolfbee  of  tbt  vminigfeeiti.  ««id  Mstim^tite 
estate,  ef!  >bishop9»  James  J4elviltei  ip.  .the.  oame  ol 
tit» canwnJsrifinayp,  mpliail^iiiybftAJDcgrf^^fpli^^ 
aUdiiefioftded  his  egnsCknettfes  a^r  frbieli  his  I^ 
j»gt^,,g^w  fialmeri  TOturae^  4t  ;Epiir;  sfMff er  rt(>  theijft 
petitioii^; md  dismissed  ikmn  wdik.prawses  that 
vflsreiMrer  it^  he  perftmlied  ^. 

•  jj-»'  -'.ij   ,.itj>>        .  (.    •  .■•• 

GeoeaT.  History  ef  ihe  Earidom  of  Satherland^  pp.  98S»  98S.    The 
hut  mentiooed  writer  my  that  it  was  reaolyed  by  tbe  pw^i^  tfit 


e4i  toiJ|»e§ti]i4vMyi^i  follQfti^iilj^  moptii^j^i  fiatfrpoO^f 

ii^iimmAmm^fiuUy^  dtiuidiit^iBBtfiussdiJwi 

ipv;0i|^  6imi^m  iifciiitfewriog!  hMfeaenAitttfgltitJ  f  (He  jd0»^'; 

e4  2^1019^1  lio^i^ak  oflllWMeaiiboMd  beimith»^<faul 
ioitimnratte  of^Ab^  Refor]:|!alipnia4^(tib&  JbcstJU^^ 

OCiJ    lot     tOJl     bUi    X'^'il     l/jblVO'iq  /:>"yiiill-^  'iblij   OJ   Li.^i 

ing,  but  he  absolutely  refused^  and  so  they  took^the^^jf |j|f rf'Ktjgh^ '  i 
p.  399.)    On  the  contrarv.  James  Melville,  who  was  present  Mjoiie 

fear  anei^ob^i  i|iiA n tMPHcd  q!^  tbe,4iiieMe'Mf^H^^^ 

*  SIX  imnisfeTs  were  nominated  by  the  yAO^ention  of  EstaU^a,  wfM 
idlo«M^lo4l4ipi^d|'it>^l^  ^^V' 

Gqi^  8;|ijtap»|fa;|ltl)b#tiooi|»|t^  iimdtaktLiU,:iai^  ^ 

cnoroadiment  upon  her  liberdea ;  upon  which  the  K^g  eauaed  their 
Munea  to  be  deleted^  and  ordered  that  in  future  the  miniatecs  ahonld 
hKfp^  pl^K^iuii^yb,  pcMa|»tia  haiUm  Htpliiiifa  r  4fiMtaiia.*iHlrt^or 
•thi  IfiaMom  of  SathHwrir  poSS^  tixK)  veKi^ir;     ^^.c^  .<i  « y7i».U  9  s^tr 


tsaitw^  40  the  crovn  itBd  ki^dom  o^-Seofland,'' 
pKOTided  thcgr  were  made:  liable  to  punishment  If ' 
fam>d<  giiiH^f  and  eoga^ng^  that,  if  he'Ml«d^iit'' 
his  prw^i^he -wfiild  himeelf  go  to  the  glbbefc  -''PHif-^ 
Kfiog  aa^'-  dtnntieiiri  auHei  at  hifr  ofiet^-fflAds^^M'tht^'i 
hav^ipw^'iKatoasthanwlse.  Afteplna^MigjM^ 
hadxDiailaiii  apeadi».ai  wjtfich  ihe  iwged'  tAetf^^oi'' 

a)»otitii)a'Mmlui]h'had  bseai  prcrnbuily-^mwn^  h];"l 
tfie<i»uipclloy;  .<%(this 'aotithe  pop^k»tdBtttt^> 
pidaiiied,j'aHCoidixi9!^tO"tlwiiofb#Iwiiicb  Ibejr  iHd'^ 
niAdfl^  ^tgisa  ntfjiftirilkini  toLidi^  Mmrch:  and  «itii' ' 
bdace  llieipnotaRtant;zeU0ioDy-or'-iClBei  t(y  leftve  ^ff' 
kitigibomjidithM  a.^tnited  tinw^tike  phMfess  againidt'! 
^h^iwtisdranfMd;  >and>''tfce^.ivciv&  deotavetd  **  free'' 
aB4.tTgww*wt«»W<t  m.all  iiiin^Dainng^iiof>  tbrt>M*imri<fii 
laid  to  their  charge,  provided  they  did  not  for  the 
fitfiuef,«nt^;i«t«  vWys^-'IrMBqaaMfcf'WHM^lMndfcnO'''- 
wit^' fore^^KiB  *, '  ■    •  ■.:■  "■- 1- ■' .-    ./nivi-j.  ^  ■-'■•- ■■'■■  _   ^  " 

pqa^p  pfl„jie,  ,ii«tipn,  .?ifli  ifttelUgeotipMSoa  b*.  . 
lieTfldthait4be.popidi  carls  were  sincere  in  ^etr  o&  ' 
lefs,  or  tli^t,^cy  wou^d  comply  with  the  t^nffs  pi!£T  ' 

u^-^je^  V>  >;th«P*-:  .i,T1»a;pWa  tpijidemy,  )^,jti(ft.iwar ;. 
sure^fiOd  AkeiB  evident  <^9ect  in  agrees^  to  k^  was  ^ 


Tilk'i  Kkj,  P.-SW.    dpotnraod;  t>^«OQ,  AiJv,.);u3  !■.  i-.oi-!'ui  s„ 


Jii        uam  or  'Aiiiiiui«riia£itii2iB. 

to  «l>tasn  fbr  tiiem  «» intei^  of  rtyoB»  to  wtiteiigUfc*- 
eH  their  patt^,  and  to  eslablteh  thek'  i&fluenteal: 
eourC,  that  they  might  renew  their  iatrigum  aai( 
embroil  Ihe  ccmnl^  on  this  first  fiivotfiMa  appa^i 
tamty  that  occurred.  Varioaa  rean^i  aasf  be  <m^{ 
0igiied>f0r<  Janitors  adopting  thia  Ii]i0^|kiUcl^1rM»»[ 
oM^haVlng'  r^ciMree  to  the  mppamltimK^MtfhitmM  aalr 
cMAyin^dmed^poperj.  RmnVtyi^ehetAdi'tkepok] 
pliAf  pasrtjr,  had  great  intereat  at  cotttt^tti'CoiMeqiiflnii 
l>f  hiaiMiily  ttlHance  wiAr  Ldttnco^  th«  K^^AmrnH^ 
itfe^^p^ieb'vrad  itieteased  bjf^the  Tee&BtmfMiag^^lM) 
8lst»-in-hiW  to  the  Eari  of  Mar  *  '■  Junea  Wia  mmi 
locking  eagerly  farward  to  die  finglirii  vMeMim^i 
and  wtis  derimad  of  gaitiihg  theRonaaCikiaialiM^wlKli 
formed  a  considerable  party  in  that  Mogddm;  ^iiiMi.' 
Mttceived  a  rooted  antipathy  iagaimt  BBoabetfitf  -.  BSki 
timidity  made  him  averse  t6  Tigiii-olia  meeiriiiraajcandlc 
he  piqtied '  himself  on  his  auperiorialciU>ri&>iaali 
iecret  of  the  art  of  government  which  lidS'iii'lKihMn 
ciirg  the  diffeMnt  inofties  in  the  stats'  ao  ai  «to  isttiAB^ 
tiiem  aU  dependent  on  the  soverdgx;  "vMfaodi^  hli 
waa  destitute  6f  the  talents  requisite  fertUadettoM^ 
task,  and  -eoilld  neiididr  poize  'tite  ^aeadsq  witU  / ji|d|^ 
ment  nor  hicdd  titem  with  a  afeeady  «Qid<^iaiiiaBtiaio 
hand.  The  political  principles  bf  that  pbfiato  fUMBk 
agt^eitUe  to  James;  and  the  chie&ff  the^partirpfiill 
ali^ttdus  cburt  to  him  by  flatteiringMslGhre*o£|imM^ 

••       ■■.'''  '  ■     i^f..     :  -»L't:.f     .l>itf'HJ 

*.  James  wu  feasting  at  the  marriage  of  the  Earl  of  Afar  when  ht ^ 
wooA;p.a91i)  •"':■'■•■'  ••.;;i''->;<*'iq -Jilt  »<>  uoi.tflViy?ftl>{ 


iapuUi<Bit^)inl  bf  4he  teSomdng  minstera.  Buit- 
dmn  wfasterer  causes  it  procteded,  it  ia  clear  th^ 
hebsl  addpted  a  Hue  of  pcriicy  iriiicli  led  faim  te 
{MOteet  and  fanrottr  a  kniga  faction,  nUiotoA  taiDM 
pdn^/anlariiitgraiiy  t>eif«sr;  white  tlM  beKtt^iiiittdiiiriE: 
tbtlt^gnbstiltRi,  vlis  wtb  at  the  tamv  tim»  theiako 
tanLtni^sa^t^teiBoiBofia  peakeetaat  gor^mmtrntt^ 
l^poMii^'itlievobjttcts-of  hit  jealaaay:  hod  -amniM.: 
IUb  atenzd  end  ctrlmiital  cowM'he  psCrtBcd:  tJuTDMigtih 
dBtihiBMiga,  in;spitie  of  bU  tbe-admoDitimM  wUpli: 
twitcNTod)  arid  it  tr*a  peiaisted  in,  with  hemdi-n^ 
twy  latuity,  by  bis  '«aaoesifn4,  Trtw  cafriad  on  a  •»• 
oprt  and  illicit  tetecvMifBe  vitb.  ibo^dMidi  al^Bamet 
■^hkb  issaed  at  iet^tit  <  to  'tiitir  Iftyil^  «heir  itrq^tf . 
(•o'lfii'^Icviotid^  and  UnwvaiMy  at  Her  ifecit'» 
sfarHcsmple  to  bU  Britnh  S9Vere{giU  ^bo  nuDrte 
titti^tedltd  ftomsaiA  <Hi 'tumaiuril  dud  lanbaUoH'ad 

-■  iVUle  4be  mutrtiy  iras  agitated  by  IbiB  «film 
thtt  cDBFt  Waa  icept  in  a  state  o£  OMitisiwd  dttd  die* 
g>MM&l  E^nni  by  the  attwipMof  U»)£ai!l«f  Both« 
«dt»  iritb  repeatedly  besieged  tik9  ^Aee,>  aod  xm 
dtie  <oociisioii»  foMed  liis  way  into  tile  it)yd  presence 
dtidi'cXtMted  a  {Pardon  for  fais  irebeUious  |#actlc6ai 
Ttiflanv^  with  'personal  tebentment  lAgaiodt  ^* 
CaHnfldlor,  he  liad  formerly  an^oeiated  «<ltb,.«li« 
popish  lords ;  and  availing  himself  of  the  odium 
Tirtiicb  the  court  had  incurred  by  favouring  them,  fat) 
ch^^nged  sjid^,  ^ud  uo^  affected  great  concerh  iof  the 
preservation  of  ^m  iwotMtMit  reli^^.     He  was  no- 


able,  howerei*,  to'make  a' dupe  of  more  than  cne 
of  the  ministers  of  the  church.  The  vices  of  hb 
jirivate  diaracter,  his  known  selfishness,  versatilL^ 
ty,  and  turbulence,  were  sufficient  to  put  them  on 
th^  guard  against  his  loud  but  hollow  professional 
^riaKhtmgh  th^yhad  been  disposed  tdsdi^et  air^ 
hbstSe'  attempt  against  the  govemmekit*.'  Bui 
tf^did  not  pi^eveUt  theitt  ftoiti  hetiigt^spear^'id 
&ytdtttslBe  to  him.  'With  the  view  tft  pdidhg  pai^ 
tt^afis  ^bftAimg  t^^  J)eople,  B<rthweU  6&6iiiik^ 
i^epoit,  that  h^  acted  in  concert  *with'  the  i^ruicipd 
preachers;  and  those  who  were  about  tht^  Kji^ 
were  either  so  jealous  as  to  credit  the  slander,  or  id 
politk  as  t6  etn|>lo7  it  hf  way  of  retort  to  the  charge 
brofi^'agaihst  t^etn-'df  ddJuntenandng  the  "paifSA 
conspirator^.  Iii  a  ixmfetente  with  the  nua^^tsti'at^ 
and  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  the  Kiqg  du^j^oiil^ 
thatBothwell  had  been  8Upi^'^'^t|tld|i''9i  tlj^ 
(tSdpitial,  arid  upbraided  the  miniisftersi  fti* 


i^^nbe  i^peotit^  Ills  ti:ea2k)naUe  ' '^^tlic^  ^v^ 
thejr  Ve^  loud  iidl  their  iiivectlyee  ajgalnst  Gaptaid 
St^w'M  and  "the  popisL  earls. '  He  charged  BnUi^ 
ta  partidilajf  with  having  conapired,'  aldrig'Mita'  soitai 
of  his  brethren,  to  place  the  croiinl  'dn'lSbtiliw^ 
head,  and  with  having  harboured  lei' ia^iUhr  ti^ 
sought  the  life  of  his  sovereign.  Tbe'  pifest  df  Hiib 
ministers  contented  themselves  with  Aenjokig '  tlib 
ehatge,  and  appealing  to  their  hearei^  as  i»  Hli^ 
iHliocenee ;  but  as  the  accusation  dg^hst  fif(^  li^^ 


U7E  OF  ANXtKEir  UEXTILLE.  S^5 

ffiecific  and  more  seritma,  ha  insisted  that  he  was 
-entitled  to  know  the  individuals  who  had  slandered 
him  to  his  Majesty,  and  declared  that  he  would  not 
again  enter  the  pulpit  until  he  was  legally  cleared  of 
the  crime .  imputed  to  him.  After  some  shifting, 
i;Bsne»  namfd  the  .Master ,  of  Gray  ^d,Qn9.Tj4^-^ 
•m^st,  a^  .1^  infomiers^  But  on  the  day.fix^l9|T 
i^v^ti^ling  tjier  affiufp  no  pewCfn  appe^efl  *9  spjD^ 
g^  Ihe  cb^ar^  ;  and  Gr^y^*  ,^Tii^g,Jeft  *l»?cpw*» 
ff^t  word  tiiat  he ,  had  -  give^.  po  ^ch  ippypofi^on 
f^gfimt  Bruce,  and  offered  ta  ^ht  any  ii^^^Wdual* 
^  Mtyesty  excepted,  who  should  affirm  that  he  had 
de&medithat  minister  *• 

...  The  activity  of  the.  MelvlUe^  it^  thwarting  the 
jinshes  of  the  court  re^pe^cb^g  th«,popiahlon]s,8nt^ 
jected  them  to  the  same  odious  imputation.  It  had 
J^^een.  th^,  laudalHe  (^tom  of  the  church  of  Scotland 
j^,n^e  Ipqntjcib^tip^rjji  their  di^ereat  parishes  for 
^  relief,  of  ^^,  brethren  in  ftreigi*,  countries,  who 
^^fe,  peisacuted.  £ar  zeligion-  $ini;e  th,e,  year  1589i 
jt^ie  city  of  Geneva  l^d.bee|i,vtvQ^vcd;  in  a  4ft°g??> 
ffia,w^  vith  tb&Duke  of  ^voy,  whi<tli  redncje^  it 
jto  the  pecesaity  «f  applying  fpr  :fqrtagn,,aj^-i^,  t^ 
'fffTs^cfiilfcf^n^  ,were  accordingly,  ^n^foj;, this  pw- 
o^  thrpugliou^  Scotland.  James  Melyille  waa  col- 
lectar  f*^  the  |ipovince  of  Fife,  and  it  ^ra^  surmisal 
^cQwtj^^^tji^,  ^^  .Wiethe  (;oacitri;e9i^,9£  lus 
.^^|f;[e.^4,B<9W.:Qtiier  .raiqisters^.giv^i,^  none;. 
^i^B^f'V^^^J^ ^othwell,  tftgna^lg,:^J[. 

•  CJi  It.  «»— 878. 

t  SpoD>  HiitoiwfcOtHeiM^tom;*.  ff.^H^9S,  edit.  1730. 


iw«e  troop0  to  liAraw  %\m  mof^  €6ttfeD|f>  Anfe 
|h«  aekao'irledged  probity  df  tkci  indiiHdiiata  aMas^ 
fd»'  tbe  8U{^sitkm  o(  their  'hwrUig^^  cimtmitted  sodk 
W  Mt  of  aacrU^^iow  lnM«i  in^vM  the  lE^jhcii 
imittotebilitk^.  Who  oM  1leUM»  Abt  Mtiirfllt^ 
^ho*  felt  «^  enthmi^sticidly  «tt»Gliad  loCteneTa^-  mk^ 
w^fWfAe^  that  dty  as  one  of  dM  bulwaaii»^1lki  Btf^ 
ibhrmaikm,  'and'  Mrhp»  at  the  polioitatum  df'  Ilia  -amrt 
1^01^ friawis  iw  Hy  haA  esotcd  tiimfltlf  tooblidi 
nriiaetioliB  iw  hainlief^Hncmld  kara  git^ii  b&b'cwilmit 
tp^rol^itiaf  theae  v«7  aoceoaw  which  irciete  tH^Mf'' 
}y  jfequiied  to  pi<eaerre  its  indepaDliAaiu:!^,;  Mtf ^  ita  Vetfy 
existence  as  a  protestant  state  ?  Who '  atai  baUeM 
tOiat  he  m  Im  Aephcnr,  'Whotraaaa  hia^iiwn  sbiilt' 
irauld  have  4o]|a  this  in  behalf  of  a  noMenuui  o#i(i^ 
r^ular  habita  and  of  no  priiim]d€e) 'with  wbd^'^ld^ 
thoagh  he  courted  the  firianriahip  of  •  Imtib,  IfceiV'Icaai^' 
^  adversaries  eonld  not  prove  tiiati  ■aittiap  t  ai  rlhaB 
b0d  ever  had  the  slightest  poiitical  eaatiekldiiv^M«i(i 
jbc  ,a  aui^le  day  ^  ?>    Bnt  Jamaa  MaMlla; '  "vAort 

•  «  About  the  ipring  tyme  in  the  yeir  foUowing  16M  Ae  oudiir 
Boduell  ky  the  openlie  with  forces  at  Leithe  and  at  PteiatQeh}  bol  widi 
\yk goeoen  tm^ff^tntfiakii  befor,  he  tiik  ^  men  of  1v*r  Itt'sfecn^  Vpt 
and  Hofwn  th«  eoantrey  and  gaifP  out  that  ftn^'lli  tU^liMbreiD^i 
acttt  ugatnat'the  pafrfate,  whilk  maid  nkebdUg'ai^  aifdab  ^6bd«pH^ 
puhUctabofit  thakirka  efibaret  lb  he  gieatfy  mmptdHA^^Vs^' 
and  hak  apeirtt  be  all  meanea,  hot  it  waa  hao^  ttf  Ifed  tanhflk  iiMr' 
OMMr'thon^t.  to  f  neter  lyket  the  man  nor  haidtd  do  wHlf  uf' 
dlMctiitfnrindiraediew  yeaellerguSd  AMibUd8rlift«'Jlth^^«^ 
God  calkd  t0  Ui  i^l  a  year  of  twa  befbr  this,  I  kend  Utai  i^'^m 
nobiiitie'  in  Scotland  that  I  conld  communicate  nr^'iiiynk'iPvft&«Al^ 
publiot  aa^sra,  kt  be  to  haiff  a  dellingwith  in^ctian«  (IfABtt? 
Diifry^p.<SS0.>.   ■  .  -  :■  ••  ■  •  ■' •  •'■■.•  ■  .-Ji'-*''  "^:  -^J* 


■«haJ»i4w  nws  iioipediatol]'  attadied,  hsAiamt^  «*»■ 
^danca  to  produne  i|i  defeBce.  of  his  honour,  wd  of 
ibfistiiot'^Uty  wit^whicJb  he  bed  fitted  in  tliw 
.boHia«e8^,  He  Iwd  in  bia  posaeeaien  the  reospls 
0nuit«d.b7  tjioseibf  whom  the  money  witli  vdudtJbr 
jwdb««QiQBtrii«tol:.WM  ajjiiributed  * ;  wd  ducilig 
Juq  Uf|gtiwe>|ta  udJtvidu^  dttnt  conr»t  the  cahip^ 
Slivw  Muttdaw  cireulatod  W  hi*  prqudice  into  adi^ 
iMt  and  m«nl)r'cl>A^^  ''^  *^  General  AaMiaUy' 
MdiBMaJ^.1594,  fioiae  mcwbera  ^g«etad  toibiftlailig 
nwDinated  w  uniQ  of  tb«  ooBawHioiiwa  tottiis  Kingi 
IW  tiw  ground  Ibat  b«  bad  ili«Hrred  the  mapiciow 
frf  tfaa  court  as  «  favourer  of.  BothV'elL,  His  oob» 
4^et  (m  that  oecaawi  vm  aiadk'  as  became  a  man 
tt!he  waa  coosdoua  of  iBnocaneei  and  ^)?ho  fdtvbat 
vaa  due  to  bia  r^Hitat>a«4  {i«  told  t^fl  As!)ratibly» 
Aat  so,  £ur  Adm  Jiavj]^  cburtadi^iptHktmeiits  (tf 
tbatildndiiborluid^'teKt'tasitfaBT'bnevy  entreated  <» 
ito^H[Cllaed'6R«D  tiHni;>  bat^at^presdat^  be  thought 
ftt '>in8itiQbtB|f'Dp«»  bbuttti  iiraiftb'  tbat  Ua  same 
riiauld  be  put  on  tbe  list,  tbat  be  migbt  bare  an 


„■  After  DonUioiiipg  the  UbtnUtf  irilh  wkidi  As  ^Mpk  undei  Idi 
durge-comiibQtcid  fn  tbe  rriirf  of  thefr  bnthira  m  Fiaiice,  be  «]>^ 

8c^^i94)  ^tesdif  jtwf  till  ibfiutx  thowwad  merWu  tbdr«e«nlt- 
tucesfiiKl  Letifii  bf  l^nlugiffing  beam,  ^nhUk  I  hiiff  in  etutodie 
ftj^mit  to  lire  be  tbe  generell  uaBaahUe  to  tnMlet  id  fieettM  ta4 
i|M;|urt^*  t»  alow  tW  iMntbn  oCinvyfiUl  MUndimvwlMpir  Mt 
t^d^jCfileBtioif  WjUmauL  iar  utvther  pwptMei  W.«)m  (bcOalr 
Ifi^D  nuid  for  GeneTa,  vbai  for  we  gat  mail  tluwkta  hj  »  letiot  i£ 
1pH«!4f^/4aBe»in  tlw  tn^.^f  the  Scfnit  md.kkk  lUmf  nork 
ma'aliwartbeiTMdif  tebei*od»dU"    (McltiU>'iDi«7h  ]>.  1B4.). 
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opportumtf  of  clearing  himself  Iran  the  slander; 
and  if  thef  declined  doing  this,  he  was  determised 
to  repair  to  the  palace  of  his  own  accotd,  and  to  de- 
mand an  investigation  of  his  conduct  He  was  ae» 
cordingly  included  in  the  commission  *.  After  the 
commissioners  had  transacted  their  bosiness  with 
the  King,  and  were  about  to  retire,  James  MelviAe 
rose,  and  requested  to  be  informed  if  his  Majesty 
had  any  thing  to  lay  to  his  charge^  or  if  he  har- 
boured suspicions  of  his  fidelity.  The  King  vepliei, 
that  he  had  nothing  to  say  against  him  mcnre  than 
against  the  rest,  except  that  he  found  his  name  en 
every  commission.  James  Melville  thanked  God 
that  this  was  the  case ;  for  in  all  his  public  employ* 
ments  he  had  studied  the  good  of  the  King  as  wdl 
as  that  of  the  church ;  and  if  there  were  any  that 
traduced  him  to  his  Majesty  as  having  engaged  hi 
secret,  unlawful,  or  undutifid  practices,  he  desired 
that  they  would  now  come  forward  and  shew  thdr 
fSaoes,  when  he  was  present  to  answer  for  faimsdt 
No  reply  was  made  to  this  challen^;  After  dih 
the  King  took  him  into  his  cabinet,  and,  having  dis- 
missed his  attendants,  conversed  with  him  on  a  va- 
riety of  topics  with  the  greatest  familiarity,  sent  Us 
special  commendations  to  his  uncle,  the  prindpid, 
ismd  declared  that  he  looked  upon  both  of  them  as 
faithful  and  trusty  subjects.  *^  So,''  (says  James 
Melville)  '<  of  the  strange  woridng  ct  Ood,  I  that 
came  to  Stirling  the  traitor,  returned  to  Edinbuqh 

•  Bulk  of  the  Unir.  Kirk,  f.  171,  tu 


A  gye«t-courtier,;yat.awtjine|fc<jOiuweiJiorf,VrTi-SiKi!^ 
'Wieod<had,good  opportaH^wsoC  becoOui^iEicquiABtr 
ed  witb^thlsiboDouoable  «xcu]jHLtioQ,i aq4  y«t'«£tfr 
ifaedeathiof  tit»  iodiyiduBl  whiunhe  wos.boundiito 
lOv^Kiibt  embodiecit,  in  hift'History^.tlus  al|R^M>fla 
Wt-nMwWB'ft memory,  -sot  as  -a  xBport,.,ib«t^W(iifivit 
'4tAd'>bteJB.fa.|it?c^i(4)iji«Ptwwted  i9si>-f\„uA*^iM''ib»8 

_*t*iddri|8iBsualiyfiprf)pftgaiM»J  %  tJMilpj^d(«8(I, 
.lAi4<9QMipiMg,,Btid  tlvwctfw^q  1iayfl(a«Mib»;.  ]Hrti««ee 
rfQ«FXflBUoethe  p:eiUBd&q!ta.reiMWt»,W)r.iM^cityi!»o 
i(ten)«a.v«  the  xawtipajpablq  taai^  ^'iits,i«ipiwJiM^r 

iJity.-.     .i.,      :  -I^       ■~.,..::i.  U.,h^,.,;^'.:     ■/-■/., 

_v  'The  General  AsMTOWyviVhieb  .iwaabeUiMitllil^ 
jTWflAt  tcfit^ettiita  mbb^.^  |^i.illip<>c(a»t.  >PhMJc 

npla^ivg  bim.agtuq  i«  tlw  underotor'siobFair.,  rL^ 

7««)fi  at.,ithef„t»n)«f-jjitt»)P  -ApwnjJWy.f.BPd^nMd*  j#iunb 

^0#4ibeniembei»rt«,fig«w^bi^lW)flgs<»WB^^f4  £1:9^(1 

.«if  Fi&'had  parsed  bgaiiiat'hi9itf<<K|xm<^uEipioi0DB,«f' 
.'IJIoMBc^en^.Af  ihese-  profeesiAnsiiattdftrpl*  Uie  cod- 
.  rtjinnit JTrv  tth  irt '  ■  hit  former'adheifwtS'Were 'atUl  in 
yMTiBBiitYtt-  iADdfeiiator:lleRitated'to  abtelve  Hume; 
rHHlithe  [Assembly,  aStjer^  bearit^  bisliKfiaoflft,- fff- 
ItiUefliiiA^  inA  apgwiMecLBarid  liddeayto-BUptriy 


•  Melfille'a  Diary,  p^  SSI,  238.    Cald.  iv,  STI,  3§&,  S9a 
t  Spottwood'i  HtaL  p.  Ub.     Sm  iki^  {■■  **?■ 
VOL.  I.  2  B 
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hid  place  in  pronouncing  the  act  of  absolution*. 
This  is  not  the  only  instance  in  which  we  find  the 
ecclesiastical  courts  at  this  period  paying  such  de^- 
ference  to  the  priTate  couvicticma  of  their  manbers, 
and  even  of  those  whose  province  it  was  to  cany 
their  sentences  into  execution  f .  Nor  does  it  appear 
that  the  practice  led  to  any  decidedly  bad  conse^ 
quences.  Even  in  the  ordinaiy  management  of  a^ 
fairs  in  the  best  regulated  ohurchesp  instances  will 
occur  in  which  oonsdentioua  individuals  may  entee- 
tertain  serious  scrubs  as  to  the  lawfulness  of  par- 
ticular decisions,  and  may  decline  to  take  an  active 
part  in  executing  them,  without  being  guilty  of  a 
contempt  of  the  court,  or  anaintainiiig  a  &ctious 
exposition  to  the  measures  which  they  condemn.  Slf 
giving  place  to  such  scruples^  at  the  e^peaae  laf  d^ 
viating  a  little  from  the  strict  line  of  ordinary  .pro- 
cedure, a  court  neither  testifies  itp^  weakn^a»  nor 
compromises  its  a(Uthority :  it  merdiy  evinces  thi^ 
moderation  which  bemmes  s  Cribunajl  confisssedlf 
subordinate  and  fsUiUe,.  and  dees  fhomage  .(a  tfe 
sacred  zights  of  consdence  and  private  jiA^tgipcnt. 
Obstinacy  and  pride  will  screen  themselves, .  ijuiil^' 
this  plea ;  but  it  is  better  that  these  evile  <shoi|l|t 
be  overlooked  and  tolerated,  than  that  the  afnrit  ^ 

•  Melvifle'fe  Diary,  ^  «Sa 

t  In  1586,  Robert  Wilkie,  the  moderator  of  the  proThidal  iyaod 
of  Fife,  having  declined  pronouncing  the  sentence  of  exoomnmnica- 
tion  against  Archbishop  Adamaon,  the  synod  appointed  one  of  the 
members  lo  act  for  him  in  that  instance.  (Priuted  Calderwood, 
pp.  201,  203.) 
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iiid^>endeiice  should  be  crushed,  that  there  should 
be  no  medium  kft  between  absolute  aubmission  and 
endless  separation,  and  that  a  despotical  adminis- 
tration should  be  grafted  on  an  authority  which'  is 
immediatety  conversant  about  the  afiairs  of  the  niiiiid 
and  conseience. 

The  Assembly  unanimously  ratified  the  sentence 
which  the  synod  of  Fife  had  pronounced  aguost^lfe 
otlier  popish  lords.  These  noblemeU  had  xefa$ei 
to  take  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  abolition,  continued 
in  arms,  and  pusevered  in  thdr  tPeasonaUe  oorr»- 
spondence  with  Spain.  To  a  faithful  and  spirited 
exposition  of  the  state  of  the  country  which'  the 
asMnmbly  laid  before  bim,'  the  King  retttmed  a  very 
favourable  answer.  He  acknowledgisd  the  dangers 
which  they  had  pointed  out,  and  declared  his  re- 
so]uti(Hi  to  ad(^  the  most  prompt  and  decinive  mea>- 
eures  against  the  common  enemies  of  the  religion 
Mid  peace  of  the  kingdom.  All  his  desires  were 
most  ctmlially  granted  by  tiiia- aaiemMy.  Tliey  re- 
newed an  aet  of  a  former  assembly,  enjoinh^  miAis- 
ters,  under  the  paiA  of  deposition^  not  to  utter  frtaa 
the  pulpit  any  rash  or  irreverent  speeches  against 
the  King  or  his  council  *.  Tbey  censured  a  preach- 
er of  the  name  of  Roes  who  had  been  guilty  of  this 
offence.  They  pronounced  the  sentence  of  deposi- 
tion against  the  minister  of  Cambee,  who  had  taken 

'  Some  Jadidoni  and  {intinent  riiistIu  on  tim  tct,  and  en  the 
•ti^gect  to  wbid)  it  relatn— the  fitticm  oaed  hf  the  ntiiUtMi  in  Aeir 
MfMou,  mir  be  awn  in  Dr.  Cook'a  HhUay  of  the  Ckurch  of  SoM- 
latid,  Tta.  ii.  IS— 30. 
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part  with  Bothwell  *.  And  they  enjoined  all  mi- 
nisters to  warn  the  people  under  their  charge  not  to 
concur  with  that  turbulent  nobleman^  or  others  who 
might  engage  in  treasonable  practices  against  his 
Majesty,  and  not  to  receive  military  pay,  without 
the  royal  warrant,  from  any  individual  under  the 
pretext  of  defending  the  cause  of  religion  f . 

Indeed,  there  is  not  the  slightest  ground  for  call- 
ing in  question  the  loyalty  of  the  ministers  of  the 
church,  or  their  decided  and  steady  attachment  to 
the  person  and  government  of  James.  Had  he  ceas- 
ed from  favouring  a  faction  equally  hostile  to  his 
crown  and  the  established  religion ;  had  he  exerted 
a  reasonable  superintendence  over  the  administra- 
tion of  the  state,  and  abstained  from  encroachments 
on  the  jurisdiction  of  the  church ;  and  above  all, 
had  he  maintained  his  word  and  promises  inviolate, 
he  would  have  found  the  ministers  disposed  to  give 
him  all  due  satisfaction,  and  might  have  derived 
from  them  the  most  essential  and  efficient  suj^rt 
Hie  submission  which  the  nobility  yielded  to  him 
was  always  partial  and  precarious.     In  the  dispute 


*  The  language  employed  by  James  in  requesting  this  may  be  re- 
ferred to  as  an  exculpation  of  the  ministers  fVom  the  charge  often 
brought  against  them :  **  3.  that  they  wiU  excommunicat  Mr.  Andro 
hunter  for  bringing  in  ane  scandall  upon  thair  professioun,  as  the^Ers^ 
opin  traitour  of  thair  functioun  agains  ane  christian  king  of  tbair  rdi- 
gioun  and  thair  naturall  soveraigne."  (Buik  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  174,  a.) 
James  MeWilie  says  that  the  Presbytery  of  8t.  Andrews  had  preTious- 
ly  deposed  Hunter.    (Diary,  p.  231.) 

t  Buik  of  the  Univ.  Kirk^  ff.  167^174.  Melville's  Diary,  pp.  230^ 
232.    Spotswood,  406. 
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which  Boon  after  arose  between  him  and  the  Queen, 
as  to  the  disposal  of  the  person  of  the  young  Prince, 
he  was  deserted  by  some  of  his  principal  courtiers. 
His  faTOuritea  engaged  in  cahals  against  him,  and 
Lemiox,  for  whom  he  had  done  so  much,  repeatedly 
connived  at  the  audacious  attempts  of  Bothwell. 
The  preachers  were  inclined  to  favour  no  faction  in 
the  state.  The  selfishness  and  avarice  of  the  barons 
had  weaned  them  from  any  dependance  which  they 
might  once  have  been  disposed  to  place  on  that  or- 
der ;  and  there  was  not  at  that  time  a  single  no- 
bleman to  whom  they  looked  up  as  a  protector,  or 
who  possessed  any  considerable  share  of  their  con-' 
Adence.  Had  their  Jealousies  not  he&a  awakened 
and  kept  alive  by  the  misconduct  of  the  King,  the 
leading  men  among  them  possessed  too  much  senses 
and  were  too  well  aware  that  the  safety  of  the 
church,  including  their  own,  depended  on  the  stabi- 
lity of  his  government;  to  indulge  in  or  countenance 
any  freedoms  from  the  pulpit  that  tended  to  embar- 
rass his  administration,  or  to  bring  his  person  into 
contempt*.  The  joint  influence  of  their  doctrine 
and  discipline  presented  to  James  a  powerful  instrti>- 

-  *  Bruce,  «t  the  time  he  wu  using  the  grckteBt  freeilnm  in  rebuking 
Ihe  court,  Boid:  "  It  is  out  parts  to  crave  it  (wisdom  to  the  King:) 
becaua  for  as  iousg  as  he  ii,  he  la  the  greatest  blessing  that  ever  we 
sliall  see."  And  in  another  sermon  :  "  Surelj  the  only  band  tempo- 
nJl  that  holds  up  the  commonweill  here,  qohilk  is  ruinouae  on  all 
■ides,  and  is  like  to  faU  down,  stands  upon  that  prince-  Suppose  he 
be  many  wayes  abused,  out  of  question  an  he  war  removed — I  look  to 
see  confusion  multiplied  on  confusion."  (MS.  Notes  of  Sermons  bjr 
Robrrt  Brace:  WodrsVa  Life  of  Brace,  p.  li,  15.) 
SB  3 
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ment,  not  possessed  by  any  of  his  predecessors,  fcHr 
sui^ressing  the  feuds  of  the  nobility,  purifying  the 
administration  of  justice,  and  civilizing  and  reform- 
ing the  morals  of  the  people.  Had  he  known  how 
to  avail  himself  of  this,  his  reign  in  Scotland  mi^ 
have  been  tranquil  and  happy. 

Although  the  popish  noblemen  were  now  in  a  state 
of  open  rebellion,  they  found  advocates  in  the  Par«- 
Uament  which  was  held  in  the  month  of  June.  Mel- 
ville was  present,  and  appeared  for  the  church  be- 
fore  the  Lords  of  Articles.  He  urged  the  adopting 
of  decisive  measures  against  the  delinquents  as  ne- 
cessary to  the  security  of  religion  and  the  peace  of 
the  kingdom.  *^  Sir,  (said  he,  addressing  the  KijBg^) 
many  think  it  a  matter  of  great  weight  to  overthrew 
the  estate  of  three  so  great  men.  I  grant  it  i$  so : 
but  yet  it  is  a  weightier  matter  to  overthrow,  aid 
expel  out  of  the  country,  three  fieu*  greater;;  to  wit». 
true  religion,  the  quietness  of  the  conunonwealtik 
and  the  {M*06perous  estate  of  the  King.  Myt^^an  girt- 
us  ai  better  commonwealth  than  our  own,  (coutiaiied 
he,  directing  his  speech  to  the  lords,)  and  a  better 
King,  we  are  content  that  the  traitorous  lords  be 
spared ;  otherwise,  we  desire  you  to  do  your  duty.'* 
He  objected,  that  some  who  were  present  and  pr^ 
pared  to  vote,  were  excluded  by  law,  and  particularly 
the  Prior  of  Pluscarden.  One  of  the  lords  said*  that 
the  Prior  was  a  man  of  honouraUe  ^ace,  being  Pre* 
sident  of  the  Court  of  Session.  "  More  honourable 
men  than  he  are  debarred  from  a  place  among  the 
Lords  of  Articles,"  replied  Melville.     The  King  ac- 
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koowledged  that  this  was  true,  and  promised  to  at- 
tend to  the  matter.  Melville  went  on  to  say,  that 
there  were  other  individuals  on  the  Articles  who 
were  strongly  suspected  of  partiality  in  this  cause* 
and  of  being  ahnost  as  guilty  ae  those  who  were 
under  process.  The  abbots  of  Kinloss  and  Inchaf- 
fny  smiled  to  each  other.  "  Whom  do  you  mean  ?" 
said  the  King.  "  One  who  laughs  across  the  table," 
replied  Melville.  "  Do  you  mean  me  ?"  said  Kin- 
lots.  "  If  you  confess  yourself  guilty,  I  will  not 
clear  you ;  but  I  meant  Inch^ray."  "  Mr.  Ed- 
ward, (said  his  Majesty  to  Kinloss)  that  is  Judas's 
question,  la  it  I,  Master  ?"  a  remark  which  exci- 
ted laughter.  The  majority  of  the  Lords  c^  Arti< 
clcs  voted  for  the  forfeiture  of  the  three  earls,  and 
their  judgment  was  ratified  by  Parliament  *. 

On  the  defeat  of  the  Earl  of  Ai^le  by  the  po- 
pish Iftfds  at  Gienlivet,  the  King  set  out  fco*  the 
noilh,  at  the  head  of  some  troths,  to  oppose  the  re- 
bels. At  bis  express  request,  he  was  accompanied 
hf  Melville,  his  n^hew,  and  two  other  ministers. 
Had  it  not  been  for  their  presence,  the  expedition 
must  have  ended  disgracefully.  The  popish  chiefs 
retired  into  their  fastnesses,  and  the  royal  forces 
were  ready  to  disband  for  want  of  pay.  So  great 
was  the  distrust  of  his  Majesty's  professions,  that 
the  nation  testified  no  disposition  to  raise  the  sup- 
plies necessary  to  insure  the  success  of  an  expedition 

•-  CM.  ir.  8»S,  a»3.  Tbe  Form  aod  Pnbation  of  the  rainmoiMlit 
of  trcMon,  y.  S*9.    Act.  Pari.  Seot.  iv.  56— «L 
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of  which  they  highly  approved.  In  this  emergency, 
James  Melville  was  despatched  to  the  south,  with 
'  recommendatory  letters  from  his  brethren,  to  pro- 
cure contributions  in  the  principal  towns.  He  had 
scarcely  left  the  camp,  when  measiu*es  were  proposed 
which  would  have  disgraced  his  mission,  and  con- 
tradicted the  assurances  which  he  was  authorized  to 
give  in  the  name  of  the  King.  But,  after  the  great- 
er part  of  the  Privy  Counsellors  had  given  their 
opinion  that  it  was  not  fit  to  proceed  to  extremities 
against  the  insurgents,  Melville  reasoned  so  forcibly 
against  the  proposal,  and  his  argiunents  made  such 
an  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  officers  of  the 
army  who  were  present,  that  his  Majesty  deemed  it 
prudent  to  dissent  from  the  majority  of  his  council, 
and  issued  immediate  orders  for  throwing  down 
Strathbogie,  a  castle  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Hunt- 
ly.  This  decisive  measure  produced  the  expected 
effect  upon  the  popish  earls,  who  soon  after  quit- 
ted the  kingdom  *. 

In  the  midst  of  the  confusions  caused  by  the  re- 
bellion of  the  popish  lords,  great  joy  was  diffused 
through  the  nation  by  the  birth  of  an  heir  to  the 
crown.  Melville  celebrated  that  event  in  an  elegant 
little  poem,  in  which  he  predicted  that  the  infant 
prince  would  unite  the  crowns  of  Britain,  and  hum- 
ble the  pride  of  Spain  and  Rome : 

Fastu  donee  Iberico 
Late  subacto^  sub  pedibos  prenias 


♦  Record  of  Privy  Council,  Oct.  19,  and  28,   1594.     Mdville't 
Diary,  pp.  939— S36.    Cald.  iv.  40«,  407—418. 


LIFE  OF  ANDREW  MELVILLE.  877 

Ckrus  triumpho  d«libuti 

GeryonlB  triplicem  tiaram. 
Qua  nuDc  reTinctus  tempora  Cerberas 
RmnanuB  atra  conduplicat  face 

De  rupe  Tarpcga  fragores 

Tartareos  tonitru  tremeDdo. 
Quo  terram  inertem^  quo  mare  barbarum^ 
Orcamque^  et  oras  territat  igneas 

SepteiD,  potitns  iwerna  icepCm^ 

£t  Bolio^  gemini  dracunia  *. 

The  poet,  however,  lived  to  see  his  prediction  con- 
tradicted, and  to  sing  in  other  strains  the  prema^ 
ture  death  of  a  prince  whose  rare  virtues  and  ta- 
lents had  excited  universal  expectation.  David  Cun- 
ninghame,  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  was  employed  to 
celebrate  the  baptism  of  Prince  Henry  ;  a  circum- 
stance which,  when  compared  with  what  took  place 
at  the  Coronation  of  the  Queen,  may  be  viewed  as 
indicating  that  the  court  had  altered  its  intentions 
as  to  the  government  of  the  church,  and  already 
meditated  the  gradual  restoration  of  the  episcopal 
order  f . 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1595,  Melville  was  in- 
volved in  trouble  through  his  friendship  for  David 

♦  This  poem  was  published  under  the  following  title :  "  Principia 
Scoti-Britannomm  Natalia.  Edinbvrgi  Exciidebat  Robertus  Walde- 
graue^  SerenissimK  Regie  Migestatis  Typographus.  Anno  1594." 
4to.  four  leaves.    A  poem  entitled  ''  Amvletum"  is  subjoined  to  it. 

t  The  Account  of  the  Baptism  of  Henry  Prince  of  Scotland  haa 
been  frequently  printed.  I  do  not  know  that  the  concluding  orationa 
of  the  Bishop  were  erer  published^  but  they  are  preserved  in  MS.  in 
the  British  Museum :  "  Frederici  Henrici  Principis  Scotorum  Sacra 
Lustralia,  actore  atque  auctore  Dauide  Cuninghamo,  Episcopo  Aber- 
donensi,  celebrata  Niueoduni  Sterlingorum  Septembris  1594."  {Harl. 
MSS.  4043,  4044.)    They  conaiat  of  a  '^  Votom"  in  verae,  and  ''  £u* 
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Black,     Black  had  commenced  a  {nrocess  against 
Balfour  of  Burley,  who  retained  possession  of  a 
house  in  the  Abbey  which  had  been  assigned  as  a 
manse  to  the  minister  of  St.  Andrews  *.     Fearing 
that  he  would  lose  his  cause,  Burley  stirred  up  the 
court  against  his  prosecutor,  whom  he  accused  of 
reviling  the  late  queen  in  his  sermonSb     Melville 
was  charged  with  abetting  him  in  his  seditious  ha- 
rangues, and  both  were  summoned  before  the  King 
at  Falkland.     At  their  arrival.  Black  was  brought 
before  an  assembly  consisting  partly  of  members  of 
the  Privy  Council,  and  partly  of  ministers  caUed 
together  from  the  neighboiuing  parishes.     He  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  to  give  an  account  of  his 
doctrine  for  the  satisfaction  of  his  Majesty  and  the 
individuals  present,  but  objected  to  being  put  on 
his  trial  before  an  assembly  which  was  neither  dvil 
nor  ecclesiastical.     His  objections  were,  however, 
summarily  overruled,  and  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses was  already  begun,  when  Melville^  suspect- 
ing the  irregular  proceedings  which  were  going  on, 

charigteria/*  addressed  to  the  ambtasadors,  in  prose.    The  focmer 
contains  the  following  encomium  on  the  royal  parents : 

Sin  te  exempla  sequi  jtivat  ant  veadgia  regnm* 
Nequicquam  antiqnata  petaa,  que  oodiiaa  fOtoatm 
OccuUt,  aat  unum  patrem  mireria,  el  nnmn 
Patrem  qui  reges  tantum  super  altior  omnes, 
Astrsos  quantum  Phoebus  super  emicat  ignea. 
Nee  panun  matre  est^  tantaque  Tiragioe  naaci 
Filia  qu«  regia  coi^unzque  sororque  parenaque, 
Sed  superans  meritia  sortem  sezumque  genuaque. 

•  Bulk  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  17«,  b. 
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knocked  at  the  door  and  was  admitted.  Haviag 
obtained  permission  to  speak  on  a  mode  of  proce- 
dure which  tended  to  prejudge  the  rights  of  the 
church  and  his  own  cause,  he  told  his  Majesty, 
what  he  had  often  rung  in  his  ears,  that  though  he 
was  the  King  of  Scotland,  he  was  not  the  King  of 
the  church  in  Scotland ;  and  that  there  was  no  court 
assembled  there  which  had  a  right  to  try  the  cause 
which  he  had  brought  before  them.  "  But,"  con- 
tinued he,  "  if  King  James  the  Sixth  has  any  judi- 
cature or  cause  here,  it  should  be  to  judge,  not  the 
faithful  servants  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  (turning  to 
Burley)  thit  traitor,  who  has  committed  diverse 
points  of  high  treason  against  his  Majesty's  civil 
laws,  by  taking  his  peaceable  sobjecta  in  the  nig^t 
out  of  their  houses,  and  resetting  in  his  own  house 
the.  King's  reb^  utd  forfeited  enemies."  Burley 
£^  on  his  kneee  before  his  Majesty,  and  craved  jus- 
tice.  "  Justice!"  exclaimed  MelriUe^  "  would  to 
Ciod  you  had  it !  You  would  not  then  be  here  to 
bring  a  judgment  hota  Christ  upon  the  King,  and 
thus  falsely  and  unjustly  to  vex  and  accuse  the 
faithfid  servants  of  God."  James  attempted  to  si- 
lence him  by  assuming  an  air  and  tone  of  authority, 
but  the  feelings  of  MelviUe  were  wrought  up  to  too 
high  a  pitch  to  suffer  him  to  pay  regard  to  frowns 
or  threats ;  and  his  Majesty  was  fain  to  allay  the 
heat  by  addressing  the  parties  in  a  jocular  strain, 
and  telling  them,  "  that  they  were  both  little  men, 
and  their  heart  was  at  their  mouth."  By  this  af- 
fray the  trial  was  suddenly  Iwoken  off  as  it  had  been 
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irregularly  begun.  The  affair  was  at  last  brought 
to  a  happy  termination  by  the  wisdom  of  James 
Melville,  who  had  been  sent  for  by  his  uncle  to  be 
present  on  the  occasion.  He  acquainted  the  £arl  of 
Mar  with  the  real  circumstances  of  the  case ;  set  be- 
fore him  the  injurious  consequences  which  would 
arise  from  a .  breach  between  the  church  and  the 
King,  at  a  time  when  the  court  was  divided  and  the 
country  far  from  being  in  a  settled  state ;  and  per- 
suaded him  to  mitigate  his  Majesty's  resentment, 
and  bring  about  an  accommodation  on  reasonable 
terms.  The  consequence  was,  that  Black,  being 
admitted  to  a  private  interview,  satisfied,  the  King 
that  he  had  spoken  with  great  respect  of  his  mo- 
ther, and  touched  very  gently  on  the  errors  of  her 
administratipn ;  professed  that  he  had  no  design  of 
insinuating  that  the  extraordinary  measures  t^ken 
by  the  nation  during  her  reign  shoidd  be  adopted 
in  the  present ;  and,  as  his  Majesty  was  afraid  that 
the  seditious  would  put  such  a  construction  on  his 
words,  promised  to  abstain  for  the  future  from  such 
forms  of  speech  as  he  had  used.  Melville  too  was 
admitted  to  an  audience,  and  after  free  but  amicable 
reasoning  with  James,  was  graciously  dismissed. 

All  parties  professed  to  be  satisfied  with  the  con- 
duct of  James  Melville  in  this  affair,  but  he  observed 
that  from  tliis  time  his  credit  with  the  King  declin- 
ed. His  object  in  cultivating  the  inter^t  which  he 
had  at  court  was  to  persuade  his  Majesty  that  the 
ministers  loved  him,  and  were  disposed  to  please 
him  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  their  sense  of 
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duty ;  that  so  the  affairs  of  church  and  state  might 
be  conducted  harmoniously,  or  with  as  little  jarring 
as  possible.  His  Majesty,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
anxious  to  gain  him  over  to  an  approbation  of  the 
court-measures ;  but  finding,  after  an  exjwriment  of 
two  years,  tliat  he  could  not  detach  him  from  his 
brethren,  he  withdrew  the  marks  of  regard  and  con- 
fidence with  which  he  had  hitherto  honoured  him. 
Among  those  who  are  to  be  found  in  kings'  courts 
few  are  like-minded  with  James  Melville.  He  an- 
nually expended  the  half  of  his  stipend  on  the  pub- 
lic service :  and  as  for  gifts  from  the  crown,  "  I 
sought  none,  (says  he)  and  I  got  none  unsought  *." 

Id  the  end  of  this  year,  Melville,  along  with  his 
nephew  and  Bruce,  visited  Lord  Thirlstane,  the 
Chancellor,  in  his  castle  beside  Lauder.  His  lord- 
ship was  then  on  his  death-bed,  and  the  conversation 
which  he  held  with  them  was  highly  satisfactory  to 
his  visitors.  Tlie  loss  of  this  able  statesman  was 
quickly  felt  by  the  nation,  and  must  be  viewed  as  a 
principal  means  of  bringing  on  those  evils  with  which 
the  church  was  soon  after  assailed  f . 

The  year  1596  is  memorable  in  the  history  of 
the  church  of  Scotland.  "  It  had,"  says  James  Mel- 
ville, "  a  strange  variety  and  mixture ;  the  begin- 
ging  thereof  with  a  shew  of  profit  in  planting  the 
churches  with  perpetual  local  stipends ;  the  midst 


•  Melville's  Disry,  p.  S3T— «*2. 

f  Ibid.  p.  S4S.  Simioni  Annaleg,  p.  73.  Spotswood,  p.  ill. 
Uelnlle  unified  his  rapect  for  the  memor;  of  thft  OuncdUor,  in  in 
epiuph-    Delilitt  Poet.  Scot.  ii.  116. 
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of  it  very  comfortable  for  the  exercise  of  reforma- 
tion and  renewing  the  covenant ;  but  the  end  of  it 
tragical  in  wasting  the  Zion  of  our  Jerusalem,  the 
church  of  Edinburgh,  and  threatening  no  less  to 
many  of  the  rest."  The  first  of  these  measures  was 
defeated  by  the  same  cause  which  had  opposed  iCi 
adoption  in  every  shape  since  the  Reformation^. 
The  second  measure  commenced  under  more  £a* 
vourable  auspices,  and,  though  intermpted  by  the 
confusions  which  ensued,  was  productivie  of  good 
and  lasting  effects.  It  originated  with  that  pioot 
and  honest  ndnister  of  the  €k)spel,  John  Davidson  f  * 
His  mind  had  for  a  considerable  time  been  deeply 
affected  with  various  corruptions  in  the  chiurcfa.  He 
lamented  the  inefficacy  of  the  means  which  had  hi^ 
therto  been  used  to  correct  them.  He  was  appf^ 
hensive  of  the  consequences  which  might  ensue,  if 
the  constancy  of  ministers  and  ped^e,  in  adhering 
to  their  religious  profession,  should  ba  subjected  to 
any  severe  trial.  And  he  was  anxious  tlutt  a  greirt 
and  general  efibrt  should  be  made  to  bring  about 
such  a  reformation  as  all  good  men  wished  to  se6 

*  The  plan  of  providing  fixed  stipends  here  refenrad  lo  maa  dnwa 
up  by  Secretary  Lindsay,  and  has  been  preserved  at  length  by  James 
Melville.  (Melville*8  Diary,  p.  244^-454.)  Those  who  wi^  to 
be  acquainted  with  its  provisions  may  consult  Printed  CaHerwoodj 
(pp.  S25 — 388.)  or  the  more  abridged  account  of  it  given  by  Dr. 
Cook.  (Hist,  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  ii.  65 — 69.)  The  constoMt 
plat,  as  it  was  called,  became  a  convenient  engine  in  the  hands  of  the 
court,  who  set  it  in  motion  whenever  they  wiriied  the  coBcantDce  of 
the  ministers  in  any  of  their  measures. 

t  He  was  admitted  minister  ef  Prestonpans  on  die  7th  of  Jwnvcay, 
1691,    (Rec.  of  the  Presb.  of  Haddington.) 
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accomfriished.  Acoordingly,  he  laid  a  proposal  to 
tiu8  purpose  before  the  presbytery  of  Haddington, 
who  tranflmitted  it,  to  the  form  of  an  overture,  to 
the  General  Assembly  which  met  at  Edinburgh  in 
the  mouth  of  March.  The  overture  was  unani- 
mously approved  of  by  the  Assembly ;  and  a  writ- 
ing was  immediately  drawn  up,  containing  an  «mu- 
memtion  of  the  evils  to  be  reformed,  under  the  four 
iollowiag  heads:  Corruptions  in  the  persons  and 
lives  oi  mjiufiters  of  the  Crospel ;  offiences  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's house ;  the  couuaon  corruptions  of  ^1  estates; 
and  offences  in  the  courts  of  justice.  Great  modera- 
tion was  used  in  specifying  the  offnices  t^  the  royd 
househcdd,  ami  of  liie  ciril  courts.  The  ministerB 
did  not  spare  their  own  order,  and  that  part  of  the 
statement  whkh  related  to  them  was  larger  than  all 
the  rest  t^en  together  *.  On  the  motion  of  Mel- 
ville the  means  to  be  employed  for  refarming  mi- 
nisters, and  the  ceasures  to  be  inflicted  on  them  for 
particular  acts  oi  deUnquency,  were  condescended 
on.  As  a  primary  step  to  reformation,  and  aocord- 
ing  to  an  approved  practice  in  the  best  times  of  the 
diurch,  the  membeis  of  Assembly  agreed  to  meet  by 
themselves  for  the  purpose  of  jointly  con&ssing  their 
sins,  ajid  "  making  promise  before  the  Majesty  oS 
God"  to  amend  their  conduct.    This  meeting  was 


•  Buik  o£  the  Unit.  Kiik,  ff.  1T9,  179.  Thi*  ncord  Ganteint  the 
ciHenceg  of  tbe  minigten  only ;  bnt  the  endre  paper  hmj  be  Hen  in 
Printed  Calderwood,  pp.  8lt-^3!«0.  The  following  » the  ealj  ip*- 
Ofitatioa  of  perwoal  noe  in  the  Ki)%:  "  HU  M^j.  ii  blotted  with 
biniung  and  twcuingi  which  <■  oonuaoii  to  couitien  tlw." 
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accordingly  held  in  the  Little  Church,  on  Tuesday 
the  30th  of  March,  1596.  John  Davidson,  who  was 
chosen  to  preside  on  the  occasion,  preached  so  mudi 
to  the  conviction  of  his  hearers,  and  made  confession 
of  their  sins  to  Heaven  with  such  devout  fervour, 
that  the  whole  Assembly  melted  into  tears  before 
him ;  and  rising  from  their  seats  at  his  desire,  and 
lifting  up  their  right  hands,  they  renewed  their 
covenant  with  Grod,  "  protesting  to  walk  more  wa- 
rily in  their  ways,  and  to  be  more  diligent  in  their 
charges."  The  scene,  which  continued  during  three 
hours,  was  solemn  and  affecting  beyond  any  thing 
that  the  oldest  person  present  had  witnessed  *. 

As  the  greater  part  of  the  ministers  were  not  pre- 
sent to  join  in  this  sacred  action^  the  General  As- 
sembly ordained  that  it  should  be  repeated  in  the 
several  provincial  synods  and  presbyterieSf  and  that 
it  should  afterwards  be  extended  to  congregations. 
This  ordinance  was  obeyed  with  an  alacrity  and 
ardour  which  spread  from  synod  to  synod,  from 
presbytery  to  presbytery,  and  from  parish  to  pa- 
rish ;  ^^  the  inhabitants  of  one  city  saying  to  ano- 
ther. Come  and  let  us  join  ourselves  to  tike  Lord  in 
a  perpetual  covenant  that  shall  not  be  forgotten," 
until  all  Scotland,  like  Judah  of  old,  "  rejoiced  at 
the  oath  f  .'*     Nowhere  was  the  service  performed 


♦  Buik  of  the  Univ.  Kirk,  ff.  178,  1 79.  Melvffie'il  Db^,  p.  961. 
Cald.  V.  47—49. 

t  Ibid.  Row*8  Historic,  p.  61.  The  covenant  wte  itnewed  hy  tlie 
dynod  of  Fife  on  the  1  Sth  6f  May  (MelviH^'s  Diary,  p.  ^^fKL) ;  by  the 
Presbytery  of  St.  Andrews  "  upon  the  peniilt  fptiaday  of  the  in<meiiie 
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with  more  affecting  solemnity  dian  at  Dunfermlitie 
by  the  membere  of  the  synod  of  Fife.  After  they 
had  plighted  their  faith  to  Ood  and  to  one  another, 
James  Melrille,  who  had  the  direction  of  the  exer- 
cise, called  up  some  of  the  most  judicious  members 
to  address  the  asfiemUy.  David  Ferguson,  the  old- 
est minister  of  the  church,  rose  and  gave  an  account 
{^  the  first  planting  of  the  reformed  churdi  in  Scot- 
land. He  was  one  of  six  individuals,  (he  said)  who 
engaged  in  that  work,  when  the  name  of  stipend 
was  unknown,  when  they  had  to  encounter  the 
united  opposition  of  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  autho- 
rities, and  could  scarcely  reckon  on  the  coimtenanoe 
and  support  of  a  single  person  of  rank  and  woHdly 
estimation :  yet  they  firmly  and  fieariessly  persever- 
ed, and  Providence  crowned  their  labours  with  suc- 
cess. Davidson,'  who  was  present  by  appointhient 
of  the  General  Assembly,  said  that  the  opposite 
emotions  by  which  the  Jewish  convocation  was  agi- 
tated at  the  founding  of  the  second  temple,  were  at 
that  moment  blended  in  his  soul :  he  rejoiced  at 
what  be  saw  that  day,  but  he  was  at  the  'same  time 
filled  wilA  sadness  when  he  refiected  how  far  he  and' 

of  Julj"  (ib.  968)  ;  bj  the  coogre^tioB  of  Kilrmny  on  the  £[h  of 
September  (ib.  p.  271.);  and  by  tbe  copgHgition  ttf  Atwtrntlur  loati 
After :  "  We  tho'  meet  to  enter  in  tTTcU  of  oniwlfei  for  the  better 
prep«nition  to  the  covetiant  and  Lord**  supper."  (Rec  ct  Kirk  Sb»- 
■ion  of  Anatrutber,  Sept  6,  159fi.)  June*  Melvifle  bnetiu  that  the 
raioulers  of  Edinburgh  omitted  diia  exerciae  in  their  congregatiQitt. 
(DiM7,  p.  874.)  If  the;  did  ao,  the  prabytery  cannot  be  bltned  Ibt 
a»im^m:  "It^ewicIirfitt,ao6MJiintotlieactof  d»G«»ttia 
AnnmliTii,  a  corenant  lalbe  renewitt  in  all  the  boondia  of  thia  ^reabi- 
trie,  and  that  upon  the  ni  of  October  next."  (Ree.  of  Pieibylaj  of 
Edlabiugta,  Sept  SI,  15SS.) 

VOL.  L  3  C 
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brethren  had  degenerated  fimft  tibi^  godUties^ 
fleal»  gravity,  love,  jcourag^  and  paiiifnhMM^  which 
ahade  in  the  first  reformerl,  and  vrhidh  bQ  had  'wHr 
ncaaed  in  hifi  yonth.  Melville^  at.  the  modenitiar^a 
desire,  delivered  the  concluding  addreea.  In  wanoh 
jaghifl  brethren  against  defection  and  bereaeh  4xf  ccH 
veMUBt^  he  put  th^ti  in  mind  of  the  hnmMing  tst^ 
joqile  jof  hnman  frailty  which  had  been  given  in  the 
yeaff  1584,  whm  the  greater  part  of  the  aainiafev^ 
after  swearing  the  national  cownant»  weti  indooed^ 
by  the  mere^  dread  of  losing  ihmr  «tipendaw  to  nti^ 
1^  (heir  suhscriptioa  those  acts  whkh  suhractedthe 
iibertiea  and  whole  discipline  of  the  diuieh^  ^What 
should  be  looked  for»  <ben,  (said  he)  if  the  Span* 
lards^  who  have  lately  taken  Calaii^  from  whlcb  in 
Hrftnv:  horns  they  might  easily  transport:  Ihetnaelvaa 
Id  this  island,  yea»  into  our  own^ritl^  di^Nild  esM^ 
Mir  cimatanqr  with  the  fine;  and  exquisite  tncm^ta 
ef  their  Ii^ttiisitian  i  a  piece  of  service  upoa  Which 
unreiTflogumimfated  and  fogfei^teA  earte  are  atlsiid* 
ing*?* 

The  satisfaction  felt  in  this  exercise  was  like  a 
l^eam  of  sunshine  before  a  stonn ;  and  tlie  principal 
perscms  engaged  in  it  were  soon  after  involved  in  a 
lletere  conflict,  attended  with  a  train  of  conseduMces 
diatre^ing  to  them  and  disaatrous  to  the  diuirc^^  Thd 
ministerB  were  informed,  by  letters  from  their  friendi 
lArood,  of  the  active  exertions  which  the  Soottldi 
j^iniests  were  makipg  on  the  Contini^t  aga|n^'ti)e&; 
native  country  f^    The  King  of  Spain^agaia  tfaiw^ 

t  Letter  ffon  Av^jitkrg^,  April  f1,  V^  tl^  Mi^!D.'iiiftn&k; 
in  tilt  Appendix. 
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efled  Ae  iBTanDn  of  BritaiiL'  ^iaabetfa  had  pMt 
her  Idiigdom  in  a  pMtare  of  defence  to  meetthe 
mediteted  attack  *.  Jamea  was  fully  Bppjizedi  hf 
intenieptod  lettenr,  of  the  treasoiud^  correspoadtatta 
wMdi  the  popuh  lords  continned  to  hdid  with  Bpail^ 
and  of  the  platts  which  they  had  auggeifted  for  gc4h 
HAg  potaeseion  of  ihe  principEil  porta  in  Sootlandf . 
He  had  made  this  information  pubho  hy  repeated 
prodanutions  ;  had  g;iTen  orders  for  miUtary  mxuh 
ten  and  reviewa  in  the  sereral  eoAnliics ;  and-  had 
ni^ed  tiie  miniBtei»  to  exhort  their  people  to  taka 
amu^  and  to  assist  him  in  raising  supphea,  to  vepel 
the  intended  inraiion^  IntiiesedreuniataiioesthA 
natocm  was  throfm  into  a  state  of  alarm  and  oaal» 
aion  hjr  the  news  that  the  popish  lorda  had  eeactHf 
entered  the  kingdom.  James  jwote^ted  that  thesr 
had  come  without  his  consent  or  knowledge ;-  but 
this»  instead  af  relievhig  men's  mind^  placed  tfafM 
ki  the  most  dlstressiiig  dilemma.  If  they  diib» 
lieved  his  Majesty's  asseveration,-  -iriiat  oonfidcBaa 

I 

*Cdd.iv.  us. 

t  Printed  CiOdcnrood,  pp.  353,  STS. 
'  X" Bring  sorUe  informlt  thit  the fbr^e  prepumtlatnu  tUiMtift 
«f  lug  tjiae  for  {mMqUtlaiui  at  Cm  ietntMe  cOMpbtnU^^ 
ehriM  «nd  his  oraDgiU  «r  fftttaiUe  in  mdiota  and  inimdia  taiff» 
ID  t^  lUsd— Qtuirfoir  hii  Uuesti*  vith  ■doiw  of  the  Icndii  of  Im 
iiecnit  connnll  ordum  Uid  cotnmsi^dii  W  alnui  effitftnon^e  reqiiM 
ID  ailnlMeM  af  CMb  MvAi  and  pnOltirica  vtfai  tBtomba  BifMiafc 
to  MthB  w*  ■!!  bt*  bieaM  nbtMtk  of  all  mftit,  to  conTCSf  jljy 
MTfom  ^*b  ba  Maiatie  hU  DcntenmiM  or  coTOiiiiwioiaria,"'&c.  ^lU> 
^niafPHt7Cooikn,NoT.«,  15»5.)'  PrtdaUurtiontbrui^i^^ 

>1— ri^  ii  vutit  MB  contalMd  in  ^y  Cwydl  Minora  of  94^  p»> 

«Ji,^j^.4Ui.(|fP(biT|^,awldwlI&<Jf,M»^  . 
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could  they  have  in  any  thing  that  he  said  or  did? 
If  they  gave  credit  to  it,  what  could  they  think  but 
that^the  noblemen,  in  ccHning  home,  must  have  re- 
ceived assurances  of  aid,  both  domestic  and  foreign, 
to  enable  them  to  set  at  defiance  the  royal  authority  ? 
The  state  of  matters  was  now  much  altered  from 
what  it  had  formerly  been,  when  the  prime  minister 
was  decidedly  favourable  to  the  interests  of  religion 
and  the  church.  Since  the  death  of  the  Chancellor, 
the  administration  of  affairs  had  been  entrusted  to 
eight  individuals,  commonly  called  Octavians  ;  the 
greater  part  of  whom,  including  the  Lord  President 
and  the  King's  Advocate,  were  either  known  or  sus- 
pected Papists.  That  they  were  privy  to  the  return 
qf  the  forfeited  noblemen,  could  scarce  admit  of  a 
doubt ;  that  their  interest  would  be  used  to  procure 
for  them  an  indemnity  and  admittance  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's coii4sels,  there  was  the  strongest  reason  to 
suspect..  In  that  case,  the  days  of  Lennox  and  Ar- 
ran  would  return ;  and  the  religion  and  lives  of  the 
Protestants  would  be  exposed  to  the  most  imminent 
hazard.  Such  were  the  apprehensions  entertained 
\jiy  the  nation.  Their  fears  might  be  too  highly  rais- 
ed ;  but  none  who  attends  to  all  the  circumstances 
"^jU  pronounce  them  groundless,  or  wonder  that  the 
preachers  shoiild  have  exerted  their  utmost  influ- 
ence to  avert  the  dang^  with  which  they  saw. 
themselv^  and  the  country  threatened. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  the  country,  Huntly  sent 
an  offer  of  submission  for  himself  and  his  associates ; 
and  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  Privy  Council 
was  summoned  at  Falkland  to  take  his  proposals 
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into  consideration  *.  Certain  ministers  whom  tKe 
court  judged  more  complying  than  the  rest  were  de- 
sired to  be  present  at  this  meeting,  to  give  their  ad- 
vice. Though  not  invited,  Melville  judged  it  his 
duty  to  attend  as  one  of  the  Comihissioners  of  the 
General  Assembly.  On  hearing  of  his  arrival,  the 
King  sent  a  messenger  to  Ichow  his  errand,  and  to 
charge  him  to  depart ;  biit  he  excused  himself  firom 
complying  with  this  private  mandate,  by  pleading 
the  public  commission  which  he  had  received.  Wh^ 
he  made  his  appearance  along  with  his  brethren^ 
the  King  asked  him,  what  call  he  had  to  be  th^; 
"  Sir,"  replied  he,  "  I  have  a  call  firom  CSirist  anA 
his  church,  who  have  a  Special  interest  in  this  ccm- 
vention ;  and  I  charge  you  and  your  estates  in  their 
name,  that  you  favour  not  their  enemies,  nor  go 
about  to  make  citizens  of  those  who  -have  traitt^- 
ously  sought  to  betray  their  country  to  the  eriiel 
Spaniard,  to  the  overthrow  of  Christ's  Idngdom^** 
Being  interrupted  by  his  Majesty,  and  ordered  to 
remove,  he  retired,  thanking  God  that  he  had  en- 
joyed an  opportunity  of  exonerating  his  cohscieoce; 
Enomraged  by  his  boldness,  the  other  ministers  re- 
sisted the  proposals  of  the  court ;  but,  in.  the  end,'  as 
James  MelvUle  acknowledges,  they  w^re  induced  to 
relax  in  their  opposition.  The  President  mad9  a 
plausible  speech,  in  which  he  defended  the  policy  (tf 
calling  home  the  exiled  noblemen,  lest,  like  Coritda- 
nus  and  Themlstocles,  they  should  join  the  enemies 
of  their  country.    And  the  council  i^^re^  that  al- 

*  £ml  did  not  ntnn  tiO  8e|tteiiibtr.     . 
3c8 


dioiigb  tiie  pFc^osieloiis  made  hy  fiuntlf  wws  tw 
gentnlf  yet  he  mi^t  be  restored  vfoa  im  annedjag 
to  midi  ccmditkms  as  the  Slug  and  Frivy  GouBcfl 
dioold  preaeribe*.  This  agieemnt  haaring  givMi 
g&hetBl  ofifenoe,  hm  Majesty  took  an  (barijr  t^poito* 
isdtjr  ct  dedaring  that  he  did  not  mean  to  aat  upon  iL 
^Rie  presiqrteiy  cif  fidinbmgh  TOted  him  lai  addviss 
df'ihaiiks  for  this  declarataoii,  and  Hie  peraona  wha 
presented  it  received  from  his  own  mouth  diejrtraiig» 
art  aisitfanGea  that  he  would .  adhere  to  the  defeearw 
xitteati^i  which  he  had  avowadf.  -  Undentatding 
that  a  Coni^ntion  of  Estates  wafi  to  hehdd  atlhniv 
Asnnline  to  deliberate  cm  the  affair,  the ;  peeabjrltrjr 
amt  two  of  their  members  to  request  that  tiie  j^syiA 
iMrmnise  m^e  to  them  should bekqit;  but  tiheiJD|ia* 
(ttlon  was  disregarded,  and  the  resolution  taken  aft 
VUHrland  was  approved  of  and  ratified^* 
^  in  consequence  of  this  the  oemmissioaBn.  of  the. 
General  AssemUy,  assisted  by  some  public  iSffotad 
^teflemen^  met  atCupar  inFtfe;  and  being  aaQfeed 
b^  the  royal  diaplains  that  his  Majestjr  wqa  Mft; 
j^vy  to  the  return  of  the  popish  knds^  thejf  i^ 
pointed  a  deputation  to  go  to  Falldand^  and  «duirt 
him  to  pitev^t  the  evil  eonsequencea  which^vieidi' 
eAsut^'fitmi  the  measures  which  hia  coundliweBa 
iHifittiiig;  The  deputies  were  admitted  to.  a^piivaftai 
iMidimee  <tf  the  King.  Tb^  had  agreed  that  Jamte 
Melville  shoidd  be  their  spokesman  on  aoeontt. of 


v  ' 


t  Becord^oftfaePirMliyferyQfEdl&te^^  ''^ 

twa^iismtcism^AmvM,^^  uij^ii  I  mug. 
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the  orrarteousneBB  of  his  address,  and  tha  supanor 
d^liee  of  respect  whidi  his  Majesty  had  unifwndy 
coqiressed  for  him.  Bat  he  had  scarcely  b^:uii  to> 
Bpaikt  when  the  King  interrupted  him,  and  in  a  tooa 
of  irritation  challenged  the  meeting  held  at  Cupar 
as  illegal  and  eeditiouB,  and  accused  them  of  Infusing 
nnreasonahle  and  nnfbunded  fears  into  the  minds  of 
the  people.  James  Mdrille  was  pr^Muing  to  reply 
in  his  mild  manner,  when  his  und^  unable  to  r^ 
strain  himself,  or  judging  that  the  occasion  called 
for  a  different  style,  stepped  forvard  and  addressed 
the  King.  His  Majesty  testified  the  strongest  re^ 
luctance  to  listen  to  his  dlseoarBe,  and  summoned  i^- 
all  his  snthority  to  silenee  him ;  but  Melville  prase* 
vered,  and  takhig  hold  of  the  sleeve  of  (he  King** 
gown  in  his  fervour,  and  calling  him  Go^g  nify 
vassal,  he  proceeded  to  address  him  In  the  f<rilowing 
stndn,  pezluqis  ihe  most  singular,  in  point  of  free- 
dom, that  eiver  sainted  royal  ears,  or  that  ev^  pro-, 
oeeded  firom  the  month  of  a  loyal  subject,  who  would 
bne  spttt  the  laat  drop  of  hia  blood  in  defence  of  the 
pefion  and  honoor  of  his  pnnce.  "  Sir,  we  will 
ahvays  humbly  reverence  your  Majesty  in  public  i 
Mat  since  we  have  this  occasion  to  be  wjth  your  Ma- 
jesty in  private,  and  since  you  are  broufi^t  in  asf 
tmne  danger  both  of  your  life  and  crown,  and  along 
with  you  the  country  ondithg  church  of  God  are  lilu 
to  go  to  wreck,  fiir  not  tejlii^  you  Oie  truth  andgiv* 
ing  yon  faithful  coimsel,  we  must  discharge  onr  duty, 
■  io^'^lse  be  traitors  both  to  Christ  and  yon:.  Thervftve, 
Kr,  as  divcarse  timoi  before  I  have  told  yon,  so  iunr 
again  I  must  teD  ytfu^  lliere  an  two  Idngs  and  two 
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kingdoms  in  Scotland :  there  is  King  James  the  head 
of  tins  c(»nmonwealth,  and  there  is  Christ  Jesus  the 
King  of  the  church,  whose  subject  James  the  Sixth 
is,  and  of  whose  kingdom  he  is  not  a  king,  jux^ 
lord,  nor  a  head,  but  a  member.  Sir,  those  whom 
Christ  has  called  and  commanded  to  watch  over  his 
church,  have  power  and  authority  from  him  to  go* 
vem  his  spiritual  kingdom  both  jointly  and  several- 
ly ;  the  which  no  Christian  king  or  prince  should 
omtrol  and  dischai^,  but  fortify  and  assist ;  other- 
wise they  are  not  faithful  subjects  of  Christ  and 
members  of  his  church.  We  will  yield  to  you  your 
place,  and  give  you  all  due  obedience ;  but  again  I 
say,  you  are  not  the  head  of  the  church :  you  cannot 
give  us  that  eternal  life  whidi  we  seek  for  even  in 
this  world,  and  you  cannot  deprive  us  of  it*  Per- 
mit us  then  freely  to  meet  in  the  name  of  Christ, 
and  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  that  church  of  whidb 
you  are  the  chief  member.  Sir,  when  you  were  in 
your  swaddling-clothes,  Christ  Jesus  reigned  freely 
in  this  land  in  spite  of  all  his  enemies :  hk  officers 
and  ministers  convened  and  assembled  for  the  ruling 
and  welfare  <^  his  church,  which  was  ever  for  your 
welfare^  defence,  and  preservaticm,  when  these  same 
enemies  were  seeking  your  destruction  and  cutting 
off.  Their  assemblies  since  that  time  continually 
have  been  terrible  to  these  enemies  and  most  stead- 
able  to  you.  And  now,  when  there  is  more  than 
extreme  necessity  for  the  continuance  and  disdiaige 
of  that  duty,  will  you  (drawn  to  your  own  destmc* 
tiop  by  a  devilish  and  most  pernicious  counsel)  be- 
gin to  hinder  and  dishearten  Christ's  servants  and 
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your  nHMt  £uthful  sabjecta,  quarreUing  them  for 
their  convkiuDg  and  the  care  they  have  of  their  duty 
to  Christ  and  you*  vhen  yoa  should  rath<^  comioeiid 
and  amntenance  them,  as  the  godly  kiuga  and  em- 
perors did  ?  The  wisdom  of  your  coun3el,  which  X 
call  devilteb,  is  thii,  that  ye  must  be  served  by  aU 
sorts  of  men,  to  come  to  your  piurpose  and  gjandeur, 
Jev  and  Gentile*  Papist  and  Protestant;  and  be- 
cause tbe  Protastiuits  and  miiuBters  of  Scotland  are 
over  strong  and  contnd  -the  King,  th^  wvst  be 
weakened. sod. brought. loW:  by  stirring  -qp  a  party 
against  tbeni«  audi  the  King  being  equal  and  indif: 
ferent,  both  shall  be  faxa  to  ftee  to  him.  But»  Sir* 
if  God's  wisdom  be  the  only  true  wisdtaut  this  will 
prove  mere  and' mad  fi>Uy;  his  curse  cannot, .but 
iigbt  upoo  it ;  in  seeking  both  ye  aball  lose  both ; 
whereas  in  cleaving  uprightly  to  God,  his  troC' ser- 
vants would  .be  your  sure  firimds,  .and.  he  would 
compel  .the  rest  jvnmterfettly  and  lyingly  to  give 
pver  tiiemselves  and  serve  you."  During  the  deliv- 
ery of  thi^confounding  speech  his  Majestjr's  passion 
subsided.  On  zecoveciug  from  the  surprise  into 
which  he  was  thrown^  along  with  all  who  were  {we- 
sent,  he  rtqpeated  his  asseverations,  that  he  had  ao 
previous  knowledge  of  the  return  of  the  popish  lords, 
and  pledged  his  word,  that  the  pr<^K»sls  which  they 
had  been  allowed  to  make  should  not  be  received 
till  Uiey  left  the  kingdom,  and  that,  even  then*  he 
would  shew  them  no  favour  before  they  satfefitd  tbe 
church*.  • 

•  Hd4ille'i  lliarj,  pp,  97t-~«tg.    Epitt.  Fldlidk^i  Vindlctt : 
Altare  Dumnc  pp.  714,  TM. 
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But  *'  the  dittidi  got  only  wards  and  proinlaei; 
her  enemies  g<A  the  deed  and  eflfeet  *•**  Thedesiga 
of  restoring  the  popish  noblemen  was  perseyerad  in ; 
the  Countess  of  Huntly  was  inyited  by  the  King  to 
the  baptism  of  his  daughter  Eliaabeth ;  and  Lady 
Livingston,  an  adherent  to  the  Roman  Catholic  idi* 
gion,  was  aj^inted  to  have  the  care  of  the  person  eC 
the  young  princess.  Upon  this  the  presbjrtery  of  Ediii* 
burgh,  at  the  desire  of  their  brethren  in  Fi£^  called 
together  the  commissioners  of  the  Genial  Assem* 
bly  f •  They,  with  the  advice  of  deputies  fixim  the 
differeiit  synods,  drew  up  a  reiNresentation  of  tte 
dangers  of  the  country,  and  of  the  measures  best 
calculated  for  averting  them.  This  was  transadt- 
ted  to  every  presbytery.  It  proposed  that  the  neSh 
tence  of  excommunication  against  the  peevish  kudi 
should  be  intimated  anew ;  and  that  a  certain  num- 
her  of  ministers  from  the  different  quarters  of  the : 
kingdom,  should  sit  at  Edinburgh^  during  the  pie- 
sent  crisis!,  as  an  ordinary  coimcil  of  the  cfa]iidi» 
to  receive  information,  and  toconvoke^  if  they  sfaoald 
see  cause,  a  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Despairing  of  being  able  to  overeoma  the  lesirt- , 
ance  of  the  ministers  of  the  church  io  Uia  sehsaie 
which  it  was  bent  on  acconqdishuig,  the  court  fe»  . 
solved  to  put  them  on  their  own  defencei  by  attack- 


^  This  was  die  stying  of  Patrid:  Gdtowiy,  one  of  die  »wWiSai—  gf 
dut  Klas^a  heaee;  at  whidi  Janes  waa  ao uiieh oA»de4,  dial  haw* 
fused  for  a  considerable  time  to  admit  him  into  his  preaenoe.  (Prial^l 
Calderwood,  p.  336.) 

t  Raedtd  ar  dis  IVsrtiyleqr  of  Sdiahvgli,  Ml  OaMa^^^ 
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lag  tbdr  priTil^es.  This  was  first  ascertained  by 
the  comninioners  on  the  9th  of  Norember,  at  an  in- 
tervicnr  which  they  had  requested  with  the  King 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  jealonsieg  which 
luid  arisen  between  them.  On  that  occasion,  his 
Mt^eety  Md  them  that  there  could  be  no  agreemeiU 
between  him  and  them,  tUl  the  marches  of  their  ju- 
risdietion  were  rid,  and  unless  the  following  poln1> 
ven  conceded  to  him :  That  the  preachers  shoald 
not  Jntrodttce  mattem  of  state  into  their  sermons; 
that  the  General  AssemUy  should  not  be  convened 
without  his  anthority  and  special  command ;  that 
.nothing  dme  in  it  should  be  held  valid  until  ratified 
-by  him  in  the  same  maimer  as  acts  of  Parliament ; 
and  tint  nme  of  the  dmreh-conrts  should  take  cng- 
tisence  of  siny  ctfenee  which  was  punishable  by  the 
criminal  law  of  the  country.  If,  after  this  decla- 
ration, any  doub^  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  court 
BtlU  remaiaed  cm  the  ndndaof  the  ministers,  It  was 
iremoved  1^  the  information,  Chat  Bavid  Black  had 
been  served  with  a  snmmonfl  to  answer  before  the 
Privy  Council  tbt'tertean  expressionB  used  by  him 
In  Us  sermons.  Satisfied  that  the  overthrow  of  their 
liberties  was  turned  at,  the  commisBionen  resolved 
ion  making  a  firm  and  united  resistance  to  this  i»9> 
meditated  attack.  They  wrote  to  the  several  pres- 
byteries to  put  them  on  their  guard  agtunst  any  at- 
tempts that  might  be  made  to  disunite  them ;  th^ 
odiOTted  them  to  turn  their  attentirai  particulariy 
to  Aoee  points  which  were  likely  to  become  tiie  sub* 
jecta  (tf  controversy ;  and  they  sppointed  certaia  in- 
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dividuais  to  make  a  coUection  of  all  the'dds  of 
Privy  Council  and  Pariiameht  which  had  been  made 
in  favour  of  the  liberties  and  discipline  of  Aediurdt 
Having  in  vain  used  means  to  prevail  on  the  Kiiq; 
to  desidt  from  the  prosecution  of  Black,  the  dmi^ 
missioners,  after  deliberatibn,  agreed  that  the  limits 
of  the  church  were  inseparably  connected  witii  }m 
cause,  and  advised  him  to  decline  the  jtidgttieMiiif 
the  Privy  Council  as  incompetent  to  decide  at  first 
instance  on  the  accusation  brought  against  him.  A 
declinature  having  been  dJtiwn  up  in  this  ftntv'ft 
was  sent  through  the  presbyteries,  and  liub^drllj^ 
in  a  very  short  time  by  upwards  of  threes  hundrd 
ministers.  The  contest  between  the  civil  and  etv 
^esiastic  authorities  now  became  open;  eadkt  Ifid 
recourse  to  its  own  weapons  in  defence  of  its  clfuaii; 
and  hi^  and  strong  measures  were  taken  on  bath 
sides. 

According  to  Spotswood's  representation,  it  will 
chiefly  through  the  persuasions  of  Melville  that  t^ 
commissioners  of  the  church  were  indutied  to  ttaSb 
a  common  cause  with  Blade.-  He  adds,  that,  WtA 
it  was  proposed  to  give  in  a  dediHature,  ^  thisr'#te 
held  a  dangerous'  course,  and  eamestiy  dissuaifed  ftjf 
some  few,  but  they  ware  cried  down  by  the  greaCec 
number  *."  I  have  no  doubt  that  Melville  joined 
in  advising  this  step.  Has  friendship^  £or  Blacky 
his  conviction  of  the  innocence*  of  his  firiiaid,  and 

4 

his  having  formerly  adopted  the  sam^  course  wl^ 
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'*  Spotiwood'B  Histolry,  pp.  480,  4SI. 
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a  similar  chai^  was  brouf^t  against  himself,  put 
t^  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt.  But  that  tbdre 
was  any  thing  like  an  opposition  among  the  minis- 
ters to  the  course  which  was  taken,  I  have  seen  no 
good  reason  to  believe.  The  fact  is,  that  there  ne> 
ver  was  more  unanimity  in  the  church  than  was  dis- 
jriayed  in  this  cause.  All  seemed  to  be  animated 
with,  the  same  sentiment  as  to  the  dangerous  tend- 
ency of  the  encroachmenta  of  the  court,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  resisting  them.  HoUock,  Lindsay,  and 
Buchanan,  who  were  most  distinguished  for  mode- 
ration, and  Gladstanes,  Nicolson,  and  Galloway,  who 
were  afterwards  most  active  in  advancing  the  vierns 
of  the  King,  testified  the  greatest  zeal  and  forward- 
ness in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  church  on  the 
{iresent  occasion  *. 

It  is  conunonly  taken  for  granted*  even  by  those 
who  are  favourable  to  the  cause  of  the  ministers, 
that  during  the  disputes  between  the  King  and 
the  church  respecting  the  popish  noblemen.  Black 
poached  a  sermon  in  which  he  used  a  number  of 
freedoms  with  the  royal  family,  the  o>unsellors,  and 
judges,  which,  to  say  the  least,  were  very  unseason- 
able, and  afforded  the  court  a  handle  against  him 
and  his  brethren  f.'    But  this  is  not  a  correct  view 

*  Spotowood'i  Hilt.  n>.  43S— 4S0.    Piiatad  Cald.  pp.  333—336. 

t  Spotiwood  Mji,  '.'  WbOat  things  thaa  put  betvixt  the  King  uid 
the  diurch,  a  new  occsiion  of  trouble  wm  preiented  by  Mr.  Dmvid 
Blake,  one  of  the  mimiten  of  St.  Andrewi,  who  had  in  mu  of  hii 
termon*  cut  forth  divene  speechea  full  of  ipight  againit  the  King, 
the  Queen,  the  Lotdi  of  CooiicU  and  BcmmDj  ud  anoogrt  the  icat  had 
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of  the  ctae.  Black  was  aummoned  jasper  m 
dis;  and  when»  at  his  i^peamioe  before  the  Piivj 
C!ouncil  on  the  10th  of  NovienAer*  he  ohgeoted  ta 
this  mode  of  procedure  as  inquisitOEial  and  ilkipi 
he  was  told,  and  told  for  the  first  time^  that  the  ga»>^ 
neral  charge  was  restricted  to  the  partieiilar  om 
contained  in  a  letter  fixun  the  English  ambassadii^ 
complaining  of  liberties  which  had  been  takm  wiA 
the  character  of  his  mistress  *»  His  sommona  bva 
that  he  was  to  be  examined^  not  oonoemiiig  ailegei 
treasonable  or  seditious  language,  bat  ^  ^««»^iyy 
certain  undeoent  and  unooniely  speecfaea  uttered  bf 
him  in  diverse  his  sermons  made  in  SL  Andievs  *):;? 
So  trivial  were  the  delatians,  or  so  suqfdcioua  Aq 
channels  through  which  they  camoy  tiiat  thiB;  Majia<y 
inx>fe88ed  to  the  commissioners,  that  ^  he  did  not 
think  much  of  that  matter ;  only  they  should  cania 
him  appear  and  take  some  course  fiur  pacifyiag  itbi 
English  ambassador:  but  take  heed J^d Ik)  daft 
you  do  not  decline  the  judicatory.;  for  if  you  de^ il 
will  be  worse  than  any  thing  ilnit  has  yet  hXtim 
out  X*^  Black  gave  an  ezplanatioii  nHiich  g'^^^^»^* 
Bowes,  the  English  ambassador,  who  had  been  poriR 
ed  on  to  complain  of  him  j.  But,  instead  of  drsj^ 
ping  the  process,  the  court  served^Jfflack  with  a  jmw 

called  the  Qneen  of  England  an  Atheist,  a  Woman  of  mo  id^fce." 
(Hitt  p.  490.)  TfaemmateaofthePriTyCowiea,  itwlikiiliiesidi- 
liMiop  had  aoeeii^  do  not  wanrant  thk  atitenieiil. 

^  See  the  mimtte  of  the  Privy  Council,  is  Note  KK* 

t  nrid.  *. 

X  Spotiwood,  |K  481. 

$  Moyae'a  Memoin,  p.  846.  >    ^    .  .,        .  .     ^ 
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liM^  MBtifauii^  irtidfis  df  diaigewhich  liaA  been 
eoBeeted  BiBte  liis  fermte' i^ppesraAe^  a&d  which  le^ 
lated  fco  his  siermons  and  conduct  dnring  the  three 
preceding  years.  In  short,  it  appears  from  the 
vfade  proceedings;  that  the  offence  was  not  offered, 
hnft  eagerly  sou^ ;  and  that  ^^  the  prooesii  agadnst 
Mr.  Black  was  bat  a  policy  to  divert  the  minis- 
ters from  prosecuting  their  suit  against  the  popish 
earis  ^^  The  accusations  in  the  second  Ubti  were 
cdiaos;  fant,.  atthough  it  is  probable  that  he  had  used 
(dspressiois  whidi  gave  some  occasion  for  them, 
there  ean  be  little  doubt  that  his  language  was 
wrested  and  his  meaning  misrepresented.  At  his  ap» 
pearance^  he  protested  that  the  charges  were  utterly 
&lse  and  calumnious,  and  had  been  deviised!  by  in-r 
farmers  who  were  filled  with  resentment  against 
bim  for  bringing  them  under  church  censure  for 
their  faults  f.  He  produced,  in  support  of  his  inno- 
eance,  the  testimonials  of  the  provost  :|:,  bailies,  and 
immcil  of  St.  Andrews,  and  of  the  rector,  dean  of 
fiMsnlty,  professors^  taid  regents  of  the  universiQr.  He 
declared  his  readiness;  to  submit  immediately  to  the 
trial  of  the  Privy  Council  on  that  article  of  the  Mbel 
which  charged  him  with  having  raised  annpanies  of 
armed  men  in  June  1594    And  he  requested  that 

*  Spotgwood,  p.  491. 

t  The  prindptl  iDformer  was  John  Rotherfod,  mfauBter  of  KII* 
eoBijohar,  whom  Blade  had  proaecated  hefore  the  pieabytery  for  mm- 
raydenoe.  (Altare  Damaae.  p.  406.  Cimwtod'a  MS*  HiaUnry  of  die 
Cfavrch  of  Scotland,  vol.  i.  p.  193.) 

t  The  laird  of  Daireie,  who  could  not  he  aoapeeted  of  partiality  for 
Black,  waa  at  that  time  proroat. 
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the  other  articles  should  be  remitted  to  the  presby^^ 
terjr  of  his  bounds,  to  which,  and  not  to  the  Privy 
Council,  it  belonged  to  judge,  in  the  first  instance, 
of  the  doctrines  which  he  had  delivered  from  the 
pulpit  On  the  90th  of  November,  the  day  fixed 
fDr  hearing  his  cause,  Black  was  assisted  in  his  de» 
fence  by  Pont  and  Bruce.  The  couiK^il  rejected  the 
declinature,  and,  disregarding  the  testimonials  which 
he  produced  in  his  favour,  proceeded  to  sustain  them-* 
selves  judges  of  the  whole  libel ;  upon  which  Blade 
refused  to  plead.  At  a  subsequent  diet  they  found 
all  the  charges  against  him  proved,  and  sentenced 
him  to  be  confined  beyond  the  North  Water,  un** 
til  his  Majesty  resolved  what  farther  punishment 
should  be  inflicted  on  him  *. 

I  have  already  inquired  at  some  length  into  the 
merits  of  this  question,  which  had  formerly  been 
the  subject  of  litigation  between  the  church  and  the 
court  f  •  It  is  common  to  censure  the  ministers  for 
imprudence  in  entering  with  so  much  warmth  into- 
Black's  defence,  when  they  were  involved  in  anoth^ 
dispute  with  the  King.  But  from  the  preceding 
statement  it  appears  that  they  were  forced  into  it 
Besides,  the  question  respecting  the  liberty  of  the' 
pulpit,  considered  in  all  its  bearings,  was  of  more^ 
importance  than  that  which  related  to  the  popish 
lords.    These  noblemen,  if  restored,  might  have  dis- 

•  See  Note  KK.  Cotton  MS3.  CaL  D.  ii.  90.  Spotswood^  494-487.. 
A  full  account  of  the  proceedings  in  this  affior  Is  giyen  ill  Printed- 
Calderwood,  pp.  345—356. 

t  See  ahove,  pp.  905,  817. 
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tracted  the  country,  but  they  would  not  have  been 
pennitt^  to  ruin  it,  so  long  as  the  preachers  were 
allowed  to  retain  their  woQted  freedom  of  speech. 
A  law  which  would  have  had  the  effect  of  restrain- 
ing the  ministers  of  Edinburgh  alone  from  express- 
ing any  opinion  on  matters  of  state,  was  more  to  be 
dreaded  at  that  time  than  the  presence  of  ten  thou- 
sand armed  Spaniards  in  the  heart  of  Scotland.  The 
question  was  important  in  another  point,  of  view. 
The  indefinite  restraint  of  public  rebukes  and  cen- 
sures of  immorality,  at  least  so  far  as  concerned  all 
who  had  any  connexion  with  the  court,  was  ulti- 
mately aimed  at  *.  Persons  may  declaim  at  their 
pleasure  on  the  insufferable  license  in  which  the 
preachers  indulged ;  but  it  will  be  found,  on  exami- 
nation, that  the  discouragement  of  vice  and  impiety, 
the  checking  of  the  most  crying  abuses  in  the  admi^ 
nistration  of  justice,  and  the  preserving  of  common 
peace  and  order  in  the  country,  depended  upon  the 
freedom  of  the  pulpit,  to  a  degree  which  no  one  who 
is  not  intimately  acquainted  with  the  state  of  things 
at  that  period  can  conceive  f . 

*  "  Because  impiety  dare  not  be  yet  so  impodent  to  crave  in  eX' 
pKne  terms  that  dnne  be  not  rebuJced,  (say  the  commisdoners  of  the 
diqich,)  it  is  aougbt  only  that  his  Majesty  and  Council  be  aoknofr- 
Icdged  judges  in  matten  civil  and  anminal,  troasoQableaiid  aeditioiu, 
wUch  ihall  be  found  uttered  by  any  ministo'  Id  hii  doctrine;  think- 
ing to  draw  the  rebuke  of  nnne,  in  the  King,  connceH,  or  their  pro- 
ceedings,  under  tbe  name  of  one  of  these  crimes."  (Printed  Calder- 
wood,  p.  3«S.) 

'  t  Tbe  ■nthor  of  k  letter,  irfaich  me  pven  in  to  the  palam  nnder 
tbe  flctitious  name  of  the  Mtniiter  of  EileonqolMff,  ind  wfaieh  ftttted 
Jame*  exceedingly,  s«ys,  «  Had  not  tbe  diadplin*  of  A«  Idric  been 
VOL.  I.  2d 


402  LIFE  OF  ANDREW  MELVILLE. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  quoting  here  the  feUiomiBg 
energetic,  and,  I  must  say^  afiectiiig  pasAage,  which 
no  person  can  read  without  feding  that  he  reads 
the  heart  of  the  writers.  It  is  taken  from  an  ad- 
dress which  the  commissioners  of  the  church  pre- 
sented to  the  King  and  council  on  the  morning  of 
Black's  trial.  **  We  are  compelled,  for  clearing  of 
our  ministry  from  all  suspicion  of  such  imnatural 
affection  and  offices  towards  your  Majesty  and  the 
state  of  your  Majesty's  country,  to  call  that  great 
Judge  who  searcheth  the  hearts,  and  shall  give  re- 
compense to  every  one  conform  to  the  secret  thought 
thereof,  to  be  judge  betwixt  us  and  the  auth<»-s  of 
all  these  malicious  calumnies.  Before  his  tribunal 
we  protest,  that  we  always  bare,  now  bear,  and  shall 
bear,  God  willing,  to  our  life's  end,  as  loyal  affection 
to  your  Majesty  as  any  of  your  Majesty's  best  sub- 
jects within  your  Majesty's  realm,  of  whatsomever 
degree ;  and  according  to  our  power  and  calling 
shall  l)e,  by  the  grace  of  God,  as  ready  to  procure 
and  maintain  your  Majesty's  welfare,  peace,  and  ad- 
vancement, as  any  of  the  best-affectioned  whatsom- 
ever. We  call  your  Majesty's  own  heart  to  record, 
whether  you  have  not  found  it  so  in  effect  in  yoiu* 

more  reverently  and  better  executed  than  the  civill  policy  was  these 
years  bygane,  the  countrie  had  been  cast  in  a  barbarous  confusioo. 
Sir,  wise  men  would  have  your  Majesty  to  ponder  that  saying,  1  Tim. 
iiL  5.  '  If  anie  man  cannot  rule  his  own  house,  how  sail  he  care  for 
the  Kirk  of  God  ?'  And  wise  men  think  and  say,  that  had  the  mi- 
nisters winked  and  been  silent  att  mens  proceedings,  and  suffered  you 
to  ruhne  from  tyme  to  tyme  your  intended  course^  the  crowne  long  er 
now  had  not  been  on  your  head."    (Cald.  v.  157,  161,  165.) 
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Majesty's  Straits,-  and  if  your  Majesty  be  not  per- 
suaiM  to  find  the  like  of  U3  all,  if  it  fall  out  that 
yoiu:  Majesty  have  occasion  in  these  difficulties  to 
have  the  trial  of  the  affection  of  your  subjects  again. 
Whataoever  we  have  uttered,  either  in  our  doctrine 
or  in  other  actions  toward  your  Majesty,  it  hath 
proceeded  of  a  zealous  affection  toward  your  Majes- 
ty's welfare  above  all  things  next  to  the  honour  of 
God,  as  we  protest ;  choosing  rather  by  the  liberty 
<^  our  admonitions  to  hazard  ourselves,  than  by  our 
silence  to  suffer  your  Majesty  to  draw  on  the  guilti- 
ness of  any  sin  that  might  involve  your  Majesty  in 
the  wrath  and  judgment  of  God.  In  respect  where- 
of we  most  humbly  beseech  your  Majesty  so  to  es- 
teem of  us  and  our  proceedings  as  tending  always, 
in  great  sincerity  of  our  hearts,  to  the  establishing 
of  religion,  the  surety  of  your  Majesty's  estate  and 
crown,  (which  we  acknowledge  to  be  inseparably 
joined  therewith)  and  to  the  common  peace  and  wel- 
fare of  the  whole  country.  We  persuade  ourselves 
that  howsoever  the  hrst  motion  of  this  action  might 
have  proceeded  upon  a  purpose  of  your  Majesty  to 
have  the  limits  of  the  spiritual  jurisdiction  distin- 
guished from  the  civil,  yet  the  same  is  entertained 
and  blown  up  by  the  favourers  of  those  that  are  and 
shall  prove  in  the  end  the  greatest  enemies  that  ei- 
ther your  Majesty  or  the  cause  of  God  can  have  in 
this  country ;  thinking  thereby  to  engender  such  a 
mieliking  betwixt  your  Majesty  and  the  ministry  aa 
shall  by  time  take  away  all  farther  trust,  and  in 
end  work  a  division  irreconcilable,  wherethrough 
2  D  2 
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your  Majesty  might  be  brought  to  think  your  great- 
est friends  to  be  your  enemies,  and  your  greatest 
enemies  to  be  your  friends.  There  is  no  necessity 
at  this  time,  nor  occasion  offered  on  our  part,  to  in- 
sist on  the  decision  of  intricate  and  unprofitable 
questions  and  processes  ;  albeit,  by  the  subtile  craft 
of  adversaries  of  your  Majesty's  quietness,  some  ab- 
surd and  almost  incredible  suppositions  (which  the 
Lord  forbid  should  enter  in  the  hearts  of  Christians, 
let  be  in  the  hearts  of  the  Lord's  messengers)  be 
drawn  in  and  urged  importunately  at  this  time,  as 
if  the  surety  and  privilege  of  your  Majesty's  crown 
and  authority  royal  depended  on  the  present  deci- 
sion thereof.  We  most  himibly  beseech  your  Ma- 
jesty to  remit  the  decision  thereof  to  our  lawful  as- 
sembly that  might  determine  thereupon  according 
to  the  word  of  God.  For,  this  we  protest  in  the 
sight  of  God«  according  to  the  light  that  he  hath 
given  us  in  his  truth,  that  the  special  cause  of  the 
blessing  that  remaineth  and  hath  remained  upon 
your  Majesty  and  your  Majesty's  country,  since 
your  coronation,  hath  been  and  is  the  liberty  which 
the  Gospel  hath  had  within  your  realm ;  and  if 
your  Majesty,  under  whatsoever  colour,  abridge  the 
same  directly  or  indirectly,  the  wrath  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  kindled  against  your  Majesty  and  the  king- 
dom, which  we,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  for- 
wam  you  of,  that  your  Majesty's  and  your  council's 
blood  lie  not  upon  us  *."    Had  James  possessed  half 

^  Printed  Caldcrwood,  pp.  S4i,  S45 
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the  wisdom  which  he  laid  claim  to,  he  would  hare 
perceived  that  the  rights  of  his  crown  could  be  in 
no  danger  from  the  attempts,  or  from  the  faithful 
and  affectionate  though  sometimes  officious  and 
rough  reproo&,  of  such  men  as  these :  he  would 
have  revered  their  integrity,  and  been  proud  of 
their  spirit. 

During  the  process  of  Black,  and  after  it  was 
brought  to  a  termination,  daily  communings  were 
held  between  the  court  and  the  ministers,  and  va- 
rious proposals  were  made  for  removing  the  va- 
riance which  had  unhappily  arisen  *.  Different  ac- 
counts are  given  of  the  causes  which  defeated  the 
success  of  these  proposals ;  hut  from  what  the  King 
had  already  avowed,  and  from  the  whole  tenor  of 
his  proceedings,  there  is  reason  to  condiide,  that,  if 
the  ministers  had  yielded  the  point  in  dispute,  the 
concession  would  have  been  followed  by  additional 
encroachments  on  their  rights.  As  it  was,  the  court 
was  determined  against  any  reconciliation  which  did 
not  imply  an  absolute  submission  to  its  claims  on 
the  part  of  the  church.  The  proposals  made  by  the 
commissioners  were  hstened  to,  and  hopes  of  concilia- 
tion were  held  out  to  them ;  but  when  they  were  flat- 
tering themselves  that  they  were  on  the  eve  of  an  ami- 
cable arrangement,  some  new  difficulty  was  started, 
or  some  new  symptom  of  hostility  manifested  f.  Find- 

*  Caldeiwood,  pp.  348—350;  compare  SpoUwood,  pp.  433— 49T. 

t  "  In  thow  trotju  with  the  fUng  (i»jt  the  Engtuh  ambasMdor) 

the  Gonumaionen  ilwrnyea  ittsaatA  Mtiafyed,  reporting  to  the  rest 

that  the  E.  was  pleued  to  enter  in  calme  [[oonference]]  and  auodry 
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ing  that  they  had  been  amused  and  deceived,  the 
ministers  expressed  their  dissatisfactioa  from  the 
'pulpit ;  upon  which  the  court  had  recomise  to  the 
most  irritating  measures.  An  act  of  council  was 
passed,  ordaining  the  ministers,  beftxne  deceiving 
payment  of  their  stipends,  to  subscribe  a  boikl,  iu 
which  they  promised  to  submit  to  the  judgment  of 
the  King  and  Privy  Council  as  often  as  tfaey  were 
accused  of  seditious  or  treasonable  doctrine.  An 
old  act  of  council  was  renewed,  prohibiting  all  firom 
uttering,  privately  or  publicly,  in  Simons  or  in  &- 
miliar  conferences,  any  false  or  slanderous  speeches 
to  the  reproach  or  contempt  of  his  Majesty,  his 
council,  proceedings,  or  prc^nitors,  and  ^m  med- 
dling with  affairs  of  state,  "  {wresent,  bygane,  or  to 
come,  under  the  pain  of  death ;"  commanding  afi 
magistrates  in  burghs,  and  noblemen  and  genUemen 
in  country  parishes,  to  interrupt  and  imprison  «ty 
preachers  whom  they  should  hear  uttering  sadk 
speeches  from  pulpits;  and  threatening  with  tiie 
highest  pains  all  those  who  should  hear  (^nces  0f 
this  kind  committed  without  revealing  them  *  At 
the  same  time,  a  proclamati<Hi  was  issued,  ordering 
the  commissioners  of  the  General  AssemUy  to  leave 


particular  overtures  were  layde  forth  and  lyked  therin^  and  as  i( 
[[seemed]]  that  the  same  should  have  been  allowed  and  autlioriied 
^rfcctly  by  the  K.  the  next  day :  so  that  every  night  a  full  end  and 
conclusion  was  looked  to."  (Despatches -by  Robert  Bowes.  Edinb. 
Dec.  U,  1596.    Cotton  M8S.  Calig.  D.  II.  96.) 

•  Record  of  Privy  Council,  Dec  13,  1596.    Act  Pari.  Scot.  iv. 
101,  102. 
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the  capital*  and  declaring  the  powers  which  they 
claimed  to  be  unwarranted  and  illegal  *. 

Melville  left  Edinburgh,  along  with  the  rest  of 
the  oommissioners,  on  the  15th  of  December ;  but  as 
the  events  which  followed  made  great  noise,  and  had 
an  important  influence  on  the  affairs  of  the  churd:^ 
it  would  be  improper  to  pass  them  over. 

The  OctaviaHS'f,  by  the  rigid  ecmiomy  which  they 
had  introduced  into  the  management  of  the  finances, 
restricted  his  Majesty  from  lavishing  money  upon 
his  private  favourites.  Irritated  at  this,  the  latter, 
known  at  that  time  by  the  name  of  CubtaUars,  or 
gentlemen  of  the  bed-chamber,  were  desirous  of 
driving  these  statesmen  from  their  places,  and  to 
accomplish  this  object  they  industriously  femented 
the  dissension  between  the  King  and  the  churdi. 
They  insinuated  to  the  Octavians,  that  the  friends 
of  the  ministers  were  engaged  in  a  plot  against  their 
lives.  They,  at  the  same  time,  privately  assured 
the  ministers,  that  the  Octavians  were  the  advisers 
-of  the  return  of  the  popish  lords  and  of  the  prose- 
cution of  Black ;  tiiat  it  was  through  their  iafluenoe 
tiiat  the  mind  of  the  King  was  alienated  from  the 
church ;  and  that  they  intended  nothing  less  than  the 
overthrow  of  the  protestant  religion  \. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  December,  1596, 
information  was  conveyed  to  Bruce,  that  the  Earl 
of  Himtly  had  been  aU  night  in  the  palace,  and  Uiat 
bis  friends  and  retainers  were  at  hand,  waiting  for 

•  Record  of  Privy  Council,  ■!)«:.  »,  1396. 

\  See  abore,  p.  38S. 

X  C»lderwood,  t.  1S7.    Spotawood,  p.  «B. 
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orders  to  enter  the  capital.  This  communicatioiit 
which  was  partly  true,  excited  the  more  alarm^  as  a 
charge  had  just  been  given  to  twenty-four  of  the 
most  zealous  citizens  to  remove  from  Edinburgh. 
It  being  the  day  of  the  weekly  sermon,  the  minis- 
ters agreed  that  the  barons  and  burgesses  who  were 
present  should  be  desired  to  meet  in  the  Little 
Church,  after  public  worship,  to  advise  on  what 
ought  to  be  done  *.  They  met  accordingly,  and  de» 
puted  two  persons  from  each  of  the  estates  to  wait 
on  the  King,  who  happened  to  be  then  in  the  Tol- 
booth  with  the  Lords  of  Session.  Having  obtained 
an  audience,  Bruce  told  his  Majesty  that  they  were 
sent  to  lay  before  him  the  dangers  which  threatened 
religion.  **  What  dangers  see  you  ?"  said  the  King. 
Bruce  mentioned  what  they  had  been  told  as  to 
Huntly.  **  What  have  you  to  do  with  that  ?"  said 
his  Majesty;  "  and  how  durst  you  convene  against 
my  proclamation  ?"  "  We  dare  do  more  than  that," 
said  Lord  Lindsay ;  **  and  will  not  suffer  religion  to 
be  overthrown."  Upon  this  the  King  retired  into 
an  inner  apartment,  and  shut  the  door  upon  them. 
The  deputies  returned,  and  made  their  report  to 
the  assembly.  During  their  absence,  Cranston,  a 
forward  minister,  had  been  reading  to  the  people 
in  the  church  certain  passsages  from  the  Bible,  an4 

•  It  is  not  commonly  adverted  to,  that,  beddet  Isilg  vta^ge,  the  mi- 
pkten  had  the  authority  of  an  express  act  of  Ptiry  Gmncil  fbr  ealliiig 
meetings  of  this  land.  The  King  was  aware  of  this,  and  accordingly 
procured  the  repeal  of  that  act.  But  this  was  not  doQC  until  the  5th 
of  March,  1507.  (Act.  PirL  Scot  vol.  iv.  p.  116;  compare  Bmoe'i 
Apology,  in  Printed  Calderwood,  'p.  ^72.) 
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among  the  rest  the  story  of  Haman  and  Morde* 
cai.  Perceiving  that  t£ieir  minds  were  somewhat 
moved,  Bruce  proposed  that  they  should  defer  the 
consideration  of  their  grievances,  and  merely  pledge 
themselves  at  present  to  be  constant  in  the  pro- 
fession and  defence  of  their  religion.  This  pro- 
posal having  been  received  with  acclamation,  he  be^- 
sought  them,  as  they  regarded  the  credit  of  the 
cause,  to  be  silent  and  quiet.  At  this  time,  an  im- 
known  person  (supposed  to  have  been  an  emissary 
of  the  Cubiculars)  hastily  entered  the  church,  exr 
claiming,  Fy^  Jy^  9ave  yourselves !  the  Papists  are 
coming  to  massacre  you !  At  the  same  time  a  cry 
was  raised  in  the  street.  To  arms !  to  a^^ms !  Some 
one  exclaimed  in  the  church.  The  sword  of  the 
Lord  and  Crideon !  "  These  are  not  our  wear- 
pons,"  cried  Bruce,  who  attempted  to  calm  the  as- 
sembly ;  but  the  panic  had  seized  them,  and  they 
rushed  into  the  street,  where  they  found  a  crowd 
already  collected.  For  a  time  all  was  confusioi;. 
Some,  hearing  that  their  ministers  were  slain,  ran  to 
the  church  ;  others,  being  told  that  the  King  was  in 
danger,  flocked  to  the  tolbooth.  One  or  two  called 
for  the  President  and  Lord-  Advocate,  that  they 
might  take  order  with  them  for  abusing  the  King. 
All  accounts  that  are  entitled  to  any  credit  agree  in 
stating,  that  this  was  the  greatest  offence  that  was 
committed  during  the  uproar.  The  ministers  im- 
mediately called  in  the  aid  of  the  magistrates,  and, 
l[)y  their  joint  persuasion,  the  tumult  was  speedily 
quelled.     Within  less  than  an  hour,  not  an  ofien- 
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give  weapon,  nor  the  least  symptom  of  a  disposi* 
tion  to  riot,  was  to  be  seen  on  the  streets.  The  ba- 
rons and  ministers  resmned  their  deliberations  in 
the  churchy  and  sent  Lord  Forbes,  the  laird  of  Bar- 
geny,  and  Principal  RoUock,  to  lay  their  requests 
before  the  King,  who  continued  to  transact  business 
with  the  Lords  of  Session.  His  Majesty  directed 
them  to  come  to  him  in  the  afternoon,  when  they 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  laying  their  petition 
before  the  council ;  after  which  he  walked  down  the 
public  street  to  the  palace,  attended  by  his  cour- 
tiers, with  as  much  quietness  and  security  as  he  had 
ever  experienced  on  any  former  occasion  ♦. 

Such  are  the  facts  connected  with  the  tumult  of 
the  seventeenth  {^  December^  which  has  been  related 
in  so  many  histories  and  magnified  into  a  daring 
and  horrid  rebellion.  Had  it  not  been  laid  hold  dP 
by  designing  politicians  as  a  handle  for  accomplish- 
ing their  measures,  it  would  not  now  have  been 
known  that  such  an  event  had  ever  occurred  ;  and 

•  Cald.  T.  12S,  176.  Spotswood,  pp.  428,  499.  James  Melville's 
History  of  the  declining  Age  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  pp.  4,  5. 
(MS.  in  Bibl.  Jurid.  £din.  Rob.  iii.  2,  12.)  Row's  Hist.  pp.  61 — 66. 
Baillie's  Historical  Vindication,  pp.  68^71.  Bishop  Guthrie  repre- 
sents the  tumult  as  suppressed  by  a  company  of  musketeers  sent 
from  the  castle  by  the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  he  describes  their  circuitous 
march  with  as  much  minuteness  as  if  he  had  accompanied  them. 
(Memoirs,  p.  6.)  If  there  was  any  foundation  for  this  story,  it  is 
strange  that  Spotswood,  who  was  present,  should  have  passed  it  over. 
But  the  blunders  which  Guthrie  has  committed  in  his  narrative  of 
this  affair  are  sufficient  to  discredit  his  statement,  so  far  as  it  difieis 
from  those  of  other  writers.  Calderwood  and  Spotswood  agree  in  all 
the  material  circumstances.    Compare  Simsonl  Anual.  p.  76. 
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were  it  not  that  it  has  be»i  so  miich  misrepresent*- 
ed  to  the  disparagement  of  the  ministers  and  ecde* 
siastical  polity  of  Scotland,  it  would  b^  a  waste  of 
time  and  laboiu*  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
real  state  of  the  fects  *.  •'  No  tumult  in  the  world 
was  ever  more  harmless  in  the  ^fects,  nor  more  in- 
nocent in  the  causes,  if  you  consider  all  those  who 
did  openly  act  therein  f ."  It  never  was  seriously 
alleged  that  there  was  the  most  distant  idea  of 
touching  the  person  of  the  King.  Had  there  been 
any  intention  of  laying  violent  hands  on  the  unpo- 
pular statesmen,  there  was  nothing  to  have  prevent- 
ed the  populace,  at  the  commencement  of  the  tu- 
mult, from  forcing  the  house  in  which  they  were  as- 
sembled. No  assault  was  made  upon  the  meanest 
creature  belonging  to  the  court :  no  violence  was  of- 
fered to  the  person  or  the  property  of  a  single  indi- 
vidual. So  far  from  partaking  of  the  nature  of  a 
rebellion,  the  affair  scarcely  deserves  the  name  of  a 
riot.     Nor  did  it  assume  the  appearance  of  one  of 

*  Adrian  Dainmaii,  the  Resideut  of  the  States  Greneral  at  the  court 
of  Scotland,  transmitted  a  false  and  exaggerated  account  of  the  affair 
to  his  constituents.  He  was  not  in  Scotland  when  the  tumult  hap- 
pened, and  it  is  evident  that  his  information  was  derived  from  James 
and  his  courtiers,  or  rather  that  his  letter  was  written  at  their  desire 
and  dictation.  Damman's  letter  was  published  in  Epist,  Eccles.  et 
TheologiccB,  (pp.  35 — 37,  edit.  3^)  and  the  substance  of  it  was  af- 
terwards adopted  by  Brandt.  (History  of  the  Reformation  in  the 
Low  Countries,  vol.  i.  p.  457.)  Among  the  writers  of  this  country 
who  were  most  industrious  in  circulating  calumnies  on  this  head  was 
Bishop  Maxwell  in  his  Isachar's  Burden,  reprinted  in  Phoenix,  vol.  i. 
pp.  307 — 309. 

t  Baillie's  Hist.  Vindication,  p.  71. 
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those  dangerous  commotions  by  which  the  public 
peace  is  liable  to  be  disturbed  in  large  towns,  and 
to  which  a  wise  government  seldom  thinks  of  giving 
importance,  by  inquiring  narrowly  into  their  origin, 
or  punishing  those  who,  through  thoughtlessness  or 
imprudence,  may  have  been  led  to  take  part  in  their 
excesses. 


NOTES 


VOLUME   FIRST. 


Note  A.  p.  S. 

Or  the  family  of  the  MelviUtt. — The  name  Mid  familj  of  Mthillt 
are  mentioned  in  Scottish  charters  u  early  as  the  midiUe  of  the  twelfth 
century.  It  is  agteed  on  all  handi  that  they  were  of  foreign  extiao 
tion  ;  and  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Chalmers,  that  the;  were  of  "  Anglo- 
Norman  lineage,"  ii  the  most  probable ;  although  he  does  not  appesr 
to  have  any  good  authority  for  asserting  that  the  first  of  the  family 
who  came  to  Scotland  was  called  Mt^.  (Sibbald's  Fife,  3H).  edit. 
1803.  Crawfiird's  Peerage,  324.  Nubet's  Henddry,  edit.  S.  App. 
p.  SB.     Chilmera's  Caledonia,  i.  5S4.  ii.  B06.) 

Next  to  the  principal  family  in  Mid- Lothian,  the  Melvilles  of  Glen- 
berrie,  hereditary  SheriSb  of  Kincardine,  figure  the  earliest  on  record 
of  any  of  that  name.  They  were  mentioned  in  royal  charters,  now 
missing,  by  David  II.  and  Robert  III.  (Robertson's  Index  of  Char^ 
ters,  pp.  34,  141.)  The  flunily  of  Dysart  were  either  among  the 
eulicst  cadets  or  the  eventual  male  representatives  of  the  Glenberriei. 
"  Johannes  Malveyn  de  Disart"  is  mentioned  Feb.  6,  1457.  (Chart, 
of  Arbroath.)  David  II.  on  the  6th  April  of  the  30th  year  of  his 
reign,  confirmed  a  charter,  by  which  "  Christiana  de  Mallavilla  do- 
mina  de  Glenbervy"  granted  "  Johaimi  de  Mallavilla  consanguineo 
meo  et  bieredihus  auis  de  corpore  luo  legitime  procreatis  has  terras  ir* 
banmia  de  Glenbervy  videlicet  lAegevin,  Stc"  (Regist.  Davidia  5^ 
enndi.  Lib.  i.  No.  116.)  On  theSOtbof  Jan.  1578,  a  Charter  of  Con- 
firmation was  ordained  to  be  made,  (which  paased  the  Great  Seal  in 
the  Mine  year,)  "  Ratefieud  ya  Cbutn  draatian  and  gift  in  it  eon* 
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tenit  maid  be  his  lovit  Thomas  Melville  of  Dyaaart  to  James  Melvill 
of  Liegavin  his  sone  and  apperande  air  his  airis  and  assignais  of  til 
and  haill  ye  landls  and  baronie  of  Dysert,  &c. — lyand  wy'in  ye  Sche- 
rifdome  of  forfare,  &c.'*  (Register  of  Signatures,  voL  iii.  fol.  66.) 
These  two  charters  and  the  lands  of  Liegavin  connect  the  family  of 
Dysart  with  the  Melvilles  of  Glenberry,  as  their  ancestors.  It  also 
appears  from  these,  and  from  other  documents,  that  the  lands  of 
Dysart f  belonging  to  the  Melvilles  of  that  title,  lay  in  Angus,  and  not 
in  Fjrfe,  as  I  was  at  first  inclined  to  think.  That  the  Melvilles  of 
Baldovy  were  of  the  family  of  Dysart  appears  ftom  a  Charter  of  Con- 
firmation granted  Feb.  9,  1505 :  **  Joanni  Melvill  de  Disart  hcredi- 
bus  suis  et  assignatis  super  cartam  sibi  factam  per  Joannem  Scrymgeor 
de  Bawdovy  de  data  20  die  Januarii  1505  de  totis  et  integris  tenii 
suis  de  Bawdovy  cum  tenentibus  jacentibus  infra  Vicecomitatum  de 
Forfar,  &c."  (Great  Seal,  Lib.  xiv.  No.  197;  comp.  Lib.  xv.  No.  17a) 
— For  these  ancient  notices  of  the  families  of  Glenbervy  and  Dysart  I 
am  indebted  to  John  Riddell,  Esq.  Advocate. 

I  have  said  in  the  text,  that  the  Melvilles  claimed  affinity  to  the 
royal  family.  The  subject  of  this  memoir  baa  alhided  to  this  ebtm 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  little  doubt  that  he  bdieved  its  joatke^ 
and  that  he  was  not  altogether  devoid  of  the  fedings  of  faanily  pride. 
Dr.  John  Forbes  of  Corse  has  preserved  a  curious  extract  of  a  letter 
which  Melville  wrote  him  from  Sedan,  containing  a  copy  of  verses 
whidi  h^  hid  sent  to  King  James  from  the  Tower,  and  stating  tkil 
both  he  and  Forbes  derived  their  extractiim  fVom  John  ^Gaamt  The 
reader  must  excuse  me  from  tracing  his  genealogy  to  that  redoubted 
prince ;  but  I  shall  give  the  passage,  as  it  stands  in  a  note  to  the  de- 
dication of  Bishop  Forbes's  '*  Tractatus  Apologrtieus  de  kgitima  v^ 
catione  Ministrorum  in  Ecclesiis  Ref<MrmatiB :  Comment,  in  Apocalfp^ 
p.  175.  Amstel.  1646."    The  words  in  Italics  are  those  of  Dr.Foita. 

"  Cognationia  ittius  via  tit  per  M,  THOMJB  MICHABLls  contangvi^ 
niiatem  cum  clarissimo  illo  beatof  memoriof  D,  ANDREA  MEi^rtNi^ 
S»  Theoiogiae  quondam  Andreapoli  in  Scotia,  6^  pot  tea  Sedani  ad  M^mm^ 
publico  prqfessore,  qui  miki,  HeideWergw  tacriw  HudtiM  operafn  daaOf 
anno  Domini  1614.  suam  mecum  ^  cum  noitra  JamiUa,  S^  cwn  Megia 
etiam  domo  consanguinitatem,  his  epistolcs  suae  verbis  estpHeahai^  *  Sie 
enim  raagno  Britannis  Regi  k  nobis  e  Iiondinensi  &  Cssarea  aree 
transmissa  habet  histories  Veritas ; 

An  fraudi,  an  laudi,  quod  avito  sanguine  tangam 
Imraortalc  tuum,  Hex  lacobe,  genus : 


Quod  tecum  mihi,  Quinte,  rIbtui  communu  utrioqae, 

Idem  abttvi  proaTUi,  Sexte,  utriuique  tui, 
Delidc  hnnuni  generis,  gentUque  BriUnnee ; 

Siirpi  Regain,  &  ndix  legni  utriusque  tui. 

If  esl  Joha.ane»  Beiufort,  Johannia  Gtndaveiuu,  qui  natnt  Gandavi, 
flliui,  Edvrardi  tertii  nepm,  Hemid  septimi  &  Jacobi  tettii  proavus; 
Jacobi  quint)  (am  palemua  quam  matemus,  atque  adeo  meua  itidem 
■tavuB ;  Regibos  Gallis,  Anglis,  Scoti*  orioiidns,  Scotomm  &  Anglo, 
nun  deineeps  Rcgum  progenitor ;  unde  8c  tn  etisiu  per  proavum  tuuni, 
aTnaculuin  meuni,  Fatridum  Forbeiiiuin,  genuB  patemum  duda.  Videi 
igitar,  mi  For be«i,  ut  genus  amborum  findat  se  languine  ab  uno,  eoque 
ngfo.  Sed  abiil  inUu  gloriari,  nisi  in  cruce  D.  N.  J.  C.  )/  f  i^iui' 
Mir^l^  Irau^Tu,  mMyi  r^  uitiiif.'  Hoc  Andrau  JUehnrait,  17.  Aug. 
Ifil4." 

Note  B.  p.  3. 

OX  the  MehilUi  of  Baidooy.~Ia  ■  letter  to  his  nephew,  Melville 
mentioiM  the  laird  or  Dysart(DiserticomarchnB)  as  the  chief  of  thdr 
brancb  of  the  f«mUj.  (Melvini  Epist.  p.  99i.}  "  Thomas  Lichtoun 
ofUUiadieon  with  consent  of  Jhone  Lichtoun  my  son  settis  and  for 
fenne  maill  lettis  to  an  hon"  man  Thn*  Melvill  fear  of  Disart  and  to 
Jonet  Scrimgeo'  hii  ipouae  the  schadrw  [^schadow  ?]]  third  of  Disert 
UQwadtett. — Subscribed  at  Montrob  i  March  i™?'  fourty  and  twa 
jreira  before  thir  witnea  bono"  men  Richard  Melvill  of  Batdov;  Jhone 
Ogilvj  proTest  of  Montrois  Jhone  Pantcr  burges  of  the  same  Maisler 
WalterMelvillandSchir  Jhone  Gilbert  notar  public"  (Reg.  of  Con- 
tracts of  Commissariat  of  Sanct  And.)  The  teinda  of  Baldovy  be- 
longed to  St.  Mary's  Colle^ :  ■'  Baldir?  set  18  or  14  years  since  to 
f>aTid  Helvtll  for  8  lb.  Js.  without  grass  om."  (Royal  Vidtation  of 
UniT.  of  S.  AuArews,  A,  15S9.)  Dafid  Melville  having  fallen  un- 
der mental  dersngement,  his  brother,  James  Melville,  minister  of  Kil- 
rinny,  was  in  159S  appointed  tutor  to  him.  (Inquia.  de  Tutela,  num. 
1«3&.)  "  Feb.  7.  ISBfi.  Caua  persewit  be  David  Melville  burgee  of 
Doodie  agt  David  Melville  of  Baldovie  and  Mr.  Ja>  Melville  hia  tutor 
— tna^and  mention  that  upon  SI  April  Ut«6  the  said  David  Mehill 
«f  Baldovie  became  obldst  to  have  psyit  to  Thomas  Melvill  now  callit 
Mt.  The*  Melvill  lanehfull  sone  to  umqia  Tho*  Melvill  of  Dysart  100 
mei^  or  an  annual  rent  of  10  merks  furth  of  the  lands  of  Baldovie, 
&c"    (Act  Built  of  the  Commissariat  of  S.  Andrews.) 

About  the  b^inning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  Melville  ofBal- 
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doTy  married  Hden,  daughter  of  Sir  David  Lindsay  of  EdieU,  and 
of  Lady  Helen  Lindsay  Crawford.  (Dong^^a  Peerage,  L  165.) 
Richard  Melville  was  lueoeeded  by  Mr.  Aadrew  Melville,  ^offfietor 
of  Baldovy,  and  minister  of  Maretoon,  who  died  in  1641.  His  bn>- 
ther,  Mr.  Patrick,  was  served  heir  to  him  Dec  6,  1642.  (Inqnis. 
Retom.  Forfar,  num.  975.)  In  1717  the  estate  became  the  property 
of  Colonel  Scott  of  Comiston.  (Charters  pcnu  Mr.  Carnegie,  the  pie^ 
sent  Proprietor.) 

Melville  always  wrote  his  name  Melvinms  in  Latin,  and  he  is  often 
called  Melvin  in  English.  Hence  some  have  condnded  thMlMehin,  and 
not  Melville,  was  his  proper  name.  But  they  are  merely  diftroit  modes 
of  pronouncing  the  same  family  appellation.  (Rudd.  Index  Noou 
Propr.  adj.  Buch.  Hist,  voc  MalaviUiui,  Inquis.  De  Tutda,  num. 
714.)  Accordingly,  we  find  Lord  Melville  repeatedly  called  ''  the 
Lord  Melven."  (Lamond's  Diary,  5201-8.)  The  name  was  cor- 
rupted still  farther  into  Melin  ;  (lb.  884-5.)  just  as  ColviUe  was  pro- 
nounced Coluen  or  Colvine,  (lb.  188,  197.  Inquis.  Gen.  num.  73iD2.) 
which  in  some  parts  of  the  country  is  corrupted  still  farther  into  Cdhu 
This  variety  in  the  appellation  occurs  in  the  earliest  charters  granted 
by  the  family,  or  in  which  they  are  mentioned.  ''  Galafridua  de 
3/ai7i^7i'' grants  to  the  church  of  Dunfermline  ^'ecdesiam  deMaUtjm," 
with  common  pasture  "  in  villa  de  Mailvyn.'  In  another,  ''  Galfd- 
dus  de  Malvern**  grants  '*  eoclesiam  de  MaleviU;  and  in  this  charter 
occur  the  names  of  <'  WiUi.  de  MaleviU"  and  "  Grcg^us  de  Mai' 
vilU*  (Registrum  Coenobii  de  Dunfermline,  pp.  516,  519.  MS.  Bibl. 
Fac.  Jut.  Edin.    See  also  Sibbald*s  Fife,  398.  edit.  1803.) 

Note  C.  p.  7. 

Grammar  Schools  and  Elementary  Books.*^*'  Aboat  the  fyft  yor 
of  my  age  the  grace  bulk  was  put  in  my  hand,  and  when  I  was  sdvine 
lyt!e  y'of  haid  1  lemit  at  hame.  Therfor  my  father  put  my  eUest 
and  onlie  brother  Dauid  about  a  yeir  and  a  haff  in  age  abone  me  and 
me  togidder  to  a  kinsman  and  brother  in  the  ministeiie  of  his  to 
scholl,  a  guid  lerned  kynd  man  whome  for  thankfulnes  I  name,  Mr. 
Wilya  Gray  minister  at  Logic  Montrose.— Tbwe  wes  a  guid  nomber 
of  gentle  and  honest  mens  bems  in  the  cowntrey  about  weill  tieaned 
vp  bathe  in  letters  godlines  and  exercise  of  honest  geams.  Ther  we 
learned  to  read  the  catechisme  and  prayei%  par  cenr  also  nottes  of 
scripture  efter  the  reiding  y'of.— We  lerned  ther  the  Rudiments  rf 
the  Latin  Grammair,  with  the  Vocables  in  Latin  and  frenche,  alio 
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ilyveri  speitches  in  frenche,  w'  the  reiding  and  right  prommdation  of 
y'  tounp.  We  proctidit  fotdar  to  the  Etymalogie  of  LiliuB  and  hia 
SynUK,  as  also  a  lytic  of  the  SynUx  of  Linacer.  therewt  wae  ioyned 
Hunters  Noinenclatura,  the  minora  Colloquta  of  Erasmus  and  sum  of 
the  Eclc^  of  Vii^U  and  Epist  of  Horace,  also  Cicero  his  epistles  ail 
Terentiam.  he  haid  s  verie  guid  and  profitable  form  of  reaoluing  the 
authors  he  teatched  gram  ins  ticallie  bathe  according  to  the  Etymologie 
and  Syntax,  hot  as  for  me  the  trenthe  was  my  ingyne  and  memorie 
was  guid  aneuche,  bot  my  iudgmet  and  vnderstanding  was  as  jit 
smored  and  dark,  sa  that  the  thing  qlk  I  gat  was  mair  by  rat  ryme 
nor  knawlage.  Ther  also  wc  haid  the  air  guid  and  fields  reasonable 
fear,  and  he  our  maister  war  teached  to  handle  the  bow  for  archerie, 
the  glwb  for  goff,  the  batons  for  fencing,  also  to  rin,  to  leepe,  to 
Bwoum,  to  warsell,  to  proue  prattciks,  everie  ane  haiffing  his  matche 
and  andagonisc,  bsthe  in  our  lessons  and  plsy.  A  happie  and  golden 
tyme  indeed  giff  our  negligence  and  vnthankfulness  haid  no'  moued 
God  to  schortene  it,  partlie  be  deceying  of  the  number  qlk  caused 
the  tnaisler  to  weirie,  and  partlie  be  a  pest  qlk  the  Lord  for  sine  and 
C0Dl«mpt  of  his  Gospel!  send  vpon  Montrose  distant  from  o'  Lope 
bot  twa  royles,  so  y'  scholl  skallcd,  and  we  war  all  send  for  and 
brought  hame.  I  was  at  that  scholl  the  space  of  almost  fyve  yeirs." 
(MeNille's  Diary,  pp.  IJ,  16.) 

"  Sa  I  was  put  to  the  scholl  of  Montrose,  finding  of  God's  guid 
providence  my  auld  mother  Mariorie  gray,  wha  parting  from  hir  bro- 
ther at  hie  marriage  had  takin  vpe  hous  and  schoU  for  lasses  in  Mon- 
trose, to  hir  I  was  welcome  again  as  hir  awin  sone-  The  maister  of 
the  scholl  a  learned  honest  kynd  man  whom  alio  for  thankfulness  I 
name  Mr  Andio  Miln  minister  at  sedness.  he  was  verie  skilfuU  and 
diligent,  the  first  ycir  be  cansit  ws  go  throw  the  Rudiments  againe, 
y'efter  enter  and  pass  throw  the  first  part  of  Grammer  of  Sebastian, 
y'w'  wc  hard  phormione  Terentii,  and  war  exerceiBd  in  composition. 
Efter  y<  entered  to  (he  secund  part  and  hard  y'at  the  Georgics  of 
Wirgill  and  dyvers  uther  things. — The  lard  of  Done  mentioned  befor 
dwelt  oft  in  the  town  and  of  his  charilie  interlcined  a  blind  man  wha 
haid  a  singular  guid  voice,  him  he  cauut  the  doctor  of  onr  scholl  tcache 
the  wholl  Psalmes  in  miter  w<  the  tones  y'of  and  sing  them  in  the 
Kirk,  be  heiring  of  whome  I  was  sa  delyted  j^  I  lemit  manie  of  the 
Psalmes  and  toones  y'of  in  tniter,  qlk  I  haiff  thought  vuer  sensyne  a 
grait  blessing  and  comfort"    (lb.  pp.  19,  80.) 

The  following  jiaper  contains  infonnation  as  to  the  early  etemen- 
tary  books  prepared  for  the  Scottish  youth. 
VOL.  I.  2  E 
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•'  Ane  letter  maid  to  malster  W">  Nwdrye  his  foctouiis  andassign- 
aris  Mackand  mentioun^  That  quhair  ye  said  maister  Will°>  hes  set 
furth^  for  ye  hetter  iDstructiouii  of  young  chyldrene  in  ye  art  of  gram- 
nier,  to  he  taucht  in  scholis^  diuerse  volumes  following  That  is  to  say 
Ane  schort  Introductioun  Eleroentar  digestit  into  seyin  hreve  taiblis 
for  y«  commodius  expeditioun  of  yame  yat  ar  desirous  to  read  and 
write  the  Scottis  toung^  Orthoepia  trilinguis^  compendians  latinc 
lingus  nots^  Calographiie  index^  Tahles  manuall  hrevelie  introdudng 
y^  vnioun  of  y*  partis  of  orisoun  in  greik  and  latene  speichis  with  thair 
accidencis,  Meditationes  in  gramaticam  dispauterianam,  Meditationes 
in  publium  memographuin  et  sapientum  dicta,  Trilinguis  literatone 
Syntaxis,  Trilinguis  grammatics  qusestiones,  Ane  instructioun  for 
baimis  to  be  lernit  in  Scottis  and  latene^  Aner^ementforeducatioun 
of  zoung  gentillmen  in  literature  et  virtuous  exercitioun.  Ane  ABC 
for  scottis  men  to  rcid  the  frcnche  toung  with  ane  exhortatioun  to  y* 
noblis  of  Scotland  to  fauour  yair  aid  friendis.  The  geneologie  of  lug- 
lischc  Britonis^  Quotidiani  Sermonis  fonnulff^  £  Pub.  Terendi  Afri 
comediis  discerpta.*' — Special  Ucence  granted  to  him  for  the  sole  print- 
ing of  the  above  for  the  space  of  ten  years,  &c.     At  Edinburgh,  Au- 
gust 26,  1559.  (Register  of  Privy  Seal,  Vol.  xxx.  fol.  6.) 
,■-*.■ .   * 

Note  D.  p.  8. 

Ante- Re  forma/ ton  in  Scotland. — Notwithstanding  the  learned  and 
useful  labours  of  several  foreign  writers,  justice  has  not  yet  been  done 
to  the  history  of,  what  may  be  called,  the  ante-reformation.     Con- 
sidering the  honour  which  it  does  to  England,  it  is  surprising  that  no 
individual  of  that  nation  has  attempted  accurately  to  trace  the  pro- 
gress of  that  light  which  was  struck  out  by  Wicliffe,  and  the  influ- 
ence which  his  opinions  had  in  exposing  established  errors,  and  in 
exciting  and  maintaining  a  spirit  of  opposition  to  the  abuses  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  both  in  Britain  and  on  the  Continent,     \rhat  a 
meagre  and  uninteresting  life  have  we  of  the  English  Proto- Reform- 
er, the  most  wonderful  man  of  his  age,  or  who  had  appeared  in  the 
world  for  many  centuries !     And,  since  the  meritorious  labours  o( 
the  martyrologist  Fox,  what  has  been  done  to  connect  the  exertions  of 
Wichffe  with  those  of  Tindal  and  Cranmer?  although  there  is  scarce- 
ly a  city  in  England,  I  am  persuaded,  whose  records  would  not  fur- 
nish an  accession  to  the  materials  for  such  a  work  already  deposited 
in  her  public  libraries. 

It  is  known,  from  oiu*  common  histories,  that  the  sentiments  taught 
by  Wicliffe  were  embraced  by  many  respectable  families  in  the  south- 
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wesl  iwirls  of  Scotland.  (Knox,  Ilipl.  'i.  Spots.  60.)  Before  ihe 
year  1300,  Murdoch  Nisbet,  being  driven  from  his  native  country,  pn>- 
cureil  a  copy  of  the  New  Testamtnt  in  manuscript  (of  Wiclifft'e  trang- 
tation,  no  doubt)  which  on  his  return  he  concealed  in  a  vault,  and 
read  to  bis  family  and  acquaintance  during  the  night.  This  was  pre* 
serveti  as  a  Icfpcy  in  his  family  till  ihe  end  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury. (Life  of  John  Nisbet  in  Hardliill,  p.  3.)  Gordon  of  Earlsloun 
was  an  early  favourer  of  the  disciplea  of  ^Vicliffe,  and  liad  in  his  pos- 
session a  copy  of  the  New  Testament  in  the  vulgar  language,  which 
was  read  at  meetings  held  iu  a  wood  near  to  Eulstoun  house.  (^Vod- 
row,  ii.  6/.)  Some  additional  particulars  respi^ting  these  witnesses 
for  truth  are  contained  in  a  rare  poem,  by  John  Davidson  :  A  Memi>- 
rial  of  Ilobert  Campbell  of  Kinyeancicugh  and  his  wife,  Eliiabelh 
(Jampbeli.    (Edin.  159S.) 

But  to  be  plainer  is  no  "iltnith. 

Of  surname  they  were  Cahfbei.i.s  baitb : 

Of  ancient  blood  of  the  Cuncrie 

They  were  baith  of  Gencalogie : 

He  of  the  Shirefa  house  of  Air 

Long  noble  famous  and  preclair : 

Sclio  of  a  gude  and  godly  stock 

Came  of  ihc  old  house  of  Cebnoi  ; 

(juhais  Lard  of  many  ycares  bygane. 

Professed  Christs  religion  plainei 

Yea  eighty  yeares  senayne  and  mare, 

As  I  heard  aged  men  declare: 

And  als  a  cunning  Scottish  Clark, 

Called  Ai.isTus  in  a  warlc 

Written  to  James  the  fifth  our  king, 

Dois  this  man  for  his  purpose  bring : 

(juha  being  to  the  scaffbld  led 

In  Edinburgh  to  have  thold  dead. 

For  ChristB  EvangcU  quhilk  he  red. 

By  James  the  fourth  from  death  wa»  fred  :  , 

Some  saycs  death  was  alswel  prejiard 

For  Priest  and  Lady  as  the  Lard : 

This  story  I  could  not  passe  by. 

Being  so  well  worth  memory  ; 

^V hereby  moat  clearlie  «c  may  see. 

How  that  the  Papists  loudly  lie: 

2e2 
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Who  our  religion  so  oft  cald 
A  faith  but  of  fiftie  yeare  aid  : 
When  euen  in  Scotland  we  may  see 
It  hes  bene  raair  than  thrise  fiftie : 
As  by  the  storie  ye  may  knaw 
Of  Reshby  burnt  before  Paul  Craw 
The  thousand  yeare  four  hundrethe  five. 
In  Perth,  while  Husse  was  yetaliue. 

(A  Memorial,  &c.  sig.  a  6.) 

SpotswQod  says,  that  John  Resby,  an  Englishman^  was  ''  de  scholt 
Wicliffi."  Petrie,  by  mistake,  says  he  was  "  burnt  at  Ghucou:** 
(Hist.  557.)  Paul  Craw,  burnt  at  St  Andrews  in  the  year  1432, 
was  a  native  of  Bohemia.  (Spots.  56.)  At  a  Congregation  of  the 
University  of  St.  Andrews,  held  on  the  tenth  day  of  June  1416»  it 
was  enacted  that  all  who  commenced  masters  of  arts  should  swear, 
among  other  things,  that  they  would  resist  all  adherents  of  the  sect 
of  Lollards,  "  Item  Jurabitis  quod  ecclesiam  defendetis  contra  in- 
sultum  lollardorum,  et  quibuscunque  eoruni  secte  adherentibus  pro 
posse  vestro  resistetis."     (Rec.  of  University.) 

Some  interesting  particulars  respecting  the  early  state  of  the  refor- 
mation in  Fifeshire,  are  given  in  the  second  edition  of  the  Biographia 
Britannica  fVom  a  MS.  in  the  possession  of  the  family  to  whose  an- 
cestor they  relate.  John  Andrew  Duncan,  a  son  of  the  laird  of  Air- 
drie,  in  Fife,  was  induced  by  youthful  ardour  to  leave  the  University 
of  St.  Andrews  in  1513,  along  with  some  of  his  fellow-students,  and 
to  join  the  standard  of  James  IV.  at  the  head  of  a  few  of  his  Other's 
tenants.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Flowden.  Being  a 
young  man  of  gallant  appearance,  he  was  treated  with  indulgence  by 
the  Earl  of  Surrey,  and  when  carried  into  Yorkshire  was  suffered  to 
reside  at  large  in  the  town  of  Beverley,  with  Mr.  Alexander  Burnet, 
a  near  relation  of  his  mother.  Burnet,  who  was  a  zealous  Widiffite, 
found  his  young  kinsman  disposed  to  listen  to  his  religious  principles. 
A  spirit  of  inquiry,  with  a  passion  for  exposing  to  contempt  the 
abuse  of  reason  and  religion,  had  already  distinguished  young  Dun- 
can at  St.  Andrews.  His  conversation  with  Mr.  Burnet  raised  to  a 
degree  of  enthusiasm  the  aversion  he  had  before  conceived  against 
some  of  the  absurditiec  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  Upon  the  termi- 
nation of  the  short  contest  with  England,  he  returned  to  his  native 
country ;  but,  having  joined  the  party  that  opposed  the  regency  of 
the  Duke  of  Albany,  he  was  soon  obliged  to  return  to  Beverley.    His 
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fricDd  reproved  hira  for  abetting  factions  in  which  neither  tlic  reli- 
gion nor  liberties  of  hia  couniry  had  »ny  concern  ;  and  having  ex- 
acted from  him  a  promise  that  he  would  reserve  his  activity  for  a  bet- 
ter cause,  gave  him  his  daughter  in  marriage.  When  Albany  took 
Itis  tinal  departure  iMo  France,  Duncan  returned  to  Scotland,  and 
jiassed  about  ten  years  id  the  enjoyment  of  domeBlic  tranquillity  at 
Airdrie,  and  in  literary  intercourse  with  the  members  of  the  Deigh- 
bouriiig  UniTersity  of  St.  Andrews.  The  opinions  and  spirit  of  the  re- 
formers  vierc  now  more  openly  avowed,  and  the  house  of  Airdrie  be- 
came occasionally  the  resort  of  the  chief  maintainers  of  the  new 
doctrines.  This  led  him  into  a  particular  intimacy  with  Patrick  Ha- 
milton, the  protomartyr  of  the  Reformation  in  Scotland,  who  was  in- 
sidiously drawn  into  a  dispute  at  SU  Andrews  by  the  artifices  of  Bea- 
ton, and  in  1£3T  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  malice  and  bigotry  of  his  perse- 
cutors. The  young  laird  of  Airdrie,  who  suspected  the  event,  and 
had  been  himself  threatened,  armed  and  mounted  about  a  score  of 
his  tenants  and  servanta,  intending  to  enter  St.  Andrews  by  night, 
most  probably  with  the  view  of  rescuing  his.  friend,  and  carry- 
ing him  off  to  some  place  of  safety.  But  his  small  party  was  sur- 
rounded, and  himself  apprehended  by  a  troop  of  horsemen,  com- 
manded  by  Patrick  Duncanson,  a  gentleman  of  Angus,  who  bad  mar- 
ried his  sister.  It  is  doubtful  whether  Duncanson  engaged  in  this 
enterprise  from  a  desire  to  preserve  the  life  of  his  brother-in-law,  or 
to  obtain  his  property,  which  Duncan,  being  forced  to  leave  the  coun- 
try, made  over  to  his  sister's  children.   (Biog.  Brit.  v.  493.) 

Such  is  the  account  givcnin  the  Biographia,  on  the  authority  of  the 
MS.  history  of  the  family.  1  have  reason  to  think  that  some  of  the 
particulars  are  not  correctly  stated.  It  is  said  that  Mark  Duncan, 
doctor  of  medicine  and  professor  of  philosophy  at  Saumur  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  17th  century,  was  die  grandson  of  John  Andrew  Dun- 
can, and  was  bom  in- England.  But  the  truth  is,  that  this  learned 
man  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  This  appears  from  the  verses  of  his 
son,  Mark,  (known  in  Trance  as  a  wit  and  a  soldier  by  the  name  of 
De  Ceritantet.)  prefixed  to  a  work  of  his  father's.  (Marci  DunciDi 
Institut.  Lo^cs,  edit.  3"»  Salra.  16*3.) 

Ecce  Caledoniis  Dvncanvs  natus  in  oris. 

And  again,  addressing  the  book  : 

Scotia  cuinprimia  pemice  adeunda  volatu, 
Namque  patrem  tellus  edidit  ilia  tuum. 
2  E  3 
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If  any  other  proof  of  this  fact  be  wanting^  it  is  supplied  by  the 
following  document.  "  Carolus,  &c.  Certum  facimus  et  testamur 
prenominatum  Marcuni  Duncanura  legitimum  ex  legitime  matrimo- 
nio  et  generosis  parentibus,  oriundum  esse^  splendidisque  familiis 
tarn  a  paterno  quam  a  materno  gencre  descendisse^  patre  scilicet 
gcneroso  viro  Thoma;  Duncano  de  Maxpofle  infra  Vicecomitatum 
nrura  de  Roxburgh,  avo  etiam  generoso  viro  Joanne  Duncano  de 
Logie  infra  Vicecomitatum  nfumde  Perth,"  &c.  &c.  (Litera  Prosa- 
piffi  Marci  Duncani  Medicina?  Doctoris  in  inclytacivitatcSalmuriensis 
in  Gallia,  Oct.  5.  1639.  MSS.  Diplom.  in  Bibl.  Jurid.  Edin.  W.  6. 
26.  p.  23.)  A  letter  from  Mark  Duncan  {^'  A  Saumure  le  14  d'Aoust 
1639")  requesting  this  attestation  of  his  pedigree,  and  another  from 
bis  son,  Fr.  Duncan  Sainte  Helene,  are  preserved  among  the  Scots- 
tarvet  Papers.     (Ibid.  A.  3.  19.  Nos.  82,  87.) 

Note  E.  p.  12. 

Of  Melville^ s  academical  education, — The  following  is  the  matricu- 
lation list  for  the  year  in  which  he  entered  the  university. 

Decimus  Rectoratus  Mgfi  Joannis  Douglasii,  praepositi  Novi  Col- 
legii  Marian!  1559. 

Nola  Incorporatorum  sub  eoiem  Anno  suprascripto,  scilicet  1559. 
In  Novo  Collegio  Mariano  In  CoUcgio  Leonardino 

Thomas  Maytlande  Joannes  Gordoun 

tfacobus  Lundic  David  Leirmonth 

■ 

llobertus  Lundie  Robertus  Leirmonth 

Michael  Wemis  Valterus  Heclyng 

Joannes  Ramsay  Gulielmus  CoUace 

Andreas  Mailuile  Andreas  Symsone 

Joannes  Moncur  Archibaldus  Hoige 

Jacobus  Lowsone  Gulielmus  Braidfute 

Jdcubus  Ilumyltoun  Thomas  Beggart 

Duncanus  Skeyne  Archibaldus  Bankheid 

Jacobus  Fullartoun  David  Houesone 

Johannes  Roull. 

*'  None  (says  Dr.  Lee)  are  mentioned  as  having  entered  St.  Salva- 
tor's  College  this  year,  but  in  1560  there  are  more  in  that  seminary 
than  in  both  the  others;  or,  to  speak  more  correctly,  in  1560  there 
are  seven  in  St.  Mary's,  four  in  St.  Leonardos,  and  seventeen  in  St 
Salvator*6. — There  is  a  red  line  under  Jacobus  Lowsone.  I  have  rea- 
son to  believe  that  this  was  drawn  by  the  pen  of  Andrew  Melville, 
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as  there  are  some  marginal  notes  throughout  the  volume,  which  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  in  his  handwritiiig,  all  in  red  ink.  Similar  lines 
are  drawn  under  such  names  as  Rubertus  KUjyonty  Johannes  Rove, 
and  Johannes  Roberisoun,  in  1545." 

ITiat  Melville  took  his  degrees  at  St.  Andrews,  is  attested  by  his 
nephew.  (Diary,  p.  33.)  This  is  not  authenticated  by  the  records 
of  the  university,  which  are  defective  at  this  period.  In  1562  there 
are  only^rc  bachelors,  and  in  1563  eight  masters  of  arts.  In  1561-  there 
is  no  list  of  either  bachelors  or  masters. 

Note  F.  p.  28. 

Civil  Imw  prohibited  to  be  taught  in  the  University  of  Paris. — The 
author  of  "  Mdanges  tires  d'une  grande  Bibliotheque,"  (tom.  ix.  pp. 
245 — 6.  a  Paris,  1780,)  says,  that  Roman  Law  was  taught  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Paris  from  the  first  discovery  of  the  Pandects,  and  that 
BudsBUS  was  appointed  professor  of  it  in  the  Royal  College  by  Francis 
I.     I  suspect  that  Budseus  never  held  that  situation.     It  is  true, 
that  occasional  lectures  on  this  science  were  delivered  at  Paris.     (See 
above,  pp.  27, 28.)  But  these  were  of  an  extraordinary  kind,  similar  to 
"  shagling  lectures"  in  England,  (Wood's  Athene,  by  Bliss,  vol.  i. 
col.  43.)  which  were  read  by  individuals  who  obtained  a  dispensation 
to  this  purpose,  in  consequence  of  the  celebrity  which  they  had  ob- 
tained in  their  profession.    The  writer  above  referred  to  endeavours 
to  explain  away  the  prohibition  of  Honorius  III.  by  alleging  that  it 
refers  only  to  ecclesiastics ;  but  it  is  sufficient  to  read  the  papal  de- 
cree to  be  satisfied  that  it  does  not  admit  of  such  an  interpretation. 
It  proceeded  not  only  on  the  ground  of  the  University  of  PariS  being 
properly  a  seminary  of  theology,  but  also  upon  the  assumed  fact,  that 
causes  were  not  decided  in  that  part  of  France  upon  the  principles  of 
Roman  Law.    (Bulseus,  Hist.  Univ.    Paris,  torn.  iii.  96.)    In  1562,  a 
request  was  presented,  in  behalf  of  certain  stuilents,  driven  by  the 
civil  war,  from  the  other  French  universities,  that  the  doctors  of  canon 
law  should  be  permitted  to  read  lectures  on  civil  law.     But  it  was 
not  granted.     In  1568,  a  permission  of  this  kind  was  granted,  on  the 
powerful  consideration,  that  young  men  were  in  danger  of  imbibing 
heretical  opinions  at  the  other  .seminaries ;  but  in  1572,  the  universi- 
ties of  Orleans,  Poitiers,  &c  obtained  a  decree,  prohibiting  the  canon- 
ists of  Paris  from  granting  Uceiices  to  advocates.    This  decree,  though 
superseded  for  some  time,  was  finally  confirmed  in  1579.   (lb.  torn.  vi. 
pp.  552,  658,  662,  727.)     The  author  of  Melanges  (ut  sup.  p.  248.) 
insists,  but  without  good  reason,  that  the  ordonnance  of  Blois  in  1579 
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merely  prohibited  the  taking  of  a  degree  in  civil  law,  unless  the  per- 
son, at  the  same  time,  graduated  in  canon  law. 

The  following  facts  and  illustrations,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to 
Dr.  David  Irving,  will  set  the  matter  in  a  clearer  light.  In  the  year 
1220,  Pope  Honorius  the  third  strictly  prohibited  the  civil  law  from 
being  taught  in  Paris,  or  any  place  adjacent  "  Sane  licet  sancta 
ecclesia  legum  secularium  non  respuat  famulatum,  qus  squitatis  et 
justitis  vestigia  imitantur :  quia  tamen  in  Francia  et  nonnullis  pro- 
vinciis  laici  Romanorum  imperatorum  legibus  non  utuntur,  et  ocnu-- 
runt  raro  ecclesiasticfe  causae  tales,  quse  non  possint  statu tis  canonicis 
expediri ;  ut  plentus  sacrse  pagine  insistatur :  firmiter  interdicimus, 
et  districtius  inhibemus,  ne  Parisiis,  vel  civitatibus,  seu  aliis  locis 
vicinis  quisquam  docere  vel  audire  jus  civile  prsesumat."  (Decrct. 
Gregor.  ix.  lib.  v.  tit.  xxxiii.  §  28.)  The  spirit  of  this  law  is  suffi- 
ciently explained  in  an  ordonnance  of  Philippe  le  Bel,  issued  in  the  ' 
year  1312.  ^'  Ut  autem  liberius  ibidem  studium  proHceret  theologis, 
primogenitores  nostri  non  permiserunt  legum  ssecularium,  seu  juris 
civilis,  studium  ibidem  institui,  quinimo  id  etiam  interdid,  sub  ex- 
communicationis  poena  per  sedem  apostolicam  procurarunt."  (Ter- 
rasson.  Hist,  de  la  Jurisprudence  Romaine,  p.  442.) 

That  the  same  prohibition  continued  in  force  during  the  sixteenth 
century,  is  clearly  evinced  by  an  anecdote  of  the  great  civilian  Cujt- 
cius.     The  civil  wars  having  obliged  him  to  relinquish  his  station  in 
the  university  of  Bourges,  he  retired  to  Paris ;  where  he  could  not  be 
permitted  to  read  lectures  on  the  civil  law  without  a  special  dispensa- 
tion.   By  an  arrest  of  the  p^liament  of  Paris,  dated  on  the  second  of 
April  1576,  he  was  authorised  to  teach  in  the  university,  and,  in  con- 
junction with  the  professors  of  the  canon  law,  to  confer  degrees  in  his 
own  faculty.    '^  Ladite  Cour,  attcndu  la  qualite  du  terns,  et  sans  tirer 
a  cong^quence,  a  permis  ct  permet  audit  Ciyas  faire  lectures  et  pro- 
fession en  droit  ci\'il  en  I'universite  de  Paris,  k  tels  jours  et  heures 
qu'il  sera  par  lui  avise,  avec  les  docteurs-regens  en  droit  canon  en 
cette  ville :  permettant  audit  Cujas  et  docteurs  donner  les  degres  a 
ceux  qu'ils  trouveront  avoir  fait  cours  le  terns  requis,  et  selon  que  par 
Texamen  ils  les  auront  trouves  capables :  validant  ce  qui  aura  ete'  fait 
en  cette  part,  comme  si  fait  avoit  ete  en  Tune  des  autres  universitts 
fameuses  de  ce  royaumc."    This  arrest  may  be  found  at  the  end  of 
Terrasson's  History  of  Roman  Jurisprudence. 

The  prohibition  of  teaching  the  civil  law  at  Paris  was  soon  after- 
wards renewed  by  the  ordonnance  of  BJois,  issued  in  the  year  1579; 
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and  It  was  only  removed  by  an  edict  which  the  parliament  registered 
on  the  eighth  of  May  1679. 

Note  G.  p.  39. 

Of  Henry  Scrimger. — It  has  been  stated  by  different  writers  that 
this  learned  man  was  allied  to  the  andent  and  honourable  house  of 
Diddup.  His  genealogy  may  be  more  exactly  traced  from  the  Diary 
of  James  Melville.  That  writer,  in  speaking  of  Scrimger,  calls  him 
"  my  earn."  (Diary,  p.  35.)  The  word  earn  or  erne  (from  the  French 
amie,  a  friend  or  relation,)  had  then  th& appropriate  meaning  of  uncle* 
Thus,  Alexander  Erskine  of  Gogar,  Master  of  Mar,  is  called  erne  to 
the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  in  the  same  document  he  is  called  his  ujicle, 
(Act.  Pari.  Scot.  iii.  158,  159.  comp.  101,  10?.)  Again,  James  Mel- 
ville calls  Alexander  Young  "  my  cousing ;"  (lb.  p.  26.)  and  we  know 
that  Young's  mother  was  a  sister  of  Henry  Scrimger's.  (See  above, 
p.  51.)  Now  James  Melville's  mother  was  "  Isabell  Scrymg^ur, 
sister  to  the  laird  of  Glaswcll  for  the  time."  (Diary,  p.  14.)  It  is 
proper,  however,  to  state,  that  the  only  ground  which  I  haje  for  say- 
ing that  Walter  was  the  name  of  the  father  of  Henry  Scrimger,  is  the 
following:  *'  Oct.  I.  1549.  Jacobus  Scrymgeor  hsres  Walteri  Scryra- 
geor  de  Glaswell  patris."  (Inquis.  Spec.  Retom.  Perth,  num  8.  comp. 
num.  40.) 

Scrimger  distinguished  himself  at  the  University  of  St.  Andrews. 
In  the  register  of  graduations  for  the  year  1534,  after  ''  Rotulus  gra- 
ciosus,"  containing  the  names  of  three  who  obtained  the  degree  of 
master  "  propter  importunas  supplicationes,"  there  follows :  *'  Rotu- 
lus istorum  sequeciu  rigorosus  secundum  rigorem  examinis  et  merito- 
rum.  Hen.  Scrimgeo'  pus  i*  intimating  that  he  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  list,  not  in  virtue  of  his  rank,  but  in  consequence  of  his 
having  submitted  to  a  strict  examination.  In  1533,  when  he  passed 
bachelor,  he  is  marked  d.  or  dives,  and  of  St.  Salvator*s  college. 

It  appears  from  his  preface  to  the  Greek  text  of  Justinian*8  NovcUs, 
that  Scrimger  intended  to  publish  a  Latin  version  of  that  work,  as 
well  as  annotations  on  it.  His  edition  is  mentioned  with  commenda- 
tion by  several  civilians.  Cujas  says :  ''  In  postrema  editione  Novel- 
larum,  quam  Henricus  Scrim^erus  vir  doctissimus  hoc  anno  procura- 
vit,  qua  re  equidem  pro  mea  parte  ei  multum  roe  debere  confiteor." 
(Cujacii  Observ.  p.  167.    Col.  Agrip.  1591,  8vo.) 

The  only  other  work  which  he  appears  to  have  published,  was  a 
history  of  the  case  of  Spira.  It  was  printed  along  with  thenanatives 
of  the  same  case,  written  by  Petrus  Paulus  Vergerius,  Matthseus  Gri- 
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baldus,  aiul  Sigismundus  Gelous,  under  the  foUowing  title :  *'  Fran- 
cisci  Spiers^  qui  quod  susceptam  semel  Eu^elice  ueritatis  professione 
abncgasset^  daninassetq ;  in  horrcndd  incidit  desperationein^  Historia, 
A  quatuor  summis  uiris  summa  fide  conscripta,  cum  clariss  :  uironim 
Prefationibus,  Caelii  S.  C.  &  Jo.  Caluini^  &  Petri  Pauli  Vergerii 
Apologia :  in  quibus  multa  hoc  tempore  scitu  digna  grauissime  trac- 
tantur.     Accessit  quoq ;  Martini  Borrhai^  de  usu  quern  Spiers  turn 
exemplum^  turn  doctrina  efferat^  iudicium.  2  Petri  2.  Satius  fuisset  eis 
non  cognouisse  uiam  iustitia;^"  &c.  12^  pp.  200^  including  Index,  be- 
sides seven  leaves  at  beginning:  a  to  m  in  eights.     It  has  neither 
name  of  printer,  place,  nor  date,  but  was  probably  printed  at  Basil  in 
1 550  or  1 55 1 .  At  p.  62,  Scrimger's  narrative  commences :  "  Exemplum 
memorabile  desperationis  in  Francisco  Spira  propter  abiuratam  Mei 
confessionem  Henrico  Scoto  autorc.*'    And  extends  to  the  end  of  p.  95. 
It  begins:  '^Citadella  est  agri  Patauini  municipium  non  ignobile.  in 
CO  Franciscus  Spira  fuit,  homo,  cum  inter  suos  imprimis  honestus  ac 
locuples,"  &c.     Speaking  of  Scrimger's  narrative,  Ccelius  Secundus 
Curio  says,  in  his  Preface :     "  Alterius  explicator  &  scriptor  Henri- 
cus  est  natione  Scotus,  homo  doctus,  disertus,  grauis,  8c  quod  ad  histo- 
ric scribendam  requh-itur  maxime  fidelis  &  bonus.** 

Scrimger  left  his  library  to  his  nephew,  Peter  Young,  whose  bro- 
ther, Alexander,  brought  it  to  Scotland.  (Smith,  Vita  Petri  Junii,  p. 
4.)  Buchanan,  at  Young's  desire,  offered  his  MSS.  to  Christopher 
Plantin  to  print.  (Epist.  xii.  xiii.)  Casaubon  obtained  the  use  of  bis 
notes  on  Strabo,  and  applied  for  those  on  Polybius,  when  he  published 
his  editions  of  these  authors.  (Casaub.  Epist.  pp.  182,  306.  edit. 
Almel.)  He  speaks  very  highly  of  them  in  his  letters  to  Young,  but 
has  been  accused  of  not  duly  acknowledging  his  obligations  in  his 
printed  works.  It  appears  ft-om  Casaubon's  letters,  that  Scrimger  was 
allied  to  Henry  Stephens  by  marriage.  (Comp.  Maittaire,  Stephan. 
Hist.  pp.  238,  249.)  A  letter  of  Scrimger's  is  inserted  in  Jhat  work. 
(P.  239.)  The  following  is  the  most  particular  account  that  I  have 
met  with  of  the  ancient  authors  on  whom  he  left  notes,  and  of  the 
number  of  manuscripts  of  each  from  which  he  collected  his  various 
readings. 

Deraosthenem  cum  quinquc  Manuscriptis  diversis 

Thucydidem  cum  duobus 

Herodotura  cum  2^"=* 

Strabonem  cum  3**"* 

Gorgiam  Platonis  cum  1'' 

Arrianum  de  geatis  Alcxandri  cum  2^»" 
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Xenophontem  cum  3*"" 

I'lutarchi  Opuscula  cum  3?"" 

Ejusdcm  Vitas  cum  a""* 

Pbornitum  et  Palefutura,  (Phornutliutii  et  Palcphaturo)  cum  anti- 
quo  plane  diverso  ac  prope  alio  ab  impresso 

Harpocrationem  cum  1° 

Eusebii  historiam  Ecclesiasticain,  T^eoilorcti,  Socntis  et  alionun 
cum  2i>^  multia  locis  non  solum  emendatam,  sed  iDtegriB  fere 
paginis  auctara 

AnimadvcTEiones  in  Diogenem :  in  Platonem  :  in  Laertium  :  in 
EucUdem  :  in  AthenE^um  :  in  Herodianum:  in  Theonis  sophis- 
tic pTogymnasmata :  in  Diodomm  Siculum :  in  Lysiir  xiyii 
iriTmfi.  :  in  AppoUonium  graroaticum :   in  Heliodori  Ethiopica. 

(Uav,  BuchananuB  De  3criptoribua  Scotia  Illusttibus,  num.  Si. 
MS.  in  Bibl.  Jurid.  Edin.  W.  6.  3t.) 

To  this  list  may  be  added  (fVom  Dempster,  iST.)  "  Baoilico  li- 
bros,"  and  (from  Tanner)  "  Ciceronis  Philoaophica." 

The  following  verses  to  his  memory  are  by  an  unknown  poet. 

Scrimgcrua  vitam  ex^t  ter  lustra  quaierna 

Tresquc  annoa,  teste  fictilid  hoapes  ovans, 
Scotia  cui  natale  solum,  fatale  Geneva, 

Gallia  Atbeneum,  Roroa  magisterium, 
Amphitheatrum  orbis  totus,  Germania  census, 

Uoctrinarum  orbia  laus,  patria  alma  polua. 

(D.  Buch.  ut  supra,  num.  Si.) 

Note.  H.  p.  SO. 

Of  a  mpprested  political  traet  of  Baa. — The  following  ez  tract  from 
the  records  of  the  city  of  Geneva  relates  to  this  tract.  "  30  dit  (Juii- 
let,  I5T3.)  LiTre  de  Monsieur  de  Beze  defendu.  Monsieur  de  Beie 
aiant  compose'  et  fait  impriroer  un  livre,  intitule  Df  Jure  Magistro' 
luum,  lequel  aiant  ete  examine  par  les  Seign"  Varro,  Bernard  et 
Roset,  il  fut  trouv^  que  ledit  livre  n'e'toit  pas  de  saison,  quoi  qu'il  ne 
contient  rien  que  de  vrai ;  mais  parce  qu'il  auroit  pu  causer  dcs  trou- 
bles, on  en  suprima  I'trnpression  de  meme  que  les  exemplaires  qui  en 
avolent  e'tedcja  faiets."  (Recueil  de  diverses  parlicularilez  coDCernant 
Geneve,  p.  183.  M3.  Bibl.  Jurid.  Edin.) 

Though  suppressed  by  order  of  the  senate,  copies  of  this  work  got 
abroad ;  and  it  was  frequently  reprinted,  both  in  Latin  and  French. 
I'hc  first  edition  is  sometimes  mentioned  as  printed  in  15T3,  and 
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iomctimes  in  1574.     (General  Dictionary^  Hist,  and   Crit.  vol.  x. 
pp.  311 J  327.)     In  1576^  it  was  printed  in  French  and  in  Latin.    In 
1 578^  a  French  edition  appeared  with  the  following  title :  "  Du  droit 
des  Magistrats  sur  leur  subjets.     Traict^  tree  necessaire  en  ce  temps, 
pour  avertir  de  leur  devoir  tant  les  Magistrats  qae  les  subjets :  publie 
par  ceux  de  Magdebourgh  Van  M,D,L. :  &  maintenant  reveu  &  aug- 
mente  des  plusieurs  raisons  &  examples.*'     De  Thou  and  Bayle  were 
both  deceived  by  the  words  here  printed  in  Italics^  and  concluded  that 
this  was  a  new  edition,  with  additions,  of  a  book  published  in  1530. 
But  these  words  were  inserted  by  the  publisher  for  the  purpose  of 
concealment ;  no  such  book  was  published  in  1550;  and  this  is  mere- 
ly another  edition  of  the  treatise  De  Jure  Magistratuum  in  suhditos, 
et  (ifficio  subditorum  erga  Magtstraius,  originally  printed  at  Geneva  in 
1573.     (See  the  Critique  on  Baylc's  Dissertation  on  the  Book  of  Ste- 
phanus  Junius  Brutus,  by  the  Parisian  Editor  of  his  Dictionary, 
§  XI.  XXXIII.)     It  is  inserted  in  a  collection  of  political   tracts  by 
Joan.  Nicol.  Stupanus,   Professor  of  Medicine  at  Basils  printed  at 
Montbelliard  in  1599 ;  and  in  a  valuable  historical  work,  entitled, 
'*  M^moires  de  I'Estat  de  France,  sous  Charles  ix."  (tom.  ii.  pp.  483— 
522.  Anno  1578) 

The  learned  are  now  agreed  in  ascribing  the  Vindicim  contra  Tifran- 
nos  to  Hubert  Languet.  But  Beza  was  long  suspected  of  being  the 
author  of  that  work.  The  first  writer,  so  far  as  I  know,  who  named 
him  as  the  author  of  the  treatise  De  Jure  MagUtraiuum,  wis  Sut- 
cliffe,  in  one  of  his  controversial  pieces  against  the  Presbyterians. 
This  was  denied  by  some  of  the  defenders  of  Beza.  John  Beccaria, 
who  wrote  a  refutation  of  it  in  1590,  supposes  it  to  be  the  production 
of  a  lawyer, — "  versatum  in  Uteris  humanis,  prssertiro  historiis,  at- 
que  si  divinare  licet  leguleium,  in  divinis  baud  adeo  multum.'*  (  Refiit. 
cujusdam  Libelli,  p.  9.)  The  extract  which  I  have  given  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  note  shews  that  SutcUffe  was  right  in  his  conjecture. 

The  treatise  is  well  written  and  well  reasoned.  The  principles 
which  it  maintains  are  the  same  with  those  of  the  Vindiciao  :  indeed 
Languet^s  work  is  properly  an  enlargement  of  Bcza*s.  But  the  latter 
is  more  guarded  than  the  former,  both  in  the  questions  which  it  agi- 
tates, and  in  the  language  which  it  holds  upon  them.  It  is,  however, 
far  from  being  undecided  or  evasive.  The  following  propositions, 
among  others,  arc  advanced  and  confirmed  by  reason.  Scripture,  and 
history :  That  the  authority  of  God  only  is  absolute  and  unlimited  ; 
that  when  irreligious  or  unjust  commands  are  laid  on  us  we  are  not 
merely  to  decline  obeying  them,  but  also  to  act  in  such  a  manncj  as 
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to  discha^  our  duty  to  God  and  our  neighbour ;  that  every  kind  of 
resistance  by  subjects  to  their  superiors  is  not  unlawful  «nd  seditious ; 
tliat  rulers  arc  created  for  the  people  and  not  the  people  for  rulers; 
that  a  just  resistance  by  anus  is  not  inconsistent  with  Christian  pa- 
tience and  prayer ;  ("  I  extol  Christian  patience  as  a  distinguished 
virtue;  I  detest  sedition  and  every  kind  of  confusion  ;  I  acknowledge 
that  prayer  and  repentance  are  proper  remedies  against  tyranny,  when 
it  is  sent  by  God  as  a  judgment  and  a  scourge  :  ,but  I  deny  that,  on 
this  account,  it  is  unlawful  for  a  people  oppressed  by  manifest  lyran. 
ny  to  use  other  just  remedies  along  with  prayer  and  repentance ;") 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  oppose  those  who  endeavour  to  usurp  do- 
minion over  their  fellow- citizens ;  that  a  usurper  may  become  a  law- 
ful magistrate,  by  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  people ;  that  magis- 
trates may  be  resisted  though  they  should  not  be  deposed;  that  infe- 
rior magistrates,  though  installed  by  the  sovereign,  do  not  depend  up- 
on him  but  upon  the  sovereignty  of  the  state,  and  that  they,  and  the 
estates  or  Parliament  of  a  nation,  who  are  appointed  as  a  check  on 
the  supreme  magistrate,  may  and  ought  to  restrain  him  when  he  vio- 
lates the  bwa  and  becomes  tyrannical ;  that  all  kings  are  bound,  ei- 
ther by  express  or  tacit  agreement,  to  rule  justly  and  for  the  good  of 
the  people ;  that  the  public  good  and  the  rights  of  the  people  are  pa- 
ramount to  those  of  any  individual,  however  exalted ;  that  though 
private  persons  are  not  warranted  in  ordinary  cases  to  resist  rulers 
by  force,  yet  they  may  apply  to  inferior  magistrates  for  redress,  and 
concur  with  the  estates  of  a  kingdom  in  imposing  restraints  upon  ty- 
rants, or  in  emancipating  themselves  from  the  yoke  of  tyranny  ;  and 
that  although  religion  is  not  to  be  planted  or  propagated  by  arms  or 
force,  yet  when  the  true  religion  has  been  established  in  any  nation 
by  public  authority,  or  when  the  liberty  of  professing  it  has  been  ob- 
tained, it  is  lawful  to  maintain  and  defend  it  by  force  against  mani- 
fest tyranny,  and  so  much  the  more  because  what  relates  to  conscience 
and  the  souls  of  men  is  of  greater  importance  than  mere  secular  coD- 
cerna.     (Memoires  dc  I'Estat  dc  France,  ut  supra.) 

This  appears  to  be  the  hook  to  which  Hotomao  refers  in  a  letter  to 
Jaques  Capel  de  TiUoy,  (Ttb  Jan,  13TS.)  "  Nudius  Octavus  a  Cham- 
beri  tres  buccinatores  in  foro  Ducis  Sabandiee  et  Senatus  interdixerunt, 
ne  qui  seum  Ubellum  (Franco-Galliam)  et  nowm  allerum  dt  magi- 
ilratibui  el  veritate  vendere  aut  domi  habere,  legere,  contrectare  aude- 
ret."  (Hotomanorum  Epistolo-,  p-  46,  47.  Amstel.  ITOO.)  In  ano- 
ther letter  he  mentiona,  that  the  roagistrntes  of  Oenen  would  not 
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permit  the  last  naireil  work,  nor  even  the  Life  of  the  Admiral,  to  be 
published  within  the  bounds  of  their  jurisdiction.     (Ibid.  p.  49.) 

Note  I.  p.  54. 

MehiUe's  Panegyric  on  Geneva,*-Thi8  is  contained  in  a  poem  en- 
titled, ''  Epitaphium  Jacobi  Lindesii,  qui  obiitGenevs,  17.  Cal.  Jul 
1580."     (Delitiffi  Poet.  Scot.  ii.  123.) 

Celtarura.  crudele  solum,  crudelia  tandem 
Regna  dolis  Italorum  atris,  &  cede  recenti 
Carnificum  dirorum  infamia,  (Sequana  qua  se 
Obliquat  flexu  vario,  qua  Matrona  Belgas 
Irrigat :  immitesque  Liger,  tristesque  Garumna 
Permutat  populos :  &  gurgite  sanguinis  alti 
Qua  Khodano  se  jungit  Arar,  sua  flumina  miscens 
Purpurea :  exanimesque  artus  laniataque  membra 
Matrumque,  infantumque  svi  discrimine  nuUo, 
Aut  scxus  teneri ;  vastum  protrudit  in  squor 
Piscibus  impastis  pastum  monstrisque  marinis) 
Exuperas  gressu  impavidus,  certusque  salutis : 
Jam  Gcnevara,  Genevara  vers  pietatis  alumnara, 
Florentcm  studiis  celestibus  omine  magno 
Victor  ovans  subis :  ac  voti  jam  parte  potitus 
Jam  Bezie  dulci  alloquio  Suadseque  medulla, 
Et  succo  ambrosise  coclesti,  &  nectaris  imbre 
Perfusus ;  jam  Danei  faj  immortalia  dicta, 
Comelique  (^bj  Palaestinas,  Portique  (cj  Sororcs 
Grajugenas:  jam  Serrana  (dj  cum  lampade,  FaiiYO 


(a)  Lambert  Danee,  Professor  of  Divinity  at  Geneva,  and  afterwards  at 
Orthes  in  Beam,  and  at  Leyden. 

(bj  Cornelius  Bonaventura  Bertramus,  Professor  of  Hebrew  at  Genera. 

(cj  Franciscus  Portus,  Profesdor  of  Greek  there. 

(dj  Jean  de  Serrcs  (Serranus)  one  of  tlie  pastors  of  the  territory  of  Genera 
in  1572,  and  Rector  of  the  Protestant  College  of  Nismcs  in  1578.  He  was 
distinguished  as  a  historian,  and  suspected,  but  apparently  with  injustice,  of  en- 
gaging in  measures  hostile  to  the  protestant  interest  by  embarking  with  those 
who  were  called  BecoticUers, 

(e)  Antoine  de  la  Faye  (Faius)  Pastor  and  Professor  of  Theology  at  Ge- 
neva.    He  was  Doctor  of  Medicine. 


\ 
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PhoelMeas  artes  geminas,  darunique  Perotti  (fj 
Sidus^  Gulardique  jubar,  CgJ  luraenque  Pinaldi,  ChJ 
£t  Stepbani  fij  Musas  vams  operumque  labores, 
Necnon  ingentis  Calvini  ingentia  fata, 
£t  magnum  atque  memor  Keithi  (jj  magni,  atq  ;  sagacis 
Glaspsi  CkJ  desiderium^  sanctiquc  Collessi  (I J 
Edoctus. 

Note  K.  p.  62. 

Specimen  nf  Melville*  :i  method  of  private  tuition. — "  That  quarter  of 
yeir  I  thought  I  gat  greitter  light  in  letters  nor  all  my  time  befor  : 
whowbeit  at  our  meitting  in  my  convent  I  thought  I  could  haiff  taked 
to  him  in  things  I  haid  hard  as  he  did  to  me  as  a  master  of  arts,  bot 
I  perceivit  at  aunes  y^  I  was  bot  an  ignorant  babble  and  wist  no^  what 
I  said  nether  could  schaw  anie  vse  y^of  bot  in  clattering  and  crying, 
he  fand  mc  bauche  in  the  latin  toung,  a  pratler  vpon  precepts  in 
logick  w^out  anie  profit  for  the  right  vse,  and  hailEng  soum  termes 
of  art  in  Philosophic  w^out  light  of  solid  knawledge.  yit  of  ingyne  and 
capacite  guid  aneuche  wherby  I  haid  cunned  my  dictata  and  haid 

(fj  Charles  Ferret,  Pastor  and  Rector  of  the  Academy  at  Oeneva. 

Cgj  Simon  Goulart,  Pastor  of  Geneva,  and  well  known  as  a  writer,  and  the 
correspondent  of  Scaliger,  Du  Plessis,  &c. 

ChJ  Monsieur  Pinauld,  Pastor  of  Geneva.  (Epistres  Franc,  a  M.  dela  Scala, 
p.  122,  267,  447.) 

(ij  Henry  Stephens,  the  learned  printer  of  Geneva. 

(j)  William  Keith,  son  of  Lord  William  Keith,  and  brother  of  George 
Eat\  Maiischal,  who  was  unfortunately  killed  during  an  excursion  into  the 
country,  while  prosecudng  his  studies  at  Geneva.  Beza,  Gaulter,  and  other 
foreign  literati  honoured  his  memory  with  elegies. 

(kj  George  Gillespie  was  a  Regent  in  St  Mary*s  College,  St.  Andrews, 
and  died  at  Geneva.  The  Records  of  the  University  (Jan.  6,  1575)  mention 
that  the  Rector  presented  the  accompts,— *^  vice  M.  Georgii  Gillaspie,  qusesto- 
lis  facultatis  artium,  causata  ejus  deceseu  in  Galliam.** 

(Ij  William  CoUace,  a  Regent  in  St.  Leonardos  College.  (See  above,  p. 
12,  59.)  "  Not  long  efVer  (the  summer  of  1575)  Mr  Andro  receavit  Letters 
from  Monsieur  du  Bcz,  and  therin  amangis  tlie  rest,  *  CoUaccut  vetter,  exemjpkir 
omnium  virtutumy  nuper  apud  nos  viia  functus  est.*  This  was  my  guid  regent 
quha  efter  the  ending  of  our  course  had  gean  to  france  and  coming  to  Oeneva 
thcr  died,  a  great  loss  to  the  kirk  of  God  in  his  countrey,  for  he  was  solidlie 
learnit,  hartelie  addicted  to  divinitie,  with  a  sincear  zeilous  hart"  (Melville's 
Diary,  p.  42.) 
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them  ready  aneuchc.  he  enterit  y'for  and  ccmferrit  w^  me  sum  of 
Bowchanans  Psalmes^  of  Virgill  and  Horace  qlk  twa  namlie  Virgin 
was  his  cheiff  refreshment  efter  his  graue  studies,  wherin  he  lut  me 
sie  not  onlie  the  proper  latin  langage  and  ornaments  of  poesie  hot 
also  mair  guid  logik  and  philosophic  than  ever  I  haid  hard  befor.  I 
had  tean  dely  t  at  the  grammar  schole  to  heir  reid  and  sung  the  verses 
of  Virgill  taken  w^  the  numbers  y'^of  (whowbeit  I  knew  no*  what  num- 
bers was  till  he  tauld  me)  and  haid  mikle  of  him  par  ceur^  hot  I  un- 
derstud  never  a  lyne  of  him  till  then.     He  read  a  comedie  of  Tyrencc 
w^  me  scliawing  me  that  ther  was  balhe  fyne  latin  langage  and  wit  to 
be  lemit.  y^  of  langage  I  thought  weill  hot  for  wit  I  merveld  and  haid 
not  knawin  befor.     He  put  in  my  hand  the  Comcntares  of  Ctpsar 
comending  him  for  the  simple  puritie  of  the  latin  toung.     also  Salust 
and  read  w^  me  the  coniuration  of  Cateline.    He  had  gottin  in  Paris 
at  his  by  coming  Bodin  his  method  of  historie  qlk  he  read  ower  him 
sclff  thrysc  or  four  tymcs  yt  quarter^  annes  w^  me  and  the  rest  whill 
I  was  occupied  in  the  Greik  Grammar^  qlk  he  put  in  hand  of  Clenard 
causing  me  vnderstand  the  precepts  onlic  and  lear  the  ««^«3ii7^r« 
cxactlic;  the  practise  whcrof  he  schew  me  in  my  buik  going  throw 
wt  me  that  Epistle  of  Basilius  and  causing  me  lem  it  be  hart  bothe 
for  the  langage  and  the  mater,  y^cfter  to  the  new  Testament  and  ged 
throw  sum  chapters  of  Mathew,  and  certean  comfortable  places  of  the 
epistles  namlie  the  Romans.     And  last  entering  to  the  Hebrew  I  gat 
the  reiding  declynations  and  pronons  and  sum  also  of  the  conjugations 
out  of  Martinius  grammar  qlk  he  haid  w^  him^  and  schew  me  the  Tse 
of  tiic  Dictionair  also  qlk  he  haid  of  Reuclins  *  w^  him.     And  all  this 
as  it  war  bot  pleying  and  craking^  sa  yt  I  lernit  mikle  mair  by  heiring 
of  him  in  daylie  C4iirvcrsation  bathe  that  quarter  and  y<^efier,  nor  ever 
I  lernit  of  anie  buik^  whowbcit  he  set  me  euer  to  the  best  authors." 

(Melville's  Diary,  pp.  37^  38.) 

Note  L.  p.  6.5. 

Early  Slate  of  University  of  Glasgow. — At  the  solicitation  of  WU- 
ham  Turnbull,  Bishop  of  Glasgow,  Pope  Nicholas  V.  granted  a  bull, 
dated  the  7th  of  January  li50,  constituting  "  a  General  Study  for 
theology,  canon  and  civil  law,  the  arts,  and  every  other  useful  facul- 

*  Jo/tn  Reuchlin^  or  Capnio,  published  his  Hebrew  Grammar  and  Diction- 
ary (the  first  ever  composed  by  a  Christian  or  in  Latin;  in  the  year  1506. 
Bat  perhaps  jVIelvUle  used  the  Dictionary  translated  from  Hebrew  by  AnUumy 
Heuchl'm  in  1554-,  and  of  which  an  abridgment  by  Lucas  Osiander  appeared 
in  1569. 
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ty,"  at  Olugow  ;  and  gnntiBg  to  it  all  the  ri^ta  and  pivil^et  bo- 
longing  to  the  UniTenitj  trfBokgna.  In  the  following  year  a  bodjr 
of  autute*  foa  ita  goTeniment  waa  pitpared  by  the  bi^op  and  hia 
chapter,  which,  together  with  the  papal  bull,  were  omflrated,  in 
1433,  bj  a  Royal  Charter  from  King  Jamei  11.  Duringthe  fint  two 
yean  of  ita  erection  more  liian  a  hundred  individuals  were  incorpo- 
rated into  it ;  but  the  most  of  these  were  not  yonng  men  commen- 
dng  their  studies,  but  secular  or  regular  ecclesiastics,  who  became 
members  chiefly  for  the  sake  of  the  honour  attached  to  ■  learned  cor- 
pontion,  or  of  the  immunities  to  which  it  entitled  them.  The  an- 
nals of  the  univeinty  are  sufficiently  copious  in  information  retpect- 
ii^  its  goTemment,  but  they  are  almott  entirely  silent  as  to  what  ia 
more  important,  the  means  of  instruction  which  it  provided,  and  the 
mode  in  which  that  instruction  was  conveyed.  So  far  as  we  can  abl' 
lect  ttom  scattered  hints,  it  would  seem  that  there  was  no  stated  or 
regular  teaching  in  the  higher  faeolties.  The  seal  of  individuals 
prompted  them  to  read  occasional  lectures,  the  continuance  of  which 
depended  on  the  caprice  of  the  hearers,  whoae  attendance  on  them 
was  optional.  "  On  the  29th  of  July,  1480,  a  venerable  man.  Master 
David  Cadyow,  precentor  of  the  church  of  Glasgow,  and  Rector  of 
the  university,  read,  in  the  Chapter-House  of  the  Predicant  Ftiara 
of  Glasgow,  St  nine  o'clock  aati  meridiem,  the  title  or  rubric  in  the 
third  book  (of  the  Canon  Law)  De  viia  et  htmettaie  elerleomm,  in 
the  presence  of  all  the  deigy  and  masters ;  and  he  continued  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  hearers."  On  the  same  day,  and  in  the  same  house, 
Master  William  de  Levenaz  read  a  title  in  the  Civil  Law.  The  first 
notioe  of  any  lecture  on  theology  ie  at  a  much  later  period.  "On  the 
S3d  of  Alarcb,  1&81,  a  religious  man.  Father  Robert  Lile,  of  the  or- 
der of  Predicant  Friars,  Bachelor  of  Theology,  and  Prior  of  the  Con- 
vnit  of  Glasgow,  b^an,  pro  forma,  to  read  a  lecture  on  the  fourth 
book  of  the  Sentences,  in  the  foresaid  Monastery,  in  presence  of  die 
Rector,  Dean  of  Faculty,  and  the  rest  of  the  masters;  John  Ade, 
Professor  of  Theology,  and  Provincial  of  the  whole  orderof  Scotland, 
preoiding  at  the  time."  The  want  of  salaries  to  the  profesaors  waa 
doubtless  one  great  reason  of  the  rarity  of  these  lectures.  Bishop 
Tombull  died  before  he  had  an  opportunity  of  carrying  bis  mnnifl- 
cent  purposes  intoexecution*;  and  the  defect  waa  not  sui^lied  by  hia 
anccesBors,  or  by  the  government.  WiUi  the  exception  of  certain 
amall  perquisites  paid  at  promotiona  to  degrees,  the  nnivoaity,  aa 

*  D.  Oucbusnut  di  Scriptoribus  Scot.  Art.  Ds  D.  TurnbuUo :  HS.  in 
Sibl.  CoL  Edin.    BiibopTurabuUdieaui  14U. 

VOL.  I.  2  r 
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inch,  wiM  deitiftate  cf  fiinds^  and  Ihe  pwfeiiocg  of  dknnatj,  mod  cf 
canon  and  eivil  law,  depended  f<v  their  eiipport  en  dielseiieAoeaiibidi 
fihej  hM  as  ecdenastkt  in  nurious  parts  of  tibe  kingdoni. 

Happily  more  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  infexior  hranthcs  of 
kaming.  These  were  tan|^t  at  an  early  period  ;  for  the  reeoidsAen- 
ftion  the  admission  of  a  regent  of  philosophy  within  two  yean  after 
the  erection  of  the  uniTersity.  "  Congcegalione  CteidtatiB  artinm 
lenu,  &C.  1452,  S8^«.  JolU^  supplieaTit  ▼enerabUis  et  rebgioaivTir 
Domimis  Alexander  Geddes,  lioentaatns  in  tfiedogia,  monachns  de 
Melross^  pro  li^entia  exponendi  textnm  Aristot^s  pro    ■  esjos 

anpplicationi  faeultas  faTorabiiiter  indinata  illam  igaun  peCiit  aalrii 
suis  privilegiis  duntaxat  sibi  contulit  potestatem."    (Aet.  Fae.  Aft 
Glaig.)    This  was  the  usual  way  oi  adnatting  a  regent  to  teadi  a 
couna  of  philosophy.     It  is  probabfe  that  Bidwp  Tumbnll  had 
founded  the  Pedagogium,  or  CoUegey  in  which  tSbc  atodoits  of  the 
liberal  arts  lived  U^ther  with  the  masters  who  sttperintended  their 
fducation.    They  resided  in  a  house  situated  on  Ae  south  side  of  the 
Rottenrowj  until  a  benefaction  from  Lord  Hamilton  enabled  them  to 
lemoYe  to  the  situation  which  the  college  occupies  ut  present    By 
means  of  donations  and  bequests  from  difSsrent  indiTiduals,  a  modenle 
provision  was  made  for  the  continuance  of  regular  instmcciofn  in  the 
eoDege.    Cbaplainries,  for  the  benefit  of  tibe  regents,  were  ftnadedat 
different  times.    Thomas  Aithuriie  bequeathed  a  tenement  to  the 
college.    And  in  1557,  Archbishop  Beatoun  gave  to  it  the  vicsngs 
qf  Colmonell,  which,  with  the  glebe  acres,  is  valued,  in  ^le  old  RcnHl 
Booln,  at  £44w  13s.  4d.  (Recorda  of  University;  and  Statist  Aceomit 
ef  Scotland,  voL  xxL  Appendix.)    Some  ides  may  be  formed  of  dM 
nature  of  the  instruction  given  from  the  Ists,  at  the  end  of  this  note, 
which  contain  the  titles  ef  books  presented  fbr  the  use  of  the  regeniu 
The  University  of  Glaigow,  froas  its  peculisr  constitntion,  neiMmi 
rily  suffered  more  from  the  change  of  rdigion  at  the  RelbrmatioBi  than 
the  other  learned  establishments  of  Scotluid.    The  professors  in  the 
higher  branches  being  all  supported  by  thehr  livings  in  the  chord, 
and  adhering  to  the  old  religion,  snccessors  could  not  be  appoitsd  sd 
them  owing  to  the  totid  want  of  aslaries.    It  iras  ao  fsr  a  fasooiaklr 
circumstance  that  John  Davidson,  the  principal  of  the  college,  em- 
braced the  reformed  doctrines,  and  continued  his  academical  loboon. 
By  this  means  the  moat  valuable,  though  not  the  most  dignified,  fsit 
of  the  academy  was  preserved  £rom  extinction*    But  it  also  suftnd 
materially  from  the  fraudulent  alienation,  or  the  ungust  seizure  of  its 
slender  revenues.    To  remedy  this  evi^  the  fiiends  of  the  ooUqpe  ob- 
tained from  Queen  Mary,  in  1563^  a  grant  under  the  Privy  Seal, 
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founding  bunariei  fw  five  pool  Khcdu^  and  beitowing  oeruia  houMt 
and  Unda  for  tbeii  nipport  daring  the  time  of  that  edneatieo. 
(Gibion'a  Hiat  of  GUigow ;  Appendix.)  In  1AT8,  the  Tom  Co«n- 
dl  of  Glaagow,  perceiving  "  that  the  college  had  fallen  into  decay  for 
want  of  Ainds,  and  the  Btudy  of  the  arte  wai  nearir  extinguiabed  in 
it  thnmgji  pOTertj,"  beatowod  on  it  rentt  wbid  were  detmed  ade- 
quate for  the  aupport  of  fifteen  pouuu.  It  oiight  be  auppoaed  that 
theae  gifti  would  have  been  luffideat  to  place  the  college  on  a  iCk 
jpectable  footing,  but  all  that  could  be  made  good,  from  tbe  wbtfle 
«f  the  Ainda,  did  not  ameunt  to  mere  than  three  hundred  peonda 
Scota  annually. 

.  The  following  extracta  from  the  racorda,  containing  liata  of  boofca 
taught  at  the  uuivereity,  were  obligingly  aent  me  by  Dr.  Mactotk, 
Piofeawr  of  ChuKh  HUlorj  at  <Saagov. 

Conpegalione  facultatia  artium  tenta,  &e.  anno  Domini  I4TS  t^- 
tjo  die  meniia  Novembria  preaentati  fiierunt,  &e. 

fiodein  Anno  Reiaeadua  in  ehriato  Fater  ac  Domimia,  Daminna 
Johannei,  Dei  et  apoat^ic*  aedia  gratin,  fipiaeopaa  Glaagnenria,  in- 
ftnacriptoa  dona-rit  libroa  Pedagogio  Gla^nenn  ad  naom  et  ntilitatem 
Begentium  inibi  pro  tempcse  odatentinm. 

In  pjimia  unum  volumen  In  pe^amaiD  in  qno  continentur  lettin 
Phiaics  Aiiatotdii  cgmpletua,  quatuor  libri  de  ctnlo  et  mundo,  dna  de 
Geoeratione,  quatnor  Metheoronun,  libv  de  causU  prcprietatDm  el^. 
menterum.  Liber  de  Mundo,  liber  de  lineii  indi?tnUlibni,  Uber  de 
inandatione  ftavii.  Item  libea  d»  Bona  fertuna,  £putoU  qucdam 
Ariatotelii  ad  Alexandruni,  trea  libii  de  amnw,  liber  de  aenau  et  aen- 
aato.  Liber  de  MNnoria  et  Rnniniaeentia,  Liber  de  Soropno  et  V^llla, 
Liber  de  lon^tudinc  et  brcritate  vitc.  Liber  de  ipiritn  et  reaplratioBet 
Liber  de  morte  et  vita.  Liber  de  moto  animalinm.  Liber  de  progreani 
■nimalium.  Liber  de  Fhieonomia,  Liber  de  Porno,  Liber  de 
BpirituB  et  animc.  Item  Uber  de  rila  Ariatoteba. 
Item  in  alio  Volnmine  Pa^urio  donaTit  idem  Rererendue  Pater.  In 
prfmia  quoddani  Scriptum  continena  qneationea  anper  octo  libroa  PM- 
(icomm  Item  queationea  anper  tribni  Ubdadecceloet  mundo  Item 
qneationea  quaadam  aupcr  tribua  libria  Metbeonmim  Item  quasdam 
qaeatianei  anper  dnobua  Hbria  de  Generatiane  Item  quaadam  qu»- 
wtiatkm  anpei  triboa  bbria  de  aninia  Item  quaadam  queationea  anper 
Ulsn  de  aenau  et  aenaato  Item  quaadam  qneationea  anper  Kbria  de 
memiiria  et  reminiaoentia  aompno  et  Tigilia  Item  quaadam  qneatioMa 
"Me. 
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Sequontnr  libri  quos  dooavit  ad  tuum  et  utilitatem  Regendmn  in 
facilitate  arthim  in  Paedagogio  Glasguen  pro  tempore  inibi  existentiam 
bone  memoriK  yenerabiHs  vir  Magister  Duncanua  Btmch  qnondam 
Canonicus  Gla^aen  et  in  dicto  loco  principalis  R^^ns. 

In  primis  unum  volaraen  bene  ligatum  in  Pergameno  in  qao  con- 
tinentur  textus  predicabilium  Purpburii^  {sic)  textus  Aristotelis  super 
▼eteri  arte,  Liber  sex  principionini  Gilbert!  Porritani^  Liber  Divisio- 
num  Boetii  et  liber  Thopicornm  ijusdem  et  textoa  Aristotelii  super 
nova  Logica  complete. 

Item  in  alio  papirio  vohimine  Textus  super  tnbus  Libris  Aristote- 
lis Item  in  eodem  duo  libri  Elencorum  rupti  in  fine  Item  duo  libri 
Posteriorura  Item  commentum  alberti  super  Pbisica  Aristotelis  in 
Pergameno  Item  questiones  Pbisicales  in  parte  magistri  Joannis 
Elmir  Item  duo  libri  de  generatione 

Item  in  uno  volumine  questiones  super  quinque  libris  Metapbisicff 

Item  in  uno  volumine  questiones  super  libro  de  anima  cum  tribos 
libris  Metheororum  cum  quibusdara  aliis  exeerptis 
.    Item  in  uno  Tolumine  Textus  Metapbisicc  complete  in  Pergameno 

Item  Glossa  Petri  Hispani  secundum  usum  Mag^  Jobannis  Elmir 
super  quinque  tractatibus 

Item  in  alio  volumine  duo  libri  de  Anima 

Item  questiones  super  quinque  libris  Metapbisics 

Item  questiones  super  octo  libris  Pbisicorum 

Item  una  Biblia  in  Pergameno  in  parvo  volumine  litera  optima 
complete  Seripta. 

Tbe  books  mentioned  in  the  following  list  were  presented  in  the 
year  1488. 

.  Sequuntur  libri  quos  Donarit  ad  usum  et  ulilitatem  Regentkm  in 
Facoltate  artium  in  Pedi^ogio  Glasguen  pro  tempore  inibi  existen- 
tium  bome  memorise  Johannes  Browne  canotiicus  Glasguen  etin  dicto 
Pedagogic  oUm  Regens. 

In  primis  unum  Volumen  in  quo  continentur  tres  libri  de  eoelo  et 
mundo.  Duo  libri  de  Generatione  et  corruptione,  Lit»i  methbrumi 
tres  libri  de  anima  de  sompno  et  vigilia  Item  aliud  Volumen  oonti- 
nens  questiones  logicales  complete  Item  unum  Volumen  in  quo  con- 
tinentur auctores  Philosophise  Naturalis  et  Moralis  cum  sex  prind- 
p^js^  tractatus  de  Spera  et  Algorismo  cum  quibusdam  moralibus  que- 
stionibus  Item  unum  volumen  continens  questiones  metaphiaicalei. 
Item  unum  volumen  continens  glossam  Magistri  Petri  Hispani  Item 
unum  volumen  in  quo  continentur  sex  tractatus  Petri  Hispani  com 
textu  PoTphyrii  Item  unum  volumen  antiquum  in  quo  oontinentur 
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^ueitiouei  de  aaiiiM  Item  GIou  Petri  Hispuii  mipei  certii  tnctati- 
biu  Item  volumeii  iu  quo  coDtJDentiu  octo  libri  MeUpbJKtae  Iton 
tracUtua  super  teitum  Furphjrii  cum  aliquibua  questionibu*  Itctn 
anum  Tolumen  in  quo  conliiientuT  tex  libri  Ethicoram  Item  unom 
Tolutnen  in  quo  coutineutur  quMtionea  uncti  Tborate  niper  certiB  li- 
bria  PhisJcK  Item  scriptuni  super  quibuadam  libria  Phiucoruui  Item 
BcotUB  secundum  libruni  Purpbyrii  et  (criptum  JobauniB  Burlaw  in 
uno  valumine  Item  primus  traciatui  super  BUppositionibua  Item  super 
dirersii  dubiis  Ilem  UDum  volumen  quod  iDdjdt  Ulrum  Loffst  ait 
Scienciij  See- 

Note  M.  p>  65. 

DUIinguitked  pertiuu  educated  at  tie  UnitrtUy  of  GUugow.— 
Bit&op  Blfhhtgatoa'*  name  i*  in  the  list  of  thow  who  were  incorpo- 
rated in  1561,  at  the  first  opening  of  the  university.  It  ia  written 
siinplj  "  Will<"  ElphioBtouD,"  from  which  it  ii  probable  that  he  en- 
tered M  3  student,  anil  had  then  no  title  or  offloe  in  the  church. 

WilUclviui  Mandertioun  proceeded  Bachelor  of  Arts,  al  Glasgow,  4th 
November,  ]J06.  (Annales  Fac.  Art)— Dee.  1  je«.  GuilL  Mander- 
ston,  Scoligena,  Licent.  iu  Medic  Kector  universatia  ParisieaaiB.  . 
(Buleus.) — ^Wilelrous  ManderttoD,  Doctor  in  Medieina,  Rector  de 
Gogar,  Rector  of  the  University  of  St  Andrews,  anno  IdSO.  He  is 
the  author  of  the  following  work :  "  Bipartitnm  in  Mwali  Philoeo- 
pbii  opuECulil  »  vatiis  autoribus  per  magiitnim  Guillelma  MOdci- 
sten  Scota  nuperrime  collects :  Kt  prosecundaimpressionecutn  tiouM 
additionibus  ab  eodem  appositis  recusum. — Vieiinndantui  in  cdibMs 
Gorman  lis  nis."  It  is  dedicated  by  the  author  "  reuerSdo  in  chritto 
patri  &  domino ;  domino  Jacobo  Bpton ;  «ancti  Andiee  archipretuh : 
ac  totlus  Scotie  primati  &  caneellario  suoq  mecenati."  Prefixed  to  it 
ar^  a  copy  of  L«tiD  venea  by  William  Grayme  of  Fintree,  and  an 
epistle  in  prose  with  the  tiucriptioa,  "  Roberlus  Gra.  medidnae  ima- 
tor  praeceptori  auo  vilelmo  Manderstd  apollonie  artis  profetsori  peii- 
tiaiiino."  The  colophon,  on  foL  cclx.  is  in  these  words:  ''  Explidt  , 
opuaoiliim  in  moral)  philocophia  bipartite  a  niagistra  Gvilklmo 
Manderston  Scoto  dioceaia  aOcti  Andree  nnperrime  impresium  Par-  ■ 
thisiis  Anno  a  NstiTitat^  domini  Milleumo  quingentfssimo  viceaaiino 
tertio.  Die  vero  decima  quarta  Januar^j."    In  s[naU  Bvo. 

The  first  edition  of  this  book  waa  printed  "  Faxrhisjia  1£18,"  ia 
4Io-  at  the  same  presa.  The  colophon  states  that  it  waa  "  napeiriiiM 
coUectO  doin  regeret  Parisiis  in  famatiaaimo  dine  Barbarc  gymna* 
gio/' a.  d.  1518.  li  leal.  April.  The  work  itselTia  very  jqune.   Ther« 
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is  an  earlier  book  by  Manderston^  which  I  have  not  seen  :  **  Tripar- 
titam  epithoma  doetrinale  &  compendiofimi  in  totina  dialectics  lirtis 
prindpia.    Lutetic  Paris.  1514.^  4to. 

Extracts  respecting  Migor  and  Knox  have  been  given  from  the  re- 
cords^ in  Life  of  John  Knox^  voL  ii.  pp.  465—467,  4th  edit. — In  1514, 
we  find  *^  Danid  Melwyn  principalem  regentem  Glas."  David  Mel- 
ville went  to  St.  Andrews,  and  firom  1517  to  15120  he  is  frequently 
mentioned  in  the  records  of  that  nniversity,  under  the  deaignatioii 
''  Dauid  Maillwill  Regentem  Principalem  Pedagogii  Sanctlandres." 

*'  John  Adt  sacre  theologie  professor"  is  mentioned  in  the  xe^sten 
of  Glasgow,  29  March,  1521 ;  and  on  the  23  March,  1521,  (i.  e.  llm,) 
John  Ade,  or  Adamson,  provincial  of  the  order  of  predicant  fiian, 
or  Dominicans,  presided  at  a  theological  lecture  and  disputation  in 
the  university.  Hector  Boece  informs  us,  that  he  was  tiie  first 
person  who  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  at  the  newly 
erected  University  of  Aberdeen ;  and  that  as  provincial  of  the  Do- 
minicans he  introduced  a  salutary  reform  into  that  religious  order. 
(Vits  Episcop.  Aberd.  &  Murth.  See  also  Milne^s  Hist,  of  Bishops 
of  Dunlcdd.)  In  1506,  Robert  Park,  prior  of  the  predicant  ttian  st 
Perth,  gives  a  charter  *'  cum  consensu  &  assensu  rev*  patris  David 
Andreie  prions  provindalis  ^usdem  ordinls  in  r^;no  Scotisp." — ^Au- 
gust 20,  1517,  ''  Ro.  Lile  prior  fr.  pred.  burgi  de  Perth**  grants  a 
charter  with  consent  "  ven.  p^  n^  firatiis  Johannis  Adaonon^  prio- 
ns provin.  ord.  n^,"  Adamson  was  dead  in  1526,  for  in  that  year  we 
find  '^  Johannes  Gresoun  prior  provindalis  cjusdem  ordinis  in  regno 
Scotie."  (Transcripts  from  Charters  of  the  Convent  of  Bladcfiriars  at 
Perth,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scott,  in  Advocates  Library.) 

The  following  entries  appear  to  relate  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Lothian. — *'  Die  Sabbati  xxvii  June  1534  Incoiporati — ^Dnua  Johan- 
nes Spottiswood  servui,  ^c" — 8  Feb.  1535  '*  Dominus  Joannea  Sfiot- 
tiswood*'  proceeded  bachdor. — 1 536.  ''  Electi  ftiehint  quatuor  intrin- 
tes  viz.  Magr  Joannes  ISpottiswood,  &c."  In  the  same  year  and  in  154$, 
he  was  chosen  one  of  the  deputes  of  the  Rector.  (Annales  Fae.  Airt. 
et  Annales  Uiilv.)  - ' 

David  Beaton  (afterwards  Cardinal)  was  matriculated  of  this  tcoS- 
vernty  on  the  26th  of  October,  1511. 

The  names  of  the  following  young  men  of  rank  ooeor  in  the  IistB 
of  incorporati,  or  matriculated  students. 

Oct.  24th  1457  Andreas  Stewart  Subdecanus  Glasguen  firater  Uta^ 
strisdmi  R^s  Scotorum  Jacobi  secundi 

A.  1473  Joannes  Btewart  filius  comitis  de  levenax  et  dm  de  Demly 
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U88  Mattheus  8tew«rt  Alios  primogenitUB  et  keret  nobilis  et  po«  - 
tends  dm  oofmitis  de  leTensx  et  d£i  de  Dernlj 

1488  Alex.  Stewart  Alius  Coiiiitis  de  leventx 
Rob.  Stewart  filins  cjusdem  comids 

Patridus  Orabame  filius  gerroan.  comit.  de  Montrose 

1489  Gavinus  Douglas  filius  dm  de  Drumlanrig 

1492  Alexander  Erakyne  filius  dni  de  Erskyne  studens.  Under 
tbe  year  1495  is  the  following  minute,  in  the  Afutales  CoUegii  Fac^U 
tatis  artium:  "  £odem  Anno  processerunt  ad  gradum  Bachallariatus 
sub  Magistro  Patricio  Covyotre,  Alexander  Erskyne,  filius  dni  de  eo- 
dero,  qui  et  gloriosum  actum  celebrayit  et  solus  ingentes  expensas  fe- 
cit ;"— 'that  is,  be  gave  a  splendid  feast  to  tbe  uniTendty  at  bis  laurea* 
tion. 

1510  Joannes  Stewart  magistcr  de  lerenax  filius  et  appareus  beres 
Mattbei  com.  de  leyenax  et  dni  de  Demle. 

1534  Joannes  Campbell  filius  oomit.  de  Argile 

1553  Joannes  Cunynghame  filius  oomit  de  Glcncarne. 

It  was  tbe  custom  at  Glasgow  for  every  bursar  to  give  a  silver  tpoon  ^ 
upon  bis  being  admitted  to  the  coUege  table. 

• 
Note  N.  p.  65. 

<2tt«fn  Mafys  grant  to  the  College  of  GZougfOtf.— This  is  antedated 
in  the  common  accounts  of  the  university.    It  was  **  given  under  our ' 
privie  scale  at  Glasgow  the  threttene  of  JulQ  the  zeir  of  God  l^v^  thre' 
score  and  thre  zeiris." — "  fforsamickle  as  within  the  citie  of  Glai^w^ ' 
ane  coU^e  and  universitie  was  devisit  to  be  faade>  quharein  tbe  zouth 
micht  be  brocht  up  in  lettres  and  knawlledge,  the  cofHoun  welth  ser- 
vit  and  vertue  incressit^  off  the  quhilk  college  ane  parte  of  the  sculia* 
and  cbalmeris  being  biggit,  the  rest  thairof  alsweill  dwellingis  as  pro- 
vision for  the  puir  bursouris  and  Maisteris  to  techci  ceissit  Sua  that 
tbe  samin  apperit  rather  to  be  the  decay  of  ane  universitie  nor  anj 
wyse  to  be  rdcnit  ane  establissit  fundation    And  we  for  the  zele  wa 
beir  to  lr€s  and  for  tbe  gode  will  we  have  that  vertew  be  incressit 
within  our  realme^  have  foundit  and  erecdt  and  be  thir  our  Irtt 
foundis  and  creeds  five  puir  children  bursouris  within  the  said  col- 
lege to  be  callit  in  all  tymes  cuming  bursouris  of  oure  foundation  and 
for  fumessing  and  provesion  to  be  maid  to  the  saidis  iBve  bursourisy" 
gives  and  grants  certain  lands,  mailes^  &c.  belonging  to  "  the  frelrliT 
predicatouris  within  the  said  cide."    Tbe  deed  further  states  that  the 
queen  intends  ''  als  to  mak  the  said  college  to  be  provydit  of  sic  rea- 
sonable living  that  thairin  the  liberale  sciences  may  be  planlie  teched 
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•iclike  as  the  umyn  ar  in  utheris  collegb  of  yis  realme  Sua  that  the 
eollege  foinaid  salbe  reputet  oure  fiindadon  io  all  tyme  earning  And 
to  that  effect  we  ordane  that  quhenever  the  maiater  thairof  or  any  of 
the  hmsouria  of  the  aamyn  happenia  to  deceisa  That  utheria  in  thair 
ronmes  he  pladt  be  us  and  o'  sucoessouiis  That  the  memorie  of  the 
said  gude  will  we  heir  to  vertew  may  renuoie  to  the  posterities  to  com." 
(Records  of  University  of  Glasgow.)  ^ 

Note  O.  p.  7S. 

.  A  Dream<^"  The  collage  haidmoniepkyis  in  lawdcpendiagy^ydr 
a|id  M'  Piter  hlakhum  was  oeoonoinus  and  spedall  aeler.  yit  becaase 
t]ie  sstimation  <x£  W  Andro  :w«s  graittei;^  be  deayrit  him  at  oertesn 
pereropter  dyettes  to  he  present  in  £d'«  Sot  sie  a  dyet  being  to  go  ts 
£d'  M'  Piter  comes  in  to  his  chalmer  in  the  roorniaig  he^Tie  and  groa 
lyk.  being  inquyrit  by  the  prindpall  what  ealed  him,  he  mswent  I 
haiiff  dreamed  an  vnsdl  *  dream  and  I  am  aome  thing  aoliat  silor  it 
What  is  it  sayes  he*  Me  thought  we  war  stttii^  at  aox  eollag  horde 
as^  a  cup  full  of  hs^mie  drink  befor  ws.  I  luiked  to  the  cnp  and  I 
thought  I  saw  a  read  heidit  tead  Iqpe  out  of  i|t  and  crakd-vpe  Tpm 
the  wall,  the  qfk  I  percewed  and  dang  down  and  trampad  Tidcr  my 
feit.  And  aa  I  turned  I  saw  an  oUier  lepe  out  also,  quhilk  whowbiit 
I  followed  it  gat  away  in  a  ^11  out  of  my  sigh^  Be  nel  aoliiitsiTS 
he  M'  Piter  I  will  interpret  your  dream  and  warcaiidlhalnlcprciatiiMi 
trew  for  a  pynt  of  wyne«  for  suthe  says,  the  tthoraiiA  itifaegtpda 
quart.  The  colUg^  pwfA  an4  cup  is  /xva:.  college  Jeiving ;  tkf  the 
quhilk  twa  read  nebbU  teades  )ies  iqtnisit  tb^  selSi  Xh^  ar  the 
twa  read  neascd  oompeditonrs  of  pur  collagie  against  the  q[Qhitt  yie 
haiff  presentlie  the  actiones  vis.  Jhone  ifiame  the  firsts  mhcm,  yie  p»> 
sewing  at  tl^  dyet  cUm  a)s  weill  as  he  will  on  tk^  nodi  of  4ha  ktryis 
sail  diiig  down  ^d  overcome^  the  vther  is  the.  f«|d  iaced  oommisHBP 
M'  Archbald  Beaton,  wha  by  some  wyU  sail  eschew  liveacnClieaad 
viri9  awpiy.  Assure,  thy  selff  man  thow  aall  find  it;  aa.^  M'  Pittt 
leuches  and  sayes,  he  njras  worthe  the  wyne  whow  ener  it.  was*  %  te 
the  twa  men  war  vme  resd  and  tea^  lyk  £ijBed  for  plouloeaandlnmpBs* 
And  in  deid  it  cam  sa  tp  ^fm ;  Uff  they  hrpugbt  hane.a  aotahir  dei' 
c^eit  of  reiiujction  pf  fi  few  pf  the  frcjref  pftrd 
and  the  vther  by  moyen  fmd  eriMst  ^plj^tatioii  gat  tbe. action 
and  brought,  to  arbitriment"    (^([elville'sD^ay,  pp.  i9,  5a) 

^  uahi^py  or  maiaopsi 
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Act  aj  (kt  Privy  Council  rapeding  Aittatider  Cia^inghame't  . 
nbmittion. 
Apttd  ScncUndroii  t.j3aP  Jnlfj  •nno        Ixxx* 

AneDt  <f  Kmeranc  Lordit  Irfa  raidt  at  the  Iiutanc«  of  Muitef 
Jaraea  meluile  iDe  of  the  Regeatii  of  the  vniuerdtie  of  Glug*  Mk- 
kand  mentioim  That  qnhilr  Ales'  Caninghatne  laaxtget  at  clonbejr* 
bni^es  and  induelkr  of  Gkqgow  vponn  the  xx  i»f  li  Juntl  ins^t 
being  at  his  hibilt  at  dennar  w'  eettaae  uthMi  tTirtBtnit  and  shoWlt 
be  monj'  dnpiteftill  vordia  to  be  rerendgit  of  the  said  Mt.  Jaitiea  Tat 
correcting  of  Alex'  Boyd  hia  acollar  And  continewing  the  real  of  thtt 
day  in  hia  inalidi^ia  inynd  and  boistfng  Ungagc  quhlll  efter  syne  ho** 
■t  Djt  And  flndand  then  occasimin  to  put  bia  foiitho'  ewil  mynd  to 
executiaiiii  he  houndlt  out  the  said  Alex'  Boyd  to  itryke  the  said  JSt. 
Jtmea  w>  ane  battaran  q*^  battoni)  wea  gevin  to  hltn  be  the  tald  Alex* 
COnin^ttme  And  the  s»id  Mr.  Jaines  beand  cOand  throw  the  hie 
Idrfcurd  of  Olaagow  to  the  college  w<oiit  ony  kynd  of  anno'  BelenWl 
na  ewill  to  faaue  bene  done  to  him  by  ony  perwmn  The  Hid  Alex* 
Boyd  be  tho  penoaiioiin  and  hounding  out  ai  laid  ta  of  the  said  Alex' 
Caainghante  petseoit  and  strak  at  the  laid  Mr.  Jamea  behind  his  bti 
w*  the  aaid  baltoan  qi^  atnik  be  escbewlt  be  hia  niddane  tumljg  aboitf 
At  qi^  tinn  the  aald  Alex'  Boyd  being  eSViyit  and  aatoniiheit  be  tlin 
••idia  Mr.  Jamea  wordia  and  MUntenaoce  drew  him  aelf  asyde  lgiklfa|i 
for  ifae  aaatatenoe  of  the  aaid  Alex'  Cflnioghame  qnhx  to  perfori&tt 
hia  mtkit  interpryia  come  rynand  rpon  the  aaid  Mr.  James  v^  ada 
^airtn  iwfrd  in  hfa  hand  awelrtng  and  boiatlng  w'  many  vglie  aiUib 
thathaaouUhoeb  and  alay  falm  calling  him  oftymeaknalf  and  aayin^ 
that  he  wet  oalr  pert  to  dii^  that  boy.  lyke  aa  In  deid  the  aaI3 
Akx'  Cflnii^aBW  bad  not  there  ftlllit  to  haue  bereft  the  nud  Mi, 
James  of  hia  Hibglf  be  godii  providence  he  had  not  bene  stayit  Bbr 
the  q'^  caui  he  being  persewit  thairefUr  hefoir  the  recto'  and  assea- 
BO"  of  the  said  mittermtie  and  baillies  and  counsak  of  the  citie  of 
(Maagw  At  last  be  we»  ftind  be  tharae  to  haue  done  wrang  in  tru- 
bUngpenevlngof  dwMld  Mr.  James  in  msnei  foircald  and  thairfdr 
(wdanit  to  cam  to  the  plate  qnbair  he  oflbndit  to  haue  aclnawledf^t 
his  fUt  and  to  haue  aalcit  die  aaid  Mr.  James  and  the  haill  vniueraitie 
pardoun  and  fo^fbea  t{^  the  aaid  Alex'  CflniDgbonie  not  onlie  refoait 
and  refuiasia  to  obey  and  ftilflll  being  re<]Uirit  thairto  Bot  atill  boistia 
and  bragis  to  attempt  forthcc  iniurje  and  iniiasioun  of  the  aaid  Bfr. 
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James  Sua  that  be  this  fonne  of  doing  discipline  is  ordinane  ax- 

ereises  interruptit  and  the  myndis  of  the  south  drawin  away  fra  thair 
aftudyis  quhairvpoun  alsua  Anther  inconTenient  is  abill  to  follow  w*  oat 
his  hienes  and  the  lordis  of  secreit  oonnsale  pnnryde  tymous  remeid 
And  anent  the  charge  gerin  to  the  said  Alex'  Cdninghame  To  have 
eompeirit  personallie  before  o^  soaerane  lord  and  lordia  of  secrdt 
fioimsale  at  a  certane  day  bipast  to  liaae  ansrit  to  this  complaint  ahd 
to  Jiaue  hard  and  sene  cndo'  taikin  anent  the  same  as  appertenit  vnder' 
tite  pane  of  Rebellioan  and  patUng  of  him  to  the  home  w*  oertifica- 
tioun  to  him  and  he  failseit  vtheris  Irfis  souldbe  direct  simpl'  to  pot 
liim  to  the  home  like  as  at  mair  lenth  is  contenit  in  the  saidis  Lr£s ' 
Qnhilkis  being  callit  and  baith  the  saidis  partiis  compdiraiid  person- 
alie  Thair  ressonis  and  allegationis  togidder  w*  the  said  deereit  getin 
a^d  prouQcit  be  the  foirsaidis  judges  and  thair  asaesso"  being  haid 
aeueand  considerit  be  the  saidis  lordis  and  they  rypdie  amsit  thair-  • 
with  The  Lordis  of  secreit  counsale  In  respect  of  the  said  deereit 
Qvdania  the  said  Alex'  COninghame  To  compeir  in  the  hie  Idrkiard  • 
of  Glai^:w  qnhair  the  spedaU  fait  wes  c6mittit  ypoan  the  sevint  day' 
of  August  nixt  to  cum  betuix  foure  and  ffre  houris  eftir  none  And 
thair  bairheidit  to  confes  his  said  offimce  first  to  the  rector  in  name  of 
the  vnlTersitie  and  baillies  in  name  of  the  toun  and  to  the  said  Mr. 
James  partie  ofifendit  And  to  ask  God  and  thame  f(»gifties  thairof 
and  to  tak  thame  be  the  handis  in  signe  and  taikin  ahweill  of  his  ho- 
miliatioun  as  reconsiiaatioun  And  .to  purge  him  that  he  wea  not  alelrit 
Tp.thairtobenamanerof  persoun  Or  ellis  that  he  entir  hb  ^paraoon 
in  ward  within  the  castill  of  Maknes  wt  in  xlviQ  houria  efdr  the  said 
aayintday  of  August  And  remane  thairin  thaireftir  Tpoun  his  awin 
expensis  ay  and  quhill  he  be  fV«d  be  o*  souerane  lord  vnder  the  pane 
of  rebellioun  and  putting  of  him  to  the  home  ifith  eerUficatioan  to 
him  and  he  failxie  the  saidis  xlviQ  houris  being  bipast  he  aalbe  inoon* 
tinent  y'efter  denOctt  his  ma^  rebell  and  put  to  die  home  and  all 
his  movabill  guidis  escheittit  to  his  mat***  vae  for  his  oonrtewgrtionn. 

^  NoTB  Q.  p^  65. 

Reparaiiwk  of  the  Cathedral  of  Glaegaufj-^Tbe  foQowing  extiact 
ftom  the  Records  of  the  Town  Council  shews  thd  intevM  whidli  ^ 
Magistrates  took  in  Uiis  business. 


Die  xxi^^  Mensis  Augusti  Anno  Bomini  &e»  Ixadr. 

Statutum 
The  quhilk  day  The  provost,  baillies  and  bcmnaale  W«  ye  IMcyns  ef 


\ 
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Uie  cxmfts  and  divers  utheris  honest  men  of  the  town,  oonvenand.  ia^ 
the  counsid  here  and  havand  respect  and  consideration  tp  ye  gireit  de*. 
caye  and  ruyne  y<  ye  hie  lark. of  Glasgqw  is  coip  to,  thro^  taking  awajp> 
of  the  leidj,  sclait  and  uther  gray*  thereof  in  yia  trublos  tyme  bygaoe^ 
sua  y*  sick  ane  gceit  monument  will  allutterly  fall. down  and  decaj» 
wtout  it  be  remedit  And  because  the  helping  yfof  is  sa  greit  and, 
will  extend  to  mair  nor  yai  may  spair  And  yat  yai  ax  not  addetite.to. 
ye  uphalding  and  repairing  y'of  be  ye  law  zet  of  thair  awn  free  wi]li» 
uncompellit  and  for  ye  zeil  yai  heir  to  ye  kirk  of  meir  almouss  and 
llberallity  sua  yat  induce  na  practick  nor  preparative  in  tymes  comings 
conform  to  ane  writing  to  be  mead  thereanent  All  in  ane  voce  hes 
consentit  to  ane  taxt  and  imposition  of  tua  hundreth  punds  money  to. 
be  taxt  and  payit  be  ye  township  and  freemen  yairof  for  helping  to . 
repair  ye  said  kirk  and  balding  of  it  waterfast  and  for  casting  and 
making  thereof  hes  apointit  yir  persons  following  viz  the  Dekyn  of 
ilk  craft  John  Arbuckle>  Thomas  Normant,  Matthew  Watson  flesher, 
Patrick  Howe  litster^  Robert  Muir  merchand,  William  Maxwell, 
David  Lindsay  £lder,  Andr.  Baillie,  Robert  Steuart^  Master  Adam 
Wallace,  George  Herbertaon,  John  Fleming,  William  Hiegate,  Ro» 
bert  Fleming,  Thomas  Spang  and  Johne  Lindsay  and  to  convene  on 
Tysday  next  for  endyng  yi^of. 

It  appears  from  the  Records  of  the  Kirk  Session  thai  the  ministeri 
zealously  co-operated  with  the  magistmtea.r— Deonnb^  7,  16S6*    It 
was  appointed  that  the  provost*  bailies,  and  deaeooa  of  crafts,  and. 
ministers  of  Glaigow,  convene  in  the  college  kirk  to  give  their  adviee 
and  judgement  anent  repairing  the  Uig^  Kirk« — Jan.  2^,  1588.    The 
session  appoints  commissioners  to  the  General  Assembly  to  desire  o 
commission  with  license  to  {Jrom  ?]]  the  King's  Majesty  for  repar»- 
tion  of  the  High  Church  of  Gla^ow  the  best  way  the  town  and  pa^ 
rish  of  the  same  may. — March  7.    The  Commisaionera  appointed  by . 
the  King's  Majesty  anent  repairing  the  High  Kirk,  and  hail  bxethven 
of  the  kirk-session  of  Glasgow  thinks  guid  that  the  laigh  steeple  bo . 
taken  down  to  repair  the  mason  work  of  the  said  kirk,  and  that  the . 
bell  and  clock  be  transported  to  the  high  steeple  and  that  the  Idrk , 
have  a.quinaee  kft.at  thi^  steeple  foresaid  for  the  relief  thereof. 
(Could  this  be.  the  order  whidi  occasioned  the  riot  referred  to  by  ,. 
Spotswood  ?  If  so,  it  happened  ten  years  after  Melville  left  Glai^gQ!ir«) 
— Aug.  1.    The  session  desire  the  council  to  send  commissionera  to 
the  Ajnembly,  as  fbr  other  things  to  seek  the  Assembly's  assistance 
for  obtaining  at  the  King's  hand  and  counsel  money  for  helping  and 
upholding  the  parish  kirk  at  Glasgow :  or  else  to  get  a  new  commia* 
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•ion  to  entertain  the  kirk  with  itself  as  it  may  best. — Dec  99,  1603. 
The  records  mention  a  right  Mr.  David  Weemes  had  made  to  him 
from  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Glasgow  to  pursue  the  gentlemen  in 
whose  hands  services  of  money  were  laid  by  the  said  Dean  and  Chap- 
ter for  repairing^  and  beautifying  and  decoring  the  Metropolitan  kirk 
<rf  Glasgow.— The  records  abound  Tnth  resolutions  and  orders  to  the 
fltme  etkeu  (Extracts  from  Records  of  Kirk  Session  of  Glasgow : 
IHTodrow'B  Life  of  Mr.  Dayid  Weemes^  pp.  5,  6.  MSS.  toL  ill.) 

Note  R.  p.  86. 

Library  of  the  University  of  Glasgow* — A  list,  entitled  Catafogus 
fjbrorum  Bibiiotheca  publicis  Sumptibus  'Academics  empti,   beside 
•nch  works  as  those  of  Cicero,  Aristotle,  and  Augustine^  contains. 
The  hail  Actes  oi£  Parliament. 
The  Bible  of  Govan  and  College. 
Historia  Scotorum  manuscripta,  autore  G.  Buchanano. 

Empti  sunt  opera  Thom.s  Jackei  qusestoris  Academis  1^77. 
Thesaurus  iingu«  Grsecip  Henrici  Stephani  quatuor  voluminibus 

ab  heredibus  Andres  Polwarti  emptus,  &c. 
£x  dono  viri  boni  Thorns  Jackaj 
Ambrosii  Opera  foL 

Gregorii  Romani  Opera  duob.  voluminib* 
Maister  Peter  Blackbume  ane  of  the  Regentis  of  the  College  at  his 
departing  to  Aberdein  left  and  gave  to  the  College  as  follows 

Ane  new  gnfli  Cart  stentit  upon  buirdes  sett  out  be  Gerardus 

Jode  Antuerpis  1575. 
TabuLe  YessaHi  with  this  inscription  anatomes  totius  ere  in- 
sculpta  delineatio.  fol.  magno  Paris,  cio.  id.L^v. 
The  names  of  some  scholastic  books  follow,  and  on  the  margin  is 
*'  Ex  dono  Petri  Blackbumi  ante  decessum  8  Nouemb.  1582." 

A  list  of  33  volumes  consisting  of  ihe  works  of  the  fathers,  Eras- 
mus, Pagninus  &c.  has  this  note  prefixed,  "  Dedmo  Junij  1581.  D. 
jJacobus  Boydeus,  Episcopu?  Qlasguen.  has  omnes  Coll^o  Glasg. 
testamento  reliquit" 

14  July  1586  '*  Magister  Archibaldus  Craufurd  Hector  universi- 
tatis  &  ab  Eglischem,  in  monumenturo  r«#  ftx^f^fvrimt/'  presented  to 
the  College  «  Platonis  Opera"  and  "  Sebastian  Munster's  Hebrew 
Bible." 

A  list  of  books  to  the  nuinbcr  of  60  or  70  volumes  is  preceded  by 
this  note :  '*  Libros  hoscc  sequentcs  ipsa  vetustate  notabiles  CoUegio 


NOTES.  445 

Glasgu^  testamento  legavit  reverendua  senex  M.  Johannes  Hueaonus 
Sccleaic  Cambualangenais  pastor  anno  1619." 
'    The  list  of  books  presented  to  this  College  bj  Buchanan  may  be 
seen  in  Irying*s  Memoirs  of  Buchanan,  Append.  No.  8.  2d  edit. 

Note  S.  p.  111. 

Jerom  on  episcopady. — Nothing  has  proved  more  puzzling  to  the 
jvre  divino  prelatists,  who  feel  a  great  veneration  for  the  fathers,  than 
the  sentiments  which  St.  Jerom  has  expressed,  in  varioua  parts  of  his 
writings,  concerning  the  origin  of  episcopacy.  A  very  curious  in- 
stance of  this  occurs  in  Hooker's  Ecclesiastical  Polify.  That  learned 
and  masterly  writer  enters  into  an  elaborate  reply  to  the  objections 
which  the  presbyterians  have  raised  from  Jeromes  assertion,  that  the 
superiority  of  bishops  to  presbyters  arose  from  custom  rather  than 
divine  institution.  In  the  middle  of  this  reply  the  following  singular 
sentence  occurs :  ''  This  answer  to  Saint  Jerom  seemeth  dangerous,  I 
have  qyalified  it  as  I  may,  by  addition  of  some  words  of  restraint ;  yet 
I  satisfie  not  myself,  in  my  Judgment  it  would  be  altered,*'  (Ecclesi- 
astical Polity,  book  vii.  sect.  v.  p.  11.  Lond.  1661.)  It  will  be  oblig- 
ing if  some  of  the  admirers  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Polity  will  examine 
this  passage,  and  furnish  a  key  to  its  meaning,  and  to  the  design  with 
which  it  was  introduced.  In  the  mean  time  they  are  welcome  to  any 
assistance  which  they  can  derive  from  the  following  explieatlon.  It 
is  known  that  the  last  three  books  (including  the  seventh)  of  the  Po- 
lity were  not  published  during  the  life-time  of  the  author.  In  look- 
ing over  his  manuscript,  what  he  had  written  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject appeared  to  Hooker  dangerous :  he  retouched  it  and  qualified  his 
expressions,  but  still  his  answer  satisfied  not  himself;  it  required  yet 
to  be  altered :  and  to  keep  this  in  mind  he  made  a  jotting  of  it  on  the 
margin.  The  manuscript  coming  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Gauden, 
bishop  of  Exeter,  he  introduced  the  marginal  note  into  the  text  and 
published  both  together.  We  may  easily  conceive  how  "  the  judicious 
Hooker**  would  have  felt  at  seeing  his  acknowledgment  of  his  per- 
plexity in  answering  this  objection  thus  Ignorantly  and  rudely  expos-- 
^  to  the  public  eye.  Yet  the  blunder  has  been  retained  in  all  the 
editions  which  I  have  seen,  from  that  of  1661  down  to  that  which 
was  lately  printed  at  Oxford !  The  Ecclesiastical  Polity  is  one  of  the 
books  on  which  candidates  for  holy  orders  are  examined ;  but  this 
does  not  necessarily  imply  that  either  they  or  their  examinators  have 
made  themselves  masters  of  its  meaning  and  contents. 
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Dr.  Grtnden^  in  bis  gtsoonading  style^  boists  of  the  terYioe  wbidi 
lie  has  performed  for  the  Church  of  England^  and  the  confusion  with 
which  he  has  covered  her  enemies^  b?  publishing  the  pocthumoas 
books.  '*  After  this  Phoenix  of  learning  and  graoe^  of  prudence  and 
eloquence^  had  collected  this  fair  pile  of  his  Ecclesiastical  Politj — 
himself  perished  amidst  his  great  undertakings :"  And  ''  his  antago- 
nists, finding  themselves— sorely  wounded — by  this  great  archer  in 
hb  five  first  books — recdved  some  comfort  in  this  that  they  escaped 
tile  shot  of  his  last  three — and  found,  as  it  is  by  some  imagihed,  aome 
irtifice  so  long  to  smother  and  conceal  them  from  the  pubCque.** 
(Gauden*s  Life  of  Hooker,  p.  83.)  But  honest  Isaac  Walton  tdb  a 
more  tragic  tale.  After  Hooker's  death,  two  puritan  ministers,  bav- 
hig  obtained  admission  into  his  study,  ''  burnt  and  tore*'  many  of  his 
writings ;  and  his  wife  having  confessed  this  to  archbishop  Whitgift, 
"  she  was  found  next  morning  dead  in  her  bed."  Walton  goes  on  to 
t^  a  number  of  other  stories,  the  design  of  which  is  to  shew  thst 
tile  posthumous  Works  were  altered.  (Walton's  Lives,  by  Zouch, 
1^.  9i8— ^263.)  He  does  not  however  refer  to  the  passage  under 
eonnderation,  but  to  those  places  in  which  sentiments  concerning  po- 
litical liberty  too  liberal  for  High  Church  are  advanced.  (EocL  PoL 
B.  viii.  pp.  191 — 195.)  With  respect  to  these,  it  may  be  remarked, 
that  expressions  of  the  very  same  import  occur  in  that  part  of  the 
work  which  was  published  by  Hooker  himself.  (lb.  B.  i.  pp.  19,  91. 
edit,  ut  sup.)  "  The  seventh  book  (says  Dr.  Gauden)  by  comparing 
the  writing  of  it  with  Other  indisputable  papdrs,  or  known  manuscripts 
of  Mr.  Hooker's,  is  undoubtedly  his  own  hand  throughout.''  (Life  of 
Hooker,  p.  96.) 

Note  T.  p.  152. 

Of  Sezd^s  treatise  De  trijpiici  Episcopatu. — I  have  not  seen  the  ori- 
ginal work,  but  have  now  before  me  a  copy  of  a  translation  of  it  into 
English.  It  is  entitled,  "  The  Jvdgement  of  a  most  Reverend  and 
Learned  Man  from  beyond  the  Seas,  concerning  a  threefold  order  of 
Bishops,  with  a  Declaration  of  certaine  other  waigtie  points,  concern- 
ing the  Discipline  and  Government  of  the  Church.**  C  in  eights. 
The  running  title  is  "  The  Jvdgement  of  a  Learned  man«'*  Strype 
says,  it  was  printed  in  the  year  1580,  and  John  Field  was  supposed 
t6  be  the  translator.  (Annals,  iL  629.)  It  contains  the  questioiis 
transmitted  by  Lord  Glamis,  the  Chancellor  of  Scotland,  which  are 
six  in  number,  and  appear  to  be  printed  at  full  length.  The  aeeond, 
which  relates  to  Councils,  states  the  oljections  whidi  some  urged 
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iflBiiMt  them,  and  which  went  to  prevent  entirely  the  ludding  of  ee^ 
denastical  assemblies,  unless  when  called  for  special  purposes  by  the 
prince. 

Note  U.  p.  15T, 

Scottish  press  and  edition  of  the  Bible. — ^The  following  is  one  of  the 
articles  in  a  petition  which  the  Assembly  presented  to  the  Regent  in 
the  monA  of  Auguft,  1574.  "  Item  It  is  understand  to  the  Generall 
Assembly  be  credible  report  of  certain  learned  men  lately  arrived 
within  this  countrey  that  a  french  printer  of  the  best  renowned  this 
day,  nixt  Henricus  Stephanus,  being  banished  with  his  wife  &  family 
horn  his  countrey,  hath  offered  unto  them  to  come  in  Scotland  8c  to 
bring  with  him  three  thousand  franks  worth  of  books,  and  to  print 
whatever  he  should  be  commanded,  in  so  much  that  there  should  not 
be  a  book  printed  in  French  or  Almain,  but  once  in  the  year  it  should 
be  gotten  of  him  If  he  might  have  sure  provision  of  a  yearly  pensi<m 
of  three  hundreth  merks,  which  indeed  is  ane  offer  so  comfortable  to 
the  countrey  &  kirk  that  it  ought  not  to  be  oversea  That  his  G.  will 
consider  the  same  offer  and  take  order  therewith."  (Cald.  MS.  ad 
an.  1574.) 

I  know  no  printer  to  whom  this  description  agrees  so  well  as  An^ 
dreas  Weehelius*  He  was  the  son  of  Christianus  Wechelius,  a  cele- 
brated Parisian  printer ;  and  having  embraced  the  reformed  opinionsi, 
escaped  the  Bartholomew  massacre  under  the  protection  of  Hubert 
Languet,  the  ambassador  of  the  court  of  Saxony.  Wechelius  quitted 
France  in  1573,  and  established  himself  at  Frankfort,  where  many 
valuable  editions  of  the  classics,  corrected  by  the  learned  Sylburgius^ 
proceeded  from  his  press.  (Peignot,  Diet.  Raison.  de  Bibliographie, 
tom.  ii.  3i2 — 3.)  It  is  probable  that  Melville,  on  his  return  from 
Geneva,  had  an  interview  with  him,  and  brought  home  the  informal 
tion  of  his  willingness  to  settle  in  Scotland. 

Among  the  "  Articles  proponit  to  lus  Mati«  tnd  oounsal*'  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  July,  1580,  is  the  follow- 
ing. "  9.  Because  y'  is  great  necessitie  of  a  printer  within  this  coun- 
trey and  y'  is  a  stranger  banischit  for  religion  calllt  Vautrolier  yt 
oflfers  to  imploy  his  labour  in  y«  said  vocation  for  y«  weill  of  y^  coun^ 
trey  It  will  please  your  G.  &  counsell  to  take  ordour  heirin  as  your 
G.  thinks  meit  and  to  give  licence  &  privilege  to  him  for  y  ^  effect  if  it 
salbe  thocht  expedient  be  your  G.  &  counsell."  (Buik  of  Univ.  Kirk, 
p.  98.) 

**  Robert  Lekprevik  Imprentar  in  Ed'"  obtained,  on  the  11th  of 
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January,  1567^  the  exdoiive  privily,  for  twenty  years,  of  printiiig 
all  books  in  Latin  or  English,  necessary  '^  for  the  weill  and  oommo- 
dltie  of  the  lieges  of  this  realme  and  als  all  sic  thingis  as  tend  to  ye 
glorie  of  God."  This  was  renewed  on  the  11th  of  Not.  1570,  with 
the  specification  of  "  the  buke  caUit  donatus  pro  pneris,  Rudimentis 
of  Pelisso,  The  actis  of  parl^  maid  or  to  be  nutid.  The  croniele  of  this 
realme.  The  buke  callit  r^;ia  m^jestas.  The  psalmes  of  Dauid  with 
the  Inglls  and  Latine  catcfchismes  les  &  mair.  The  buke  callit  tha 
Omeleis  for  readaris  in  kirkis,  Togidder  with  ye  grammer  callit  y* 
generall  grammer  to  be  vsit  within  the  sculis  of  ye  realme  for  emdi- 
tioun  of  ye  youth.**  (Reg.  of  Privy  Seal,  vol.  xxxvil.  foL  27.  voL  xxxix. 
fol.  34.)  He  also  obtained  a  licence  for  twenty  years,  to  print  **  all  and 
haill  ane  buke  callit  y«  Inglis  bybill  imprented  of  before  at  Geneva.** 
(Reg.  of  Privy  Seal,  April  14,  X568.) 

The  first  edition  of  the  English  Bible  printed  in  Scotland  came 
from  the  press  of  Bassanden  and  Arbuthnot,  in  folio.    In  the  month 
of  March,  1575,  articles  of  agreement  were  given  in  to  the  Generd 
Assembly,  and  approved  by  them,  bearing :   "  Imprimis,  Anent  the 
godly  proposition  made  to  the  Bishops,  Superintendents,  Visitors  and 
commissioners  in  this  general  assembly,  by  Alexander  Arbuthnqt, 
merchant  burges  of  Edinburgh  and  Thomas  Bassenden  printer  and 
burges  of  the  said  burgh  for  printing  and  setting  forth  of  the  BiUe 
in  the  English  tounge,  conform  to  the  proof  given  and  subscribed  with 
their  hands,  its  agreed  betwixt  this  present  assembly  and  the  said 
Alexander  and  Thomas  that  every  Bible  which  they  shall  receive  ad- 
vancement for  shall  be  sold  in  Albis  fo'  4  pound  13  shill :  4  pennies, 
keeping  the  volume  and  character  of  the  saids  proofs  delivered  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Assembly." — "  Item  the  kirk  hath  promised  to  deliver 
the  authoretick  copy  which  they  shall  follow  unto  them  betwixt  and 
the  last  of  Aprile."    Certain  persons  were  appointed  to  oversee  the 
copy,  but  they  merely  corrected  such  errors  of  the  press  aa  had  crept, 
into  former  editions,  and  adhered  to  the  translation  which  had  been 
made  and  first  printed  at  Geneva.    '*  Mr.  George  Young,  servant  to 
ray  Lord  Abbot  of  Dunfermline,"  corrected  the  proof-sheets.   Robert 
Pont  composed  the  Kalendar.  (Wodrow*^  Life  of  Smeton,  pp.  5—8.) 
The  New  Testament  was  printed  first,  and  bears  on  the  tide-page: 
"  At  Edlnbvrgh  Printed  by  Thomas  Bassandyne,  m.  n.  lxzvi.  Cvm 
Privilegio."     Bassanden  died  before  the  completion  of  the  work ; 
and  the  title  prefixed  to  the  Old  Testament  is  *'  The  Bible  and  Holy 
Scriptures  contained  in  the  Olde  and  Newe  Testament — ^Printed  in 
Edinbrvgh  Be  Alexander  Arbuthnet,  Printer  to  the  Kingis 
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dwelling  tt  y«  kirk  of  feild.    1579.    Cvin  Gratia  et  Privilegio  Regie 
Maiestatis." 

The  Dedication  to  the  young  king  is  dated  "  From  Edinburgh  in 
our  general  assemblie  the  tent  day,  of  Julie  1579.— now  quhfi  as  being 
cduenit  in  our  generall  assemblies  this  holy  boke  of  God  callit  the 
Bible,  newly  imprentit>  was  brocht  before  vs  be  the  prenter  thereof 
Alexander  Arbuthnot  (a  man  quha  hes  taken  great  paines  and  trau- 
siles  worthie  to  be  remembred  in  this  behalfe)  and  desyrit  to  be  de- 
dicat  to  lour  Hienes  with  a  conuenient  preface  in  our  common  Scottit 
lai^;uage,  we  cold  not  omit  nor  neglect  the  occasion  offrit  to  do  the 
same. — O  quhat  difference  may  be  sene  betwene  thir  dales  of  light, 
quhen  almaist  in  euerie  priuat  house  the  buike  of  Gods  lawe  is  red  and 
vnderstand  in  oure  vulgaire  language,  and  that  age  of  darkness  quhen 
skarslie  in  ane  haill  citie  (without  the  Clostres  of  the  n&onkes  and 
freyres)  culde  the  buke  of  God  anes  be  founde,  and  that  in  ane  strange 
tongue  of  latine  not  gud  but  mixed  with  barbaritie,  used  and  red  be 
fewe,  and  almaist  vnderstand  or  exponit  be  nane.  And  quhen  the 
lUse  namit  clergie  of  this  Realme,  abusing  the  gentle  nature  of  zour 
Hienes  maist  noble  Gudshir  of  worthie  memorie  made  it  an  oappital 
crime  to  be  punishit  with  the  fyre  to  haue  or  rede  the  new  testament 
in  Che  vulgare  language,  zea  and  to  make  them  to  al  men  mare  odius, 
as  gif  it  had  bene  the  detestable  name  of  a  pernicious  secte,  they  were 
named  new  testamentares.*' 

In  the  year  1579  it  was  ordained,  by  act  of  parliament,  that  every 
gentleman  house^iolder  worth  three  hundred  merks  of  yearly  ren^ 
and' every  yeoman  and  burgess  worth  five  hundred  pounds,  should 
**  have  a  bible  and  psalm  buke  in  vulgar  language  in  thair  hous  for 
the  better  instruction  of  thame  selffis  and  yair  familijs  in  the  knaw- 
Iddge  of  God,'*  under  the  pain  of  ten  pounds.  (Act.  Pari.  Scot.  iii. 
139.)  Jun.  16,  1580,  his  M^esty  appointed  '' Johne  Williamson 
burges  of  £d' — ^his  general  sercheour  throuchout  ye  haill  boundis  of 
this  his  hienes  realme  to 'that  eflfect,"  giving  him  powier  to  visit  the 
houses  of  such  as  are  described  in  the  act  of  parliament  **  and  to  re- 
quyre  the  sicht  of  thair  bybill  and  psalme  bulk  gif  thai  ony  haue  to 
be  markit  with  thair  awin  name  of  the  said  John  or  his  deputtis  hand 
wryte  for  eschewing  of  fraudfull  and  deceavabill  dealing  in  that  be- 
half," and  if  they  have  none  to  exact  the  penalty.  (Record  of  Privy 
Seal,  voL  xlvi.  fol.  129.) 

The  designation  of  '^  merchant  burges  of  Edinburgh,"  given  to 
Alexander  Arbuthnot,  in  the  Articles  for  printing  the  Bible,  shews 
that  he  was  a  ilifTerent  person  from  the  principal  of  King's  Colle^, 
VOL.  I.  2  G 
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Aberdeen.  If  any  other  proof  of  this  were  neoenuy,  it  mi^  be 
added^  that  Alexander  Arbuthnot  printed  the  Acts  of  the  Parliament 
held  in  1584^  whereas  the  Principal  died  in  the  preceding  year. 
(Corop.  Inquis.  Retom.  £din.  num.  39.) 

Note  V.  p.  173. 

Iksigns  afui  comluct  of  Letmox.^H^Ymg  deacnheii  hia  oompanioii 
Monbemean^  "  a  subtill  spreit,  a  mirrie  fellow^  able  in  bodie,  and 
maist  meit  in  all  respects  for  bewitchii^  of  the  yonthe  of  a  prine^' 
James  Melville  adds^  "  Mr.  Nicol  Dalgles  tauld  me  y^  thia  Monbir- 
neaus  mother  was  a  verie  godlie  Lady  and  schew  grait  comteaoe  to 
them  in  franco  at  Barge  in  Berie,  and  wamit  them  of  M.  Obignies 
sending  in  Scotland^  Wherevpon  he  maid  adoertisment  to  the  Muust- 
of  £din'."  (Diary,  p.  59.)  Sir  Robert  Bowes,  in  a  letter  to  Loid 
Burleigh,  (Edinburgh,  Oct.  6,  1580,)  says :  "  Sondry  of  the  minis- 
ters chosen  by  the  Synodall  assembly  holden  heare  on  Tuesday  last, 
were  sent  to  the  kynge  to  make  peticdn  for  reformation  in  sondry 
causes,  who  for  the  first  accusynge  monbumeaw  of  papiatrey  and 
other  manifest  and  odiouse  crymes,  prayed  that  he  might  be  ramo? ed 
firom  the  k.  chamber  and  presence,  or  els  to  be  reformed.  Whero- 
in  the  k.  alledged  he  was  a  stranger,  and  that  they  had  no  lawe 
to  oompell  hym  And  after  longe  arguments  and  shewe  of  disoontentme^ 
he  sayd  that  order  should  be  taken  therein.  It  is  likely  that  after  die 
end  of  this  convention  and  sight  of  the  satlynge  of  Lenoox  state  in 
this  Realme,  and  wt  her  matie  Monbumeaw  shall  dep^  into  ffiraonee 
to  the  efiects  remembred.  And  surely  in  case  he  shall  abyde  here, 
and  in  his  accustomed  lyfe  and  dealynges  he  will  fynde  some  shaipe 
measure  o£Pered  at  lengUi.*'    (Cotton  MSS.  Calig.  C.  yi.  71.) 

The  project  of  associating  Queen  Mary  in  the  govemmait  with  Ae 
King  was  forwarded  by  Lennox.  Sir  George  Douglas  acknowle^ed 
that  he  was  sent  to  France  to  signify  the  King's  consent  to  it.  (Life 
of  John  Durie,  p.  18.  Wodrow  MSS.  voL  i,  BibL  Col.  Gki^.)  The 
following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Scotland  (by  a  friend  and  secret 
agent  of  the  Hamiltons,  if  I  may  judge  frmn  presnmptiye  evidenee) 
containa  some  curious  information  on  thia  8ul]ject  "  The  leason 
therof  is  a  dealying  betwixt  the  king  &  the  Queen  that  there  may  bee 
an  association  in  all  negotiations  w<^  have  [[has]]  been  in  handlyng  of  a 
long  tyme.  The  Kyng  in  the  beginning  skayred  herew^  and  oooU 
not  like  well  of  it :  notwithstanding  he  continewed  in  rendrying  good 
answeare  vnto  the  Queen  wherein  ^e  insisted  and  abowt  the  first  of 
Apryll  and  the  first  of  Maye  hir  writynges  come  to  the  kyng  reaohite- 
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ty  to  bcae  the  kjnges  anBweare  if  be  would  agree  to  the  association 
or  not  fbrinreasonthereofshee  would  not  be  longer  debyed.  The 
kittges  arisweare  is  that  he  liketh  well  of  the  association  and  will 
hon<>r  hir  in  that  and  in  all  other :  and  hathe  desyred  her  to  fonne  the 
association  and  send  it  back  wherein  yf  there  be  only  conteined  the 
dealynge  w^^^  forayne  princes  and  nothing  to  preiudice  him  in  his  go- 
Temment  it  shall  be  grannted  vnto.  This  answeare  appearethe  rather 
giTen  Qppon  feare  than  for  love,  albeit  divers  spie  owt  this  dealynge^ 
yet  there  is  none  privie  vnto  it  except  the  duke  and  Arraine.  The 
duke  is  very  bent  and  nieaneth  truly  to  further  the  same.  Arraine 
agreeth  with  the  Duke  in  it  but  it  appearethe  that  he  dealeth  indi- 
rectly  to  staye  the  same,  ffbr  there  is  no  appearance  that  arraine  can 
lyke  well  of  it :  and  yet  it  is  supposed  the  association  shall  take  ef- 
fect for  the  Queens  wrytings  beare  so  that  the  kyng  looketh  for 
worse  in  ease  he  yeald  not  unto  the  association."  (Cotton  MSS.  Calig* 
B.  iv.  S5.)  This  letter  has  no  date,  but  it  mentions  that  **  there  it 
lately  come  owt  of  fiVance  some  horse  and  hamesse  to  the  kyng ;" 
and  this  present  arrived  at  Leith  on  the  9th  of  May,  15812.  (lb.  Calig. 
C.)vii.  8.)  The  sanguine  hopes  with  which  the  project  inspired  the  pa« 
pists  appear  from  a  letter  by  P.  A.  G.  H.  at  Edinburgh,  to  James 
Tiny,  a  Jesuit  at  Paris,  1«.  Juny  1582.    (Calig.  C.  vii.  14.) 

There  are  many  proofs  that  Lennox  did  not  bear  his  honours  with 
meekness,  and  that  his  morals  were  very  offensive  to  the  nation ;  al« 
though  the  shameless  profligacy  of  Arran  attracted  greater  notice  and 
indignation.  Patrick  Galloway,  minister  of  Perth,  gives  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the  Duke's  behaviour  in  the  church,  when  the  preacfai^ 
er  blamed  the  court  for  supporting  Montgomery  bishop  of  Glasgow. 
"  When  I  did  speak  against  the  same,  he  did  plainly  minace  me,  and 
called  me  pultron,  villain,  mischant,  with  many  other  injurious 
words,  and  threatened  to  run  me  through  with  a  rappalr,  till  his  Ma«' 
jesty  himself  was  compelled  to  lay  his  hand  upon  his  month  and  stay 
the  Dukes  fury  and  malicious  language  heard  of  all  that  stood  in  bi^ 
Highness  seat,  and  uttered  publicly  before  the  people.  After  the  ser- 
mon was  ended,  at  the  Dukes  passing  out  of  the  kirk  door,  in  plain 
language,  laying  his  hand  upon  his  sword,  boasted  he  would  have 
my  lifb,  and  used  diverse  contumelious  and  reproachfW  words  of 
malice  and  deiqpite."  (Apology  of  Mr.  Patrick  Galloway  for  his  flight, 
MSS.  Bibl.  Fac.  Jurid.  Edin.  M.  6.  9.)  A  paper  entitled  **  Notea 
proving  that  the  Duke  of  Lennox  and  Ajran  sought  of  old  the  wraet 
of  Religion,  the  king,  and  commonwealth,"  contains  the  following 
particulars,  among  a  multiplicity  of  others.    "  His  (D*Aubigney's) 
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convoy  to  the  ship  by  the  Duke  of  Guise,  confederat  of  the  CoUmM 
of  Trent,  his  own  letter  to  Glasgow  and  Glasgows  letters  to  the  Pope 
and  Spain,  the  warnings  from  foraigne  Churches  and  Chrittiaii 
Princes,  Mr.  Randolph  from  England,  William  Melvil  from  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  the  King  of  NaTarre  by  Weems  and  Bothw^, 
with  experience,  proveth  these  things.  Alexander  Seton  in  his  let- 
ter confesseth  that  in  his  course  so  much  was  gained  that  his  Ma. 
mind  was  alienated  from  the  ministers." — "  The  companie  brought 
with  him  were  papists  by  profession,  and  indeed  atheists,  obstiaate 
enemies  to  the  kings  Crown  and  amitie,  and  were  entertaiaed  with 
him  almost  to  his  departure :  Montbirneau,  Keir,  Schaw,  Charles 
Geddes,"  Kilsyth,  &c. — "  The  Duke  in  his  own  person  fretted  and 
was  enraged  that  he  could  not  be  avenged  on  the  ministers  who  wooM 
not  beare  with  his  Hypocrisie  and  adultcrouse  life,  wherewith  the  land 
was  polluted.  He  intended  to  put  hand  on  John  Durie  at  Dalkeith,  la 
a  French  passion  he  rent  his  beard,  and  thinking  to  btrike  the  horde 
strake  himself  in  the  theigh,  crying.  The  Devil  for  Jo.  Dune,  which  Mun- 
brineo  learned  for  the  first  Lessoun  in  the  Scottish  language." — "  The 
D.  said  to  the  K.  he  sould  hang  the  L.  Yester  over  his  awin  balk  for 
refusing  his  chaine  which  he  wald  half  gevin  to  Sen'  paul." — ^'  He 
plucked  imperiouslie  Lindsay  by  the  cloke  from  his  Ma.  in  Dalkeith.** 
— ''  After  their  familiar  access  to  court,  his  Ma.  chest  ears  were  iVe- 
quentlie  abused  with  unknown  Italian  and  fVench  formes  of  oaths. 
The  maistresse  of  all  bawdrie  and  villanie,  then  lady  Marche,  in- 
fected the  air  in  his  H.  audience. — By  justice  courts  the  poor  cf  the 
countrie,  without  diflference  of  the  guiltie  from  the  innocent>  wete 
sold  and  ransomed  at  hundreth  pounds  the  score.  That  monster  of 
nature  called  Countess  of  Arran  controlled  (the  Judges)  at  her  plea- 
sure,— and  caused  sindrie  to  be  hanged  that  wanted  their  composi- 
tions, saying,  what  had  they  been  doing  all  their  dayes  that  had  not 
so  much  as  ^Ye  punds  to  buy  them  from  the  gallows.*'  (MSS.  BiW. 
Jurid.  £din.  M.  6.  B.) 

Note  W.  p.  189. 

Smeton  and  Arbutknot  called  to  St,  Andrews, — James  Mdvilleme»- 
tions  the  design  of  obteining  Smeton  to  be  minister  at  St.  Andrews, 
and  the  anxiety  of  his  uncle  to  have  it  accomplished.  (Diary,  p.  9S.) 
This  is  referred  to  in  the  following  minute  of  the  General  AssemUy, 
April,  1583.  ''  Sess.  8.  Captain  Montgomery  by  the  King*8  Majesty  to 
the  whole  Assembly,  required  them  in  his  Highnes  name,  seeing  his 
Majesty  is  patrone  and  erector  of  the  Colledge  of  Glasgow  wherethivw 
he  hath  a  care  of  the  entertainment  and  standing  of  the  same,  that  the 
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Aflieaibly  medle  not  with  the  removing  any  of  the  members  thereof, 
and  especially  of  the  principalL"    (Cald.) 

The  steps  taken  by  the  kirk  session  of  St.  Andrews  to  obtain  Ar- 
buthnot,  are  recorded  in  the  following  minutes,  which  contain  the 
only  letter  of  that  excellent  man  that  1  have  met  with. 

'^  Die  septimo  mensis  Augusti  ^no  octuagesimo  tertio. 

The  q^  day  M  Dauid  russell  at  request  of  y^  sessioun  offers  him 
self  willing  &  reddy  to  ryd  to  aburdein  on  his  awin  expenss  for  M 
alex  arbuthneth  minister  and  to  bring  ane  direct  ans''  fra  y«  said  M 
Alex  in  wreit  quhidder  he  will  cum  or  no^  wt  yis  conditioun  y^  y® 
said  M  Dauid  be  no^  burdenit  to  ryde  y^'  next  tyme  for  y^  said  M 
Alex  in  cais  he  condescend  to  cum>  The  session  thinks  gude  yis  offer 
be  intimit  to  pro  vest  bailzes  &  counsall. 

Die  mercurii  vigesimo  octavo  Augusti  &no  Ixxxiii. 

'  The  qf^  day  comperit  M  Dauid  Russell  bailze  quha  being  send 
from  the  counsall  of  town  &  sessioun  to  aburdein  to  M  Alex  Arbuth- 
neth m'  principall  of  y^  college  of  Aburdein^  to  desyr  him  to  address 
him  self  to  yis  citie  to  be  ordinar  pasto'  of  S^  And*  conforme  to  y^ 
generall  ordinance  of  y^  generall  assemble,  and  y«  said  M  Alex*  pro- 
mis  maid  to  y*  town  to  y'  effect  and  for  y^  said  M  Alex*  ans*^  y^to  The 
said  M  I>auid  for  diligence  producit  y®  said  M  Alex"  ans'  in  wreit 
jdil^ect  to  yc  sessioun  q^  of  y®  tenor  folio  wis : 

The  comfort  of  y^  holie  Spreit  for  salutations*  Belouit  in  y«  Lord, 
cfter  my  maist  hartly  commendations,  pleis  I  resauit  zo'  letter  re- 
questing me  to  addres  my  self  to  y«  charge  in  S^  And*  according  to 
j9  ordinance  of  y®  last  assemblie  q^^  trewlie  I  wald  maist  glaidlie 
obey  if  I  wer  vtherwayis  fre,  and  of  hones  tie  and  conscience  my^  weill 
leif  yis  towne,  lykeas  y«  beraris  of  y'  1'  my  lord  of  mrche  his  seruitor, 
and  M  Dauid  Russell  hes  omittit  na  diligence  to  do  y'  charge,  nor  na 
persuasions  to  move  me  to  y^  same  effect ;  hot  as  1  haif  writtin  baith 
to  my  lord,  and  y^  town  of  treuth  y'^  be  presentlie  sic  stoppis  &  im- 
pediments of  ray  transporting,  and  just  causis  to  retein  me  heir,  and 
chieflie  no  sufficient  provision  maid  for  yis  vniversite  y^  nather  pre- 
sentlie can  I  addres  me  to  remove  nor  zit  can  I  see  how  y^  same  may 
be  hasteUie  done  wk>ut  great  inconvenieutis  to  yis  cuintrie  in  generall 
9nd  to  me  in  particular,  q^  I  dowt  no^  y^  assemblie  hauing  deebplie 
ponsidderit  al  things  will  ressonablie  regard  as  zo'  W,  also  will  pa« 
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cientlie  receve  for  my  present  excuis.  referring  forder  to  my  writing 
send  to  my  lord  erle  of  marche^  &  y*  town  of  St  And*  for  I  con- 
stantlie  affirm  y^  if  I  may  be  free  y'  is  na  companie  among  qubome  I 
wald  mair  glaidlie  trauell  nor  amang  lou.  as  he  knawis  quho  jagis  y* 
secretis  of  hartis  to  quheis  almy  tie  protectioon  I  maist  hartlie  conmiit 
lou.  from  our  college  ye  xii  of  august  yo'  bruther  to  be  oonmiandit 
in  ye  Lord 

M  Arbathnet 
And  forder  y«  said  M  Dauid  dedarit  y^  at  y«  said  M  Alex"  desyre, 
lie  hes  purchest  o'  soveraine  lords  charge  direct  to  y®  said  M  Alex 
to  charge  him  to  adres  himself  heir  w^  all  diligence  q^  charge  is  di- 
rect to  him  als  w^  Walter  Todrig  messinger^  and  jris  day  aacht  dayis 
wt  goddis  grace  he  sal  schaw  y^  said  charge  &  execution  y'of,  w<  y* 
said  M  Alex"  mynd  &  ans^  yin."  (Record  of  the  Kirk  Session  of  St 
Andrews.) 

The  General  Assembly  which  met  at  Glasgow  in  Aprils  1581^  hsd 
appointed  Arbuthnot  to  be  minister  of  New  Aberdeen.  *'  Maxster 
Alex'  Arbuthnot  transportit  to  ye  ministrie  of  Abd^^  and  ordanit  to 
demitt  y®  principalitie  of  the  CoUedge  in  favours  of  Mr.  NiooU  Dal« 
gleisch."  (Buik  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  10»,  b.) 

Note  X.  p.  198. 

Melville  s  TriaL — The  following  is  the  testimonial  given  him  by 
the  university. 

Seeing  that  the  winderful  providence  of  God  has  from  all  etcnt^ 
ordeaned,  and  the  Scriptures  plainly  fbrwamed,  that  of  ncoeMty 
sdanders  should  arise^  to  the  effect  that  his  oun  Elect  should  be  tryed, 
and  our  master  Christ,  of  this  point  in  specially  hath  made  his  Faith- 
full  servants  forseen,  that  they  should  be  drauen  Before  die  Tribunsll 
seats  of  princes,  and  calumniously  delated ;  as  also  the  Experience  of 
all  Ages,  from  time  to  time  till  our  dayes,  has  scaled  this  as  an  un- 
doubted Truth :  we  tho^  it  nothing  strange  to  hear  our  brother  Mr. 
Androu  Melvil  provest  of  the  New  CoUedge,  calumniously  traduced 
to  your  Majesty  and  H.  Council,  as  a  seditious  sulject,  tending  be 
his  doctrine,  to  call  your  croun  in  question,  and  to  steal  the  hearts  of 
your  M.  subjects  from  your  obedience,  and  to  that  eflfect  charged  this 
day,  as  we  are  credibly  informed  ;  yet,  notwithstanding,  being  bound 
and  obliged  of  y^  Christian  duety,  whereby  we  ought  to  glorifie  God, 
In  giveing  faithfull  Testimony  to  his  Truth ;  and  of  that  debtlull 
obedience,  wherby  every  one  of  us  is  bound  to  your  H.  in  particular. 
We  Rectox,  Deans  of  Faculties,  professors.  Regents,  and  aiastefs, 
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within  the  univerGlity  of  t3aiiict  Andrewes^  conveened  together  in  the 
fetr  of  God^  after  calling  upon  his  name^  have  thought  it  meet,  to 
aend  ftirth  this  our  testimony,  he  our  commissioners  Appointed  for 
that  efiect  Mr.  Robert  Bruce,  Mr.  Robert  Wilkie  *,  to  your  M.  and 
H.  council,  wherby  we  will  moat  Humbly  crave,  that  your  M.  &  H. 
council  be  fully  perswaded  and  out  of  doubt.  That  whatsomever  is  laid 
to  our  Brothers  charge,  so  long  as  he  occupyed  the  chair  of  verity, 
and  place  in  schools  within  this  city,  as  it  is  False  and  Fained  of  it 
self,  so  it  is  only  Forged  of  the  Devil  and  his  instruments,  to  bring 
the  Faithful  servants  of  God  in  Contempt  and  Hatred  of  their  su- 
preme Magistrat,  q^^  God  forbid.  For  as  we  wer  continual  and  dili- 
gent Auditors  of  his  Doctrine ;  so  we  bear  him  faithful  record  in 
God,  and  in  conscience,  that  we  heard  nothing  out  of  his  mouth, 
neither  in  doctrine  nor  application,  which  tended  not  directly  to  the 
Glory  of  God,  to  the  establishment  of  your  M.  croun,  and  to  every 
one  of  our  particular  comforts  and  edification.  And  whensoever  the 
occasion  offered  it  self  in  special,  to  speak  of  your  M.  In  God  and 
in  conscience  as  we  have  said,  we  heard  him  never  but  in  Great  Zeal, 
and  Earnest  Prayer  recommend  your  M.  estate,  into  his  protection  ; 
exorting  always  aU  manner  of  subjects,  to  acknowledge  their  obedience 
to  y*  meanest  magistrats,  your  H.  subjects ;  as  bearing  a  portion  of 
that  Image,  for  which  they  are  called  Gods  on  earth.  Therfor  we 
most  humbly,  in  all  Reverence,  wold  crave  of  your  M.  Sc  H.  Counsel, 
not  to  be  slandered  or  offended,  in  this  Incident ;  for  as  its  one  of 
the  proper  effects  of  the  word  of  God,  so  its  the  ordinary  way,  where- 
by God  brings  about  his  oun  work  to  the  Glory  of  his  oun  name,  to 
the  comfort  of  the  Godly,  and  to  the  closing  of  the  blasphemous 
mouths  of  the  supposts  of  Sathan,  who  are  not  ashamed  in  so  mani- 
fest a  light,  so  horribly  to  lye  upon  the  Servant  of  God.  and  for  veri- 
fication hereof  we  have  subscribed  thir  presents,  with  our  Hands, 
and  have  ordaned  our  seal  to  be  affixed  thereto.  At  Saint  Andrews 
the  8  day  of  February,  1584. 

Mr  James  Wilkie  Rector 

Mr  James  Martine  Dean  of  Faculty 

Mr  John  Robertson  Professor  of  Theology 


*  In  the  accompu  of  the  uoivenity  for  the  year  1583,  is  the  folbwing  aiti. 
cle  of  discharge  :  •*  It.  vL  lib.  dat  M.  Rob.  Wilkie  CommiMario  UnivUs  in 
causa  M.  AodresB  Melvio.** 
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Mr  James  Mel?il  Profeaaor  of  Theology 

Mr  WilliAm  WalUt  Profenor  of  the  Mathematickt 

Mr  Robert  Bruce  Mr  Ardiibald  Moncreif 

Mr  Thomas  Buchanan.  Mr  Walter  Aherqnunmie 

Mr  Robert  Inadio  Mr  David  ffiyth 

Mr  David  Monypennie  Mr  Maik  Ker 

Mr  Robert  Wilkie  Mr  6awin  Borthwidc 

Mr  William  Muthe  Mr  John 


Mr  William  Cranston  Mr  Andrew  Inglis 

Mr  James  Robertson  Mr  David 


Mr  John  Calddcuch  Mr  William  Muirey 

Mr  John  Malcomb  Mr  James  Aiton 

Bfr  And  Duncan  Mr  Hector  Monro 

Mr  David  Martine  Mr  James  Bennet 
Mr  John  Rutherfoord 

(Cald.  III.  pp.  S0^S06.  Wodrow  8  Life  of  Andrew  MdviOs^ 
M8S.  vol.  xiv.  Bibl.  Col.  Gksg.) 

Note  Y.  p.  203. 

Apud  Halienildhous  xviiio  fe^ 
Anno  etc.  Ixxx**)®, 
Sedemnt 

Colinus  ergadie  comes 
Jacobus  comes  do  arrane 
Dauid  comes  de  cranfurd 
Joannes  comes  de  Montrois 
Joannes  comes  de  mortoan 
Jacobus  comes  de  gloioaimo 
Jacobus  dP^  de  down 
Thirlstane 

Comendatarius  de  Culroe 
Caprintoun 
Cllcus  regrt 
Miurdocaimy 
Prior  de  blantyir 

Segy 

M'  of  requeistis. 
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Mr.  andro  Meiuiic   Forsamekle  t8  roaister  andro  mehiile  proveBt  of  y« 
A^t  to  wMd     „g^  coUedge  of  Sanctandrois  Being  callit  befoir  the 
kingia  maiestie  and  lordia  of  hia  secreit  counaale.  And  he  comperimd 
persoTialie  wes  inquirit  vpoun  certane  thingis  laid  to  hia  chaorge  apokin 
be  him  in  his  sermon  maid  in  y^  kirk  of  Sanctandrois  vpoun  the 
day  of  Januar  laat  bypaat,  offiensiue  and  sklanderoua  to  y*  kingia  ma« 
ieatie^  £ftir  sindrie  alledgeances  maid  be  y«  said  M'  andio  forde- 
clyning  of  y«  judgement  and  protestationis  tending  to  y*  same  .effect. 
At  last  being  inquirit  gif  a  minister  speiking  in  poilpett  that  q^ 
aalbe  alledgit  to  be  treaaoun  aucht  to  be  tryii  yaiifoir  befoir  y«  king 
in  y«  first  instance  or  not,  Ansuerit  yat  althot  y*  8pctch«  wer  alledgit 
to  be  treasoun  zit  y^  tryeU  in  y«  first  instance  aught  not  to  be  befoir 
y®  king  hot  befoir  y«  kirk,  Q>^upon  his  hienes  and  hia  aeeveit  oimnsale, 
ffindis  yat  his  hienea  and  not  y*  kirk  is  Judge  in  y«  firat  inatanoe  in 
caussis  of  trcssoun  q^uroeuir.  And  in  respect  of  y*  aaid  maister  androia 
proceidingis  and  behaveo'  sa  oft  declyning  hia  maiesteia  judgment 
And  Sua  refuialng  to  acknauledge  his  hienea  royall  eatait  and  axLc^^ 
As  alsua  to  obiect  aganis  y^  witnessia  aumond  for  the  tryell  of  y«  aaid 
mater,  Clamyng  to  y«  priuilcdge  of  certane  actis  of  parliament  and 
aecreit  counsale  concerning  y«  iurisdictioun  of  y«  kirk  Quhilkia  being 
producit  red  and  considerit  wer  fund  to  coutene  na  sic  priuiledge  nor 
libertie  grantit  to  y®  kirks  to  cognosce  in  materia  of  treaaoun  in  the 
first  instance  as  wes  alle'  be  him  Ansuering  alsua  maist  proudlie  ir- 
reuercntlie  and  contemptuoualie  that  y®  lawis  of  Grod  w^  y«  lawia  and 
jiractik  obseruit  within  yis  cuntrie  were  peruertit  and  not  obaeruit  in 
this  cais.  And  last  yat  he  had  spokin  all  yat  he  had  to  say  adherand 
to  his  former  protestationis  Hia  maiestie  w^  autse  of  y<»  saidis  lordia 
of  his  secreit  counsale  In  yir  respectia  declaria  y^  said  maister  andro 
to  be  worthie  to  be  comittit  to  ward  in  hia  hienes  caatell  of  blaknea 
and  forder  pvneist  in  hia  persoun  and  gudia  at  hia  hienea  will,  Thair- 
foir  ordanis  Lres  to  be  direct  to  y«  mas''  of  oonnaale  or  vther  officear 
of  armes  To  pas  and  in  his  hienes  Name  and  auc^«  Comand  and 
charge  y^  said  maister  andro  meluille.  To  paa  and  entir  his  persoun 
in  ward  w^in  y^  said  castell  of  blaknes,  Thairin  to  remane  vpoun  hia 
a  win  expensis  during  his  hienes  will  And  ay  and  quhill  he  be  fred  be 
his  maiestie  within  ten  houris  nixteftir  he  be  chargit  y'to  vnder  the 
pane  of  rebellioun  and  putting  of  him  to  y®  home,  and  gif  he  failse 
y^in  y^  saidis  ten  houris  being  bypast  to  denQce  him  his  maiesteia 
rebell  and  put  him  to  y^  home.  And  to  escheit  and  inbring  etc.   And 
that^ne  L**  be  direct  for  his  ressait  in  ward,  w*in  y^  said  castell. 
(Record  of  Privy  Council.) 
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NoTB  AA.  p.  868. 

Presentatioii  of  the  prindpalitie  of  y*  new  College,  of  S<  And. 
To  M'  Johne  Robertsoun. 

Ure  soverane  lord  ordanis  ane  lr£  to  be  made  Tnder  the  previe  aeall 
bering  y^  fbnamekle  as  his  mat^  being  sorelie  inf(nrmite  of  the  de- 
paSrth^  oat  of  the  reahne  of  Mr  Andro  Melyen  prindpall  of  j^  new 
Cf^leige  caliit  the  pedagoge  in  Sanctandrois  and  of  ane  number  of 
maisteris  &  regentis  yairof  quha  hes  passit  oat  of  this  realme  and  in 
ane  maner  laift  y*  said  CoUaige  voad  &  dissolat  of  all  laiming  doctiene 
and  instmctionn  to  y«  grite  preiudice  of  y«  schoillis  and  decay  of  gad 
IrCs  w^  this  realme  and  his  mat^  being  of  gad  mynd  and  disposi* 
lione  to  fortefle  mentene  &  adaance  y«  cars  of  laiming  incress  of  god 
letters  and  vertew  w^in  the  realme  and  spedallie  to  sie  y«  said  Col* 
laige  and  pedagoge  restorit  redintegrat  and  restablisit  in  godlie  fnej 
and  exerceiss  yairof  Thairfoir  and  for  y«  effect  foirsaid  his  mat^  hes 
w*  y«  aduyse  of  y«  lord  and  consall'  (^WcJ  Patrik  bischope  of  Sanct- 
androaz  qohois  predicessors  foundit  &  erectit  y^  said  CoUaige  to  place 
^pudefdt  &  laimit  men  to  be  masteris  yairin.     And  spedalie  Mr 
Johne  robertsoune  quhois  remanent  and  actuall  maister  of  auld  to  be 
•prindpall  Mr  yairof  to  nominat  present  and  admit  Bursaris  and  pur 
scoillars  yairin  to  talc  order  for  y^  rentis  fruttis  dewteis  profeittis  erno- 
Inmentis  of  the  said  Collaige  of  y«  crope  &  teir  of  God  1°^  v^  foarscoir 
ttnir  zeiris  And  sic  lyk  zeirlie  in  tyme  cuminge  And  to  appoint  sik 
personis  as  yai  pliss  for  y«  ingadering  and  inbringinge  of  the  saidis 
lentis  and  froitis  for  sastentatPne  of  the  saids  M"  r^ents  and  barsars 
for  instracting  of  y«  youtheheid  in  gude  literatare  and  sdence  and  to 
do  all  &  sundrie  thingis  y^  belongs  to  the  ry^  and  dew  administradone 
of  the  said  Collaige  firm  &  stabill  balding  q^umever  the  said  bischope 
shall  do  yairin  anent  the  premissis.   Ordaninge  the  lordis  of  o'  secrdt 
eonnseill  and  session  to  direct  Ires  of  homing  vpone  ane  supf*  chaiige 
of  ten  dayis  alanarlie  at  y«  instance  of  The  said  bischope  Mr  Johne 
robertsoune  and  sik  vders  as  saill  be  appointit  be  y*°^  for  y*  inbring- 
ing  of  y^  saidis  rentis  of  y^  crope  8c  zdr  of  God  foirsaid  and  sidyk 
seirlie  in  tyme  cQroing  to  the  effect  aboQwritten  discharging  be  yir 
p^nts  all  vders  economus  intrometters  factors  or  vdir  personis  q<saeaer 
tittill  gift  or  licence  of  factorie  preceding  y*  dait  of  yir  p^ts  to  intro- 
met  or  Tplift  ony  of  y«  fruits  rentis  profeits  &  emolum^tis  of  y«  said 
Cc^laige  in  maner  aboQwriten  y^  y«  tenantis  taxmen  fewars  farmon- 
ers  and  parochinars  of  the  kirkis  and  landis  annexit  to  the  said  Col- 
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leddelie  ans^  obay  and  mak  tbankfull  paymSt  of  y*  said  lentia 
of  y*  said  crop  &  zeir  of  God  to  yam  yair  factors  and  servitors  alan- 
erlie  and  y^  y*  said  Irg  be  extendit  &c.  Subscriuit  at  bolymdlMms 
ye  XXVI  day  of  febmar  Anno  d*^  1584  yeiria.  (R^pater  of  Piesen- 
Utions  to  Benefices.    VoL  iL  f.  124.) 

Note  BB.  pp.  280,  282. 

Act  wftTdSnc       M^sfol  Charges  to  3f  e/vi//«.«— At  Halyrodboiise  tbe 
Mr.  Andww  iidvU.  £«  day  of  May  the  year  of  God  1586  years,  the 
Kings  Mfly.  and  Lords  of  Secret  Council  having  consideration  of  tbe 
disordered  estate  of  the  Universitie  of  S^  Andrews,  occasioned  for  the 
most  part  be  tbe  Dissention  and  Diversltie  betwixt  Patrick  Bishop  of 
8^  Andrews,  and  M"  Andrew  and  James  Melvills  Masters  of  the  New 
Colledge  within  the  same,  their  favourers  and  adherents,  to  the  great 
alander  of  the  Kirk,  Division  of  the  said  Universitie,  and  decaying  of 
Learning,  and  all  virtuous  exercise  within  the  same,  spedallie  of 
theologie,  whereof  the  said  New  Colledge  was  appointed  to  have  been 
a  seminarie  within  this  Reahne,  albeit  be  occasion  of  the  said  Divert 
sitie  and  variance,  the  ordinar  profession  thereof  has  been  discontinued 
thir  two  years  bygane  to  the  great  encouragement  of  the  adversars  of 
the  true  and  Christian  Religion,  and  allurement  of  a  great  number  of 
Jesuits  within  the  realme  for  the  eversion  thereof,  and  the  erection 
again  of  Antichristian  papistrie,  condemned  be  God,  and  be  hia 
Hieness  Lawes,  for  repressing  of  whose  practices,  and  continuing  of 
the  Exercise  of  Theologie  within  the  said  Universitie  in  the  mean 
time,  his  H.  with  advice  foresaid,  ordeans  the  said  Mr  Andrew  to 
pass  iromediatelie  to  Angus,  Mems,  Perth,  and  other  parts  of  the 
North  where  be  may  understand  anie  of  the  saids  Jesuites  to  be,  to 
conferr  with  them,  and  travell  so  far  as  in  him  lyes  to  reduce  them  U> 
the  true  and  Christian  Religion  presently  professed  and  acknowledged 
be  his  Maj.  and  this  whole  realme,  and  in  case  he  shall  find  them  ob« 
stinate,  to  delate  them  to  his  MaJ.  and  his  Secret  Council  to  be  tane 
order  with  according  to  his  H.  Lawes  and  Acts  of  Parliament,  en- 
during the  which  time  and  travell,  his  Hieness  has  dispensed,  and  be 
the  tenour  hereof  dispenses  with  his  ordinarie  profession,  and  exer- 
cise within  the  said  New  Colledge,  and  appoints  the  same  to  vaike 
untill  his  returning,  Commanding  in  the  mean  time  the  said  M' 
James  to  attend  upon  his  own  place  for  the  instruction  of  the  youth 
committed  to  his  care  and  teaching,  as  he  will  answer  to  God  and  his 
H.  and  to  the  Intent,  that  the  said  exercise  of  Theol<^e  may  be  con- 
tinned  within  that  Universitie,  his  Hieness  with  advice  forsaid  or- 
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deans  and  commands  the  said  Bishop  to  teach  weeklie  two  Lessons 
of  Theologie  within  S.  Salvators  Colledge  one  npon  Tuesday,  and 
another  upon  Thoraday  eveiie  week,  banning  upon  the  first  tuiaday 
oi  Jnnie  next,  and  so  continuing  ay  and  while  his  Maj.  take  fintbet 
order  thereanent  and  that  but  prejudice  qHm  ordinar  preaching  unto 
a  particular  flodc  whereunto  he  is  astricted  be  the  late  Confoeoc^ 
aiid  that  Letters  be  directed  hereupon  if  need  be,  charging  evexie  one 
«f  die^ttid  persons  tb  do  accordingly  as  they  will  answer  to  hia  Mij. 
flpMi  their  obedienoe  at  their  uttermost  chaige  and  peiriL 
'-^xiractum  ex  Libris  Actorum  Seared  ConciMi  per  me  Joonnem 
Jllfidro  Clericum  Deputatum  ejusdem  tub  meis  ligiio  &  aabien^tioiie 
ttMtnualibuB. 

Joannes  Andro. 
(Bibl.  Jurid.  Edin.  Rob.  III.  6.  17.  p.  919.) 

f 

'  The  following  eharge  taken  from  Calderwood,  (MS.  vol.  iy.  &)  is 
corrected  by  another  copy  which  Wodrow  has  inserted  in  his  Life  of 
Andrew  Melville.    (MSS.  vol.  xiv.  Bibl.  t}ol.  Glasg.) 

Prindpall  and  Masters  of  the  New  Colledge,  we  greet  you  well. 
For  as  iduch  as  we  are  informed  certainly,  That  upon  the  Sundayr, 
you  assemble  to  your  selves,  a  number  both  of  burgh  and  land,  and 
preaches  to  them  in  the  English  Tongue,  and  inveigh  against  the  late 
Agreement,  q^  by  the  advice  of  the  G.  Assembly,  was  appointed  for 
the  Quietnes  of  the  Kirk  and  Realm ;  q'by  great  ineonvenieiicys  may 
ensue :  specially  the  Division  of  the  members  of  the  tmivernty.  Gen* 
tlemen  and  Burgesses,  who  by  yt  tneans  afe  abatracted  fW»m  their 
parish  kirk  and  pastors  there;  We  willing  that  no  soch  occasion 
should  ensue,  and  for  the  wellfare  and  quietnes  of  the  Toun  and  kirk 
there  have  By  thir  presents  tbo^  Good,  That  ye  contean  yoavselvcs 
within  the  Bounds  of  your  own  vocation  &  calling,  and  in  such  kn* 
guages  as  ye  profess  for  the  Instruction  of  the  youth  and  that  in 
no  wise  ye  attempt  Poc trine  in  English  to  y^  people  of  the  parish, 
we  gave  our  commandment  to  Mr.  Andreu  Melvili  returning  to 
the  Colledge,  that  he  should  not  in  any  sort  preach  to  the  people ; 
wherein  if  either  ye  or  he  contineu  we  will  take  fkixther  order 
in  time  coming,  that  our  appointment  be  not  so  lightly  regarded. 
Thus  we  committ  you  to  God,  From  llallyroodhoua  the  4*  of  Feb. 
1586. 

James  Rex. 
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Note  CC.  p.  285. 

Of  James's  conduct  on  the  Execvium  of  Queen  Jfetry.-^Lord  HaAiB^ 
ton  having  been  employed  by  Courcelles^  the  French  ambassador^  to 
speak  to  James  of  his  mother^s  danger ;  ^<  The  kings  answere  was^ 
that  the  Queene>  his  mother^  might  well  drink  the  ale  and  beere 
which  her  selfe  had  brewed ;  ffbrther  that  having  bound  her  selfe  to 
the  Queene  of  England  to  doe  nothing  againste  her^  she  ot^ht  to 
have  kept  her  promise :  notwithstandinge  that  he  wgulde  no  w<«yo 
faile  in  his  dutie  and  natural!  obligatione  he  ought,  her."  To^ir 
George  Douglas^  who  represented  to  him  how  discreditable  it  wov^d 
be  to  him  to  allow  Elizabeth  to  put  his  mother  to  deaths  the  king 
said  that  he  knew  ''  she  bore  him  no  more  good  will  than  she  did  the 
Queene  of  England-^and  that  in  truth  it  was  meete  for  her  to  mcd> 
die  with  nothing  but  prayer  and  servinge  of  (Jod."  The  Earl  of 
Bothwell^  being  asked  by  the  King  what  he  should  do  if  Elizabeth 
asked  his  consent  to  proceed  against  his  mother^  said^  "  yf  he  did 
suffer  it  he  were  worthie  to  be  hanged  the  nexte  daye  after ;  whereat 
the  King  laughed  and  said^  he  would  prouid  for  that."  (Courcelles 
to  the  King  of  France,  Oct.  i,  1586.)  "  The  nobiiitie  believe  iur 
deed  that  ther  is  some  secrete  intelligence  betweene  the  Queene  of 
Englande  and  the  Kinge>  which  is  the  rather  confirmed  becaus  the 
King's  Secretare  and  Grawe  were  onlie  made  privie  to  the  said  Keitha 
instruotiones^"  &c  (Same  to  same,  Nov.  30.)  The  Master  of  Gray*^ 
embassy  confirms  them  in  this  opinion^  ''  and  that  the  Kiiigc  of 
Scotts  will  not  declare  him  selfe  openly  against  her  (Elizabeth)  though 
his  mother  be  put  to  death,  vnlesse  the  Queene  and  the  Statts  would 
deprive  him  of  his  right  to  that  crowne,  which  himselfe  hath  vttered 
to  Earle  Bothewill  and  Chevaleire  Seaton."  (Dec  31.)  Alexander 
Stewart,  sent  in  the  company  of  the  ambassadors  ''  with  more  secret 
charge,"  had  said  to  Elizabeth,  "  were  she  even  deade,  yf  the  king 
at  first  shewed  him  selfe  not  contented  therewith  they  might  easily 
satisfy  him  in  sending  him  doges  and  deare."  On  being  informed  of 
this,  ''  the  king  was  in  marvilose  collore  and  sware  and  protested 
before  God  that  yf  Steuard  came  he  would  hange  him  before  he  putt 
ofiThis  bootes,  and  yf  the  Queene  medled  with  his  mothers  life,  she 
should  knowe  he  would  follow  somewhat  else  then  dogges  and  deare." 
(Feb.  10.)  Courcelles  expresses  his  fears  that  if  Mary*s  execution 
should  happen,  James  would  ''  digeste  it  as  pattently  as  he  hath 
done  that  which  passed  between  the  Queene  of  England  and  Alexan- 
der Stuard,  whose  excuse  he  hath  well  allowed,  and  vscth  the  man 
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M  well  as  before.**  (Feb.  98,)  On  the  trriTtl  of  the  intdligeiiee  of 
Mary*!  execution,  Courcellea  ''  believeth  in  truth  that  the  king  is 
greatly  afflicted  with  this  accidente."  (March  8.)  But  when  Gray 
was  banished,  the  Queen^s  death  was  not  mentioned  among  the 
grounds,  *'  lest  he  should  have  accused  others."  And  when  the 
Estates  twice  requested  the  King  to  revenge  his  mother's  death,  and 
offered  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  the  cause,  he  merely  ''  thanked 
them,  and  said  he  would  <^n  his  intentions  aftorwards." — (June  6, 
and  August — ) 

The  above  quotations  are  made  firom  *'  Ane  Extracte  gathered  out 
of  Monsieur  CourceUes  Negodation  in  Scotland  £rom  4th  October 
1586,  to  28th  September  1587  :**  in  the  possession  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Marquis  of  Lothian.  This  is,  I  presume,  the  same 
with  that  in  Cotton  MSS.  Calig.  C.  ix.  933.  It  is  very  singular  that 
nearly  a  month  should  have  elapsed  before  Mary*s  execution  was 
known  at  Edinburgh.  In  the  year  1585,  when  Stirling  was  taken  by 
the  banished  lords,  Elizabeth's  ministers  at  London  had  intelligenoe 
of  the  fact  within  forty*eight  hours  after  it  happened^— (Melville*s 
Diary,  p.  165.) 

Note  DD.  p.  302. 

Of  Melville's  Poem  on  the  Coronation  of  Queen  Anne  of  Denmark, — 
The  title  of  this  poem  is ''  2T£<&ANI2KION.  Ad  Scotie  Regem,  ha- 
bitvm  in  Coronatione  Regime.  17.  Mag  1590.  Per  Andream  Mel- 
uinum.  Pro.  16.  13.  lustitia  stabilit  thronum  R^;is.  Edinbvigi 
Excvdebat  Robertvs  Walde  graue  An.  Dom.  1590.  Cum  priuil^o 
Regali.'*  4to.  five  leaves.  The  poem  is  republished  in  Dditim  Poe* 
iarum  Scotorum,  tom.  ii.  pp.  7 1 — 76.  On  the  back  of  the  title-page 
of  the  original  edition  are  the  following  lines,  in  which  the  author 
apologizes  for  the  haste  with  which  Uie  poem  was  composed  and 
published,  and  ingeniously  alludes  to  the  late  voyage  of  the  royal 
bridegroom. 

Ad  Regem. 

Quod  feci  dixique  tuo.  Rex  inclyte,  iussu, 

Ecce  iubes  volitet  docta  per  ora  virum. 
Jussisti  quod  here,  ego  hodie :  eras  ibit  in  orbem : 

Et  properatum  adeo  pnecipitabis  opus? 
Pnecipita.  per  me  ire  licet  quo  authore  volasti 

Trans  mare.  Sors  eadem  fors  erit:  vrget  araor. 
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JamM  mutt  hare  been  pleiied  idth  the  ooneeit  espveaed  in  the 
two  concluding  lines,  and  with  the  following  address  in  the  poem  it* 
self,  which  pays  a  flattering  compliment  to  his  gallantry  In  bra?ing 
the  winter  sea,  and  to  (what  he  was  no  less  proad  of)  his  poetical 
achievements : 

Fergoso  generate,  poll  certissima  proles, 
Quot  reges  tnlit  olim  orbis^  qnot  regna  Britanntis^ 
Tot  regnis  augende  heres,  tot  r^bus  orte. 
Tot  reges  geniture  olim  foelicibus  astris, 
L«tU8  in  optatff  Sanctis  amplexibus  Anns : 
Anns^  cuius  amor  te  tot  vada  cerula  mensum. 
Tot  scopulos,  tot  prsruptas  saxa  ardua  rupes, 
Tantam  Hyemem^  tot  foeta  feris  et  inhospita  tesqua 
Raptauit^  gelidisque  morantem  dlstulit  oris, 
Quam  procul  a  patria,  ac  populo  regnisque  relictis 
Tarn  propior  Phoebo,  Musis  lucem  annue  nostris, 
Dum  canimus  decus  omne  tnum,  decus  omne  tuorum. 
Rex  Iacobe,  decus  Musarum  et  Apollinis  iugens. 

The  theme  of  the  Stephaniskion  is  the  right  government  of  a  king- 
dom. After  a  description  of  the  cares  which  environ  a  crown,  and 
the  small  number  of  those  who  have  swayed  the  sceptre  with  credit 
to  themselves  and  benefit  to  their  people,  whose  names,  according 
to  the  saying  of  an  Asiatic  monarch, 

Vnk  omnes  Inscribi  uno  posse  annulo,  et  un& 
Includi  gemma,  fulvum  qus  dividit  aurum ; 

< 

the  poet  inquires  into  the  causes  which  incite  men  to  covet  this  dan- 
gerous eminence, — the  secret  impulse  of  nature,  the  innate  desire  of 
distinction,  consciousness  of  talents  or  of  birth,  thirst  for  personal 
glory  or  family  aggrandizement,  patriotism,  and  that  more  exalted 
and  sacred  flame  which  seeks,  by  the  faithful  administration  of  a 
terrestrial  kingdom,  to  obtain  a  celestial  and  unfading  crown. 

Vis  arcana  natune,  et  oonscia  fati 
Semina: 

Levat  alta  laborenr 
Gloria,  celsi  animi  pennis  sublimibus  apta. 


464  NOTES. 

Quid  ftttdium  humani  genctu?  quid  vhiida  Tirtus 
Ignaus  impfttbns  vmbn?  atque  ignobilis  oti  ? 

Et  pneduloe  decus  patris :   pppulique  Patrumque^ 
Vel  bello  quierenda  salus^  per  miile  perida^ 
M  ille  necesy  et  morte  ipsa  quod  durius  usquam  est  ? 
Quo  patris  non  raptet  amor  coelestis^  &  auLe 
^theris,  etema  regem  qua;  luce  coronat? 

The  prince  described  is  of  course  a  patriot  king;  but  ihe  author 
does  not  maintain,  (as  Archbishop  Adamson  had  accused  him  of  doing,) 
that  popular  election  is  the  only  legitimate  mode  of  Investing  a  prince 
with  the  sceptre: 

Seu  kctua  tnagno  e  populo>  seu  naUis  avito 
In  solio^  vel  lege  nova^  vel  more  vetusto, 
Sortitus  sccptrique  decus  regnique  coronam. 

He  does  not  touch  the  harsh  string  of  resbtance  to  rulers  who 
abuse  their  power,  but  he  strongly  reprobates^  and  eondemna  to  the 
Stygian  lake  whence  it  ascended^  the  pestilential  principle,  that  kings 
are  born  for  themselves,  aihd  that  thdr  wiU  ia  their  law : 

Stat  regi,  ut  regni  Domino^  pro  lege  voluntas : 
Talia  dicta  vomit  diris  e  fauclbus  Orcus. 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  «  ♦  ♦ 

£st  pecus,  est  p(^*or  pecude,  eat  fera  bellua,  soli 
Qui  sibi  se  natiun  credit :   qui  non  nisi  in  ipso 
Cogitat  iraperium  imperio :   qui  denlque  secnm 
Non  putat  ipse  datupn  se  dvibus,  at  sibi  elves. 

The  maniage  of  James,  with  its  attendant  aolemnitiea,  was  oeIdn«t< 
«d  by  other  poets  besides  Melville.  Among  these  were  Hercules  Kel- 
look,  and  Adrian  Damman.  "  De  Avgustiasimo  Jacobi  6.  Scot^ram  Re- 
gis, &  Anns — coi^Qgio :  13.  Calend.  Septemb.  1589  in  I>aiiia  cdfeln* 
to:— £pithalamivm  Ad  eamdcm  Annam,  Serenissimam  Scotorum  Re« 
ginam.  Hercule  RoUoco  Scotoauctore.  EdinbnxglExcadebatHenricvs 
Charteris.  1589."  Ten  leaves  in  4to.  ^'Schediasmata  Hadr.  DammanisA 
Bisterveld  Gandavensis — Edinburgi  Excvdebat  Robert  vaWalde-graoe. 
An.  Dom.  1590."  I  in  fours.  This  last  collection  consists  of  a  Gre^  and 
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Latin  poem  on  (he  marriage^  and  of  Latin  poems  on  the  8t<»in  which 
drove  the  Queen  to  Norway,  the  Kfog^a  toyage,  the  eoronatloii,  and 
the  pnUic  entrance  into  Edinburgh.  Pk«flxed  to  the  work  are  enco- 
miastic verses  by  Melville  in  Latin,  and  by  Robert  Pont  in  Latin  and 
Greek.  Damman  gives  a  poetical  description  of  the  ceremony  of  the 
Coronation,  in  the  couise  of  which  he  praises  the  sermon  preached 
by  Galloway,  and  especially  the  prayer  offered  up  by  Bruce. 

Conticuere  iteruro,  versisque  ad  Sacra  Ministris, 
Brucius  assurgit,  vir  nobilis,  inque  togati 
Classe  Minister^  nullo  pietatis  &  aeqni 
Laudibus  inferior,  predbus  Sokmnia  sanctii^ 
Commendare  Deo,  ChristunH|ne  in  vota  vocare 
Indpit,  £e  prudens  animi,  linguieque  disertus. 

He  gives  the  following  flattering  descriptton  of  Melville,  and  ther 
part  which  he  acted  in  ^e  solemnity  ; 

Altisonis  stat  pausa  tubis:  strepitusque  silescit 
Gaudia  testantis  populi :  quum  denique  surgit 
Nobilis  eloquio,  doctrinaque  indytus  omni, 
]>ivin4  imprimis:  qui  multus  Ap(^linis  antra. 
Antra  rosis,  violisque,  et  anethi  picta  corymbia. 
Lymphs  ubi  limpidulo  trepidant  pede,  rite  frequentat/ 
Mehdnus,  grandique  ad  Regem  carmine  fatur 
Ausonio,  monitisque  docet  prodentibus  artem^ 
Iropery. 

It  appears  from  Damraan^s  account,  that  Melville  pronouhoed  his 
^oem  immediately  after  the  crown  was  placed  on  the  Queen's  head, 
and  not  before  that  ceremony  was  performed,  as  James  Melville 
has  stated  in  his  Diary. — Damman  was  not  a  Dane,  as  is  com- 
monly supposed.  He  was  bom  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ghenty 
and  had  taught  Humanity  in  that  dty.  (Antofh  Sandems,  De 
Gandavensibvs  Erudit.  Fama  Claris,  p.  13.  Antv.  1<IS4.)  Sandemv 
iays  he  went  to  ^tland  at  the  invitation  of  Buduman.  ^  Tandea» 
a  Georgio  Buchanano  ad  Nobilem  iuventntem  poMtissimia  litteris^iiw* 
bnendam  accerdtus  in  Sootiam  fiiit."  Others  say  ^al  he  came  to 
Scotland  in  the  retinae  of  Queen  Annev  He  afterwards  taught  for 
some  years  as  professor  of  Humanity  in  the  College  of  Edinboigh, 
and  acted  as  ReddenI  of  the  States  General  at  the  oonrt  of  Scotland. 
(Crawfurd'a  Hist,  of  the  Univ.  of  Edinburgh, pp«  35, 40.  Epist  Ecclet. 
et  Theolog.  pp.  35—38.  Amst.  1704.) 

VOL.  I.  3  H 
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Note  EE.  p.  381. 

Of  Patronage  and  Popular  Election. — ''  Ordinaiie  voeatiaD  oonsiildli 
in  Election^  Examination,  and  Admission.— It  appertaineth  to  the 
people,  and  to  every  seyerall  Congregation  to  elect  their  Minister. — 
For  altogether  this  is  to  he  avoided,  that  any  man  he  Yiolently  in- 
truded or  thrust  in  upon  any  congregation.  But  this  lihertie  with  til 
care  must  he  reserved  to  every  severall  Church,  to  have  their  votes 
and  suffrages  in  election  of  their  ministers."  (First  Book  of  Disci- 
pline, head  iv.)  "  Election  is  the  chosing  out  of  a  person,  or  per- 
sons, most  ahle,  to  the  office  that  vakes,  hy  the  judgement  of  the  El- 
dership, and  consent  of  the  Congregation,  to  which  shall  be  the  per- 
son, or  persons  appointed. — So  that  none  he  intrused  upon  any  Con- 
gregation, either  hy  the  Prince,  or  any  inferionr  peraon,  without  law- 
full  election,  and  the  consent  of  the  people  over  whom  the  person  is 
placed,  as  the  practice  of  the  Apostolical  and  l^rimitive  Kirk,  and 
good  order  craves.  And  hecause  this  order,  which  Gods  word  craves, 
cannot  stand  with  patronages  and  presentation  to  benefices  used  in 
the  Popes  kirk,  we  desire  all  them  that  truely  feare  God,  earnestly  to 
consider,  that  for  as  much  as  the  names  of  patronages  and  benefices 
together  with  the  Cfiect  thereof  have  flowed  from  the  Pope  and  cor- 
ruption of  the  Canon  law  onely,  in  so  farr  as  thereby  any  person  was 
intrused  or  pkced  over  kirkes  having  Curam  animarum  ;  and  for 
as  much  as  that  manner  of  proceeding  hath  no  ground  in  the  word  of 
God,  but  is  contrary  to  the  same  and  to  the  said  libeity  of  Election, 
they  ought  not  now  to  have  place  in  this  light  of  Refonnation."  (Se- 
cond Book  of  Discipline,  chap.  3.  and  18.) 

At  the  first  General  Assembly,  ''the  kirk  appointit  the  electioun  of 
the  minister.  Elders  and  deacons  to  be  in  the  publlck  Kirk,  and  the 
premonition  to  be  vpon  the  sonday  preceiding  the  day  of  the  Electa 
oun."  (Bulk  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  2.)  In  June,  1563,  it  was  concluded, 
"  tuiching  persones  to  be  nominat  to  Kirks,  that  none  be  admitted 
without  nomination  of  the  people,  and  dew  examination  and  admis- 
sion of  the  Superintendent."  (Keith,  513.)  An  act  of  Assembly, 
April,  1589,  for  correcting  disorders  produced  by  ambition,  covetous- 
ncsSj  and  indirect  dealing  in  entering  to  the  ministry,  concludes  thus : 
'*  this  act  no  wayes  to  be  prejudiciall  to  laick  patrones  and  y'  presen- 
tatiouns,  vnto  y®  tyme  y*  lawes  be  reformed  according  to  the  word  of 
God."  (Buik  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  123,  b.)  On  the  annexation  of  the 
temporalities  of  the  bishoprics  to  the  crown,  the  patronages  connected 
with  them  were  disposed  of  to  different  noblemen  and  gentlemen. 
The  General  Assembly,  in  August,  1588,  petitioned  his  M^esty 
against  this ;  "  inhibiting  in  j^  meantyme  all  commiflsioiien  and 
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presbyteries  y^  they  in  no  wayes  give  coUatioun  or  admissioun  to  any 
persons  presentit  be  y^  saids  new  patrons  as  is  abore  speit  (specified) 
unto  J*  nixt  general  assemblie  of  y«  Kirk.*'  (lb.  f.  153,  a.)  Among 
the  articles  of  an  overture  approved  by  the  Assembly  in  May,  1596, 
was  the  following :  '*  Thridlie  because  be  presentatiouns  many  for- 
dblie  arc  thrust  in  y«  ministrie  and  vpoun  congregatiouns  y^  utteris 
j^aftei  they  were  not  callit  be  God,  it  wald  be  provydit  yt  none  seik 
presentatiouns  to  benefices  without  advyce  of  y«  presby terie  within 
y®  bounds  q^^  of  pbrie  (sic)  lyis,  and  if  any  doe  in  y«  contrair  they  to  be 
repellit  as  rei  ambitus."  (lb.  f.  178,  a.) 

Such  was  the  law  of  the  church.  The  practice  appears  to  have  va- 
ried somewhat  in  different  places.  Sometimes  the  General  Assembly 
or  the  presbytery  of  the  bounds  nominated  or  recommended  a  mini- 
ster, either  of  their  own  accord,  or  at  the  desire  of  the  session  or  con* 
gregation.  In  some  instances  the  election  was  by  the  session,  or  by 
the  session  and  principal  persons  of  the  puish,  and  in  others  by  the 
votes  of  the  congregation  at  large.  Sometimes  the  congregation  elect- 
ed the  individual  themselves ;  at  other  times  they  nominated  electors 
from  among  themselves :  and  at  other  times  they  referred  the  choice 
to  the  presbytery.  But  in  whatever  way  this  was  conducted,  the  ge- 
neral consent  of  the  people  was  considered  as  requisite  before  proceed- 
ing to  admission,  and  the  church  courts  exerted  themselves  in  obtain- 
ing the  presentation  for  the  person  who  was  acceptable  to  the  parish. 
On  the  appointment  of  a  second  minister  to  the  town  and  parish  of 
Haddington,  the  presbytery  claimed  the  right  of  nomination,  but  Mr. 
James  Carmichael  having  produced  and  read  the  act  of  Assembly 
1562,  they  relinquished  their  claim.  (Record  of  Presbytery  of  Had- 
dington, August  15,  1601.) — ^The  following  is  the  account  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Robert  Bruce  to  be  minister  of  St.  Andrews : 
*'  Die  xxi^*  mensis  Maii  anno  Ixxxix^'. 

The  q^  day  being  appointit  to  y*  electioun  of  ane  minister  and  fal- 
low laborar  wt  M  Robert  Wilkie  minister  in  y®  functioun  of  y®  mi- 
nistrie in  this  congregation,  fur*  of  y«  nyne  personis  eft^  specifyt  via. 
nominat  be  y®  town  vniversite  &  landward  parochenaris ;  to  witt 
M"  Robert  Bruce  Jhone  Cauldcleuche  W™  Marche  nominat  be  y* 
town,  M'  Johne  Malcom  alex  monipenny  &  M  Jhon  Auchinlek  no- 
minat be  y®  universitc,  and  M"  Nichol  Dalgles  Jhone  Dauidsoun 
&  Robert  Dury  nominat  be  y«  gentill  men  &  paro^cnariu  upon  land. 
Compcrit  ane  ry*  bono"  man  James  Lermouth  of  Darsy  provest  of  S* 
And<^  M  Wm  Russel  bailze  Thomas  Lentroun  &  Patrik  Gutherie 
commissioners  for  y«  town  &  Patrik  Bonkill  y^  common  clerk  M  James 
Wilkie  rector  of  y®  universite,  M  David  monypenny  deane  of  facul- 
tie,  M  Andrew  Mduill  Mr  prindpall  of  y«  new  CoU^e,  and  M  W» 
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CranstouD  maister  in  y«  auld  college  comraiKioheris  for  y^  said  uni- 
versite^  and  hon"  men  Sir  George  Douglas  of  £lenehili  kuy^  James 
Wod  of  Lambelethani^  James  Hay  chalmerlane  of  y^  priore  of  St 
An<^  Patrik  Dudingstoun  portioner  of  Kincapill,  Andrew  Wod  of 
Stray^wethy  &  M  Alex  Jarden  of  Smyddy  grein  oommissionaris  Ust 
y*  gentillmen  and  paroshinaris  vpoun  land.  Qoha  all  w^  ane  voce 
efter  emest  incalling  on  y«  holy  name  of  God^  ekedt  9l  chustC  y^  said 
Mr  Bobert  Brmoe  as  ane  man  maist  meet  habill  and  qubalifyt  ml- 
njstft-.and  £aUow  kborar  in  y^  miniatrie  w'  y*  aaid  Mr  BoberK 
Wilkie  And  y®  saidis  haill  oommissionaris  hes  aggreit  y*  ilk  ane 
of  tbame  to  wiit^  y®  towne»  universite  &  paroshenaria  vpon  land 
send  wt  all  diligena  y^^  supplication  in  y*  maiat  feruent  manei  to  y* 
said  M  Robert  Bruce  to  cum  &  occupy  y«  said  office  in  &  i^on  him 
oonforme  to  y«  said  fre  election."  (Record  of  Kirk  Session  of  St  An- 
drews.) On  the  demission  of  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  who  was  appointed 
principal  of  St.  Leonard's  College,  "  The  maist  spedall  of  the  hsill 
parochin  alsweill  to  land  as  bur^  being  oonvenit,  efter  eraeat  incallai^ 
upon  y  holy  name  of  God^  dectit  &  chuait  all  wt  ane  Tooe  wkmt  dis* 
crepans  or  variance  Mr  David  Blak,  quha  wes  spedalie  rccommendit 
to  thame  be  j*  generall  kyrk,  pastor  and  minista  to  this  oongn^- 
tion."  (lb.  Nov.  H,  1590.) 

Mr.  Andrew  Forester,  minister  of  Corstorphin,  having  laid  befbrs* 
the  presbytery  of  Haddington  a  demission  of  the  vicarage  of  Tranent 
by  his  father,  and  a  presentation  of  it  to  himself  by  the  king^  con- 
fessed, after  some  interrogatories,  "  that  bay^  y^  diswisfaoa  andpra- 
sentation  foirsaid  wer  taken  be  hia  Ibirlmowledge  and  accepted  be  his 
consent.*'  The  presbytery  found  that  they  could  not  proceed  to  coU 
latioa  and  admisakm,  because  he  had  not  obtained  license  of  trans- 
portation, and  '^  beeaus  be  his  foirsaid  dealling  he  is  fallin  vnder 
danger  of  ane  act  of  the  general!  assembly  deoeming  sic  personcs  as 
takes  giftes  of  ony  benefices  of  cure  wk>ut  foirknowledge  and  consent 
of  the  kirk  to  bo  Rei  ambitus,  of  the  q^^  fault  he  is  to  be  tryit  befoir 
his  judge  ordinarie."  (Record  of  Presbytery  of  Haddington^  Oct  S, 
1597.) 

The  parishioners  of  Abcrlady  requested  the  presbytery,  '^that 
ane  lite  my^  be  maid  of  qualifat  men  and  sent  to  tcAche  in  their 
paroche  kirk  upon  several  sabboth  dayes  per  vices.  To  the  &ad  yt  y* 
Brethrene  of  the  presbyterie  wt  their  consent  my^  out  of  that  number 
chuse  ane  fittest  for  the  rowme."  Mr.  Andrew  Blackball  younger  be- 
ing put  on  the  lect  was  suspected  to  be  reus  ambitus,  and  ordained  to 
make  his  purgation.  He  satisfied  the  presbytery,  after  a  strict  exa- 
mination, that  he  did  not  know  of  the  prasentation,  "  tiU  it^w^s  pMt 
the  seaDIa,  and  as  yei  had  not  aooeptit  of  the  aanc^  natber,  jet  mu. 
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rayiklit  to  iccept  of  the  same  wk>ut  y*  special  advyse  of  the  presby- 
terife"  (lb.  from  January  21,  to  March  17^  1602.)  'the  presbytery 
^  finds  the  said  Mr  Andro  not  to  be  Reus  ambitos ;"  bat  still  ihey 
came  to  the  following  resolution. 

^'  At  Hadingtoun  y«  24  Marty  1602. 

The  q^  day  y^  brethrene  being  to  nolate  and  elect  ane  of  the  thrie 
y*  was  ypon  y«  Lite  for  aberladie  to  be  pladt  as  pastotur  thare^  before 
y*  y*  said  mater  suld  be  put  in  vodngtho^  meit  y«  Mr  Andro  Blakhal 
wtdd  snbscryve  y«  submi^oun  following. 

I  Mr  Andro  blakhal  younger  am  content  to  put  and  pres^tlie  puts  y« 
gift  and  prestotatoun  of  y*  vicarage  of  aberladie  obtakiit  in  my  name 
hi  y«  hands  of  y*  presbyterie  of  hadingtoun  to  use  It  as  thay  think 
^de. 

Sic  dubf^bitur 

M  A  Blakhall." 
A  curious  instance  of  procedure  in  the  case  of  an  unpopular  pre* 
aentee  occurred  in  the  same  presbjrtery  long  after  the  introduction  of 
episcopacy.  In  1621^  Michael  Gilbert  having  obtained  from  the  king 
a  presentation  to  the  parish  of  Northberwiokj  the  presbytery  ap- 
pdnted  him  to  preach  in  that  church,  and  the  people  to  send  com- 
misai^mers  to  testify  what  is  *'  ther  lyking  or  approbation"  of  him. 
Comihissionenb  accordingly,  attended  next  meeting  of  the  presbytery, 
awl  reported  '<  in^ame  of  the  whole  people  that  thei  ware  not  content 
w*  Midmd  Gibbert,  and  that  universallie  y*  people  had  no  lyking  of 
him  and  diawcht  him  not  mat  for  that  place."  The  preabytery  hav- 
ing taken  hhn  on  trials,  ^  commends  and  allows  his  gift  and  holie 
afi*ectioun,  jngea  him  able  to  enter  in  the  minxstrie  q'  it  sail  please 
God  to  call  him  w'  consent  of  the  congrcgatioun,  but  in  respect  of 
the  place  of  Nor^berwick  q'unto  the  generaU  aasemblie  haldin  at 
Aberdein  hea  thawcht  meit  an  man  of  singular  gifts  of  authoritie  and 
experience  Also  in  respect  of  y«  commissionars  of  the  said  parochin 
of  Northberwick  dissenting  y>^fra  we  thinke  him  not  meit  for  y ^  place 
of  Northbervick.*'  It  was  ordained  accordingly  that  a  letter  should 
be  written  to  ^'  My  lord  of  St.  androis  bearing  the  presbytriea  judge- 
ment anent  the  said  MicSiael  Gilberts  not  qualification  for  northber- 
wick.'' On  the  5th  of  September,  the  preabytery  received  the  follow- 
ing answer  fnm  die  archbishop. 

''  Loving  brithren  I  haue  receaved  yo^  Itre  tutching  michael  Gilbert 
q>by  I  perceane  yt  he  is  not  be  sow  fond  meit  to  be  reoeavit  in  that 
kirk,  but  I  must  pray  sow  in  yo'  answair  to  forbeir  the  consideration 
of  y«  kirk  at  leist  the  mention  of  it  in  your  writt  because  as  I  for- 
marlie  wrote  if  he  be  fiind  meit  to  be  an  minister  I  cannot  shift  but 
giue  coUatioun  as  I  am  requyrit.  he  is  presentit  to  that  kirk  y'for  di- 
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rcctit  to  be  tryit  by  zow.  if  he  be  not  fund  mdt  it  exonera  both  mi 
Sc  me  To  say  so  in  generall  that  Michael  Gilbert  being  presented  be 
his  Ma.  for  such  a  kirk  and  directed  by  roe  to  be  tryed  by  sou  le  find 
him  not  qualifeit  And  no  more  then  ^is  being  I  sail  deiyr  mm 
speedilie  to  acquent  me  whom  ze  wold  chuse  witii  consent  of  ^ 
parochin  and  I  sail  doe  the  best  I  can  to  hane  nm  satisleit  fbr  I  shall 
be  loith  to  admitt  any  whom  ze  by  yo^'  Judgement  finds  not  qvdeieit 
to  anie  of  yo'  kirks  and  oertainlie  wold  we  in  planting  hsae  this  regvd 
to  consider  y^  qualities  of  men  ther  prudence  as  weill  as  y*  todung 
whom  Chrysestome  in  some  place  requyris  as  necessarie  in  a  pas- 
tor o'  kirk  wold  be  in  an  better  estate  &  O'  calling  not  so  exposed  to 
contempt  as  it  is,  but  thes  I  leaue  and  for  the  present  commits  sow  to 

God. 

rests  your  assured  brother 

St.  Andrews." 

The  presbytery  took  the  bishop's  hint,  and  made  an  act  deekaisg 
simply  the  presentee's  "  non  sufficiencie,"  but  after  some  delay,  they 
received  instructions  from  the  bishop  (Feb.  5,  16^.)  to  proceed  with 
Gilbert's  settlement ;  on  which  they  came  to  this  conclusion,  "  that  in 
regard  of  the  opposition  made  already  by  the  peopill  and  in  regard  of 
the  slander  and  contempt  that  may  be  given  in  publick  to  the  ministne 
urging  the  people  to  yield  unto  y^  q^^  no  wayes  they  will  do,  that  tke 
mater  be  delayed  to  such  opportunities  as  the  aith  B.  may  bespdc" 
(lb.  fVom  June  37,  1021,  to  February  5,  1623.)  The  pnaentee, 
however,  ultimately  prevailed ;  for  on  the  roll  of  membera  of  Pres- 
bytery for  the  year  1634  is  *'  Michael  Gilbert  rain'  of  NorthbervicL" 

The  consent  of  the  people  was  signified  in  difierent  ways.  When 
it  was  proposed  that  John  Davidson  should  be  settled  as  minister  of 
Saltpreston  and  the  Pannis,  *^  ane  gritt  multitude  of  the  honest  men 
of  bay  th  the  tounes  foirsaids  come  and  shew  thair  gude  lyking  of  Mr 
Jhone  and  his  doctrine  to  us  of  the  presbyterie,  (met  at  Tranent)  de- 
syring  us  maist  earnestly  w^  any  voyoe,"  &c. — "  Thanks  returned  to 
my  lord  of  Newbottle,"  whose  concurrence  in  the  settlement  had  been 
requested  by  the  presbytery.  (lb.  Oct.  89 — Dec.  34,  1595.)  Oftener 
the  consent  of  the  congregration  was  reported  to  the  presbytery  by 
commissioners.  The  reader  may  be  pleased  to  see  the  following  copy 
of  a  formal  written  call,  which  is  the  earliest  document  of  the  kind 
that  I  have  met  with. 

**  Vnto  zo*  godlie  W.  of  the  presbyterie  of  hadingtoon  hundie 
menis  and  schawls  we  zo^  bretheme  the  pro"  [jNuishioners]]  of  G«l- 
Isne  wt  the  speciall  consent  of  our  pastor  Mr  thomas  makghe  that 
q^as  it  hes  pleisit  God  in  the  age  infirmitie  and  often  diseiib  ^  sw 
said  pastor  to  oWet  occasion  of  suppoort  to  him  and  to  ?■  both  be  Mr 
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JMinm  Makg^  his  tone  of  quhome  we  haTing  had  pruiff  and  tfyall 
tiw  twa  leiris  bygane  dois  testifie  his  doctrine  to  be  sound  sensible 
St  edifjring  his  lyff  and  converaatioun  to  be  honest  and  unrebokeable 
Ib  nspect  q'of  haueing  gude  expectatioun  yt  he  salbe  ane  profitable 
Instroment  amangis  vs  for  advancement  of  goddis  glorie  and  our  awin 
■■Ifatioun  Hes  w^  ane  Toyce  thoucht  expedient  maist  emistlie  to  re- 
fueist  zo^  wisdomes  to  proceid  w^  that  diligepce  zo'  w.  sail  think 
■MiBt  expedient  to  the  admission  and  ordinatioun  of  the  said  A(r 
Andro  to  the  office  of  mlnisterie  within  our  ccngregatioun  That  being 
warrandit  be  y«  outward  calling  and  authoritie.  of  the  kirk  he  may  be 
aaawerabill  to  our  said  expectatioun  in  the  synceir  preaching  of  goddis 
ipord  ministring  of  y®  sacraments  discipline  and  all  vther  extemall  be- 
nefites  of  y«  kirk  according  to  the  reull  of  the  said  word  and  commoun 
praetifle  of  the  reformit  kirk  wUn  this  cuntrey  Unto  quhome  in  the 
lonl  ane  and  all  we  promise  fay^fullie  our  concurrance  and  obedience 
to  die  uttennoste  according  to  o'  dewtie  And  zo'  godlie  w.  ansW 
favnlie  we  beseich 


Sic  Subflcribitnr 

Ro^  hcpburue 

Akx'tod 

Mt  Mark  Hepbome 

George  Dudgeonn 

Andro  Robesone 

WilUame  Marsheall 

Jhone 


Mr  thomas  Makghe  miniater 
of  gullane 
George  Ker 

P  Levingtoun  of  Saltoottis 
Ro  Congilton  of  that  ilk 
Walter  Ker 
Greorge  Halybortoun 
Daniel  broun 
Michael  tod 
James  Bandilands 
George  Walker 
George  sseyeis 
Thomas  Wilson 
This  la  the  mynd  of  the  haill  rest  of  the  pro^  y*  cannot  subscryre 
as  thai  have  tettifyit  be  thair  consent  quhen  thair  voittis  wes  requyrit 
deiyiing  me  notar  viiderwritten  to  subscryve  in  thair  names. 

Ita  est  Joannes  Craik  notarius  publicus  ad  premissa  requisitua  le« 
stem  his  neis  signo  et  sabscriptione  raanualibus." 

(Record  of  Presbytery  of  Haddington,  Dec.  7, 1697.) 

NoTK  FF.  p.  S3i. 
Ato^  agamsi  MehUle  ai  8t  Andrews^^^The  summons  raised  at  the 
InstaBce  of  Mr  Andrew  Melvill  principal -of  the  New  College  of  8t 
Andrews,  and  Mr  David  Makgill  of  Nisbet  his  Majesty's  advocate 
states,  "  that  upon  the  fourt  day  of  Junij  instant,  the  said  Mr  andro 
being  mder  medicine  w^in  his  dbalmer  of  the  said  college,  lippying 
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fbr  nae  vioIenoe^Mr  DatSd  Metfafen  Ac.  ooDfoetl  and  uaaMU^ 
gidder  be  the  ringing  of  the  eomoun  bell  Ae  haill  eeide  te  tbe  bhiI 
part  of  the  eaid  eftie  bodio  in  feir  of  weir  with  ^juhom  ibtj  eone  ti 
the  tald  poU^ie  and  in  naiat  baibftroua  and  inadcm  aumer  teakap 
the  back  and  ioir  yettk  y^of  dam  the  waUie  of  tha  aaiiie«iid  pvaafiliia- 
totHe  to  haue  brokin  np  the  aaid  Mr  andfoia  diafaBerdiar  Ijdaaaatkaf 
hiik np  w« ane kng /eiat  the bak atair  of  1i)aaat<  eMmer  ipoaniel 
pdrpoSa  and  deiiberatioiin  to  have  aUyn^  and  «i«rdriaat  bamnnikiii 
idn  aald  chalmer  quMIk  thay  had  not  liiUlit  tohavedbae  wwewfeha 
^etirOTsdence  of  God  and  the  nediatioitnmnd  tnrrallia  qf  the  nrtigwiii 
of  die  said  cltie  thafr  rage  and  fury  wea  smn  qnbat  sttigat  ijiM^ 
thay  in  deid  remanH  w4b  the  said  coUega  «Bd  afaonft  ftfaa  aaiilhi 
apace  of  tna  honria  tbpAder  sating  die  said  Mr  andidalyff  nttedfeg 
all  the  tyme  mony  injurious  spedies  aaying  we  hafe  aaar 
oocadonn  we  lang  aoeht  let  us  tak  it  and  mak  in  ^wyte  a£  lin» 
tiiat  ^nmblia  ^  ay*'«-The  Lords  ordayn  mayater  William 
and  William  Jieirmont  two  of  the  Bailies  of  St  Andrews  to  enter 
ward  in  the  Casde  of  Blacknes  and  remain  there  vntU  they  give  vp 
the  names  of  the  diief  persons  ooneemed  in  die  riot,— and  ordain  tfea 
proTost  and  members  <i  Town  Conncii  to  sabscribe  n  Band  abUgiag 
themselves  and  their  Buecessors  to  preserre  all  the  UMgosbeis  ^  the 
universitie  **  harmekss  and  skay^less." — ^And  they  further  decern  that 
such  of  the  rioters  as  had  been  summoned  and  have  not  appeared, 
shall  bedeoonnoed  rebels.  (Record  of  Privy  Conncily  fiS  Jnaii  l£fU.) 

The  following  extract  from  the  Record  of  the  Barf^  Court  of  8t. 
Andrews  relates  to  the  circilmstanoe  mendoned  in  the  texi  aa  having 
given  occasion  to  the  riot.  The  act  ia  aoiscd  in  the  Reoordp  and  an 
the  margin  is  the  following  offidal  note :  **  Die  vigeaimo  quarto  men- 
sis  August!  1591.  This  Act  deleit  w^  ooDBent  of  j*  piowcal  baillifls 
^nd  counsell.    J  Bonde  Bcriba."    The  Act  nms  thus  s 

^' Mr  Andiro  Mahrill  &  y*  Town  * 

Curia  Burgalis  civ.  6*^  Andree  tenta  in  pwstoriai  fguad^n  per  ha- 
norablles  viros  Thomam  Lentroun  Magiatroa  Gidiekmnn  Cok  aa  Gmr 
lielmum  Russell  ballivoa  dictc  dvltatia,  die  Venerfaqnarto  din  Mamtt 
Junii  Anno  Domini  Millesimo  quingenteslaao  nonagesiaoofciBiak 

The  q^  day  in  presence  of  the  baiUiea  of  tfaia  oilio  Mr  Bofasrt 
Wellkye  priniapal  of  St  Leonardis  College  w^in  pe  cttietof  fit  And* 
renundand  expreslie  be  y'  presentia  all  previh^gea  aaemplien  and  »• 
munide  or  jnrisdictioun  that  he  may  pretend  in  y*  oontvair  hairof 
And  submitting  htm  in  this  caiee  to  y«  joriadtction  of  the.ptovest^aid 
baOlies  of  y«  dUe  of  St  And*  aleneriie  and  wt  him  David  XMe^siadi 
and  Wn  Mufikt  dtineria  of  y«  aald  ekle  Ar  beoam.hoimdobliaMP^ 
actiut  for  thaim  y  airia  ft  auceeaaarla  oaofiinetMe  and  aavanllie  lor 
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MnirtK  Andro  MaUweiU  tedor  «f  y  UoivonOe  ct  St  AimI»  That 
iat  ence  it  may  be  fUnd  and  tryed  y t  Maiater  Johne  Cauldcleuch  ane 
of  y  pmicipall  Maisteria  of  y«  New  College  quha  hea  Bchott  and 
dflidiie  woundit  Davit  Trumbull  ane  nytbour  of  this  citie  w^  ane  4r- 
Mv  q'bye  be  is  in  danger  of  his  lyfe  to  be  anye  tyme  heireflter  w% 
y*  boondia  of  y«  aud  CoUege  in  anye  pairt  tbey  call  present  bim  to 
y*  jaadeo  £or  underlying  of  our  Soverane  lordia  lawia  he  b^^^^re-i 
qayrift  b»y«  prte  atewart  or  y«  bailies  of  y«  said  citie  my  lord  beioig^ 
w^  y  eollege  finr  y«  ^me  of  his  requisition  And  w%  y*  bpui^,^ 
y*  said  CoDege  for  y*  faet  fotraaid  under  y*  painea  of  aoie  tbp^^8ap4 
to  be  aplyit  to  aio  uaa  as  y*  prove^t  baUeii  Si  oounaaill.  ^  y^ 
dtie  sail  think  expedient  And  yt  y«  said  Mr  Andio  rector  fi^ix^ 
aridfenmnciand  in  lyk  manor  be  thir  prntos  expresslie  all  previkgeex- 
6c  immnnitie  y^  he  may  pretend  in  y'  ooptrair  in  this  caice 
sail  be  anawerable  to  y*  Stewart  of  rcgalitie  of  St  Andr*  y 
nd  balllies  yrof  as  law  will  in  caice  he  sail  be  querrelli^ 
hcifefler  be  anie  of  y*  said  David  Tnunbullis  firiendis  under  paine 
Mmid  In  presence  of  Mr  Piter  RoUock  Biscfaope  of  Dupkell  Mr  Wxn 
Mairdi  ane  of  j*  regentis  in  St  Leonardis  College  David  Watsoun 
Mr  Ikvid  Russdl  dcane  of  gUd  And  Mr  Patrick  Mailuill  ane  of  y^ 
|f w  of  y«  new  CoL  and  Jbon  Mair  wt  uthris  diverss." 

NoteGG.    p.  338. 

CbfuKMloa  and  procedure  of  Kirk-sessiotu^r^ln  speaking  of  the 
election  of  £lderB  and  Deacons,  we  ought  to  keep  in  mind  that  for- 
merly It  was  annuaL  At  St.  Andrews,  when  the  time  of  election  ap- 
proadied,  the  session  made  up  a  list  of  persons  to  be  nominated  for 
dfllce  during  the  ensuing  year,  and  caused  this  to  be  read  from  the 
pulpit,  accompanied  with  an  intimation  that  the  session  would  meet 
on  a  certain  day  to  hear  objections  against  the  persons  nominated, 
and  to  receive  the  names  of  any  others  that  mi^t  be  proposed  as  bet- 
ter qualified.  The  election  succeeded  to  this.  The  Session  some- 
timea  appointed  electors,  and  at  other  times  they  acted  as  electors 
themselveo  ;  in  which  last  case  the  individuals  to  be  chosen,  if  already 
in  the  seivion,  were  successively  removed.  (Record  of  Kirk  Session 
of  St  Andi«WB,  Oct.  8  &  15,  1689;  Jan.  IS,  1590;  and  Nov.S8, 
1 593.)  This  waa  also  the  practice  at  Glasgow.  (Extracts  from  Rec 
of  Kirk  Sess.  of  Glasgow :  Wodrow's  Life  of  David  Weemes,  p.  88.) 
"  OcU  22,  1609.  The  Bishop  compeared  and  intimat,  th,e  Synod  had 
for  sundry  and  good  respects  concluded  and  ordained  that  the  Eldera 
and  Deacona  hi  all  Sessions  shall  hereafter  be  chosen  by  the  ministers. 
The  Session  approvea."  (Ibid.  p.  29.)  At  Edinburgh  the  election 
was  popular.   (Knox's  Hiat  of  the  Reformation,  pp.  267,  268.)  The 
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General  Assembly,  April,  1582,  sanctioned  this  mode  of  election. 
''  Concerning  a  generall  ordoor  of  the  admissioim  to  j*  office  of  ddert 
referria  it  to  the  ordo'  uait  at  Ed'  q^  we  approTe^"  (Buik  of  the 
Univ.  Kirk,  f.  124,  b.)  In  the  parish  of  the  Canongate,  or  Holymd- 
hooae,  the  members  of  Session  were  chosen  by  the  oommnnicants  at 
large.  ''  Juley  98,  1565.  The  q"^  day  y«  names  of  y«  faithfnl  tfaatbe 
in  the  lyt  of  y*  Eldars  was  geiven  wp  be  y*  auld  kirk  to  be  prodamit 
be  y^  minister  and  to  be  chosen  on  Monday  come  audit  dayes.*'-^ 
'^  The  fourt  day  of  August.  The  q^  day  the  eftemone  at  y«  ser- 
mone  y^  haill  fay^full  woted  in  chesing  y®  eldars  and  diaoons." — **  The 
1 1th  day  of  Aug^.  The  q"^  day  it  is  ordanit  y^  y^  eldaris  and  dea- 
conis  as  efter  foUowis  present  thameself  to  y*  kirk  and  set  in  y«  plaot 
appontit  for  thame  to  resawe  thair  office.  The  q^  day  it  is  ordanit  y^ 
y«  minister  warn  oppenlie  in  y®  pulpell  all  thois  y^  oommunicatea  to 
y«  puirs  to  come  to  y*  tobo^  on  tisday  y^  nixt  comes  at  7  ho^  in  y* 
morning  to  heir  y^  oompts  of  y*  deacons  of  thair  resait  and  how  it  is 
destrybutit."    (The  Buik  of  the  Kirk  of  Canagait) 

The  statement  made  in  the  text  respecting  the  dvil  pnniahments 
inflicted  on  delinquents  is  justified  by  the  minutes  of  the  last  named 
fiession.  An  unmarried  woman  having  confessed  her  pregnancy, 
''  Tbairfoir  the  bouUies  assistane  the  assembUe  of  ff  kirke  ordanis  hir 
for  to  depart  furt  of  y^  Gait  within  48  hours  heirefter,  under  y<  pain 
of  scburging  and  burning  of  y«  scheike."  (Buik  of  the  Kirk  of  Ca- 
nagait, Sept.  31,  1564.)  In  all  instances  in  which  any  civil  penalty 
is  added  this  form  of  expression  is  used. — The  following  minute  re* 
fers  to  the  determining  of  controversies  by  arbUralum.  *^  Dec  8, 
1565.  The  q^  day  it  is  ordanit  the  communion  to  be  ministrat  upon 
the  16th  of  y*  instant  also  to  advertise  the  communicants  to  be  at  the 
Saterday  exortation  efter-nune.  The  q^  day  it  is  ordanit  that  gif 
thair  be  onie  persones  have  onye  gruge  of  hatrit  or  malice  or  ony  of- 
fense in  his  heart  aganis  his  broder  that  they  and  ilk  ane  of  then 
come  on  tisday  in  the  morning  at  8  ho"  to  the  Tolbo^  where  4  of  the 
Kirk  shall  be  present  to  juge  the  offense  and  gif  that  it  stands  in  them 
to  reconseil  the  same  y^  said  four  to  be  Johne  hart  Johne  abort  Jhone 
Mordo  Johne  Atchison  Thomas  hunter  James  Wilkie  or  ony  four  of 
thir."  (Ibid.  Dec.  8,  1565.)  At  Glaigow,  the  Session  was  accus- 
tomed to  proceed  in  certain  cases  by  way  of  inquest,  or  trial  byjmry. 
"  Nov.  14,  1583.  the  Session  appoint  an  inquest  to  be  taken  of  men 
who  are  neither  Elders  nor  Deacons  for  this  year,  out  of  the  sevend 
parts  of  the  town."  This  was  done  generally  every  year,  and  the 
practice  is  mentioned  in  the  minutes  as  late  as  1643.  The  inquest  is 
ordinarily  made  up  of  IS  honest  men,  and  in  some  cases  women  are 
employed.   (Extracts,  ut  supra :  pp.  42,  ^3.) 
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The  following  minute  may  be  giren  «•  tn  ilhistratioil  of  the 
method  of  privy  censures  in  sessions.    *'  The  q^  day  being  appoin- 
tit  to  try  y«  Ijrfe  and  conversation  of  y*  haiU  memberis  of  y«  Ses- 
aiouB^  alsweill  ministeris  as  elderis  &  deaconis,  Mr  David  Blak  mi- 
nister being  remouit,  there  is  nathing  objectit  aganis  him,  hot  aU 
y«  brethren  praises  God  of  him,  and  y^  he  may  continew  in  his  seit. 
M  Robert  Wallace  being  remouit,  y®  brethrein  thankis  God  for  him, 
bot  it  is  desyrit  of  him  y^  he  may  be  mair  diligent  &  carefull  over  y« 
maneris  of  y«  people,  &  in  visiting  of  y®  seik.    M  Rob^  ZwiH  being 
remooit  thair  is  nathing  opponit  aganis  him  in  lyfe  doctrein  nor  oon- 
yersation,  bot  he  is  to  be  admonisit  of  multiplicadone  of  wordis  in  his 
doctrine  and  y^  his  nottis  be  in  few  wordis  yt  ye  people  may  be  mair 
edifyt.    Mr  Androw  Meluill  being  rcmouit,  y'  is  nathing  opponit 
aganis  him,  bot  y«  haiU  brethrein  thankis  Crod  for  him.     M^^  Dauid 
Monypenny  being  remouit  y'  is  nathing  opponit  aganis  him.     M  W°^ 
Welwod  being  remouit  thair  is  nathing  aganis  him.  y«  Commis' 
zemouit  nathing  opponit.    Dauid  Murray  &  Dimcan  Balfour  y'  is 
.Bathing  oi^nit  except  Dauid  Murray  payis  na  thing  to  y«  contribu- 
tloniB  of  y®  puir.    And  as  to  Duncan  Balfour  fait  is  fund  wt  him  y^ 
he  being  ane  elder  suld  be  in  company  w^  thame  y^  brak  vpe  y*  tolbuth 
dur  &  ekctit  y*  counsell  tyme  of  sermone  vpon  Weddinsday.    forder 
y  mUrthir  of  Pareis  being  laid  to  his  charge  becaus  he  wes  in  companie 
in  y«  Idngis  sendee  at  y  t  tyme.    Quharof  y«  said  Duncane  purges  him 
aelfe  in  consetence  as  also  of  cuming  w^  y^  kingis  commissioun  to  stay 
y«  doctrein  hi  y«  new  college.    M"  W"*  Qand^  Henry  Russell  Andro 
Wdwood  behig  remouit,  y»  is  fait  fund  with  M'  W™  bemg  (sic)  suld 
pas  to  y*  synodall  assemblie  w^)ut  command  of  y*  sessioun,  and  yt  y  is 
ane  sklander  betwix  M^^  Henry  and  his  father,  and  y^  Andrew  Wel- 
wod mend  hb  rasche  speiking  in  y«  sessioun.    Mr  W^  Russd  purgit 
him  of  y«  ihmg  laid  to  his  charge ;  Androw  Welwod  promisit  to 
amend."    (Record  of  Kirk  Session  of  St.  Andrews,  March  2, 1596.) 

Note  HH.  p.  341. 

Presbffterial  exercises,  and  trial  of  ministers.'^The  following  ex- 
tracts illustrate  the  mode  of  procedure  in  the  ordinary  exercise.  '^  It 
is  ordanit  that  Mr.  Ro^  Rollock  sail  mak  ane  catalogue  of  the  young 
men  quhom  he  thinks  meitt  to  exerceis,  and  that  they  quha  saU 
come  to  the  p^^  be  sittaris,  and  no^  standeris.  Ordanis  that  all  the 
brethren  of  the  ministerie  w^in  this  presbyterie  sail  convene  in  dew 
tyme,  and  sit  at  the  burdes  vnder  the  pains  contanit  in  y«  actis  of  y^ 
pbrio^  and  that  nane  be  absent  wkmt  ane  lawfnll  excus,  and  that  y« 
catalog  be  red,  the  absents  raarkit,  and  the  neist  day  censurit.  Or- 
danis the  first  speikar  sail  occupy  na  langcr  tyme  nor  an  ho',  the 
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second  half  an  honr  precisdie  vnder  the  panes  to  be  censured  gif  he 
transgress,  and  that  the  prayer  before  and  efter  the  exerceis  be  schort* 
(Record  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  Nov.  8,  1597.)     *•  Oct.  27, 
1598.  Maister  Dauid  Robertsone  maid  y«  exercise  upone  y*  first  cap. 
Esay  V.  3.  and  vas  allowit  and  Mr.  Peter  Blaclcbume  addit,  quha  foU 
lowis  nixt;"  i.  e.  makes  the  exerdse  next  week.    (Record  of  Presby- 
tery of  Aberdeen.)    ''  April  8S,  1608.    Johne  Mylne  made  the  exer- 
dse— admonifflt  to  stndie  diligentlie  and  to  have  a  feling  of  that  q^  he 
ddyv^rit— -*'  Nov.  96, 1602.    Robert  Forbes  maid  the  exercise,  qoha 
was  admonidt  to  eschew  afi^tat  language,  and  to  utter  his  words  wt 
gretar  force.'*    (Ibid.)    ''  Dec.  8,  1616.  Ph>phesie  maid  be  Mr.  RoV 
BackanqB,  1  Cor.  li,  v.  8.    FoUowed  Mr.  George  Greir  in  observa- 
tions  upon  the  text  exponed.    Doctrein  judged,  it  was  ordeined  Mr. 
Andro  Blackball  to  expoUe  in  the  first  plao6,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Ballan. 
tyne  to  observe  in  the  second  place.    1  Cor.  14,  ▼.  10."    (Rte.  of 
Presb.  of  Haddington.)    ''  Dec  4,  1593.  Mr.  Andro  Polwart  (and 
six  other  young  men)  put  on  the  privie  exercise."  (Rec  of  Presb.  of 
Glasgow.)    *'  Junij  18,  1600.  A  remembrance  concerning  the  breth- 
ren that  tciches  in  privat  hous.  Mr.  Alex^  greg  heard  this  day  in  the 
gallery. — April  29,  1601.  He  is  to  be  heard  in  Mr.  James  Carmichaers 
gallery."  (Presb.  of  Haddington.)    ^  May  8,  1608.  Mr.  James  Car- 
michel  younger  heard  privile  exerces  y*  secund  tyme  upone  Ephes. 
6,  12.    The  Bre°  praysit  God  for  him,  and  appoyntit  him  to  exeroeb 
privilie  the  next  in  y^  morning  in  y*  galrie,  prosecuting  the  samine 
text"  (Ibid.)     The  General  Assembly,  in  March,  1572^,  agreed, 
.''That  sick  ministers  as  hes  not  q'weth  to  buy  bookes  may  have 
bookes  bought  to  y™  be  y«  collector,  and  to  allow  y«  pryces  y^of  in  y' 
•  stipend."  (Buik  of  Univ.  Kirk,  p.  56.)    ''  Oct.  20,  1598.    It  is  agidt 
by  y«  haile  presbitrie  thair  be  a  collection  gatherit  amongisy^brethiein 
and  of  y^  penaleteis  to  by  comentareis  vpon  y«  text,  of  y«  exerceis 
quhilk  sail  seme  to*  everie  ane  of  y«  presbyterie  quha  hes  nane  in 
tym  cumlg. — Feb.  23,  1598.    Item  the  said  day  the  Moderator  col- 
lected fra  every  minister  of  the  presbyterie  sex  shillings  aucht  pennies 
for  the  hying  of  Molerus  vpone  Isay,  and  delyuerit  the  same  to  John 
roche  collecto'  to  giff  y«  buikar."    (Rec.  of  Presb.  of  Aberdeen.) 

In  October,  1581,  the  Provincial  Synod  of  Lothian  represented  that 
they  had  agreed  to  have  disputations  in  every  presbytery  on  the  arti- 
cles in  controversy  with  the  papists,  and  moved  that  the  General 
Assembly  should  appoint  the  form  to  be  observed.  The  Assembly 
''  thinks  thir  disputations  good  q"  thay  may  be  had."  (Bulk  o£ 
Univ.  Kirk,  ff  115,  116.)  In  March,  1597-8,  it  is  appointed,  **  that 
a  common  held  of  religioun  be  intrcatit  every  moneth  in  ilk  p^i^*  both 
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by  way  of  disoourae  and  digputation.*'    (Ibid.  f.  191^  b.)    Tbe  way 

in  which  this  exercLie  was  conducted  will  appear  fh>ni  Uie  foUowing 

minutes.      ''Aprilis  7  1602.     The  q^^  day  y«  common  heid.  Do 

Aathenticis  Scriptorarum  editionibus  et  Versionibus  Sacrisqae  Verna^ 

culisy  being  first  handiUit  publictlie  before  y«  pepil  be  Mr.  John  Gih* 

son^  they  disputit  priuielie.    It  was  fond  Quod  sola  hebraica  edition 

Veteris  Testamenti  et  Grseea  noui  sit  authentica  editio  Scriptune  .e( 

q^  necessariu  sit  scripturas  converti  oniaque  sacra  peragi  puU|ce  coi;&. 

p^piiloin  ecdesia  vemaeulo  sermone.    The  next  cdmoun  heid  I>e 

Authoritate  Scripture  was  appointit  to  James  Lamb  to  be  eptirea^^j^ 

y*  seound  Wednesday  of  May  approaching.**    *'  Jun^  %  T^e  contro-, 

vertit  heid  De  authoritate  S.  Scripture  being  first  publicly,  entr^te^. 

before  y*  pepill  be  James  lamb  his  text  being  upon  y«  2  epistill  tQ, 

Timothe  S  cap.  16  vers.    Q^  being  censurit — The  Brethren  per  vicefli 

everie  ane  enterit  in  thair  disputation  in  Latineanent  y^  same  mater 

according  to  y«  ordinance  of  provincial  assemblie."  (Record  of  Fresh. 

of  Haddington*)    The  member  who  delivered  the  discourse  on  thff 

common  head  sustained  his  thesis  in  the  dispute  against  the  other 

members  of  presbytery.  (Ibid.  July  4>  1602,  and  March  2,  1603.) 

"  Jan.  6,  1603.  The  quhilk  daye  M'  Peter  blackbume  intreatit  vpone 

the  odmoun  heid  of  cotroverzie  De  £cckaia  (fin  he  did  merveUous 

and  y'foir  wes  oomendit.**    (Rec  of  Presb.  of  Aberdeen.) 

The  General  Assembly  which  began  on  the  31st  of  March,  ISSOg 
appointed  all  the  ministers  of  the  church  to  be  tried  de  novo,  and  no- 
minated certain  individuals  as  assistants  to  each  presbytery  in  this 
work.  (Act  inserted  in  the  Minutes  of  Presb.  of  Haddington,  Nov.  6, 
1589.)  In  consequence  of  this  a  rigid  examination  commenced,  of 
which  the  following  extracts  will  convey  some  idea.  "  Tryall  be 
passages  of  Scripture  and  questions. — Mr  Thomas  Macghie.  His 
passage  of  Scripture  46  Isai  vnto  y«  5  verse,  expouit  and  coUectit  the 
same  and  y'efter  reroovit.  The  Brethrene  censurit.  he  is  jugeit  to  be 
Weill  verst  w*  the  Scriptures.  Being  examined  vpon  y®  authoritie  of 
the  Scriptures  he  is  tho^  prompt  to  confound  the  enemies  of  the 
trewth  w^  the  word  of  God  and  guid  [[doctrine]]^^8  Juli[j  at  Morn- 
ing. James  Gihaone.  Haiffing  teicheic  publiklie  at  his  appointit 
hour  being  [|[removed^  he  was  judgeit  to  haue  done  weill.  Zit  he 
omittit  what  he  promesit  to  defyne  As  also  he  repeated  sundrie  im* 
pertinent  [[words]]  bay th  in  docti  ine  &  prayer  Q'foir  he  is  admo- 
nisit  to  beQwafe  of  Uiero.]]<— TViomof  Greg.  28  Julg  at  eftimown. 
His  passage  of  Scripture  3  to  the  Galathians  vnto  the  4  verse  ex- 
pounding y«  samin  was  removit.  He  is  jugeit  to  have  done  weill 
and  it  appeiris  he  is  versed  with  y^  Scripturis  Being  examinat  as  fol- 
lowis.  It  is  not  ane  fiUt  to  Godis  pepill  to  embrace  the  thingis  that 
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GM  eamncii^  Ergo  it  is  not  ane  Mi  to  die  ChriBtinM  to  keip  tlie 
CcremoBuH  law :  fi.  Qohidder  gif  die  pepil  war  juatifeit  by  tbe  Ce- 
lemoniei  of  the  Law :  3.  Qohiddar  ar  we  juatifeit  be  fay^  or  be  warlda 
or  partlie  be  warids.  4.  We  cane  not  be  juBtifiet  be  that  alane  tf^  h 
Defer  akiie  bot  fay^  ia  never  allane  thairfoir  we  eane  not  be  juatifiet 
be  fayt  allane :  Of  the  q^  he  onderstandia  the  argnmentia  &  an- 
awerit  y'to  howbeit  he  be  not  vent  in  kgik.— Jomtr  Mid.  82  Octobrit. 
/amis  Rid  being  hard  mak  privie  exerdae  the  bretheren  jnges  he  hes 
done  better  nor  affoir.  Zit  he  hes  not  deirlie  ezponit  the  text  flinr 
he  is  desyrit  to  be  mair  popular  q^  he  promesb  to  do  God  wilfing  pro- 
testing that  at  his  next  heiring  he  may  be  hard  at  mair  length  to  the 
efi^  he  may  collect  his  doetrene  mair  amplie  in  the  plaee  ^  ctne 
not  be  done  in  half  ane  hoar  to  satisfie  for  the  deacriptiocm  of  ane 
ample  texU»-^ 

The  sentencea  pronotmoet. 
Mr.  Jamis  CarmickaeU  meit  to  be  contineoit  in  the  ministrie  in  a 
bettir  degrie. — Mr.  Johne  Ker  unmeit  to  be  oontinewit  Thairfor  de> 
poses  Piim  from  the]]  function  of  the  miniatrie  Zit  the  farethem 
jugeis  that  []if  he  be]]  occupyit  w^  his  book  he  may  do  better  henw 
after. — Jamis  Lamb  meit  to  be  oontinewit  in  the  mimatne  in  Ae 
lawest  mi880ur.-*l>a]nW  Wallace  meit  to  be  condnewit  in  ane  law 
missour.— J^ami>  Rid  unmeit  to  be  oontinewit  Thairfoir  ^deposes  him 
from  die]]  funcdon  of  the  ministrie  for  the  present — Thomas  Oreggt 
meit  to  be  condnewit  in  ane  gude  degree. — Mr  Tkomtas  Maegkit  meit 
to  be  continewit  in  ane  bettir  degrie. — Alexander  forresier  mett  to  be 
oontinewit  in  sum  reasonable  degrie. — James  Gibsone  meit  to  be  eon* 
dnewit  in  ane  reasonable  gude  missonr.**  (Rec  of  Presb.  of  Had* 
dington.) 

Note  II.  p.  3^6. 

Extraordinary  meeting  of  delegates  from  counties. — ^The  foUowiiq; 
curious  deed  throws  light  upon  the  nature  and  purposes  of  this  meet* 

ing. 

"  At  Glasgow  the  allevint  daye  of  October  y^  zeir  of  God  i^v^ 
fourescoir  threttein  zeires.  The  quhilk  day  the  nobillinen  baronis 
gentlemen  ministeris  comissioneris  of  y®  sfefdomea  and  buirowis 
wndervrittin  viz  Lanerk  renfrew  and  Dumbartane  and  of  y^  pres* 
bitereb  yairof  being  convenit  according  to  y®  bande  maid  be  oar 
sourane  lord  &  his  estatis  for  mat<:mcntc  of  y^  trew  religioun  presStlie 
profeseit  win  this  realine  and  defetis  of  his  liienes  pcrsoun  and  e&tait 
and  being  informit  of  y®  cdvcniug  of  y^  nobillme  barronis  getlme  and 
ministeris  of  fyfe  and  wtheris  pards  of  this  realine  for  prosecudng  of 
y«  said  bande  And  that  y*  sevintein  daye  of  this  inatAt  ia  appoimtdt  to 
y*  said  convening  &  that  orrtane  comissoneria  of  everie  provinoe 
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nlbe  direct  to  mcit  in  y«  burt  of  Edinburt  for  cdBultio^  and  avyaii^ 
ivponn  y^  following  fun  and  proiecuting  of  y*  said  bande  Hdrfove 
y  iaidia  nobillme  barrdnis  getellm€  &  ministeriB  of  y^  srafdomea  foir- 
aaidia  bea  maid  constitut  &  ordanit  &  be  tbir  pres^tea  makia  oonati- 
tutes  &  ordania  the  lard  of  calderwood^  the  lard  of  merchistbun,  tbe  god 
man  of  Duchall^  the  lard  of  greinoh,  M  Ro^  Lindsaye  M  Jon  Hewe« 
aoon  M  Johne  Uaye  M  Johne  Couper  &  M  Patrik  Scharp  ministeria 
or  ony  thre  of  y®  saidis  ministeris  thair  lautfull  and  wndowtit  cona»" 
aioneris  to  cov^in  &  meit  at  Edinburt  y«  daye  foirsaid  or  ony  wthev 
daye  or  place  appointtit  or  to  be  appoint  tit  and  thairto  cdcurre  w^  y* 
odmisBioneris  of  y®  wther  sf efdomes  &  provinces  of  this  realme  thair 
to  be  assemblit  and  to  give  thair  advyse  and  cosale  in  sik  causa  cdoeriH 
ing  y*  following  furt  of  y^  said  bande  &  wtheris  cOoeming  y®  glorie 
of  Crod^  the  preseruatioun  of  his  maiestie  persoun  and  eatait  & 
oc^ounweill  of  y®  cdtrey  as  salbe  treated  and  as  salbe  cdcludit  to 
promise  in  y«  names  of  y*  nobillmg  barrdnia  &  ggtilmS  of  y^  sfef- 
domes  foirsaidis  and  burrowia  w^in  y*  samy  to  follow  fur^  the  deter« 
minatiouns  of  y®  comissioneris  foirsaidis,  q^  yig  and  euerie  ane  of 
thame  wpoun  thair  cdsience  &  bono"  bes  faitfullie  promeait  to  do  and 
pecforme.  and  y®  said  nobillme  &  banronis  &  getihn^  &  ministeris  foir- 
andhesgetin  oomand  &  power  to  y*  clerk  of  y^  kirk  &  presbitrie  of 
Ola^gw  to  insert  tbir  presentia  in  y^  buikea  qfjj^  buikuciy^  said  pres- 
bitrie and  to  extract  y^  samy  y'furt  subscryvit  be  him  for  y  as  gif 
thij  had  aufaBcryvU  y*  samy  yame  selfis."  (Record  of  Presbytery  of 
Glasgow.) 

Note  KK.  p.  iOO. 

Black's  Process.'^"  Anent  the  charge  gevin  be  vertew  of  our  soue* 
hine  Lordis  Lr£s  to  Maister  dauid  blak  minister  at  Sanctandrois  to 
haue  compeirit  personalie  befoir  the  Kingis  maiestie  and  lordis  of  se- 
creit  counsaill  this  day  viz  the  xviii  day  of  noucraber  instdt.  To  haue 
answrit  to  sic  thingis  as  sould  haue  bene  inquirit  of  him  at  his  cwm- 
ing  Tuichcing  certane  vndecent  and  vncumelie  speiches  vtterit  be  him 
in  diners  his  sermouis  maid  in  Sanctandrois,  vnder  tbe  pain  of  Re* 
bellloun  and  putting  of  him  to  y®  home  w^*^  certific^ne  to  him  and 
he  failaeit  Lr^  sould  be  direct  simp'  to  putt  him  thairto,  Lyke 
as  at  mair  Lenth  is  cdtenit  in  y«  saidis  Lres  executionis  and  indorsa- 
tionis  thairof.  Q^  being  callit,  and  the  said  maister  dauid  compeir- 
and  personalie,  Declairit  that  albeit  he  micht  obiect  aganis  the  sum* 
roondis  as  being  direct  super  inquircndis  Contrair  the  act  of  parlia* 
mcnt,  na  particulair  cans  spcdfcit  thairin,  zit  he  wald  tak  him  to  the 
ordinair  rcmeid  appointit  be  the  Lawis  and  Libertie  of  the  Kirk,  al« 
legcing  that  nane  soold  be  ingeis  to  materia  delioerit  in  pulpett,  hot 
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tiM  ygldiSwitfa  and  ministeriB  of  tbe  Woide>  And  Uudrfore  denrit  to 
be  ROAiOif  to  his  iuge  ordinair^  Quhairupoun  being  inqoirit  be  hk 
mdeilielv^pdiat  iugement  be  dedynit,  answrit  to  tbe  pre^terie 
qiiliail>4i*4oetTine  wet  teicbeit  qubair  bis  maiestie  sould  be  a  com* 
pleiwir  kk  tbe  first  instance  as  a  Cbristeane  and  member  of  the  kirk, 
and  not  as  a  King.  Allegeit  be  his  Maiestie,  That  this  mater  is  aU 
togidder  duile  and  no^  spiritoall.  And  forder  that  tbe  generalitie  d 
tiie  sttnuDondis  is  restrictit  to  this  partictJair  expressit  in  this  Yther 
lirt  beirwith  prodnceit  be  the  inglis  ambassadour.  Being  inquirit, 
quidder  gif  his  maiestie  micht  be  iuge  in  materis  of  tressoon  as  the 
idrk  is  iuge  in  materis  ijd  heresie,  Grantis,  nt  allegeit  That  the  woidii 
deliuerit  in  pulpett,  albeit  allegeit  to  be  tresaonnable^  aonld  be  trjit 
in  prima  instancia  be  the  Kirk  as  onlie  iuge  competent.  To  the  con- 
trair  quhairaf  The  act  of  parliament  maid  in  the  Ixxxiy  aeir  of  god 
wes  aUegeity  To  the  dirogatioufi  of  the  quhilk  act  Maister  dauid  pro- 
duoeit  ane  Tther  act  in  the  parliament  haldin  at  edinbuigh  in  the 
lxx»4)  leir  of  god>  Being  inquirit  quhat  warrand  thay  had  oate  of 
the  worde  of  God^  for  materis  spokin  aganis  a  cbristeane  magrtt 
Allegeit  quhateuir  is  spokin  to  be  spiritually  And  thairfore  moo  be 
leidit  be  the  worde  of  god>  and  for  this  purpois  allegeit  the  first  of 
Timothie  Continewit  to  the  Last  of  nouember  instant.  And  M' 
dauid  ordanit  To  remane  heir  in  the  meantyme."  (Record  of  Pri?y 
Council,  Nov.  18,  1596.) 

The  Interloquitor,  declaring  the  Lords  of  Council  judges  compe* 
tent  of  all  the  crimes  libelled  in  the  new  and  enlarged  summons^  was 
passed  on  the  last  day  of  November.  And  on  the  9d  of  December,  a 
Decreet  was  passed  finding  Black  guilty  of  all  the  articles  libelled, 
and  ordaining  him  to  confine  himself  beyond  the  North  Water  till 
his  Magesty  should  determine  on  his  fiurther  punishment.  (Record 
of  Privy  Council.) 
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